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PROSPECTUS 

01' THE 

SOCIETY FOR THE EXTINCTIUN OF THE SLAVE TRADE 

AND FOR THE 

e IV I LI z A TI o N o F A F RI e A, 

INSTITUTED JUNE, 1839. 

IN the year 1807, Great Britain prohibited all her 
subjects from engaging in the Slave Trade, anel the 
Legislature of this country, in accol'dance with the 
voice of the people, repudiateel a commerce vvhich 
hael produced more Cl'ime anel rnise:l'y, than perhaps 
any other single course of guilt anel iniquity ; but 
neither the Government nor the Legislature, nor the 
subjects of this realm, were satisfieel with a mere 
cessation from crime. 

Remembering how eleeply, in times, of cornpa-
rative ignorance, we had sustained anel augmenteel 
this traele, so repugnant to every Chl'istian priiYciple 
anel feeling, the nation eleterrnined to use its utmost 
influence, anel expend its resources, in the noble 

, atternpt to extinguish it for ever. 
'fhe compass bf this address will not allow even of 

the most compendious staternent of the measures 
resorted to, of the treaties concludeel with foreign 
powers, of the rnonies expended, and the various 
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other efforts made to effect this object; suffice it to 
say, that sinee the year 1807, ali the great powers of 
Europe have heen induced by Great Britain to unite 
in expressing their abhorrence of this traffic ; and 
with ali, treaties more or less stringent have been 
made for its extinction. _ 

The United States ofArnerica, though from political 
reasons they have declined any actual co-operation, 
have not the less denounced and prohibited all traffie 
in Slaves from Africa. Great Britain has expernled, 
in hounties alone, upwards of .f'.940,000, anel in the 
maintenance of the court~ established for the adjudi-
cation of captured slaves, above ±:330,000: besides a 
very large sum annually in supporting a considerable 
force of cruizers in various parts of the globe, to 
intercept and destroy the traffic. * An infinitely 
more ünportant sacrifice has been rnade in the loss 
of British life, which has been necessarily incurred in 
pursuing this object. The resuh, the meláncholy 
result, remains to be stated. The traffic has not been 
extinguished, has ot been dirninished, but, Ly the 
latest accounts from which any estimate can be cor-
rectly forme<l, the numbers exported have increased 
-the destruction of hurnan life, and all the guilt anel 
misery consequent thereon, have Leen foarfully aug-

* This Expenditure, together with that causecl by the paymeuts 
to foreign powers on account of the Slave Trade, for the support 
of liberated Africans, and for othcr incidental expenses, may be 
shown, from official documents, to have: amounted to upwards of 
fifteen millions sterling. 
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mented; and at the sarne time it may be stated, that 
the numbers exported from Africa, are, as compared 
with the year 1807, as two to one, and that the annual 
loss of life has risen frorn seventeen to twenty-five 
per cent. 

Let no man, however, say that these efforts have 
bee11 thrown away. Who can tell how fearful might 
not have been the amount of e11ormity, if those exer-
tions had not been niaéle? "'\,\Tho would presume to 
say that the very assertion of the great principles of 
justice and truth has not accelerated the final extir-
pation of those detested practices? Who _would 
venture to assert that a criminal inactio11 011 the part 
of Great Britain might 110t -have caused an i11definite 
continuance of the guilt 011 the part of other nations ? 

But the people of Engla11d have not succeeded to 
the extent of their wishes :-Assuming it to be so, 
what remains to be done ?-but led 011 by the sarne 
Christian principles, the sarne devotion to truth, 
justice, and humanity, to continue our efforts, and to 
apply, if possible, other and more e:fficient rernedies 
in accordaflce with these great principles. 

Animated by these feeli11gs, a number of noblemen 
anel gentlemen of all political opinions, and of 
Christian persuasions of divers kinds, have formed 
themsel ves into a Society for the purpose of effecting 
the extinction of the Slave Trade ; and they now call 
011 the public to u11ite their exertio11s for the accom-
plishme11t of this great end. 

That the British public, apprized of the extent of 
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the enormity, and deeply feeling the guilt anel 
misery now prev~iling, will receive with favour the 
announcement of the formatiou of this Society, no 
doubt is entertained; but various opinions do anel 
will exist as to the most fitting means to he adopteel 
for the establishment of peace anel tranquillity in 
Africa. · 

It is expeelient, therefore, to state the leading 
principles on which this Society is formed, and the 
measures intendeel to be pursued. 

It is the unanimous opinion of this Society, that 
the only complete cure of all these evils, is the intro-
duction of Christianity into Africa. They do not 
believe that any less powerful remedy will entirely 
extinguish the present inducements to tracle in 
human beings, or will afford to the inhabitants of 
those extensive regions a sure founclation for repose 
anel happiness. 

But they are aware that a great variety of views 
may exist as to the manner in which religious 
instruction should be introduced. Distinctly avowing, 
therefore, that the substitution of our pure anel ho1y 
faith for the false religion, ido1atry and superstitions 
of Africa, is, in thefr firm conviction, the true ulti-
mate remedy for the calamities that afflict her, they 
are most anxious to aclopt every measure which m-ay 
eventunlly lead to the establishment . of Christianity 
tlll'oughout that Continent; anel hoping to secure 
the cordial co-operation of all, they proceeel to declare 
that the granel object of their association is-the 
extinction of the Slaye ,..frade. 
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The pnmary object of this Society will be con-
stantly kept in view under all circumstances of dif-
ficulty or discouragement, as the granel encl to which 
their efforts, of whatever character, shoulcl be reso-
lutely and uuchangeably directed. 

As one of the principal means, they have cordially 
co-operated with .Mr. Buxton in inducing Her 
Majesty's Government to undertake an expedition 
to the river Niger, with the view of obtaining the 
most accurate information as to the state of the 
countries bordering on its mighty w·aters. 

The immense imporfance of this object alone, as 
opening a highway into the interior of Africa, anel 
bringing the efforts of British philanthropy into 
immediate contact with the numerous anel populous 
nations it contains, will be at once perceived and 
acknowledged. 

It will be one of the first duties then of this 
Society to watch over the proceedings of this expe-
dition, to record its progress, anel to cligcst anel 
circulate the va1uable information which it rnay Le 
confidently expected to comrnunicate. 

vVhen this leading step has been taken, it is anti-
cipated that a large field for exertions of a clifferent 
description will then be opened; but desirable as sueh 
exertions may be, it must be clearly understood that 
this Society, associatecl solely for benevolent purposes, 
can bear no part whatever in them : still, in order 
tl~at a comprehensive view may be taken of the whole, 
though each part must be accomplished by agencies 
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entirely distinct, it may be expedient to state some of 
the expectations which are entertained. 

One most important department must entirely rest 
with Her Majesty's Governrnent,-the formation 
of Treaties with the native rµlers of Afri«a for .the 
suppression of the Slave Trade. Such Treaties, 
however, will not be carried into execution, µnless 
those wants which have hitherto been supplied from 
the profits arising from the sale of the natives, should 
be satisfied through the means of legitimate com-
merce. It may appear expedient to the Govemment 
to obtain from the Chiefs the possessioµ of some con-
venient districts whicb may be best adapted to car-
rying on trarle with safety and success, and when this 
is effected, another and wholly distinct Society may 
perhaps be formed, for the purpose of aiding in the 
culti vation of those districts, and of promoting the 
growth of those valuable products for which the soil 
of those Countries is peculiarly fitted. 

The present Society can take part in no plan of 
Colonization or of Trade. Its objects are, and must 
be, exclusively pacific and benevolent; but it may by 
encouragement, and by the diffusion of information, 
most materially aid in the civilization of Africa, and 
so pave the way for the sµccessful exertions of others, 
whether they be directed to colonizatton and the cul-
tivation of the soil or to commercial intercourse, or -
to that which is immeasurably superior to tliem all, 
the establishment of the Christian faith 0,11 the Con-
tinent of Africa. 
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At home this Society will dfrect its vigilu.nt atten-
tion to all which may, arise with respect to the traffi.~ 
in Slaves, anel give publicity to whatever rnay Le 
deemed most essential to produce its suppression. 

ln Africa there are various mearis whereby it may 
effectually work to the ~ame end. One of the great 
impediments at prese~t existing to the advancement 
of knowleelg~, is the state of the pative languages 
of ~r estern anel Central Africa. 

Amongst the many nations which inhabit those re-
gions, there are certainly many different dialects, anel 
not irnprobably several leading languages. A few 
only of those languages have yet been reelucecl into 
writing, anel con_sequently the difficulty of holding 
intercourse with the natiyes and i~parting knowleelge 
to the111 is greatly increased. By the ael?ption of 
effectual measures for reclucing the principal lan-
guages of ~T estern anel Central Afriça into writing, 
a great obstacle to the diffusion of information will be 
removeel, a:pd facility afforeled for the introduction of 
the truths of Christianity. 

There is another subject of no light importance 
which would legitimately fa,ll within the views of this 
lnstitution. ln Africa, medical science can scarc~ly 
be said to exist, yet in no part of the world is it more 
profoundly respected. As at present understooel by 
the natives, it is intimately connecteel with the most 
invetera te anel barbarous superstitio~1s; anel its artful 
practitioners, owing their superiority to this popular 
ignorance, may be expected to interpose the most 
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powerful obstacles to the diffusion of Christianity anel 
of science. 

rro encourage therefore the introduction of more 
enlightened views on this subject ;-to prevent or 
mitigate the prevalence of disease and suffering 
among the people of Africa,-and to secure the aid 
of medical science generally to the beneficent 
objects of African civilization, must be considered 
of immense importance; nor would its henefits be 
confined to the native population. It is equally ap-
plicable to the investigation of the climate and loca-
lities of ihat Country. To render Africa a salu-
brious residence for European constitutions may be a 
hopeless task; but to diminish the danger, to point 
out the means whereby persons pi·oceeding thither 
may most effectually guard against its perils, may 
perhaps be effected ; nor must it be forgotten that in 
however humble a degree this advantage can be at-
tained, its value cannot be too highly appreciatecl. 

Various other measures may come within the legi-
timate scope of this Institution. It may be sufficient 
to recapitulate a few ;-the encouragement of prac-
tical science in all its various branches,-the system 
of drainage best calculated to success in a climate so 
humid anel so hot, would be an invaluable boon to all 
who frequent that great Continent, whatever might 
be their pnrpose. Though this Society would not 
embark in agricnlture, it might afford essential as-
sistance to the natives, hy furnishing them with useful 
information as to the best mode of cultivation; as to 
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·the productions which commanel a steady market, 
anel by introelucing the most approved agricultura! 
implements anel seeels. The tim'e may come when 
the knowledge anel practice of the mighty powers of 
steam might contribute rapidly to promote .the im-
provement anel prosperity of that Country. 

Even matters of comparatively less moment may 
engage the attention of the Society. It may assist 
in promoting the formation of Roads and Canals. 
The manufacture of Paper, and the use of the Print-
ing Press, if once established in Africa, will be 
amongst the_ rnost powerful auxiliaries in the elisper-
sion of ignorance, and the destruction of barbarism. 

It is hopecl that enough has now been stated to 
justify the Society in calling for the aiel anel co-ope-
ration of all who holel in just abhorrence the iniqui-
tous traffic in human beings-·of all who deeply 
deplore the awful crimes which have so Iong affiicted, 
and still continue to devastate Africa- of all who 
remerriber with deep sorrow anel contrition that share 
which Great Britain so long continueel to have, in 
proelucing those scenes of bloodsheel anel of guilt. A 
variety of collateral means has thus been suggesteel 
sufficiently important and interesting to demonstrate 
the necessity of ~ distinct Society, anel to entitle it 
to the best wishes anel firmest support of every sincere 
friend of Africa. 

To its success, cordial and uniteel co-operation is 
indispensable. It proposes to act by means in which 
the whole community, withoutregard to religious or 
political opinions, may concur; and though it does 
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not embrace the estaQlit?hment by its own agency of 
schools for the spread of Religious Instruction, it 
abstains from such an undertaking, not because it 
does not value the introduction of Christian know-
ledge as the greatest blessing which can be bestowed 
on that idolatrous land, but bepause a diversity of 
opiriion .as to the mqde of proceeding, must of neces-
sity inteif ere with the unity of action so essential for 
the common prosecution of such an impprtant object, 
and thus impede instead of facilitate the objects of 
this Institution. 

It is impossible, however, to close this address 
withotit again expressing, in the most emphatic 
terms, the conviction and earnest hope of all who 
have already attached themselves as members of this 
Institution, that the measures to be adopted by them 
for the suppression of the traffic in Slaves-for 
securing the peace and tranquillity of Africa-for the 
encouragement of agriculture and commerce, will 
facilitate the propagation and tdumph of that faith 
which one and all feel to be indispensable for the 
happiness of the inhabitants of that Contin~nt. How-
soever the extension of the Christian religion rnay be 
attempted, it is far mor.e likely to take root and flou-
rish w here peace prevails, and crime is diminished, 
than where murder and bloodshed, and the violation of 
every righteous principle, continue to pollute the land. 

ÜFFICE OF THE SOCIETY, 

15, Parliament Street, 
l~tlt February, 1840. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE 

PRESENT EDITION. 

THE - first part of this work, tlelineating the extent 
and the horrors of the African Slave Trade, was 
published early in 1839 ; it was then my intention 
to add the other part, containing " The Remedy'' 
in the form of a second volume, but for reasons not 
necessary to detail, I found myself obliged to defer 
its publication for a longer period than I had at first 
proposed. Meanwhile, fresh sources of information 
opened themselves to me, and I have thus been fur-
nished with so much new matter, that I have found 
it necessary ( another edition being also required) to 
republish the first volume in its present shape. 

Those even who have fully possessed themselves 
of the case as it then stood will not I hope refuse it 
some fiirther exarnination now; I have addecl to 
every part the results of the most recent informa-
tion; have, in some respects, revised anel perfected 
the calcnlations, and have . subjoined a chaptGr on a 
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IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

topic which strictly be1ongs to the State of Africa, 
and is in every sense closely allied to the Slave 
Trade,- the Superstitions and Cruelties existing 
in that country. A "Remedy'' is almost as urgently 
demanded for these as for the Traffic itself. This 
Remedy, as it presents itself to my mind, is unfolded 
in Part li. of this volume. 

I have judged it expedient, in order to condense 
into one view all the facts appertaining to this part 
of my subject, to incorporate the substance of the 
chapter, entitled " Commercial Intercourse with 
Africa," into this latter portion of the work, and I 
submit my views to the consideration and correction 
of all who are interested in the cause, with the trust 
that, if accepted in rrheory, they will obtain a cordial 
and persevering co-operation in Practice. 
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PART 1. 

TI-IE SLAVE TRADE. 

" This is a people robb eel anel spoiled; they are all of them 
snareel in boles, anel they arn hid in prison houses ; they are fo r a 
prey, anel n an e elelivereth; for a spoil, anel nane saith, R estore." -
I saiali, xiii. 21. 





INTRODUCTION. 
TO THE 

SEüOND EDITION. 

No one possessing any knowledge of, or anxiety on 
the subject of the Negro race can fail to deplore the 
present state of Africa.. 

Desirous to ascertain why it is that all our gigantic 
efforts and costly sacrifices for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade have proved unavailing, I have em-
ployed some leisure time in surveying this whole 
subject, and in tracing out, as far as I have been able, 
the true cause of our failure. .My original irnpres-
sion was, thàt, in increased efforts at sea, and in re-
ducing Portugal to the necessity of executing her 
engagements with us, the effective remedy was to be 
found, and that little more than these would be 
required for the gratification of the ardent desire felt 
by the British nation for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade. But a closer scrutiny into the facts of the 
case has conducted me to a different conclusion. 
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There are, I now think, reasonable grounds for be-
lieving, that we should still be disappointed, al though 
we were to double our naval force engaged in that 
branch of service, and although it were resolved to 
take the rnost perernptory rneasures with Portugal. 

I do not underrate the value of our rnaritirne ex-
ertions. I think it may be good policy, and, in the 
long run, true econorny, to multiply the number of 
our vessels, to do at once and by a blow, a11 that can 
be done in this way; to increase our expenses for a 
few years, in orcler to escape the necessity of incurring 
cost, not materially less, for an indefinite period. 
Neither do I wish that our governrnent should ad-
dress Portugal in any terms short of a declaration 
that our cruisers will have orders to seize, after a 
fix~d and an early day, every vessel under Portuguese 
colours engaged in tbe slave traffic, to bring the crew 
to trial as pirates, anel inflict upon them the severest 
secondary punishment which our law allows. Deci-
sive measures of this kind would, there is no doubt, 
facilitate our success, by removing some of the great 
impediments which stand in the way of other reme-
dial measures; nevertheless, I am cornpelled, by the 
various evidence which it has been rny province to 
examine, to place rny main reliance, not on the em-
ployment of force, hut on the encouragernent which 
we may be able to give to the legitimate cornrnerce 
and the agricultura,l cultivation of Africa. 

W e atternpt to put down the Slave Tracle "by the 
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strong hand" alone ; and this is, I apprehend, the 
cause of our failure. Om: system, in many respects 
too feeble, is, in one se1;se, too bold. The African 
has acquired a taste for the procluctions of the civi-
lizecl vvorlcl. They have become essential to him. 
The parent-clebased and brutalisecl as he is-bar-
ters his chilcl; the chief his subject ; each individual 
looks with an evil eye on his neighbour, anel lays 
snares to catch him,- because the sale of chilclren, 
subjects, anel neighbours, is the only means as yet 
afforded, by European commerce, for the supply of 
those wants which that commerce has created. To 
say that the African, under present circumstances, 
shall not deal in man, is to say that he shall long in 
vain for his accustomed gratifications. The tide, thus 
pent up, will break its way over every barrier. ln 
order effectually to divert the stream from the direc-
tion which it has hitherto taken, we must open 
another, a s~'Lfer, anel a more convenient channel. 
When we shall have experimentally convincecl the 
African, that it is in his power to obtain his sup-
plies, in more than their usual abundance, by honest 
means, then, and not till then, we may expect that 
he will be reconciled to the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade. 

'ro a clescription of the extent anel horrors of the 
Slave Trade, the failure of our efforts for its suppres-
sion, anel an account of African superstitions anel 
cruelties, I have added some practical suggestions for 
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calling forth the latent energies of tbn.t quart r of th' 
globe, and for exhibiting to its inhn.bitants whcre 
their true interest lies. 

The principles of my suggestions are compri ed in 
the following propositions :-

1. That the present staple export of Africa renders 
to her inhabitants, at infinite cost, a miserable return 
of profit. 

2. That the cultivation of her soil, and the barter 
of its productions, would yield an abundant harvest, 
and a copious supply of those articles wliich Africa 
reqmres. 

3. That it is practicable to convince the African, 
experimentally, of the truth of these propositions, 
and thus to make him our confederate in the suppres-
sion of the Slave Trade. 

1 despair of being able to put down a traffic, in 
which a vast continent is engaged, by the few ships 
we can afford to employ : as auxiliaries they are qf 
great value, but alone they are insufficient. 1 elo not 
<lream of attempting to persuade the African, by ap-
pealing rnerely to bis reasou or his conscience, to 
renounce gainfol guilt, and to forego those inhuman 
pursuits which gratify his cupiclity, anel supply his 
wants. But when the appeal we make is to bis in-
terest, and when bis passions are enlisted on our 
side, there is nothing chimerical in the hope that he 
rnay be brought to exchange slender profits, with 
danger, for abundant gain, with sec1Írity anel peace. 
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If tliese views can be carried into eifect, they have 
at least tlms much to recornmencl them. 

They will not plunge this count1·y into hostility 
with any portion of the civilized world ; for they 
involve no violation of international law. We 
rnay cultivate intercourse anel innocent comrnerce 
with the natives of Africa, without abriclging the 
rights or damaging the honest interests of auy rival 
power. 

T!tey 1·equire no rnonopoly of frade; if other na-
tions choose to send their merchantmen to carry on 
legitimate trntlic in Africa, they will but aclvance our 
object, and lencl their aid in extinguishing that which 
we are resolved to put down. 

They involve no schernes of conquest; our arnbi-
tion is of another o reler. Africa is now torn to pieces. 
She Ü; the victim of the rnost iron despotism that the 
world ever saw : inveterate cruelty reigns over her 
broad territory. W e desire to usurp nothing,-and 
to conquer nothing,-but the Slave Tracle. 

Finally, we ask of the Government only that which 
subjects have a right to expect from their rulers, 
namely, p1·otection to person and p1·operty in their 
lawful pursuits. 

Here I must pause; for ~ feel bound to confess, 
much as it may tend to shake the whole fabric of rny 
views, that there is a great danger to which we shall 
be exposecl, unless it be most carefully guarded against 
at the outset : the discovery of the fact that man as a 



10 INTRODUCTION. 

labourer on the soil, is superior in value to man as an 
article of merchanclise, may induce the continuance, 
if not the increase, of that interna} slavery which now 
exists in Africa. 

I hope we shall uever be so deluded as to give the 
slightest toleration to anything like constrained la-
bour. We must not put down one iniquity by abet-
ting another. I believe implicitly that free labour 
will beat ali other labour ; that slavery, besides being 
a great crime, is a gross blunder; and tbat the most 
refineel anel sagacious policy we can pursue is, com-
mon honesty and uneleviating justice. Let it then 
be helel as a rnost sacred principle, that, wherever our 
authority prevails, slavery shall cease; anel that 
whatever infl uence we may obtain shall be employed 
in the sarne direction. 

I have thus noticed several of the negative advant-
ages which attach to these views, and I have frankly 
stated the danger which, as I conceive, attends thern. 
I shnJl now briefly allude to one point, which, I own, 
weighs with me beyonel all the other consiclerations, 
mighty as they are, which this great question in-
volves. 

Grievous, anel this almost beyond expression, as 
are the physical evils enelured by Africa, there is yet 
a more lamentable feature in her present condition. 
Bound in the chains of the grossest ignorance, she is 
a prey to the most savage superstition. Christianity 
has made but feeble inroads on this kingdom of .. 
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darkness, nor can 8he hope to gain an entrance 
where the traffic in man pre-occupies the ground. 
But, were this obstacle removed, Africa would pre-
sent the finest fielcl for the labours of Christian mis-
sionaries which the worlcl has yet seen opened to 
them. I have no hesitation in stating my belief", 
that there is in the negro race a capacity for receiving 
the trnths of the Gospel beyoncl most other heathen 
nations ; while, on the other hand, there is this re-
markable, if not unique, circumstapce in their case-
that a race of teachers of their own blood is alreadY 
in course of rapicl preparation for them; that the 
proviclence of God has overruled even slavery anel 
the S lave Trade for this encl; anel that from among 
the settlers of Sierra Leone, the peasantry of the 
W est Inclies, anel the thousands of their children 
now receiving Christian education., may be expectecl 
to arise a bocly of men who will return to the land of 
their fathers, carrying Divine truth anel all its con-
cornitant blessings into the heart of Africa. 

One noble sacrifice in behalf of the negro race has 
alreacly been maele. ln the words of the most elo-
quent citizen of another nation-" Great Britain, 
loadecl with an unprececlented debt, anel with a grincl-
ing taxation, contractecl a new debt of a hunclrecl 
million dollars, to give freedorn, not to Englishmen, 
but to the degraded African. I know not that his-
tory records an act so disinterestecl, so sublime. ln 
the progress of ages England's naval triumphs will 
shrink into a more and more narrow space in the 

e 
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records of om· race. This moral triumph will fill a 
broader, brighter page."* 

Another, it may be a more inveterate evil, remains, 
-an evil wbich for magnitude and malignity stands 
without a parallel. One thousand human victims"!" 
rif my facts will bear sifting) are daily required to 
feed this vast and clevouring consum~r of mankind. 
ln vain has Nature given to Africa noble rivers; 
man is the only merchandise they carry. ln vain a 
fertile land, lavish in wilcl and spontaneous produc-
tions,-no cultivating hand calls forth its riches_. ln 
vain has she placeel it in the vicinity of civilisation 
anel Christianity; within a few weeks' voyage of the 
Thames there is a people who worship the shark anel 
the snake, anel a prince who imagines the agency of 
an evil spirit in the common properties of the load-
stone.t Africa is, indeed, encircled by an effectual 
banier against the entrance of commerce, cultivation, 
anel Christianity. That barrier is the Slave Trade. 

It may be thought wild extravagance to indulge 
the hope tbat evils so rank are capable of cure. 1 do 
not deny that it is, of all tasks, the most arduous, or 
that it will require the whole energy of Great Bri-
tain; but if it shall be made a capital o~ject of Bri-
tish policy, for the accomplishment of which our 
whole strength, if necessary, shall be put forward, 
anel if it shall be, as 1 am sure it is, a cause in whiéh 
we may look for Divine countenance anel belp, 1 see 

* Dr. Channiug. 1· See page 220. 
t Laird, vol. i. p. 219. 
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no reason for despair. What has been done, may 
be done again; and it is rnatter of history, that from 
superstitions as bloody, from a state of intellect as 
rude, and frorn the Slave rrrade itself, a nation has 
been reclaimed, anel now enjoys, in cornparison with 
Africa, a blaze of light, liberty, religion, anel happi-
ness. That nation is Great Britain. What we find 
the AfricanJ the Rornans found us ;* and it is not un-
reasonable to hope that, in the language of Mr. Pitt, 
" even Africa will enjoy, at length, in the evening of 

* By the concurrent testimony of the best ancient historians, 
our forefathers were nothing better than " painted savages," the 
votaries of a sanguinary superstition which consumed its heca-
tombs of human victims: " Alii immani magnitudine simulacra 
habent; quorum contexta viminiÍms membra vivis hominibus 

• complent; quibus succensis, circumventi flammft exanimantur 
homines." (C~sar, Bell. Gall., l. vi. e. 16.) Anel, if we may 
crerlit the testimony of Diodorus Siculus, they were also adclicted 
to cannibalism; " for," says he, "the Gauls are such savages that 
they devour human flesh; as do also those British nations which 
inhabit Ireland." (1. v. e. 32 .) Cicero, in one of his letters, 
speaking of the success of an expedition against Britain, says, the 
only plunder to be found, consisted " ex mancipiis : ex quibus 
nullos puto te literis aut musicis eruditos expectare;" thus, in 
the sarne sentence, proving the existence of the Slave Trade, anel 
intimating that it was impossible that any Briton should be intel-
ligent enough to be worthy to serve the accomplished Atticus. 
Ad Att. 1. iv. 16. Henry, in his History of England, gives us 
also the authority of Strabo for the prevalence of the Slave Trade 
amongst us, anel tells us that slaves were once an established ar-
ticle of our exports. " Great numbers," says he, "were exported 
from Britain, anel were to be seen exposed for sale, like cafüe, in 
the Roman market."-Henry, vol. ii. p. 225. 

c2 
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her days, those blessings which liave descended so 
plentifully upon us in a much earlier period of the 
worl<l." 

To raise Africa from the dust is an object vvorthy 
of the efforts of the highest or<ler of ambition. It is 
calculated that Napoleon, in the course of his career, 
occasionecl the sacrifice of three millions of the 
huma.n race. The suppression of the Slave Trade 
would, in a very few years, save as many lives as he 
was permitted to destroy. The most patriotic and 
loyal amongst us cannot frame a loftier wish foi· 
our country anel its sovereign, thau that her reign, 
which, in its dawn, witnessecl the <leliverance of our 
colonies from slavery, may be prolonged, till, through 
British agency, Africa shall also be released from a 
still greater curse :-not, however, for the honour's 
sake, though it would give imperishable renown; 
nor for the profit's sake, though it promises to open 
boundless fields for capita}, inclustry, and enterprise; 
but in pity to Africa, anel for His favour who has 
said- " Unclo the heavy burdens, let the oppressecl 
go free, anel break every yoke." " Then shall thy 
light break forth as the morning ;" "anel the glory 
of the L ord shall he thy 1·érewarc1 ." * 

li< Isaiah lviii. 6, 8. 



TI-IE SLA VE 'rRADE. 

"You will perceive that this horricl t rafüc has been :carrietl on to au 
extent that almost staggers belief." 

Commatlore Sir R obert JJ1ends, Sierra Leone. 

IN preparing this work, my chief purpose lias been 
to offer some views which I entertain of the most 
effectual mode of su ppressing the Slave Trade ; but 
before I enter upon these, I must state the extent to 
which that traffic is now carried on, and the sacrifice 
of human life which it occasions. 

EXTENT. 

My first proposition is, that upwards of 150,000 
human beings are annually conveyecl from Africa, 
across the Atlautic, and solcl as slaves. 

It is almost impossible to arrive at the exact 
extent to which any contraband trade, much more a 
trade so revolting, i:;; carried on. lt is the interest of 
those concemed in it to conceal all evidence of theü-
guilt; and the Governor of a Portuguese colony is 
not very likely, at once to connive at the crime, and 
to confess that it is extensively practised. By the 
mode of calculation I propose to adopt, it is very 
possible I may err; but the error must be on the 
i·ight side; 1 may underrate, it is almost impossible 
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that I can exaggerate, the extent of the traffic. 
With every dispo_sition on the part of those who are 
engaged ·in it to veil the truth, certain facts have, 
from time to time, transpired, sufficient to show, if 
not the full amount of the evil, at least that it is one 
of prodigious magnitude. 

I commence with what app·ears to be the most 
considerable slave market, viz.-that of 

BRAZIL. 

ln the papers on the subject of the Slave Trade 
annually presented to Parliament by royal authority, 
( and entitled " Class A" and " Class B"), the fol-
lowing official information is given by the British 
Vice-Consul at Rio de Janeiro, as to the number of 
slaves imported there :-

From 1 July to 31 Dec. 1827 
From 1 Jan. to 31 March, 1828 . 
From l April to 30 June, 1828, say . 
From 1 July to 31 Dec. 1828 
From l 'Jan: to 30 June, 1829 
From 1 July to 31 Dec. 1829 
From 1 Jan. to 30 June, 1830 , 

15,481 ljf 
15,483t 
l l,532i 
24,488§ 
25,17911 
22,813, 
33,964** 

148,940 

* Class B, 1828, p . 10_5. t Class B, 1828, p. 107. 
t No returns. These numbers are given on the average of the 

three montbs previous to, and three months subsequent to, the 
dates here mentioned. 

§ Class B, 1829, pp. 80, 81. 
1 Ditto, 1830, p. 71. 

11 Class B, 1829, p. 89. 
** Ditto, 1830, p. 78. 
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ThaJ: is, in the twelve months 
preceding the 30th Junc, 1828 

" " ] 829 

" " 1830 

42,496 
49,667 
56,777 

148,940 

17 

Thus it stands confessed, upon authority which 
cannot be disputed, that from the lst of July, 1827, 
to the 30th of June, 1830 (three years), there were 
brought into the single port of Rio de Janeiro, 
148,940negroes, or, an average of 49,643 annually. 
It appears also, that, in the last year, the number 
was swelled to 56,777 per annum.* 

Caldcleugh, in his Travels in South America, 
speaking of the Slave Trade at Rio, ( which, however, 
was not then so extensive as it now is,) states, "that 
there are th1·ee other ports in Brazil tracling to the · 
same extent."t If this be correct, the number of 
negroes annually importecl vastly exceecls any estimate 
1 have formed ; but it is more safe to rely on the 
authority of the British Commissioners,:~ scanty as 

* I see in the Pat1iot newspaper of 25th June last (1838), 
the following statement :-"A Brazil mail has brought advires 
from Rio to the 22nd April. That fine country appears ~tó be 
making rapid strides in civilization and improvement; the only 
drawback is the inveterate and continued encouragement of the 
slave-trade. The Rover . corvette had just captured two slavers, 
having 494 negroes on board ; and the traffic is said to arÍlount 
to 60,000 annually, into Rio alone, almost entirely carriecl on 
under Portuguese colours. 

t Caldclcugh's Travels, Lonclon, 1825, vol. ii. p. 56. 
t By the treaties with foreign powers for the suppression of the 
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it necessarily is. They res~de in tlie capital; and 
their clistance from the three outports of itself might 
render ü difficult for them to obtain full information. 
But when to the clistance is added the still greater 
clifficulty arising from the anxiety on the part of 
almost all the Brazilian functionaries to suppress 
information ou the suhject, it is clearly to be in-
ferred that the number stateel by the Commissioners 
must fall materially below the truth. They tell us, 
110wever, that in a year anel a half, from lst of 
January, 1829, to 30th of June, 1830, the numbers 
irnporteel were, into 

Bahia. 
Pernambuco 
Maranham . 

To these we must also aelel those 

22,202 
8,079 
1,252 

31,533 

irnported into the }JOrt of Para 799 

Total in eighteen rnonths 32,332''' 

Or annually 21,554 
rro which add Rio, as before stated'/· 56,777 

Anel we have for the annual number 
landed in Brazil 78,331 

Slave Trade, Cornrnissioners are appointed to act as Judges, in a 
Court of Mixed Cornrnission, for the 11djudication of captured 
slave·vessek 

* Class B, 1829, 1830. t P. 3. 
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So many, at least, were landed. That number 
1s undisputed. The amount, however" great as it is, 
probably falls short of the reality. If the question 
were put to me, what is the number which I believe to 
be annually landed in -Brazil, I shoulel rate it con-
siderably higher. I conceive tbat the truth lies be-
tween the rnaximum as taken from Caldcleugh, anel 
the minimum as stated in the Official Returns ; and 
I shoulcl conjecture tlrnt the real amount woukl be 
rnoderately ratecl at 100,000, brought annually into 
these five Brazilian ports. But as the question is, 
not how rnany I suppose, but how rnany I can show 
to he landed, I rnust confine rnyself to what I can 
prove; anel I have proved that 78,331 were landed 
at five ports in Brazil, in the course of twelve rnonths, 

·ending at the 30th June, 1830. 
But is it easy to believe, while Brazil receives so 

vast a number into five of her principal ports, that 
the trade is confineel to them, anel that none are intro-
duced along the remaining line of her coast, extend- ' 
ing over 38 degrees of latitude, or about 2,600 rniles, 
and abounding in harbours, rivers, anel creeks, where 
disernbarkation can easily be effected? 

lt rnay safely be assumed, that the slave-trader 
would desire to avoid notoriety, anel t~ escape the 
duty which is paiel upon all ünports; either of these 
motives rnay ineluce 

1
him to smuggle his negroes 

ashore. 'f hat numbers are so srnuggled is esta-
blished by the fact, that most vessels from the coast 
of Africa repo'rt themselves " in ballast" on arnvmg 
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at Bahia. ln the last Parliamentary Papers,oX' more 
than half the vessels are found to have thus reported 
themselves, and the remainder to have come from 
Prince's Island, Ajuda (Wydah), and Angola,- the 
very places where the Slave Trade most prevaíls.t 
The Commissioners interpret these returns in ballast 
thus :.-"ln the six months endíng 30th June, 1836, 
twenty vessels entered this port (Rio) from the coast 
of Africa; they carne in ballast, and, upon the usual 
declaration, that the master or pilot had died on the 
voyage, were stopped, with scarcely an exception, by 
the police, on suspicion ofhaving landed slaves on the 
coast ; but as usual also, were, after a few days' 
detention, released."t The Juiz de Direito, of Ilha 
Grande, (one of the few functionaries who appears to 
have done his cluty with respect to the Slave Trade, 
and whose activity has been rewarded, on the part of 
the populace, py attempts on his life, and on the part 
of the Brazilian Government, as I have been informed, 
by dismission from his offi.ce,) confirms this view of 
the Commissioners in a Report, dateJ 12th November, 
1834, in which he says :-" I see that in the trade 
in Africans brought to this district, are committed 
almost the whole population of this place, and of the 
neighbouring district." "Here, since I have been 
in the district, there have been twenty-two disem-
barkations, which I can remember ; and I can assure 
your Excellency, that an equal or even a greater 

'" Class B, 1837, and Class B, Further Series, 1837. 
t Class B, 1837, p. 83. :f: Class A, 1836, p. 251. 
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number have called off this port; and it is certain 
that they did uot return to Africa. "* 

It is then clear that, over and above the number 
annually introduced into the five ports, negroes are 
landed along the line of the Brazilian coast; but, as 
we have no facts to guide us to the precise number, 
I will assume that the trading in slaves is confined 
to these five places, and that not a single negro was 
landedjn Brazil beyoncl the 78,331 negroes in twe1ve 
months, ending in June, 1830. 

I admit that this proves little as to the Slave 
Trade at the present time. I t is very possible that 
it raged at a former period, but that it has now ceased; 
and it may be argued that the facts stated were prior 
to the treaty with Great Britain, and that the opera-
tion of that treaty has considerably reduced the 
number. If we are to believe the official reports 
made to our Govemment, it is j ust the reverse. The 
Slave Tracle has increased since that time. The 
Brazilian Minister of Marine recommends to his 
government the formation of a '' cMdon sanitafre, 
which may prevent the 'access to our shores of those 
swarms of Africans that are continually poured forth 
from vessels engaged in so abominable a traffic."'f 
1'his, be it observed, was on the l 7th of June, 1833, 
three years after the treaty had come into operation. 

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and of Justice, 
in their report to the Chamber of Deputies, in 1835, 
speak " of the continuance of the traffic, to an extent 

* Class B, 1834, p. 233. t Class A, 1833, p. 58. 
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at once frightful to humanity, and alarmiug to the 
best interests of the country." "The fury of this 
barbarous traffi.c continues every day to increase with 
a coustantly progressing force." " Sixteen hundred 
new blacks are openly maintained on an estate in 
the neighbourhood of Ilha Grande." "'l'he conti-
nued-we might almost say the uninterrupted- traffi.c 
in slaves is carrying on, on these coasts.''* On the 
17th June, 1836, Mr. Gore Ouseley, British resi-
clent at Rio Janeiro, states in his clespatch, that "The 

' Slave Trade is carried on in Brazil with more acti-
vity than ever."t _ln the preceding May, in a de-
spatch to Viscount Palmerston, he speaks of " an 
association of respectable persons who were going to 
use steam-boats for the importation of Africans."t 
Mr. Ouseley, of date l5th Jan., 1839, states that in 
1838, 84 slave-vessels had entered Rio almost openly, 
going through the formality, become almost ridicu-
lous, of being examined by " Juiz de Paz," and had 
impor.ted 36,974 negroes with impunity. But the 
real number imported into this province i~ probably 
40,000_ or upwards. 

ln March, 1836, the President of Bahia observed, 
in a speech to the Assembly of that province, " That 
the contraband in slaves continues with tbe sarne 
scandal."§ In the following September the British 

* Class A, 1835, p. 265. 
:l: Class B, 1836, p. 67. 

t Class B, 1836, p. 68. 
§ Class A, 1836, p. 231. 

The British Consul reports from Bahia, that from lst June to 
3lst July, 1838, there arrived from Africa seven vessels, 1028 
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Commissioners say, "At no period, perhaps, has the 
trade been ever carriecl on with more activity or 
claring.''* Anel again, in November, 1836, " The 
traffic in slaves is every day becoming more active 
and notorious on this coast."t And lYir. Ous~ley, 
of date lOth August, 1838, reports that the numher 
of vessels fitted out at Rio for the coast of Africa con-
tiirnes to increase : anel of date lst Sept., 1838, he 
says, "The traders are more animated than formerly, 
being under the belierthat, as no cruizers have ap-
pearecl to enforce the instrnctions, Great Britain is 
unable to interrupt the traffi.c. Several Portuguese-
built vessels lately arrived from Europe have been 
fitted out for slave voyages. These are of larger 
tonnage than those hitherto employecl. Thus the 
tra<le is decicleclly on the increase. "~= 

Thus, then, not only by the reports of our Com-
missioners and our Resident, but, by the aclmission of 
the Brazilians themselves, it appears, that the Slave 
Trade has increased since the treaty was formed. It 
seems- hardly necessary to add, that I have received 
letters to the sarne effect from gentlemen on whom 
I have entirc reliance. A naval officer, in a 
letter dated l 6th September, 1835, says, " For 
the last six months the importation of new slaves is 
greater tlian ever remembered." A gentleman úrrites 

tons, anel sailed for Africa 5 vessels, 876 tons, all reputed to be 
engaged in slave trading. Class B, -1838, p. 406-7. 

* Class A, 1836, p. 250. t Class A, 1836, p. 260. 
i Class B, 1839, pp. 394- 406. 
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to me, of date 7th April, 1837, " lt may be well to 
acquaint you, that the Slave Trade has now got to an 
unprecedented pitch." Lieut. Armitage, who is 
lately returned from that coast, where he has been 
actively engaged in the suppression of the traffi.c, 
states, in a letter dated March 5, 1839, "I have from 
good authority that 90,QOO is about the number an-
nually imported into Brazil." 

The Parliamentary Papers presented in 1838, re-
markably confirm the two positions which I have laid 
down; first, that the Slave Trade is enormous; and, 
secondly, that so far from abating, it has increased 
since the period when the treaty was formed. 

By a private letter from a highly respectable 
quarter, I learn that in the month of December, 
1836, the importation of slaves into the province of 
Rio alone was not less than 4,831 

Our Minister at Rio states that there 
arrived in the following month of 
January, 1837 
February 
March 
April 
l\fay 

4,870* 
1,992'!" 
7,3951: 
5,596§ 
2,753\1 

27,437 
Thus, within six months, irí the province of Rio, or 
the vicinity, there were known to have been landed 

* Class B, 1837, p. 58. 
t lbid. 60. 
i Ibid. 64. 

§ Class B, 1837, p. 65. 
li lbid. 71. 
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this vast number.* This is hardly disputed by the 
Brazilian authorities. Our Minister at Rio, in a letter 
to Lord Palmerston, dated 18th April, 1837, speak-
ing of 7,395 negroes lancled in the preceding month, 
says :-"As a satisfactory proof of the general accu-
racy of these reports, it may be observecl here, that 
the Government has excepted to two only of the nu-
merous items they comprehend."t 

It would be an error to suppose that these reported 
numbers comprehend anything like the whole amount 
of the importations : conclusive evidence to the con-
trary appears in a variety of passages of the sarne 
reports. I shall take but one as an instance. Mr. 
Hamilton, in his enclosure of lst March, 1837, 
states as follows :-" fü:ig Johovalt from Angola. 
This vessel, since she left this port, thirteen months 
ago, has macle three voyages without entering any 
port. 'fhe first voyage she landed 700 slaves, very 
sickly, at Ponta Negra, about half way betwixt this 
port anel Cape Frio ; on the second voyage, 600 

"' Lord Howard de Walden, in a note to the Portuguese Mi-
nister, of date 2d April, 1838, says that in 183'7, 92 vessels laden 
with slaves had landed their cargoes in or near Rio; and that the 
numbers amounted to upwards of 41,600. Mr. Gordon writes, of 
date J au. 27th, 1838, to the Brazilian Minister, that, from all the 
information heis able to collect, the trade appears to be rather on 
the increase than otherwise; that d.uring the year which had just 
elapsed, 92 vessels imported into this province, within a very 
limited extent of coast, 46,000 unhappy Africaus destined to bear 
the degrading yoke of slavery. Class B, 1839, p. 141 and 358. 

t Class, B. 1837, p. 63. 
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slaves at the island of St. Sebastian; anel on the pre-
sent voyage, 520 slaves at 'rapier, close to the en-
trance of this port. The greater number of these last 
were put into boats anel fishing canoes, anel brought 
to town. "'* The last numher, namely 520, only, are 
reportecl in the retnrn for the month of February 
prececling; but the remaining 1300 have not ap-
peared in any returns. It is eviclent from this, as 
well as many other passages, that vessels land their 
negroes on the coast, anel return elirect to Africf)., anel 
'all who do so, escape notice, anel are not included in 
the acc_ount. If Jhese 1300 are acldecl to the returns 
for the first six _months in the year 1837, the impor-
tations into Rio alone for this year will exceecl those 
of 1830. Mr. Ouseley says, of date 23d March, 
1839, "There are at this moment in Rio harbour he~ 
tween 30 anel 40 vessels, bought ancl equippecl by a 
notorious slave trader, proviclecl vvith Portuguese 
papers by H. 1\1. F. M. Consul-general. "t 

So much for the province of Rio. I woulcl next 
observe as to Pernambuco.! ln a lettei· from Mr. 

* Class B, 183'7, p. 60. "t Class B, 1839, F. S. p. 142. 
t It appears from the papers taken on board the Portuguese 

brig Veloz, capturecl lSth Sept.,)837, by the" Fair Rosamond," 
that a joint stock company had been ·formecl at Pernambuco for 
the importatiou of slaves. They had purchased the right _of esta-
blishing factories in the ri ver Benin, .and had stipulatecl that the 
King of Benin anel Ocry should expel from the ri ver those who 
dicl not favour the Slave Trade. 

The agent of the company, Joao Baptista Cezar, writcs to his 
employers that, being in want of irons, the Queen of Bcnin gave 
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vVatts, the British Consul, to Lord Palmerston, of 
date 5th May, 1837, he says, "I have just receivecl 
directions to furnish l\'Ir. Hamilton with a monthly 
return ~ of vessels arriving from the coast of Africa, 
at any port within my consulate," &e.; anel he aclds, 
"the supineness, not to say connivance, of the Go-
vernment of Brazil in general, on the subject in refer-
ence, the gross venality of subordinate officers, the 
increasing dernancl of hancls for the purposes of hus-
bandry, the enormous profits derivable from this 
inhuman traffic, which is rapidly increasing- at this 
port in the most unclisguisecl rnanner, combinecl ·with 
the almost insuperable clifficulty of procuring au-
thentic information through private channels from 
the d1'ead of the w;·sassín's lcnife or bullet; even in 
the OPEN day, and in the public gaze; anel the dark 
anel artful cornbinations of the dealers in slaves, their 
agents, anel the agriculturists, to mask anel facilitate 
the disembarkation of importecl slaves ;- all these 
glaring and obstructive facts combine to render the 

him 48 pairs; that he had " bought a very IJretty girl for two 
rolls of tobacco, two fathoms of flanucl, and one piece of calico." 
I-Ie adds, " There are p1enty of slavas for goods; had I more ar-
ticles I should to-day have ha<l 200 slaves, for there are many 
more here waiting." He writes to bis wife Josephina: 

DEAR SPOUSE OF MY HEART, 

I seml you three fine mats and two parrots, one raro goat for 
my little son John to play with, and three sea-horse teeth for our 
little claughter Henrietta; also a little girl, very pretty, anel a little 
black boy for Jolmny. They have the mark O on the left arm, 
&e. &e. 

D 
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attainment of authentic data, on which to ground 
effective offi.cial representation on the subject of the 
unprecedented increase of the Slave Trade all along 
the coast of Brazil, an alrnost insurrnountable ob-
stacle."* 

1 am not sure that we have by any rneans reached 
the extent of the irnportation. The British Consul 
at Pernambuco, of date 29th l\farch, 1838, repeats 
sorne of the argurnents used by the Brazilians in fa-
vour of the traffi.c. They say that the population of 
African slaves in Brazil is estirnated at two rnillions, 
and that the yearly casualties of life being ascertained 
to be in the ratio of five per cent. l>eyond the annual 
births, the population would suffer a decrease in the 
short space of ten years, of half its nurnbers, unless 
supplied by a yearly irnportatiqn without restraint. t 

This in itself, supposing the population to be sta-
tionary, woulcl require an irnportation of 100,000 an-
nually; but we have reason to believe that, although the 
deaths so rnuch exceed the births; the slave population is 
rapidly increasing. According to Sir George Staun-
ton, the nurnber of slaves in the then territory of 
Brazil was in 1792 nearly 600,000. According to 
the offi.cial census of 1835, it was 2,100,000. It is 
impossible to account fór tbis actual increase on a 
decreasing population, except through the Slave , 
~rrade carried on to a prodigious extent. 

The case, however, may be stated thus: prior to 
th~ treaty the annual importation of negroes into five 

* Class B, 1837, p. 84. t Class B, 1839, p. 428, 429. 
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ports of Brazil was 78,331, to \-vhich might be added 
the indefinite but considerable number smugglecl into 
other places in Brazil. Since that time the tracle has, 
by general testimony, increased. Notwithstancling 
the difficulty thrown _in the way of obtaining infor-
mation, the facts which we have been enabled to 
glean demonstrate what ihe l\farquis of Barbacena 
stated in the Senate of Brazil on the 30th of J une, 
1837, namely, That it may be sajeo/J assm·ted, with-
out fem· oj eowg geration, that, diwing the last th1·ee 
years, the imp01·tation has been much more consi-
derable than it had eve1· bej01·e been when the com-
merce was unjettm·ed and legal."* On these 
grouncls we might be entitled to make a consiclerable 
acldition. It is enough for us to lrnow, that, at the 
ve1·y least, 78,331 human beings are annually torn 
from Africa, anel are imported into Braizl. 

CunA. 
It is scarcely practicable to ascertain the number 

of slaves importecl into Cuba : it can only be a 
calculation on, at best, doubtful data. \Ve are con-
tinually told by the Commissioners, that difficulties 
are thrown in the way of obtaining correct infor-
mation in regard to the Slave Tracle ín that islancl. 
Everything that artifice, violence, intimiclation, popu-
lar countenance, anel official connivance can elo, is 
clone, to conceal the extent of the traffic. Our am-
bassaclor at .Madrid, .Mr. Villiers, April, 1837, says, 

* Class B, 1837, p. 69. 
D2 
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"That a privilege (that of entering the harbour after 
clark), deniecl to all other vessels, is grantecl to the 
slave-tracler; anel, in short, that with the servants of 
the Government, the misconcluct of the persons con-
cerned in this tracle fincls favour anel protection. The 
crews of capturecl vessels are permitted to purchase 
their liberation ; anel it would seem that the persons 
concerned in this trade have resolved upon setting 
the Government of the mother country at defiance."* 
Almost the only specific fact which I can collect 
from the reports of the Commissioners, is the state-
rnent, "that 1835 presents a number of slave vessels 
(arriving at the Havana), by wll'ich there must have 
been landed, at the very least, 15,000 negroes."'! But 
in an official letter, dated 28th l\fay, 1836, there is 
the following remarkable passage :-" I wish I coulcl 
add, that this list contains even one-fourth of the 
number of those which have entered after having 
landed cargoes, or sailed, after having refittecl in this 
harbour."t ~rhis woulcl give an amount of 60,000 for 
the I-favana alone; but is Havana the only port in 
Cuba in which negroes are landed ? The reverse is 
notoriously true. The Commissioner says, " I have 
every reasou to believe that severa} of the other ports 
of Cuba,§ more particularly the distant city of St. 

"' Class B, 1837, IJ. 2. '.-!" Class A, 1835, p. 206. 
i Class A, 1836, p. 153. 

§ Mr. Hardy alrn reports that in the year 1838 there were 
laríded at .Tnragua 2803 slaves, being the cargoes of nine vessels. 
And Mr. Consul Tolme, of date March 20, 1839, writcs to Lord 
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j ago de Cuba, carry 011 the traffic to a considerable 
extent." Indeed, it is_ statecl by Mr. Hardy, the 
consul at St. Jago, in a letter to Lord Palmerston, 
of the 18th February, 1837, " That the Portuguese 
brig Boca Neg1·a landed 011 the 6th instant at 
J uragua, a little to windward of this port (St. J ago ), 
400 Africans of all ages, and subsequently entered 
this port."-ii' Further confirmation of this has re-
cently arrived :-in a note given to the commancler 
of Her Majesty's cruizer, on the coast of Cuba, by 
consul Tolme, it is stated that, though the owners 
clislike their vessels discharging 011 the south side of 
the islancl, which is much exposecl, yet many cargoes 
are landerl there, as will be see11 by the following 
list of the places at which, during the last six months, 
vessels have put their llegroes 011 shore. Of 25 
cargoes, nine were lancled at Guanima, four llear 
Triniclad, three at Manil, two at Camarisca, one at 
Puente ele Guano, one at Cabanos, one at Banes, one 
at Cogimar, one at Santa Cruz, one at Canimar, one 
near St. Jago di Cuba. 

But i11 order that we may be assureclly within 
the mark, no claim shall be made on account of 

Palmerston, that " the trade of late years, in spite of the Spanish 
treaty, has materially increased ;" and he adds, " I hesitate not to 
say that, so long as the increasing prosperity of this islancl creates 
a clemand for slaves, .the traffic will be carried on to the sarne and 
even a greater extent than at present, unless Great Britain aclopt 
much more efficient measures than heretofore for putting a_ stop to 
it." Class B., F. s:, 1839, pp. 32-35. 

* Class B., 1837, p. 29. 
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these distant ports. Confining ourselves to the 
Havana, it would seem probable, if it be not de-
monstrated, that the number for that port, à f or-
tiori for the whole island, may fairly be estimated 
at 60,000.* I have many strong grounds for believ-
ing that this is no exaggeration, some of which I will 
mention. In the first pl ace, 1 observe that the great 
majority of slaves, captured hy our cruisers on the 
coast of Africa, are bound to the island of Cuba; out 
of 30 vessels which were adj udicated at Sierra 
Leone during the years 1834 and 1835, 21 are 
described as having that destination. Again, it is an 
acknowledged factt that there is in that island an 

"' "THE SLAVE ' TRADE.- It has occurred to us, now that 
the Spaniards and Porluguese are pushing the inhuman trafilc 
with so much zeal and energy, whether it would not be preferable 
to employ steamers than sailing-vessels in cruizing about that grand 
receptacle of stolen Africans, the island of Cuba. We have heard 
it stated lhat upwards of sixty vessels per m onth arrive in Cuba 
.from lhe coast of A/rica with slaves. Supposing that each vessel 
on an nverage carries two hundred of these, and that the number 
of arrivals continue the sarne for one year certain, we shoulcl have 
the incredible number of one hundred anel forty-four thousand 
slaves imported into that ·colony in twelve months ! Although 
we cannot believe that the tracle is carried on to this extent, still 
we think the Government is called upon to resort to prompt and 
vigorous measures to repress, if not put a stop to it. Whether 
steame1·s would be jJreferable to schooners, such as were previously 
employecl, we are not seamen enough to decide; certainly the 
slavers would have less chance of escape from the former than 
the latter. " - ftVaichman, February 21, l 838. 

t This fact has been admitted to me by a gentleman resident at 
Havana, who at . the same time suspects _ that I have consiclerably 
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annual decrease of 1 O per cent. among the slaves 
employed in the cultivation of sugar, tlie chief 
produce of Cuba, and of 5 per cent. in the coffee-
plantations. The slave population, as I learn from 
·statistical accounts,* amounted, in the year 1828, to 
301,000; therefore, with an average annual decrease 
of at least 8! per cent., it ought, in the year 1830, to 
have amounted to 252,006, or nearly that, whereas, 
on the sarne auth~rity, I find it increased to 479,000, 
leaving an excess, which nothing hut the Slave Trade 
can account for, of 226,994. Lastly, the produce o~ 
sugar, in 1829, arnounted to 164,710,700 lbs.; in 
1836 it was increased to 369,600,000 lbs. ; anel I 
have learnt, on goocl authority, that there were 
exported in 1828, 40,0Q0,000 lbs. more than in any 
preceding year. rrhese undoubtecl facts would war-
rant a much higher estimate than that which I have 
adoptecl; but let the number cleducecl from the re-

over-estimated the numbers imported into Cuba. This, however, 
is the only case in which an objection has been raised to my 
calculation on the ground of exaggeration. I have cancelled this 
sheet 'since the work went to press, that I might extencl this note 
to say that Dr. Madden, the gentleman here referred to, has again 
written to me in very de'cided terms to express his dissent fi;.om the 
calculation I have here made of the annual decrease of the slaves, 
anel consequentty f:om the result, so far as it depends 011 that 
foct; his estimate of the annual importation into Cuba is materi-
ally short of mine, but the data on which it is foundecl are not 
sufficientl y clear to incluce me to alter the teKt, though I feel it 
right thus pointedly to mention the difference between us . 

* Statistical Account of Cuba, by Don Ramon de Sagra, Havama, 
1831. 
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ports of the Commissioners be taken, anel the account 
will stand thus :-

Cuba 
Brazil 

To this number of slaves actually lancleel 
must be aclelecl those who have been 
capturecl, which, on the average of 
the years 1836 anel 1837, was at 
Sierra Leone 

Anel at Havana in 1837 
I cannot find that any have heen ad-

juclicated at Rio. 
Further than this 1 cannot go by actual 

proof; but there can be no cloubt that 
the Slave Traele has other victims than 
those inclucleel in this calculation. For ex-
ample, we lrnow that several slave vessels 
are annually wreckecl or founcler at sea ;* 
thoughit is impossible to arrive at anything 
like exact numbers. Many negroes also 
are thrown overboard, either cluring achase, 
or from clearth of provisions anel water. t 

For these, 1 will assume 

60,000 
78,331 

138,331 

7,852 

146,183 
442 

3,375 

'l'otal .. 150,000 
* See w·recks, &e., page 166, &e. 
"t See p. 157, Captain Wauchope, R.N. See also the Paris 

}Jetition at p. 118. 
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I li ave no authority for this assumption of 3,37 5, 
it is merely a guess ; it may be excessive. I only 
take this number to rnake a rouncl sum. And if in 
this trivial point I have gone beyond the mark, I 
shall give abundant cornpensation for it hereafter. 

I will next take the case of the lslancl of 

PoRTO Rrno. 
ln regard to Porto Rico, I learn frorn the valuable 

work of Colonel F1inter, entitled " Present State of 
the Islanrl of Porto Rico," some important facts: 
the exports from that island amounted to-

in 1814 500,840 dollars. 
1830 3,411,845 

'11 he amount of sugar producecl has increased 
from 37,969 arrobas in 1810 
to 414,663 ,, 111 1830. 

He calculates that there are only 45,000 slaves 
in the islancl; but he tells us that the lanclecl pro-
prietors conceal the real number of their slaves in 
order to escape a tax.* 

From the Parliamentary Papers of 1837, it ap-
pears, as statecl by lVIr. Courtenay, the British Consul at 
Port-au-Prince,Haiti, "that a slavingschooner, under 
the Brazilian flag, called Paquete de Capo Verde, 

; · * From statistical accounts as furni shed by Mr. M'Queen ) t 
appears that the slave population . 

iu. 1820 amountedto , 20,191 
] 831 . 41,819 
1836 from the best accounts 60,000 
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was wreck~d 011 the Folle reefs near Aux Cayes on 
the 28th February, 1837, having previously landed his 
cargo at Ponces, in the J sland of Porto Rico."* It 
appears also, that one-ninth part of all the vessels 
condemned at Sierra Leone in 1837 were bouncl for 
Porto Rico, and that one of them at least, the Descu-
bierta, belonged to the island and was built there.t 

ln a Report by the Commissioners at Sierra Leone, 
of date 20th March, 1837, it is statecl that the Teme-
rario had been capturecl with 352 slaves on board, 
bou11d for the islancl of Porto Rico ; t the Commis-
sioners, 011 the 25th of April following) report the 
case of the Cinco Amigos, "belonging to the Spanish 
Island of Porto Rico, where slaving adventures have 
Iatterly been fitted out, with increased activity."§ 

A gentleman on whom I can rely, has informecl 
me that in November, 1836, he saw two slave-vessels 
fitting out in the harbour of Porto Rico, and on his 
return i11 l\farch, 1837, he saw a slaver entering the 
harbour, and he learned on the spot, from goocl au-
thority., that about 7,000 negroes had been landed in 
the space of the preceding year. 

From the above facts, especially from the increased 
production of sugar; from the constant smuggling 
communication which is known to exist with the 
slave-mart of St. Thon'ias; from the circumstance 

* Class B., 1837, p. 140. 
"t Class A., (Further Series,) 1837, pp. 5, 13. 
t Class A., 1837, p. 50. 
§ Class A., 1837, p. 28. 
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tlrnt apprentices have been kidnappecl by their masters 
in the British settlement of An guilla, * for the purpose 
of being carriecl to Porto Rico,-and from the fact, 
that there is some Slave 'frade with that island, it is 
not diffi.cult to come to the conclusion, that there has 
been a traffic in slaves to a consiclerable arnount. 
Upon the sarne principle, however, which has lecl me 
to waive all aclclitions tó which any shacle of doubt may 
attach, I will not claim any increase on the sum of 
slaves exported from Africa, in respect of Porto Rico. 

BUENOS AYRES, ETC. 

I am afraid that some adclition rnight too justly be 
claimed with rega1:d to the countries in the vicinity 
of the rivers Plata anel Uruguay. 

ln a letter from Mr. Hood )o Lord Palmerston, 
dated from Buenos Ayres, the capital of the pro-
vinces of Rio de la Plata, 1833, it is stated, " that 
the dormant spirit of slave tr~cling has been awak-
eneel ;" that the Aguila Primera, a schooner belóng-
ing to this place, anel under this flag, was fitting, anel 
in a forwarcl state, to proceecl to the coast of Congo 
for a cargo of slaves; anel that other fast-sailing 
vessels were in request for the sarne service." rrhe 
Uruguese minister dicl not deny that the Government 
were cognizant of the proceedings, anel confessed that 
" they had given their concurrence to irnport 2000 
colonists from the coast of Africa, w hich he consi-
dere d a fair anel legitimate trade." Nor is it to be 

* Class B., 1837, p. 10. 
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vvondered at that he hacl arrivecl at so extraorclinary 
a conclusion; for it appears by the sarne letter that 
the sarne '' minister hacl receivecl a bribe of 30,000 
clollars to permit a cornpany of merchants to import 
2000 slaves, uncler the denomination of colonists."* 

ln September, 1834, Lord Palmerston, in a letter 
to Mr. Hamilton, states that the Slave Trade is now 
increasing in the river Plata, supported by the capital 
of Monte Vicleot citizens, anel coverecl by the flag of 
the United Provinces of the Uruguay," anel that the 
Abolition Law is wholly without effect.:j: 

How unavailing were the remonstrances then rnacle, 
appears by the fact of the seizure, on the lOth No-
vember, 1834) of the Rio da Prata, a slave-brig of 
202 tons, under the flag of Monte Vídeo, with licence 
from the authorities to import 650 colonists, with 521 
slaves on board, men, wornen, and chilclren." § 

" ·wr e may form some idea," says Mr. lVl'Queen, 
" of the numbers importecl into the Argentine Re-
public, or provinces of R io de la Plata, from the fact 
that, in 1835 ( see Porter's Tables), twenty Portuguese 
vessels departecl for Africa, andas many arrivecl from 
it in the port of Monte Vídeo, after landing their car-
goes of slaves from Africa on the adj acent coasts ." li 

·=~ Class B., 1833, pp. 55 and 56. 
t lVIonJe Vic1eo is the capital of the Unitecl Provinces of the 

Uruguay, otherwise called the Oriental R epublic, or Banda 
Oriental. 

t ClassB., 1834, P: 8 1. § Class B., 1835, p.14 1. 
\\ Mr. Mantleville, of date 24th J annary, 1839, writ-cs from 
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It is most disheartening to find, that, in spite of 
all our· efforts, the Slave Trade, instead of ceasing 
where it has long prevailed, is spreadiiig over these 
new and petty states ; and that the first use they 
make of their flag (which hut for us they never would 
have possessecl) is to thwart Great Britain, anel to 
cover the Slave Trade : and, further, to learn that 
their slave-traffic is attendecl with even more than the 
usual horrors. It must not be forgotten that, as we 
have j ust seen, for a voyage from the southern coast 
of Africa to Monte Vídeo, (a voyage of some thou-
sancls of miles,) the space allowecl is less than one ton 
for three slaves. 

Lists are given in the Parliamentary Papers of 
many vessels employed in the Slave Tracle, which are 

Buenos Ayres that the Consul at Monte Vicleo hacl acquaintecl him 
with a new methocl of smuggling slaves into the republic of the 
Uruguay. A Brazilian becomes owner of a vessel uncler Monte 
Viclean colours; he sencls a cargo to Rio, where the vessel receives 
Brazilian produce. \Vith ti regular clearance, she then sails for 
Monte Vídeo : having got outside the harbour, little sail is made, 
anel at night a boat comes off from tlie shore with 20 or 40 ne-
groes. These are landecl at Maldonaelo, or in the neighbourhoocl, 
anel then the vessel makes her entry to Monte Vídeo in the usual 
manner; anel no questions are askecl. By a systematic repetit.ion 
of this frauel a great number of slaves are introeluced into the 
"Banda Oriental." I do not quote this to prove that the Slave 
Trade from Africa is increased by this practice, for this is 
obviously not the case; but it shows an appetite for Slave 
Tracling on the part of the Monte Videans, anel the shifts to 
which- they resort in order to satisfy it. Class D., F. S., 1839, 
p. 16. 
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continually arriving at, or sailing from, Monte Vídeo;* 
but it seems hardly necessary to pursue the subject 
further. We know there is a Slave Tracle with these 
states; but as we have no data to compute the extent 

· of it, 1 cannot avail myself of the fact, however cer-
tain it may be. 1 must, therefo1·e, in regard to these 
countries, as 1 have clone in the case of Porto Rico, 
wave extending my calculatioús. I will next advert 
to 

THE UNITED STATES. 

ln the Report 'of the Commissioners at Havana, 
for 1836, clated 25th Oct., 1836, 1 find these words :-
'' During the months of August and September 
(1836) there arrived here for sale, from the United 
States, several new schooners, some of which were 
already expressly fitted for the Slave Trade. 

"The Emanuel anel Dolores were purchased, anel 
have since left the port ( we believe with other names) 
on slaving expeditions, under the Spanish flag. 

" But, to our astonishment anel regret, we h;:tve 
ascertained that the Anaconda anel Viper, the one on 
the 6th, anel the other on the 1 Oth current, clearecl 
out anel sailecl from hence for the Cape de V ercle 
Islands, uncler the American-flag. t 

* Class B, 1835, pp. 141-143. 
t Mr. Barker, the British Consul at the Cape de Verde J slanus, 

of date 3lst December, 1838, states that the American Consul at 
Havana, Mr. Trist, had granted more than ten false bills of sale 
of vessels, and passes to :these islands. Class B, 1839, F. S., 
p. 110. 
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" These two vessels a1·1'ived in the Havana, .fitted 
in evm·y pMticular fm· the Slave T1·ade ; anel took 
on boarel a cargo which woulel" at once have con-
elemned, as a slave1·, any vessel belonging to the 
nations that are parties to the equipment article."* 

The Commissioners further observe, that the eleclara-
tion of the American Presielent " not to make -the 
United States a party to any convention on the sub-
ject of the Slave Trade, has been the means of ineluc-
ing American citizens to builel anel fit, in their own 
ports, vessels, only calculated for pintcy or the Slave 
Traele, to enter this harbour, and, in concert with the 
Havana slave-traelers, to take on boarel a prohibited 
cargo, manacles, &c.; anel proceed openly to that 
notorious depôt for this iniquitous traffic, the Cape 
de Verde Islanels, under the shelter of their national 
flag :" anel "we may add, that, while these American 
slavers were making their final arrangements for de-
parture, the Havana was visited more than once by 
American ships of war, as well as British and 
French.'' 

The Comrnissioners also state, that " two Arnerican 
vessels, the Fanny Butler anel Rosanna, have pro-
ceeded to the Cape de Verde Islands anel the coast 
of Africa, under the American flag, upon the sarne 
inhuman speculation. "t A few months afterwards 
they report that-" We cannot conceal our eleep re-

*' Class A, 1836, p. 191. 
t ClassA, 1836,pp.191, 192. 
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gret at the new and dread.ful i11ipetus imparted to 
the Slave Trade of this island (Cuba), by the manner 
in which some American citizens impunably violate 
every law, by embarking openly for the coast of 
Africa under their national flag, with the avowecl 
purpose of bringing slaves to tliis market.* Consul 
Tolme, of date l lth April, 1839, says, "ln fact there 
appears, more than I ever lmew it before, an eager-
ness on the part of the Slave Traclers to purchase 
fast-sailing Arnerican built vessels, and to send them 
out to Africa under the flag of the United States."-j-
We are Jikewise assured that it · is intencled, by 
means of this flag, to supply slaves for the vast pro-· 
vince of Texas; agents from thence being in con-
stant communication with the Havana slave mer-
chants."t 

This "new and dreadfol impetus" to the Slave 
Trade, predicted by our cornmissioners, has already 
come to pass. I n the recent Parliamentary papers, 
the number of American vessels employecl in the 

* Class A, 1836, p. 218, and Class B, 1836, pp. 123 and 129. 
t Class B., F. S., 1839, p. 35. 
t While preparing this work for the press, I receivecl a com· 

mnnication from MRjor M'Gregor, late Special Magistrate at the 
Bahamas, in which he notices the wreck of the schooner Invin-
cible, on the 28th October, 1837, on one of these islands ; anel he 
adds, "the captain's name was Potts, a native of Florida. The 
vessel was fitted out at Baltimore in America, and three-fourths 
of the crew were natives of the United States, although they pre-
tencled to be only passengers." 
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trade in 1837 is stated to be 11, anel, in 1838, 19.'~ 
ln a list of the departure of _ vessels for the coast of 
Africa from the Havana', up to a recent date, I find 
that, " in the last four months," no other flags than 
those of Portugal and the U nited States have been 
used to cover sla vers. t 

'fhe list states that vessels, fitted for the Slàve 
Trade, sailed from Havana for the coast of Africa, 
bearing the American flag, as follows :-

"' Class A, F. S., 1838-9, p. 104. 
t The Venus, said to be the sharpest clipper-bnilt_ vessel ever 

constructed at Baltimore, left that place in July, 1838, and 
arrived at Havana on the 4th of August following. She sailed 
from thence, in September, for Mozambique; there she took in a 
cargo of slaves, being all this time under the flag of the United 
States. On the 7th of January, 1839, she landed 860 negroes 
near Havana, under Portuguese colours; and on the 9th these 
blacks, with 1200 more, were seen at one of the Barracoons, within 
two milea of that city, " exposed for sale, and presenting a most 
humiliating and melancholy spectacle."-PRIVATE LETTERS. 

Lieut. Reeve, of date 2d April, 1839, writes to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty, that unless immediate steps be taken to check the 
protection of the American flag to the slaver, it will be useless for 
Her Majesty's cruizers to be employed for the suppression of the 
traffic; and he adds, " No other flag will be Eeen on the coast Ü) 

a short time, for it affords all the protection a slaver can require 
under the existing laws." 

Admiral Elliot, of date 6th Feb., 1839, says, "Severul of the 
slave dealers have declared their intention to have an American 
sailing master and American colours iu each vessel, and some 
have had the impudence to assert that the government of the 
United States would not discouútenance such practices." Class 
D, F. S., 1839, p. 31. 

E 
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American. 

During the month of J une, 1838; 2 
,, July 2 
,, August 5 
,, September 1 

10 

The Commissioners at Havana, of date lst January, 
1839, say, " It appears that the American flag will 
be at the command of whoever chooses to embark in 
such inhuman speculations."* 

No symptom in the case is so alarming as this. 
It remains to be seen, whether America will endure 
that her flag shall be the refoge of these dealers in 
human blood. 

I confidently hope better things for the peace of 
Africa and for the honour of the Uriited States.t 

'l'his leads me to the province of 

TEXAS. 

I have been informelil, upon high authority, that 
" within the last twelve months t 15,000 negroes 
were imported from Africa into Texas." I have the 

* Class A, F. S., 1838-9, p. 104. 
t I am g1ad to find that, in the course of 1838, an American 

sloop of war was stationed at Havana for the special purpose of 
putting down abuses of the American flag; and that the com-
mander of this vessel hacl seizecl a brig, pretending to be Ameri-
can, from the coast of Africa, anel deli vered her up to tbe Spanish 
authorities. Class A, F. S., 1838-9, p. 102. 
, :j: Refening to 1837. and 1838. 
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greatest reliance on the veracity of the gentleman 
from whom this intelligence comes ; but 1 would 
fain hope that he is in error. 1 can conceive no 
calamity to Africa greater than that Texas should 
be added to the number of the slave-trading states. 
It is a gulf which will absorb millions of the human 
race. 1 have proof, quite independent of any state-
ments in this work, that not less than four millions 
of negroes have in the last half century been torn 
from Africa for the supply of Brazil. Texas, once 
polluted with the Slàve Trade, will require a number 
still more appalling. 

ln the case of Texas, as 1 have not suffi.cient proof 
to adduce in support of the numbers which it is re-
ported have been carried into that country, 1 shall, 

·as 1 have already done in similar instances, wave my 
claim for increasing my general estimate. 

SuMMARY. 

1 have then brought the case to this point. There 
is Slave Trading,_ although to an unknown and in-
definite amount, to Porto Rico; to Texas; and 
to some of the South American republics. 

There is the strongest presumptive evidence, that 
the Slave Trade into the five ports of Brazil which 
have been noticed, is " much more considerable " 
than my estimate . makes it; anel that 1 have also 
underFated the importation of negroes into Cuba. 
There are even grounds for suspicion that there are 
other places (besides Porto Rico, Texas, Cuba, 

E2 
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Monte Video, &e., and Brazil), where slaves are 
introduced. But for .all these presumptions 1 reckon 
nothing-1 take no account of them; 1 li~uit myself 
to the facts which I have established; viz., that 
there are, at the present time, imported annually into 

Brazil • 78,331 
That the annual importations into Cuba 

amount to 
That there have been captured 
Anel 1 assume that the casualties* 

amount to 

Making together 

60,000 
8,294 

3,375 

150,000 

CoRROBORATIVE PROOFS oF THE ExTENT oF THE 

S LAVE TRADE. 

1 confess there is something startling in the asser-
tion, that so vast a number are annually carried from 
Africa to various parts of the N ew 'Vorld. 

Such a statement may well be receiveel with some 
elegree of eloubt, anel even suspicion. 1 have not 
been wholly free from these feelings myself; anel 
1 have again anel again gone over the puhlic docu-
ments, on which 1 have alone relied, in oreler to 
detect any inaccuracy which might lurk in them, or 
in the inferences eleduceel from them. No such mis-
take can 1 discover; but my conviction that the 
calculation is not excessive, has been fortifieel by 
finding that other persons, who have had access to 

"'See p. 34. 
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other sources of information, and who rest their 
estimates on other data than those on which I have 
reliecl, make the number of human beings torn from 
Africa still greater than I do. 

For example :-Captain M'Lean, Governor of 
Cape Coast Castle for many years, who estimates the 
extent of the Slave Trade by the vessels which he 
has se.en passing along the coast, rates the number of 
slaves apnually taken from the Bights of Benin and 
Biafra alone, at 140,000. 

ln a letter from that gentleman, clated June 11, 
1838, he says :-

SrR, 
ln compliance with your wishes, I beg leave to state tf) 

you, in this forro, what I have already mentioned to you verbally; 
namely, that " in the year 1834, I have every reason to believe 
that the number of sla,_ves carried off from the Bights of Benin 
and Biafra amounted to 140,000."lli I have not beside me the 
particular data whereon I grounded this calculation; but I can 
state generally, that I founded it upon tbe number of slave-vessels 
which actually passed the forts on the Gold Coast during tbat 

· year, and of those others, of whose presence on the coast I hacl 
certain information from Her Majesty's cruisers or otherwise. 
When I say that I have rather under than over-stated the number, 
I ought at the sarne time to state that, in the years 1834-5, more 
slavers appeared on the coast than in any previous year within 

* This fact, taken in connexion with an opinion expressed to 
me by Governor M'Lean, and confirmed by several merchants 
and captains trading to the coast of Africa, tbat three out of five of 
all the slave-vessels from the Bight of Benin are bound to Cuba, 
gives 84,000 as the extent of tbe Slave Trade of tbat island; an 
amount far exceeding my estimate. 
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my observation; and this was partially, at least, accounted for 
(by those engaged in the traffic) by the fact of the cholera having 
swept off a large number of the slaves in the island of Cuba. 
The ports of Bahia, also, were opened for the introduction of 
slaves, after having been shut for some time previous, on accouiit 
of an insurrection among the negro population in that country. 

Governor lVI'Lean returned to Cape Coast Castle 
in 1838, and found, it ?-ppears, that the Slave Trade 
had by no means decreased during his absence. ln 
a letter, dated 16th October of that year, he says, 
" Slavers have continued to pass the forts; some of 
them, as usual, stopping here. From various in-
quiries that I have made, and by collating my inform-
ation, as received from several sources, I can state as 
a fact, that there are at this moment on the coast 
200 slave-vessels, all under Portuguese colours." 
He was assured, by the master of one of the slave-
ships which stopped at the fort, that "the trade was 
on the increase, the prices given for slaves in Cuba 
being higher than ever." 

This does not include the slaves embarked froni 
the many notorious slave-ports to the northward of 
Cape Coast, nor those carried from the eastern shores 
of Africa. nor those who are shipped at Loango and 
the rest of the south-western coast. I confess that 
I have not any very clear grounds for calculating or 
estimating the numbers shipped from these three 
qúarters. Along the south-eastern coast, we know 
that there are a great many ports from whence slaves 
are taken. With respect to the majority of these, we 
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are left in the dark as to the extent to which the 
Slaye Trade is carried on ; but, in a few cases, we 

)mve specific inforrnation. For example :-in the 
letters found on board the Soleil,_ which was captured 
by Commodore Owen, H. M. S. Leven, we have the 
following statement :-" From the port of Mozam-
bique are exported every year upwards of 10,000 
blacks.""' Commodore Owen, in the account of his 
voyage to the eastern coast, informs us that from 
eleven to fourteen slave-vessels come annually from 
Rio Janeiro to Quilimane, anel return with from 400 
to 500 slaves each, on an average, which would 
amount to about 5,500.-1-

Captain Cookt has informed me that, during the 
year 1837, twenty-one slave-vessels sailed from Mo-
zambique, with an average cargo of 400 slaves each, 
making 8,400. These, added to 7,200 exported from 
Quilimane in eighteen ve:::se1s, p,lso in 1837, according 
to Captain Cook, give a total of 15,600 s1aves con-
veyed to Brazil and Cuba from these two ports alone. 
Of all the vessels, in nmnber about thirty-eight, 
which sailed from the eastern coast in that year, Cap-
tain Cook believes that only one was captured. He 
aclds,-" Sorne slaves are shipped from lnhambane, 
anel other places along the coast ;" but, having 

* Class B, 1828, p. 84. 
t Owen's Voyage, &e., London, 18:33, vol. i., p. 293. 
t Captain Cook commandecl a trading vessel, employed on the 

east roas.t of Africa, in 1836, 7, anel 8. 
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no accurate information, he has altogether omitted 
them. 

Lieutenant Bosanquet, of H: M. S. Leveret, in 
a ]etter addressed to Admiral Sir P. Campbell, dated 
29th September, 1837, says :-" From rny observa-
tions last year, anel from the information I have 
since been able to obtain, I conceive that upwards of 
12,000 slaves must have left the east coast of Africa 
in 1836 for .the Brazils and Cuba; anel 1 think, from 
the number of vessels already arrived,* and there 
being many more expected, that that number will not 
be much decreased this year."t 

1 will now turn to the south-western coast :-
ln 1826, the Governor of Benguela informed Com-

rnodore Owen that, " Some years back, that place 
had enjoyed greater trade than St. Paul de Loando, 
having then an annual averaged export of 20,000 
slaves."t Owen also informs us that, "From St. 
Paul de L oando, 18,000 to 20,000 slaves are said to 
be annually exported, in great part to Brazil; but 
that the supply had considerahly decreased, on account 
of the dishonesty of the black agents in the country." 

Commodore Owen shortly afterwards (in 1827) 
visited Kassenda, near the river Congo, which place, 
he says, "is principally resorted to by slavers, of whom 

* The letter is dated at the close of the rainy season on the 
eastern coast. 

t Class B, Fnrlher Series, 183'7, p . 25 . 
t Owen's Voyage, &e., vol. ii., p. 272. 
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five were at anchor in the harbour on our arrival, 
one French, anel the rest under the .Brazilian flag."* 

On looking over the Slave Trade papers presented 
to Parliament in 1838, t I find it stated, in monthly 
lists, that, in the course of the year 1837, seventy 
vessels were reported by the British authorities to 
have importecl into the vicinity of Rio Janeiro 
29,929 slaves, from Angola, Benguela, and Loando. 
All these vessels carne in ballast to the port of Rio 
Janeiro, after having landed their slaves on the coast. 

The reacler will see (vide p.18, &e.) thatthere are 
other points in Brazil at which slaves are disem-
barked. To say nothing of these, though the consul 
at one of them report:s the arrival of the Portuguese 
brig Aleicle, from Angola, on the lOth July, 1837, 
having previously landed 460 slaves in the neigh-
bourhood; though the consul at another states that 
" the frequent disembarkation of negroes importecl 
from the coast of Africá. in the vicinities of this port, 
is the common public talk of the day ;" and though 
the vice-consul at a thircl notices the arrival of three 
vessels from Angola, in the months of November and 
December, 1836, I only claim from Angola 29,929 
uegroes landed in Brazil in 1837. 

Then, as to the ports and rivers to the north of 
Cape Palmas, I 'find that General Turner, late 
Governor of Sierra Leone, in a despatch dated the 
20th December, 1825, states that the exports of 

* Owen's Voyage, &e., vol. ii. p. 292. 
· t Class B, 1837, and Class B, Further Series, 1837. 
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slaves from that part of the coast amount annually 
to 30,000.* 

From these extracts it appears that we have satis-
factory evidence. that the export of slaves from the 
south-eastern coast of Africa to America amounts 
annually to, say, 
From Angola, &e. to America . 
From the ports to the northward of Cape 

Coast to America 

15,000 
29,929 

30,000 

Amounting in all to 74,929 

Thus then stands the case. W e have information 
that the Slave Trade prevails in a variety of ports 
and rivers besides those in the Bights of Benin and 
Biafra. This information, though conclusive as to 
the fact that the Slave Trade prevails, is vague as to 
the extent to which it is carried on; but we have 
specifi.c authority to this extent, that from a limited 
number of these ports there is an annual draft of 
about 75,000 
To these we must confine ourselves, and 

these, added to 140,000 
given by Mr. lVI'Lean for the exports 

• Extracted from the Records of the Colonial Office for 1825. 
The Sierra Leone Commissioners, of date 8th March, !838, 

notice "the increasing activity of the Slave Trade in this neigh-
bourhood. ln confirmation of this opinion, we rnay remark," 
they add, "that the two cargoes of slaves shipped by the Isabelita 
in the space of about five months, were drawn from the Sherbro' 
and Galenas." 
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from the Bights of Benin and Biafra, 
make the total annual Slave Trade 
between Africa and America amount to 215,000 

If we deduct from this number the usual amount 
of mortality, it will leave a remainder not very dif-
ferent from, though somewhat exceeding, the esti-
mate of 150,000 landed annually in America. 

· With anothcr gentleman, lVIr. lVI'Queen, whose 
authority I have already quoted, I did not becQme 

. acquainted until after the time that I had completecl 
my own estimate. His channels of information 
are totally distinct from mine. Besides being con-
versant with all the information which is to be found 
in this country, he has recently returnecl from a visit 
to Cuba and Porto Rico, where he went on the busi-
ness of the Colonial Bank, and where he availed him-
self of oppo1:tunities of collecting information relative 
to the Slave Trade. 

He rates the Slave Trade of Brazil at 
Cuba and Porto Rico 
Captured in the year 1837 • 

90,000 
100,000 

6,146 

196,146 

Besides Texas, Buenos Ayres, and the Argentine 
Republic, into which he believes there are large im-
portations, though to what extent he has no rneans of 
judging. 

I now resort to a rnode of proof tota1ly different 
from all the foregoing. I have had much communi-
cation with African merchants, engaged in legitimate 
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trade ; and it was suggested by one of them that a 
very fair estimate of numbers might be formed, from 
the amount of goods prepared for the Slave Trade, 
( and absolutely inapplicable to any other purpose 
except the Slave Trade,) manufactured in this coun-
try .*" At my request, they furnished me with the 
following very intelligent summary of the argument, 
prepared, as 1 understood, by Captain M'Lean :-

It is necessarily impossible, from tbe very nature of tbe Slave 
Trade, to ascertain directly, or with any degree of precision, the 
number of slaves actually exported from tbe coast of Africa for 
the Transatlantic slave-markets, in any given year or space of 
time. But it is very possible, by instituting careful and minute 
inquiries into the several ramifications into which that traffic 
branches, to obtain results, by the combination of which we may 
arrive at an approximation to the truth, sufficiently accurate for 
all the purposes of the main inquiry. And if we fincl that the 
data thus obtained from the most opposite sources, and from 
parties upon whose judgment and veracity the most implicit 
reliance may be placed, bring us to the sarne general result, it 
may, we think, be fairly taken for granted that the result is sub-
stantially correct. 

Among the various sources to wbich we have applied ourselves, 
in order to ascertain the present actual extent of the Slave Trade, 
not the least important or satisfactory in its results has been a 
careful inquiry as to the quantity and value of goods, rnanufactured 
expressly and exclusively for the purchase of slaves. The grounds 

* I have just heard from a highly respectable correspondent, 
who has long resided in Brazil, that "the manufacture of goods 
exclusively for Africa and the Slave Trade, . and exported to Rio 
de Janeiro, for the snpport of that trade, is generally admitted by 
the English merchants in that city. They neither disguise nor 
deny that the traffic is chiefly upheld hy means of English 
capital." 
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upon which we insti.tuted and carrieu ou this investigation were 
these :-

1. W e ascertained, by the concurrent testimony of competent 
and unimpeachable authority, that the merchandise chiefly, if not 
exclusively, given in exchange for slaves, consists of cowries, 
Brazilian tobacco in rolls, spirits, and Manchester píece-goods. 

2. That the proportions of the goods thus paid, might be taken 
generally to be,-one-third cowries, a third tobacco and spirits, 
and a third Manchester cotton goods. 

3. W e ascertained that the average sum paid for each slave 
(taking the goods at cost prices) was about f.4 sterling. 

Lastly, we ascertained that all, or nearly all, the cotton goods 
purchased for the Slave Trade, were manufactured in Lancashire ; 
and that the description of goods so manufactured were altogethe 
unsuitable for any other market save that traffic alone. 

Assuming these premises to be correct, and we verified them 
with much care, and by the most strict investigation, it of course 
fol_lowed that, if, by any means, we could ascertain, ·even proxi-
mately, the value and quantity of the cotton goods manufactured 
in and exported_from Lancashire, for the Slave Trade, during any 
one of the few last years, we should arrive at a proximate (but, 
in the main, correct) estimate of the number of slaves actually 
purchased on the coast of Africa.* 

To some this indirect modiis probandi, as to an 'important fact, 
may appear far-fetched; but we are assured by those who are most 
conversant with the African trade generally, as well as wíth the 
Slave Trade and its operations in jJarticular, that it is much more 

* The commissio11ers at Rio Janeiro, of date 14th July, 1838, 
make the following remark :-" W e have been assured that it is 
no uncommou practice (which, however, we do not undertake to 
vouch for as a fact) with some of the commission houses here of 
Liverpool, Leeds, Manchester, and Birmingham, to seU their goods 
intencled for the African market ou conditional terms ; the debt to 
·be acquitted i11 part or in whole, according as the adventure may 
ultimately prove successful or otherwise."-Class A, 1838-9, 
p. 171. 

Mr. Gordon, of date 2lst April, 1838, speaking of the Slav~ 
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conclusive than, to those unacquainted with that peculiar trade, it 
would appear. As corroborative of other proofs, at least, it must 
certainly be regarded as very va1uable. 

From returns with which we have been furnished by parties 
whose names, were we at liberty to mention them, would be a 
su:fficient guarantee for their correctness,'we have ascertained that 
the entire quantity of cotton goods manufactured in Lancashire, 
for the African trade (including the legitimate as well as the Slave 
Trade), was, in the year 1836, as fo1lows :-

V alue of Manchester goods manufactured exclu-
sively for the African legitimate tracle . f.150,000 

Va1ue of goods mauufactured in Lancashire, anel 
shippeel to BraZil, Cuba, United States, anel 
elsewhere, intenelecl for the Sluve Traele, anel 
adaptecl only for that tracle f.250,000 

Tracle at Rio de Janeiro, says :-" It appears probable that much 
British capital is engageel therein, even clirectly. Indirectly many 
British houses in this city have for some time past greatly assisteel 
enterprises for the nefarious end." He adds, "That when there 
was a risk from tile British cruizers, these merchants so1cl only 
for ready money, but now they give :the slave-elealers creclit."-
Class B, 1839, p. 369. 

It is satisfactory to observe that this painful intimation has not 
been unnoticecl by the Home Government. 

Viscount Palmerston to Her Jlt[ ajesty' s Commissioners at Rio 
de Janeiro. 

Gentlemen, Foreign O:ffice, Feb. 20, 1839. 
With reference to that part of your despatch of the 14th 

July, 1838, in which you state that British merchants are con-
cerned, and British capital is employecl, in Brazjl, in Slave Trade; 
I have to desire that you will collect and transmit to me all the 
informatiou you can obtain, with a view to facilitate the identifica-
tion and prosecution of such persons as may be concerned in these 
transactions. 

Iam, &e.,· 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Class A, F. S.1 1838-9, p. 131. 
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Thus showing ap excess in the quantity of goods manufactured 
for the Slave Trade, over tbat intended for legitimate trade, 
during the year 1836, of Í:I00,000, or two-fifths of the whole 
amount. 

Calcu1ating by the data already :given, we shaU find that the 
number of slaves to the purchase of which the above amount of 
goods (manufactured and exported in one 'year, 1836) was ade-
quate, would amount to the large number of 187,500/-a number 
wnich we have strong reasou to be1ieve, according to information 
tlerived from other sources, to be substantiaUy correct. 

Assuming the data on which the merchants calcu-
late to be correct, some considerable addition must be 
made to the number of 187,500, for 

I. Goods only suited for the Slave Trade are 
manufactured at Glasgow as well as in Lancashire. 

2. Specie to a very considerable extent finds its 
way through Cuba and Brazil to Africa, and is there 
employcd in the purchase of Slaves. To the numbeN 
then purchased by goods must be addecl the number 
purchased by money. 

3. Ammunition and :fire-arms to a large amount, 
and, like the goods, of a quality only fit for the Slave 
Trade, are sent from this country to Africa. The 
annual amount of such exports is stated in the Offi.cial 
Tables,t No. 6, of 1836, to be 137,698l. This item 
alone would give an increase of 34,424. 

* Each slave averaging ;l;'.4 for his cost price, ;f'.250,000 will 
purchase 62,500 slaves, anel as only one-third of tbe who1e number 
purchased are bought with manufactured goods, 62,500 multiplied 
by three will give 187,500 for the annual number imported. 

t Tables of Revenue, &e., publishecl by authority of Parliament. 
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4. The Americans also furnish Cuba and Brazil 
with arms, ammunition, and goods. 

5. East Inclian goods also are employed in the 
Slave '"frade. 

It is superfluous to quote authority for the facts 
just enumerated, as they are notorious to commercial 
men. Thus, by the aid of this circumstantial evi-
dence, of scarcely inferior value to direct and imme-
diate proof, we show that the Slave Trade between 
Africa and the 'Vest cannot be less than 200,000, 
and probably reaches 250,000, annually exported. 

There is also another mode of looking at the sarne 
, question, though under an aspect quite distinct. 

From an examination of the number of sl.ave-ships 
which left Brazil, Cuba, &e., in the year 1829,* as 
compared with t~e number captured in the sarne 
year, it appears that on the average one in thirty 
only is taken: now, 011 the average of the years 1836 
and 1837, we have 7,538 negroes as the number cap-
tured, which, being multiplied by 30, give~ a total, 
226,140. 

Thus, then, the estimate of 150,000, at which, on 
the authority, principally, of the British Commis-
sioners, I have myself arrived, with the number 
which perish on the passage,t make together an 
amount, which corresponds with, and is confirmecl, 
lst, by the actual observation of the-

* Mr. M.'Queen communicated this to me last year. 
t See Summary-Mortality, Midclle Passàge, JJ.144. 
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Governor of Cape Coast Castle, coupled 
with other authorities, by which thc 
number must amount to . 

2ndly, by Mr. l\'I'Queen's researches, 
200,000 

hy whicl1 the number must amount to 196,000 
3rdly, by the estimates founded on the 

quantity of goods exportecl for the 
Slave '"frade, hy which it must amount 
to, from 200,000 to 250,000 

4thly, by a comparison between the pro-
portion captured with those who es-
cape, by which it must arnount to 226,000 
1 have now to consider the 

.MoliAMMEDAN SLAvE 'rHADE. 

HitheHo, I have confinetl my observations to the 
traffic across the Atlantic, from the east anel west 
coasts of Africa; there is yet another clrain upon this 
nnhappy country, in the immense tracle which is car-
ried on for the supply of the Mohammedan markets 
of lVIorocco, Tunis, 'rripoli, Egypt, 'furkey, Persia, 
Arnbia, anel the borders of Asia. 

This commerce comprises two distinct divisions, 
lst, the maritime, the victims of which are shipped 
from the north-east coast, in Arab vessels; anel 2n<l, 
the Desert, which is carrietl on, by means of cara-
vans, to Barbary, Egypt, &e. 

The maritime trade is principally conducted by 
the subjects of the lmaum of 1\foslrnt ; anel as this is 
a hranch of our subject, licretofore but little known, 

F 
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I will make a few rernarks as to its extent, the coun-
tries which it stipplies, anel the amount of its nnnual 
export. 

Captain Cogan, of the In<lian Navy, who, from 
his frequent intercourse with the lrnaum, and, from 
having been- his accrecliteel agent in England, hael 
the best opportunities of becoming acquaintecl with 
this Prince anel his subjects, has informed me that 
the Imaum's African dominions extencl from Cape 
D elgado, about 10° S. lat., to the Rio dos Fuegos, 
under the line; anel that formerly this coast was no-
torious for its ·traffi.c in slaves with Christians as well 
as Mohammedans; the River Lindy, anel the Island 
of Zanzebar, being the principal marts for the supply 
of the Christian market. · 

ln 1822, a treaty was concluclecl by Captain 
Moresby, R.N., on behalf of the British Government, 
with the Imaum, by which the tracle with Christian 
countries was declarecl abolished for ever, throughout 
his elominions anel depenclencies ; but this arrange-
ment, it must be rememberecl, does not in any way 
touch upon the Slave Tracle carriecl on by the 
Imaum's subjects with those of their own faith. 

By means of this reserved trade, slaves are ex-
ported to Zanzebar; to the ports on both sides of 
the Arabian Gulf; to the markets of Egypt, Cairo, 
anel Alexandria; to the south part of Arabia; to 
both sides of the Persian Gulf; to the north-west 
coasts of ln dia; to the island of Java, anel to most 
of the Bastem islands. The vessels which convey 
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these negroes are in general the property of Arabs, 
or other Mohammedan traders. 

Both Sir Alexander J ohnston, who Yvas long resident 
at Cey]on in a judicial situation, anel Captain Cogan, 
have heard the number thus exportecl reckonecl at 
50,000 per annum; but Captain Cogan admits 20,000 
to be the number legnJly exportecl from Africa, upon 
which the Imaum derives a revenue of so much per 
head; and he also aclmits that there is, besides, an 
illicit trade, by which 10,000 more may be smuggled 
every year. * 

All travellers who have recent]y visited the chief 
seats of this traffic agree in describing it as very 
considerable. · 

"At Muskat," says Lieutenant Wellsted,t" about 
4000 slaves of both sexes, and a11 ages, are disposed 
of annually." 

Captain Cook, (to whom I have already referred,) 
who returned, in 1838, from a trading voyage to the 
eastern coast of Africa, informs me, that. he was at 
Zanzebar at several differenf periods, and that he 
always "found the slave-market, held there daily, folly , 
supplied. He could not ascertain the number annually 
sold, but slaves were constantly arriving in droves, of 

* In a despatch dated Zanzebar, May 6th, 1839, Captain Cogan 
writes,-" The trade in slaves on this island is much greater than 
I had previously understood, as there appears frorn good authority 
to be not less than 50,000 ;old annually in the market of Zan-
zebar." 

t W ellsted's Travels in Arabia, &e. vo1. i. p. 388. 
F2 
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from 50 to 100 each, anel found a ready sale; they 
were chiefly," he understood, "purchased by Arab mer-
chants, for the supply of Egypt, Abyssinia, Arabia, 
and the ports along the Arabian Gulf, to the markets 
of which countries hundreds were carried off anel sold 

1 

daily." 
l\'Iany, however, are kept in Zanzebar, where there 

are sugar and spice plantation_'.', anel w here, accord-
ing to Ruschenberger, * the popnlation amounts to 
150,000, of which ahout two-thirds are slaves. 

I als'o fiml, from Lientenant vVellsted, -f that there 
is a Slave Trade carriecl on with the opposite coast of 
Arabia by the Somaulys, who inhabit the coast of 
Berbera, between Cape Guardafui anel the Straits of 
Babel l\Iandel. 

I am therefore warranted iu taking Captain 
Cogan's estimate, viz., 30,000 per annmn, as the 
number of negroes annually-drainecl off by the l\fo-
hammeclan Slave Trade from the . east coast of 
Africa.:j: 

* Ruschenberger's Vopge, 1835, 6, '7, vol. i. p . 40. 
-t Wellsted's Trave1s in Arabia, &e. vol. ii. p. 363. 
i There seems also to be an export of slaves from the Portu-

guese settlements on the east coast of Africa to their possessions 
in Hindustan, which, as appears from the accounts of travellers, 
commenced towards the close of the seventeenth ccntmy, and ha~ 
continued to the present time. I n a despatch to the Court of 
Directon; from the Bombay Govcrnment, dated 12th May, 1838, 
Mr. Erskine, resident at Kattywar, (in the province of Guzerat,) 
states, that " a considerable importation of slaves takes place, 
ut Diu, both directly from the Arabian Gulf, anel from Goa, anel 
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I now come to the other division, that , of the De-
sert, or caravan Slave Trade; and here I shall bi·iefly 
notice the countries which fornish its victims, so that 
\Ye may see how vast a region lies uncler its wither-
ing influen~e. 

By the laws of the Koran, no Moham1neclan is 
allowed to enslav'e ~ne of his own faith. The power-
ful Negro =1\'Ioslem kingcloms, south of the desert, 
are thus, in a great measure, freed from the evils of 
this comrnerce ; anel the countries from which it is 
supplied are almost entirely Pagan, or only partially 
l\fohammedan, anel comprehend, in acldition to the 
Pagan tribes (chiefly Tibboos), which are scatterecl 
over parts of the DesertJ and lie intermixecl among the 
Moslem kingdoms, all the northern part of Pagan 
Negroland, reaching, in a continuous line, from the 
banks of the Senegal to the mountains of Abyssinia 
anel the sources of the Nile. The Negro Mohamme-
dans, though not thernselves sufferers from this Slave 
'"rrade, are active agents in carrying-it on. 

The Mohammeclan towns of Jen-né, Ti,mbuctoo; 
J(ano anel Sackatoo, in Houssa; Kouka and An-
gornou, in Bornou ; 'W awa, or \Vare, the capital of 
Waclay; and Cobbe, the capital of Darfour,-are so 
rnany large vvarehouses, where the stores of human 

Dumaun, from whence they are b~ought- into the lJrovince. For 
this I may con:fidently say, I see no remedy whatever, as it rests 
entirely with the British Government to say how far they consider 
it politic to interfere with their allies, the Portuguese, on this im-
portan.t question." 
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merchandise are kept for the supply of the Arab car-
riers or traders, who convey them in caravans across 
the Desert. The Soudan~' negroes, so conveyed, and 
by many different routes,t are not only intended for 
the supply of Barbary anel Egypt, and the banks of 
the Nile, from its mouth to the southern frontiers of 
Abyssinia, but, as I have learnt from a variety of 
authorities, are exportecl to Turkey, Arabia, Syria, 
Persia, anel Bokhara.+ 

vVith regarcl to the number thus annuall y ex portecl, 
the absence of oflicial documents, the irnperfect evi-
clence afforded by the statements of African travel-
lers, and the immense extent of the subject itself, in 
its geographical relations, render it extremely dif-
ficult to obtain anything approaching to a correct 
estima te. 

For these reasons, and as I have no wish to go 
beyond ·the bounds of producible proofs, I shall not 
estimate the Mohammedan Slave Trade at a greater 
extent than that which I am fairly entitled to assume, 
from the observations of African travellers. 

* The term " Soudan'' is chiefly a1Jplied to the countries lying 
to the south of the Sahara, or Great Desert. 

t The great posts on the northern side of tbe Desert, where the 
traders collect, appear to be Wednoon, Tafilet, Fez, anel Gha-
danies; Mourzouk, the capital of Fezzan; and Siout and Sbendy, 
on the Nile. · 

:j: The Hon. Mountstuart Elphinstone, in 11is account of Caubul 
(London, 1839, vol. i. p. 318,) says, "There are slaves in Afgha-
nistan: Abyssinians and N egroes are sometimes brought from 
Arabia.' ' 
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Jackson, in his rrravels in Africa,"' speaks of a 
caravan from Timbuctoo to 11afilet, in 1805, con-
sisting of "2,000 persons, anel 1,800 camels." 

Riley tells us,t that the l\!Ioor, Sidi Hamet, in·· 
formed him, that in a caravan, with which he tra-
velled in 1807, formed by the merchants who re-
mained in Timbuctoo after the eleparture of the annual 
caravans to the north, there were 2,000 slaves. 

Captain Lyont gives 5,000 or 5,500, as the annual 
import into Fezzan; anel Ritchie,§ who travelled 
with him, says, that, in 1819, 5,000 slaves arrived at 
lVIourzouk from Soudan. 

Ritter, 11 in his observations on the Slave Traele, 
tells us, that the Darfour caravans arrive yearly at 
Cairo, from the interior, varying in their numbers 
according to time anel circumstances ; the smaller 
caravans, consisting of from 5,000 to 6,000 ( accord-
ing toBrowne,~ only 1,000); the larger, which how-
ever do not often arrive, of about 12,000.** Far 
fewer come down the Nile with the Sennaar caravan, 
anel only a few, from Bornou through Fezzan, by 
the Maugraby caravan, although hunting-parties are 

* Jackson's Travels, 1809, p. 239. 
t Riley's Narrative, p. 38~. 
t Lyon's N arrative, London, 1821, pp. 188, 189. 
§ Ritchie, quoted in the Quart. Review, 1820, No. xlv. p. 228. 
li A German, who published a geogra11hical work in 1820, 

p. 380. 
'lf Browne's. Travels, 1 793, p. 246. 
** Mémoires sur L'Egypte, tom. iii. p. 303. Lapanouse, iv.' 

p. 77. 
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fitted out in Bornou, agaiust the negroes, rn the 
adjoining highlands. 

Browne, who resided in Darfour three years, about 
the end of the last century, says, that in the caravan 
with which he travelled through the Desert to 
Cairo, there were 5,000 slaves. * 

B urckhardt, who travelled in N ubia, &e., in 1814, 
informs us, -f that 5,000 slaves are annually solcl in 
the market of Shendy, "of whom 2,500 are carried 
off hy the Souakin merchants, anel 1,500 by those of · 
Egypt ; the remaineler ~o to Dongola anel the Be-
clouins, who live to the east of Shenely, towarcls 
Akbara anel the Reel Sea ;" anel he afterwards says,:i. 
" Souakin, upon the whole, may be consielered as Olle 

of the first Slave 'l'raele rnarkets in eastern Africa; 
it imports annually, from Shendy anel Sennaar, from 
2,000 to 3,000 slaves, equalling neai:ly, in this respect, 
Esne anel Es Siout, in Egypt, anel Massouah in 
Abyssinia, where, as I afterwarels learnt at Djielda, 
there is an annual transit from the interior of about 
3,500 s1aves. From these four poii1ts, from the 
southern liarbours of Abyssinia, and from the So-
rnauly anel lVIozarnbique coast, it may be computed, 
that Egypt an<l Arabia draw an annual supply of 
15,000 or 20,000 slaves, brought from the interior of 
Africa."§ 

~' Pinkerton's Voyages, &e., vol. xv. p. 155. 
t Burckhardt's Travels, p. 324. t Ib. p. 442. 
§ ln the 'Times' newspaper of the 14th February, 1839, I 

find that on the evening of the 11 th, at thc meeting of the Royal 
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Colonel Leake, who was in Egypt a few years 
ago, has informecl me, that besides the supply from 
Sheudy, noticed by Burckhardt, Cairo derives an ad-
ditional number of~ 5,000 a,nnually, who are brought 
to the market there, from Soudan, by other routes. 

Dr. Ruppell, in describing the expedition under-
taken by tlie Pasha of Egypt against the provinces 
south of his dominions, in the years o~· 1820 and 
1821, states that "above 40,000 negroes were torn 
away from their country."* 

Dr. Holroyd, who has lately returned from travel-
· ling in N ubia anel Kordofan, has stated that Me-
hemet Ali's troops bring into Korclofan captives 
from his northern frontiers to the amount of 7,000 
or 8,000 annually; that about one-half so introcluced 
are retained for the use of the army anel the inhabit-
ants, while the other half are sold to the merchants 
of Shenely anel Es Siout: that 5,000 negroes, annu-
ally, reach Cairo by Es Souan, but that others also 
are brought there from Abyssinia by the Red Sea, 
aml from Darfour, by the Desert; anel that slaves 

Geographical Society, "the paper reacl wus, an account of the 
survey of the south-east coast of Arabia by Captain Haines of the 
Inclian navy." After describing Aclen, he says, "Thc next town 
of importance is Mokhara, containing about L!,500 inhabitant~, 

with a very considerable trade, 1rnrtícularly in slaves. The 
wríter has seen exposed for sale in the market, at one time, no 
less than 700 Nubian girls, subject to all the brutality anel insults 
of theír masters; the prices which they fetch varying from 
7l. to 25l. 

* Ruppell's Traveis in Abys~inia, vol. i. p. 25. 
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are conveyed from Sennaar, by three separate routes, 
in daily caravans, varying in extent from 5 to 200. 
Dr. Holroycl visitecl the governor of Kordofan in 
1837 ; he had then just returned from a " gazzua" 
(slave-hunt) at Gebel Nooba, the product of which 
was 2, 187 negroes. From these, "the physician to 
the forces was selecting able-bodied men for the 
army; but so repeatedly has the Pasha waged war 
against this chain of mountains, that the population 
has been completely drained, anel from the above 
number, only 250 .men were deemed fit for military 
service."* 

Dr. Bowring, who visited Egypt in 1837, has in-
formed me, that he estimates the annual importation 
of slaves into Egypt at from 10,000 to 12,000; 
that the arrivals in Kordofan amount to about the 
sarne number : that in 1827, a single caravan 
brought 2,820 slaves to Es Siout; but that, in general, 
the annual arrivals there ftuctuate between 500 anel 
5,000; anel that such is the facility of introducing 
slaves, that they "now filtrate into Egypt by almost 
daily arrivals." 

* Statement by Dr. Holroyd, yet unpublished. 
t The Allgemeine Zeiting, Oct. 19, 1838, states that " a few 

days ago a great caravmi, the first for three years past, arrived 
from Darfour. It was 50 days in travelling in a straight line 
across the Desert from Darfour to Essiout. There it left the 
camels, and embarked with the slaves, that it brought, on the 
Nilc for Cairo. This caravan consists of 18,000 camels, and, be-
sides a vast quantity of the productions of the interior of Africa, 
briugs nearly 8,000 slaves, who are sold in the slave-market at 
Cairo." 
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From the authorities which I have now given, I 
think I may fairly estimate the northern or Desert 
portion of the Mohammedan Slave Trade at 20,000 
per annum. 

I am aware that this amount is far below the 
numbers given by others who are well acquainted 
with the subject; for exarnple, the erninent eastern 
traveller, Count de Laborde, estimates the number 
that are annually carried into slavery from East 
Soudan, Abyssinia, &e., at 30,000. He also tells us 
that in the kingdom of Darfour an independent 
Slave Trade is carried on ;* and Burckharclt states, 
that Egypt and Arabia together draw an annual 
supply of from 15,000 to 20,000 from tl}e sarne coun-
tries; but having no desire to depart from the rule I 
have laid down, of stating nothing upon conjecture, 
however reasonable that conjecture rnay be, I shall 
not take more than 
For the Desert trade . 20,000t 
which, added to the annual export from 
the eastern coast, proved to be 30,000 

gives the number of 50,000 

* Chasse aux Negres. Leon de Laborde. Paris, Dupont et 
Ci•" 1838, pp. 14 and 17. 

t The following are some of these authorities :-
lst. For the number exported annually from Soudan to 

Morocco, &e., I take Jackson and Riley at . • 2000 
2nd. From Soudan to Mourzouk, Lyon and Ritter give . 5000 
3rd. From Abyssinia to Arabia, &e., Burckhardt, says about 3500 
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as the annual a1110unt of the .Mohammeclan S lave 
Trade.* 

4th. F rom Abyssiuia, Kordofan, aml Darfom, to Egypt 
Arabia, &e., I take Browne, Burckhardt, Col. Leake, 
Count de Laborde, Dr. 1-Iolroyd, anel Dr. Bowring, at 12,000 

T otal for Desert trade 22,500 
* It ought to be borne in mind, that I have not taken into the 

account the number of slavcs which are requircd for the homc 
slavery of the Mohammcdan }Jrovinces and kingdoms in Central 
Africa. Thcsc are vcry exteusive and populous, and travellers 
i_nform us that the bulk of thcir i10pulation is composed of slaves . 
' 'Ve have, thcrcfore, the powerful nations of H oussa (including the 
F elatahs) , Bornou, B egarmi, and Darfour, all drãining off from 
Soudan annual sup11lics of ncgroes, fo r domestic anel agricultural 
purposcs, besides thosc procurecl for the foreign trade. On this 
head, Burckhardt sii.ys,t " I have reasou to believc, howcver, that 
the numbers exported from Soudan to Egypt anel Arabia bear 
only a small proportion to those kept by the Mussulmeu of the 
southern countries themselvcs, or, in other words, to the whole 
number yearly derivccl by purchasc or by force from the nations 
in the interior of Africa. At Berber anel Shendy there is scarcely 
a house which does not possess one or two slaves, and five or six 
are frequently seen i11 the sarne family; Lhe great people anel 
r.hiefs keep them ·by dozens. As h igh up the Nile as Sennaar, the 
sarne system prevails, as well as wcstwarcls to Konlofan, Darfour, 
and thcnce tow~rds Bornou. All the Bedouin tribcs, also, who 
surround those countries, are wcll stockcd with slavcs . If we may 
juclge of their numbers by those kept on the borders of the Nile, 
(anel I was assured by the traders that slaves were more numerous 
in those distant countries than ev~n at Shendy,) it is eviclent that 

' the number ~xportecl towards Egypt, Arabia, and Barbary, is very 
greatly be1ow what remains within the limits of Souclan." He 
then states that, from his own observation, the slaves betwixt 

t Burckhanlt, 11. 340. 
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SUMMARY. 

Such, then, is the aritbmetic of the case ; and I 
earnestly solicit my reader, hefore he proceeds 
further, to come to a verdict in hÍs .own mind, upon 
the fairness anel accuracy of these figures. I am 
aware tbat it requires far more than orclinary patience 
to wacle through this mass of calculntion ; I have, 
however, resolved to present tbis part of the subject 
in its dry anel uninviting forrn, partly from utter 
despair of being able, by any language I could use, 
to give an adequate image of the extent, variety, anel 
intensity of hurnan suffering, which must exist if 
these figures be true; ancLpartly from the belief that 
a bare aritbmetical detail, free from whatever could 
excite the imagination or distress the feelings, is best 
fitted to carry conviction along with it. I then ask, 
is the calculation á fair one? Some may think that 
there is exaggeration in the result, anel others rnay 
complain that I have been too rigorous in striking off 
every equivoca! item, and have made my estimate as if 
it were rny object and desire, as far as possible, tore-
cluce the sum total. It signifies little to the argument, 
whether the error be on the one side 01· the other; but 

Berber and She11dy amount to not less than 12,000, anel that, 
probably, there are 20,000 slaves in Darfour; "and every account 
agrees in proving that, as we proceed furLher westward, into the 
populous countries of Dar Saley, Bornou, Bagarme, and the king-
doms of A fnou and Houssa, the proportion of the slave population 
does not clirninish." 
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it is of material importan_ce that the reader, for the 
purpose of following the argument, shoulcl now fix 
and ascertain the number which seems to him the 
reasonable anel moderate result from the facts and 
figures which have been produced. To me, it seems 
just to take, annually, 

For the Christian Slave Trade 
For the Mohammedan . 

Making a total of-

~50,000 

50,000 

200,000 
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CHAPTER II. 

MORTALITY. 

HITHERTO, I have stateel less than the half of this 
dreaclful case. I arn now going to show tbat, be-
sides the 200,000 annually ca.rriecl into captivity, 
there are clairns on om· cornpassion for alrnost count-
less cruelties anel rnurclers growÍng out of the Slave 
Tracle. I arn about to prove that this multitude of 
our enslaveel fellow men is but the remnant of nurn-
bers vastly greater, the survivors of a still larger 
multitude, over whorn the Slave Trade spreads its 
devástating hand, anel that for every ten who reach 
Cuba or Brazil, anel become available as slaves, four-
teen, at least, are destroyed. 

This mortality arises from the following causes :-
1. The original seizure of the slaves. 
2. The march to the coast, anel detention there. 
3. The middle passage. 
4. The sufferings after capture anel after landing. 

Anel 
5. The initiation into slavery, or the "seasoning,'' 

as it is termed by the planters. 
It will be necessary for me to rnake a few remarks 

on each of these heads; a.nd lst, As to the mortality 
incident to the period of 
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SEIZURE. 

"The whole, or the greater part, of that immeuse continent is a ficld or 
warfare antl <l esolation ; a wilderness, i11 which the inhabitants are wolves 
to each other.''-Spe;ch of Bryan Edwarcls. 

O n the nuthority of public docurnents, parlia-
mr.ntary ev idence, anel the works of African travel-
lers, it appenri-i that the principal anel almost the 
only cause of war in the interior of Africa, is the 
dcsire to proctire slaves for traffic ; anel that every 
species of violence, from the Ílivasion of an army to 
that of robbery by a single individnal, is ha<l re-
course to, for the attainment of this object. 

Lord Muncaster, in his able historical sketclies 
of the Slave Trn.<le/ in which he gives us an 
analysis of t he evidence talfen before the Privy 
Counci l anel the House of Cornn1 ons ahout the year 
1'790, clearly demonstrates the truth of my assert ion , 
nt the periocl when he published his work ( 1792); 
anel the authorities from that time, down to the pre-
, ut day, as clearly show, that the most revolting 
featur of the S lave Trade, in this respect, ( at 
lea ... t, n, r gard the uafo e chiefs and slave-tratlers 
of A.frica ) have continueel to exist, anel do now exist. 

Bruce, who tra\ elled in Abyssinia in 1770, in 
d , cribin o· tb sliwe-lrnnting expetlitious there, says : 
'Th ºT ffn-up men ar all killed, anel are then 

m utilate 1, pnrts of their boclies bein O' ahrn~ s carried 
:-mfly a tr phi s; - \·eral of th 0 old mothers are 

Lord ~Iunc . ler s Ris ori nl ketche~. London, 1"92. 
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also kill d, while other , frantic with fear and cle-
spair, kill themselves. The bor and girls of a 
more tender age are then carried off in brutal 
triumph."* 

l\:fr. vVilberforce, in his letter to his constituents 
in 1807,t ha describecl the rnocle in which slaves are 
usually obtainecl in Africa, anel he quotes several 
pas ages from the work of the enterprising traveller, 
Mungo Park, bearing particularly on this subject. 
Park says, "The king of Bambarra having declared 
war against Kaarta, and dividing his arrny into smaII 
detachments, overran the country, anel seizecl on the 
inhabitants before they had time to escape; and in a 
few days the whole kingdom of Kaarta became a 
scene of desolation. 'fhis attack was soon retaliated; 
Daisy, tbe king of Kaarta, took with him 800 of his 
best men, anel surprised, in the night, three large 
villages near Koonialrnry, in which many of his 
traitorous subjects hacl taken up their resiclence; all 
these, anel indeed all the able men who fell into 
Daisy's hands, wcre immediately put to death."t 
Mr. ViTilberforce afterwards says : " In another part 
of the cõuntry, we learn from the most respectablc 
testirnony, 
breakiug.' 
with this 

tl;at a practice prevails, called ' village 
It is precisely the 'tegria' of l\fr. Park, 
difference, that, though often termed 

* Bruce's Travcls in Abyssinia. 
i" Wilberforce's Letter on the Abolition of the Slave Tradc. 

J,ondo11, 180'7, p. 392. 
t Park's Travei$, Lo1:don, 181'7, vol. i. p. 164. 

G 
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making war, it is acknowledged to be practised for 
the express purpose of obtaining victims for the slave-
market. The village is attacked in the night ; if 
deemed needful, to increase the confusion, it is set 
on fire, and the wretched inhabitants, as they ate 
flying naked from the flames, are seized anel carried 
into slavery." "These depredations are far more 
commonly perpetrated by the natives on each other, 
and on a larger or smaller scale, according to the 
power and number of the assailants, and the resort 
of ships to the coast ; it prevails so generally, as 
throughout the ·whole extent of Africa, to render 
person and property utterly insecure."* Anel in 
another place, "Every rnan who has acquired any 
considerable property, or who has a large family, 
the sale of which will produce a considerable profit, 
excites in the chieftain _near ·whom he resides the 
sarne longings which are called forth in the wild 
bea:>t by the exhibition of his proper prey ; and he 
himself lives in a continual state of suspicion and 
terror."t 

The statements of Mr. \i\' ilberforce have been 
corroborated by lVIr. Bryan Edwards, (from whom 
I have aheady quoted,) hirnself a dealer in slaves, 
and an able and persevering adrncate foT the con-
tinuance of the traffic. In a speech delivered in 
the Jamaica A sembl.} he says, "I am persuaded 
that iUr. 1' ilberforce ba _been very rightly informed 
as to the mann r in which larn are 'ery generally 

.. ' ' ilberforce s Letter, cc., p. 23 . t Ibid. p. 28. 
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procured. The intelligence 1 have collected from 
my own negroes abundantly confirms bis account; 
and 1 have not the smallest doubt that in Africa the 
effects of this trade are precisely such as he repre-
sents them to be." 

But it may be said, admitting these statements to 
be true, they refer to a state of things in Africa which 
does not now exist. A considerable period of time 
has indeed elapsed since these statements were made; 
but it clearly appears, that the sarne systern has ob-
tainecl, throughout the interior of Africa, down to the 
present time; nor is it to be expected that any favour-
able change will take place during the continuance of 
the slave-traffic. 

P_rofessor Smith, who accompanied Captain Tuckey 
in the expedition to the Congo in 1816, says, "Every 
man 1 have conversed with acknowledges that, if 
white men did not come for slaves, the wars, wh:ich 
nine times out of ten result from the European Slave 
Trade, would be proportionally less frequent.""' 

Captain Lyon states that, when he was at Fezzau 
in 1819, Mukni, the reigning Sultan, was continually 
engag~cl in these slave-hunts, in one of which l,SOO 
were captured, all of whom, excepting a very few, 
either perished . on their march before they reached 
Fezzan, or were killed by their captor.·!· 

Major Gray; who travelled in the vicinity of the 
River Gambia, anel Dupuis, who was British Consul 

"' Tuckey's Expedition, &c.,r p. 187. 
· t Lyon's Travels, p. 129. 

G 2 
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at Ashantee about the sarne period, 1820, both agree 
in attributing the wars, which they knew to be fre-
quent in the countries where they travelled, to the 
desire of procuring slaves for . traffic.* Dupuis nar-
rates a speech of the _king of Ashantee. " Then rny 
fetische made me strong, like my aucestors, and I 
killed Dinkera, and took his gold, and brought more 
than 20,000 slaves to Coomassie. Sorne of these 
people being bad men, I washed my stool in their 
blood for the fetische. But, then, sorne were good 
people, and these I sold or gave to my captains ; 
many, moreover, diecl, because this country does not 
grow too much corn, like Sarem, anel what can I do? 
Unless I kill or sell thern, they will gl'ow strong and 
kill rny people. Now, you must tell my master (the 
King of Englancl) that these slaves can work for him, 
and if he wants 10,000 he can have thern."t 

Captain Moresby, a naval officer, who was stationed 
on the eastern coast in 1821, and who had peculiar 
opportunities of learning the mocle in which slaves 
were obtained, infonned me that "The Arab traders, 
from the coast of Zanzel>ar, go up the country, pro-
vicled with trinkets anel beads, strung in various 
forms ; tlrns they arrive at a point where little 
intercourse has taken place, anel where the inhabit-
ants are in a state of barbarism ; here they display 
tlieir beacls anel trinkets to the natives, according 
to the numb~r of slaves they want. A certain 

"' Gray's Travels in vVestern Africa. London, 1825, p. 97. 
t Dnpuis' Residence in Ashantce. London, 1824, p. 164. 



l\IORTA.LlTY INCIDENT TO SElZURE. 79 

village is doomed to be surprisecl; in a short time 
the AraLs have theÜ' choice of its inhalJitants-
the olcl and infirm are either left to perish, or be 
slaughtered. '' 

In 1822, our Minister at Paris thus adclressed 
Count de Villele: "~rhere seems to be scarcely a spot 
on that coast (from Sierra Leone to Cape l\fount) 
which does not show traces of the Slave Tra<le, 
with all its attendant horrors; for the arrival of a 
hip, in any of the rivers on the windward coast, 

being the signal for war between the natives, the 
hamlets of the weaker party are burnt, anel the 
miserable survivors carried off anel solcl to the slave-
traders." 

'Ve have obtaineel most valuable information as to 
the interior of Africa from the laborious exertions o 
Denham anel Clapperton. They reached Soudan, Ol' 

Nigritia, by the lancl-route through Fezzan anel 
Bornou, in 1823, anel the narrative of their journey 
furnisbes many melancholy proofs of the miseries to 
which Africa is expose(l through the demands foi· the 
Slave Trade. Major Denham says: "On attacking a 
place, it is the custom of the country instantly to fire 
it; anel, as they (the villages) are all composed of 
straw huts only, the whole is shortly devourecl by the 
:flames. The unfortunate inhabitants fly quickly 
from the devouring element, anel fall immediatdy 
into the hancls of their no less merciless enemies, 
who surround the place; the men are quickly rnas-
Eacred, antl the women and children lashed together 
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and made slaves."* Denham then tells us that the 
Begbarmi nation had been discomfited by the Sheik of 
Bornou, " in five different expeditions, when at least 
20,000 poor creatures were slaughtered, anel three-
fourths of that number, at least, driven into slavery."t 
And, in speaking of tlrese wars, he uses this re-
markable expression-'' 'f he season of the year had · 
arrived (25th November) when the sovereigns of 
these countries go out to battle." He also narrates 
the terms of an alliance betwixt the Sheik of Bornou 
and the Sultan of Mandara. "This treaty of alli-
ance was confirmed by the Sheik's receiving in mar-
riage the daughter of the Sultaí1, and the rnarriage-
portion was to be the produce of an immediate expe-
dition into the Kerdy country, by the united forces of 
these allies. The results were as favourable as the 
most savage confederacy could have anticipatecl. 
Three thousancl unfortunate wretches were dragged 
from their na tive wilcls, anel sold to perpetual slavery, 
while probably double that nitmber wm·e sacrificed 
to obtain them. "% 

D enham, himself, accompanied an expediti on 
a~·ilinst 1\Iandara, one of the results of which wa~, 
that the town, "Darkalla, was quickly burnt, and 
anoth r maller tmvn near it, anel the few inhabitants 
wh Yrer found in them, chiefly infants anel ageel 
p r ou , w re put to. eleath withont mercy, and thrown 
into the flame .' § 

~ Denham and Japperton's Traveis, &e. in Africa. London, 
1826 p. Hl4. t Ih, p. 214. t Ih. p. 116. § Ib. p. 131. 
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Commoclore Owen, who was employecl in the sur-
v y of the eastern coast of Africa about the years 
1823 anel 1 24, ay , "The riches of Quilimane con-
isted, in a trifling degree, of golcl anel silver, but 

principally of ornin, which was producecl in such 
quantities a to supply Mozambique. But the intro-
cluction of the Slave 'l1racle stoppecl the pur uits of 
inclu try, anel changecl those places, where peace and 
agriculture hacl formerly reigned, into the seat of war 
and bloodshecl. Contending tribes are now con-
stantly striving to obtain, by mutual conflict, prisoners 
as slaves for sale to the Portuguese, who excite these 
wars, anel fatten on the blood anel wretchedness they 
produce." 

ln speaking of Inhambane, he says, "The slaves 
they do obtain are the spoils of war among tbe petty 
tribes, who, were it not for the market they thus find 
for their prisoners, woulcl in all likelihoocl remain in 
peace with each other, and probably be connectecl by 
bonds of mutual interest." 

lVIr. Ashmun, agent of the American Colonial 
Society, in writing to the Boarcl of Directors, from 
Liberia, in 1823, says," The following incident I 
relate, not for its singularity, for similar events take 
place, perhaps, every month in the year, but it has 
fallen uncler my own observation, anel I can vouch 
for its authenticity :-King Boatswain, our most 
powerful supporter, anel steady friencl among the 
natives, (so he has uniformly shown himself,) received 

*_Owen's Voyage, &e., vol. i. p. 287. 
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ít quantity · of goods on trust from a French slaver, 
for which he stipulatecl to pay young slaves-he 
mak it a point of honom to be punctual to his 
en •rn, · m · nts. 1,he time was at hand when he expectecl 
th •. r >tum of the slaver, aml he had not the slaves. 
Lo kin o· nround on the peaceable tribes about him 
for his vi ·tims h sino·led out the Queahs,. a small 
n~ri ·ulturnl anel trf1ding people of most inoffensive 
l it:nd>r, His muTiors were skilfolly clistributed . 
o tht di:ffer nt hamlets, anel ma.king a simultaneous 

as.,n.u 1 on th d eping o upant in the clead of the 
ll h n.co. m ]ish d without difficulty or resistance, 

:m n l ur the nnnihilati n f the whole h·ibe ;-

1 

l 
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th 'S li 11tl . rrh 'Y ttr ulwo.y · to be fouud near thc 
ti ·en s of wm·fap, r ady to pur ·has, with m r haudisc 
th' unhappy victims of wars tlrnt they th m clvc 
ex itc for the purpo •. 

"Immcdiat Jy on thc br akino· out f th war bo-
tw eu the Dey tribes anel tlmt of the Gorah, n lave 
factory was e tabli ·h 'cl in the capital towu of ea ·h 
tribe. Both of these fo 1. ries, wc bclicvc, l>elong tl 
to one conccrn. Thus, whilc a p werfol t mptntion 
was continuully prescnted to the cupi lity of both 
partics, a ready rnark -t was always at hand, in which 
they coulcl <li pose of the vi tim. of their avarice. 
Both of these towns have bcen ackcd, each tribo pre-
vailing in its turn ; anel it is with feelings for froin 
painful, that we adcl, tlie .·laver were al"o taken." 

The Commissioners at Sierra Leone, in a clespatch 
of A pril 1 O, 1825, speaking of a great increase in thc 
Slave Trade, which hacl then lately taken place on the 
coast between that colony anel the Gallinas, .tate that 
tlie increasecl <lernand for ·laves consequent thereon 
was '' the cause of the destructive war which had 
ragecl in the Sherbro' for the last ejghteen months, 
between the 'Cassoos,' a powerful nation living in 
the interior, and the Fi people, an<l Sherbro' Bulloms, 
who live near tbe water-side, anel.are cornpletely under 
the influence of the slaving chiefs anel factors sett]ed 
in the neighbourhood."* 'The Cassoos are repre-
sentecl as having carried fire, rapine, anel mur<ler, 
throughout the different villages through which they 

* Class A, 1826, p. 7. 
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pa ed, most of the womeu aud hilru· n f whi h, 
together with the pri one1 , 'Yere immerliat ly ltl 
the slave-factor~ , who \T"ere at hand to r e iv th 111. 

vVe ha>e a1 O, 011 thi head the mor r , nt t ti-
mony of Lander and Lnird. Land r n omp::1.11Í >d 
Clapperton froru Badagry to Sockat nml on th' 
death of Clapperton he returned to Badngry, with 
little variation, by the ~ame rout . ln 1 30 h' wa 
sent out by the British Government to Africa, anel 
succeeded in navigating the Niger from Boossa, "here 
Park was drowned, to the sea, in the Bight of Benin. 
ln his journal, he observes that slavery ha "pro-
duced the most baleful effects, causing anarchy, in-
justice, and oppression to reign in Africa, and exciting 
nation to rise up against nation, and man against 
man; it has covered the face of the ccmntry with 
desolation. All these evils, and rnany others, has 
sla.very accomplished; in return for which the Euro-
peans, for whose benefit, and by whose connivance 
and encouragement it has flourished so extensively, 
have given to the artless natives ardent spirits, 
tawdry silk dresses, and paltry necklaces of beads.";r 

Laird ascended the Niger, and its tributary the 
Tschadda, in 1832, anel was an eye-witness of the 
cruelties consequent on the Slave Trade, while in the 
river near to the confluence of the two streams . He 
says, speaking of the incursions of the Felatahs, 
" Scarcely a night pa sed, but we heard the screams 
of some unfortunate beings that were carried off into 

"' Lander's Records. London, 1830, vol. i. p. 38. 
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lav ry by the~e villanous depredators. The inha-
bit1mt" of th' towns in the route of the Felatahs fled 
n. ·ros, tho riv 'r on the approach of the enerny." "A 
f nr dnys ttft r th - arrivn1 of the fugitives, a column 
of ·mok rising in the a.ir, about five miles above the 

nflu 'llc" nirttked the advance of the Felatahs; anel 
in two duys afterwarcls the whole of the towns, includ-
in er Aclduh uddah, anel five or íx others, were in a • 
bhiz . 'l'h ~ shrieks of the unfortunate wretches that 
lrnd not escaped, answerecl by the loud wailings and 
ln.mentations of their friends anel relations ( encampecl 
on the opposite bank of the ri ver), at seeing them 
carríed off into slavery, anel their habitations de-
stroyed, produced a scene, which, though comrnon 
euouo·h in the country, had selclorn, if ever before, 
been ,~vitnessecl by Epropean eyes, anel showecl to me, 
in a more striking light than I hacl hitherto behelcl it, 
the horrors attendant upon slavery."* 

Rankin, ín the narrative of his visit to Sierra 
Leone in 1833, says, the warlike Sherbros had ·re-
cently invaded the territories of the Timma.nees, anel 
hacl fallen on the unguardecl Rokel, which beca.me a 
prey to the flames. " The inha.bitants who coulcl not 
escape across the rivei· to Magbelly perishecl, ºF were 
macle slaves, anel the town was reclucecl to ashes."t 

Colonel Nicolls, late Governor at Fernando Po, 
has informed me, that when he visitecl the town of 

* Laird and 01dfield's Narrative. London, 1837, voL i. pp. 149, 
247. 

t Rankin's Sierra Leone. London, 1836, voL ii. p. 259. 
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Old Calebar in 1834, he found the natives boasting 
of a pre<latory excursion, in which they had recently 
been engaged, in which they had surprised a village, 
killed those ·w ho resistecl, anel carried off the remainder 
as slaves. . ln alluding to this excursion, Colonel 
Nicolls hearcl an African boy, who had formed one of 
the party, declare that he had killed three hirnself ! 

'l'he Rev. lYir. Fox, a vV esleyan missionary at the 
Gambia, in aletter dated 13thMarch, 1837, addressetl 
to the Sccretary of the W esleyan Missionary Society, 
says,-" I visited J amalli a few weeks ago, anel also 
Larning, another small .Mandingo town, on the vvay : 
at the latter place I counted twelve huts that had 
been destroyed by fire, and at the former about forty. 
Proceeding to the Foulah town, about half a mile 
eastward, I found it was not in the least injured, but, 
like the other hvo, 1vas without inhabitants ; not a 
soul was to be seen." 

" Foolokolong, a large Foula.h town in Kimming-
ton's clominions, has lately been attacked by vVooli, 
anel, l believe, nearly the whole of it destroyed, 
the cattle clriven away, many of the inhabitants 
killed, an<l many others taken prisoners. On Wed-
nesday e,vening last I returnecl from a hasty visit to 
the upper ri ver. I went as far as Fattatenda. At 
Bannatenda, not quite half the way, I found a poor 
aged Foulah woman in irons, w·ho, upon inquiry, I 
founcl was from Foolokolong, one of the rnany who 
were capturecl in the recent war, anel that she was 
sent on the south side of the river to be sol<l, for a 
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horse. 1 immediately rescue.d the half-farnished and 
three-parts-naked female from the horrors of slavery 
by giving a good horse, broke off her chains, and 
brought her to this settlement, where, by a singular 
but happy coincidence, she met with her own hrother 
(who lives upon Hattaba's land), who, héaring that 
she, her daughter, anel daughter's children, hael been 
taken in the war, had been a consielerable way up 
the river to inquire after· them, but heard nothing of 
them, anel had consequently returned. 1, of course, 
gave the woman up to her brother, from whorn, as 
well as herself, and several Foulahs who carne to see 
her, 1 recei vecl a n umher of blessings." 

ln anpther part of the sarne letter he writes,-
" From the king himself 1 learnecl that they brought 
350 Foulahs frorn Foolokolong (Kimmington's 
largest Foulah town), hesides 100 whom they killed 
on the spot." 

fo another letter, datecl 5th January, 1838, lVIr. 
Fox says, " The Bambarras have proceedecl a con-
siderable distance clown the north bank of the river 
(Gambia), have pillagecl anel destroyecl several small 
towns, taken some of the inhabitants into slavery, 
anel a few people have been killed." 

" The neighbourhood of 1\1.'Carthy's Island is 
again in a very disturbed state. Sc'arcely are the 
rains over, anel the produce of a plentiful harvest 
gathered in, ere the noise of 1.Jattle anel the din of 
warfare is heard at a distance, with all its attendant 
horrors ; rnothers, snatching up their cbildren with a 
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few necessary articles'. :flee for ' their lives; towns, 
after being pillaged of as much cattle, &c. as the 
banditti require, are immediately set on fire; columns 
of smoke ~scend the heavens ; the cries of those who 
are being butchered -may be more easily conceived 
than expressed; and those who escape destruction 
are carried into the miseries of hopeless slavery. A 
number of Bambarras are again on the north bank of 
the river, not far from this place, and the poor Fou-
lahs at ,Jamalli have consequently :fled to this island 
for protection, bringing with them as piany of thefr 
cattle, and other things, as they could." 

The Rev. Mr. M'Brair, another Wesleyan mis·· 
sionary, who has seen much of the interior of Africa, 
in the vicinity of the Gambia, from which he has 
recently returned to this country, makes the follow-
ing observations, in a letter also to the Secretary of 
the W esleyan 1.Vlissionary Society : 

" On other occasions a party of men-hunters 
associate together, and, falling suddenly upon a small 
town or village during the night, they massacre all 
the men tha:t offer any resistance, anel carry away the 
rcst of the inhabitants as the best parts of their spoil. 
Or, w hen a chieftain thinks himself sufilciently pow-
erful, he makes the most frivolous excuses for waging 
war upon his neighbour, so that he may spoil bis 
country of its inhabitants. Having been in close 
connexion with rnany of the liberated Africans in 
M Ca.rtby's I land, 250 rniles up the Gambia, anel 
::ilso in St. l\Iary's, at the rnouth of that river, we 
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had many opportunities of learning the various modes 
in which they had been capturecl ; from which it 
appeared that the wholesale method of seizure i by 
for the most frequent, and that, without this plan, a 
sufficient number of victims could not be procured 
for the market; so that it may be called the prevail-
ing way of obtaining slaves." 

" Whilst I was in M'Carthy's Island, a capt~re 

took place at the distance of half a day's journcy 
from my abode. The king of vVoolli, on a very 
slight pretence, fell upon a village during the night, 
slew six men, anel carried off forty captives. 'rhc 
inhabitants also of a neighbouring place were destined 
to the same fate, but having had timely notic~ of bis 
approach, they saved themselves Ly a precipitous 
füght, and M<Carthy's Island was filled for a time 
with refugees from all the country rouncl about." 

The Rev. Mr. Morgan, another Wesleyan mis-
sionary, lately from the Gambia, writes to the Se-
cretary as follows :-" 1 feel confident that the Slave 
Tracle has established feuds among them (the African 
tribes around the Gambia), by which they will be 
embroiled in war for generations to come, unless the 
disposition be destroyed by the Christian religion, or 
their circumstances be changed by civilization." 

A private letter, clatecl Rio Nunez, 26th June, 
1839, states, "There are now at this present rno-
ment five slavers in the Rio Pongas : the whole are 
uncler American colours, anel it is likely, before two 
months are over, the natives of that river will be at 
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wal' agnin, as they were but a few months ago; all 
on account of these slavers, who are the instigators 
of all the disturbances and war on the coast." 

I must not leave this part of my subject without 
calling attention to the extraordinary facts 'vhich 
Jrnve recently been made public, regarding the prac-
t i es of the Pasha of Egypt, and the chiefs in Nuhia 
anel Darfour. There has becn revealed to us a new 
í'>atul'e in the mode of procnring negroes for slaves; 
nnd " ·e find that troops regularly disciplineel are, at 
tated ea ons, led forth to hunt down anel h arry the 

d fen el ss inhabitants of Eastern N igritja. 
ln a d spatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Carnpbell, 

H r l\Iaj ty' Consul at Cairo, of date lst D ecember 
1 3n-,* we are i.nformed that the Consul waited on 
.l\Ialtommed Ali, anel communicated to liim " that 

nts hacl gone home to the Government anel 
f Enghnd, from eye-" itnesses, that slave-

hnnt o·ax.~ua) had been carried on b) the officers 
nucl th • tr op f the Pa ba · that large numbers of 
u , .T s had o taken and had been dUrihuted ,_ 
nm nn· th .., lrlíer , in liquidation f the arrear of 
tlrnfr p ~- : hn n n occasi n he crazzua had col-
le d · ~ f \1hom _5 had been forced 

heir arrear:>:. ' 
ku w tba. hi army 

f r he l rpose o 
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di charb·inrr arrear of pay; but lie aclmitt 'd that he 
wa awn.re tlmt his oll1cers had cn. rrie<l on tlte S lnve 
Tradc for tlt ir own ac ount, "a condn ·t of wliiclt lw 
by no means approved." vVe have 11 0 fortli er parti-
cnlnrs in tltis irnportant clespatch : Lut lhe ntcrpri s • 
of a travellcr, Count d Labonl , wlio lia. l:tt>ly n·-
turned from ubia anel Eo·ypt, will llal1le m · lo 
Íntrocluce tl10:e f' my rcac] r. who kLV' llOt Sü ' 11 Jri í< 
work,* to t1i . cenes of cru lty a11d '1 •va. t<Ltio11 per-
pctrate<l hy the pa h tt' r-; troops, whicl1 l1 · lias grn]'hi cal 1 y 
<l escribcd. 

'fhe narrntive, of whi ·h I ca!l only g ivc a IJri e 
outlinc, was communicatecl t liirn liy a Frencli 
offtcer, who went to Uairo in ] i , and re:úd rl tcn 
yc':ns in Egypt . 

M. -- there learnt tlrnt four expeditions, ·all ·rl 
gaswah , annually set out from ÜIPid, the capital of 
I<ordofan, towards the south, to tlie mountains 
i n lrnhitecl by the N uuas negroes. The manner an<l 
object of their cleparture are thu: de. crib cl: " ne 
day he heard a great noise; the whole vil lage ap·· 
penred in confusion ; the cavalry were mounte<l, ancl 
thc infantry clischarging their guns in the air, and 
increasing the uproar with their sti ll more noi. y 
hurras. l\í. ---, 011 inquiring the cause or the 
rej qicing, was exultingly told by a follower of the 
troop, " It is the gaswah." " ~rhe ga wah ! for 
what-gazelles ?" " Y es, gazelles ; here are the 
nets, ropes, and cbains ; they are to be hrought b me 

* Chnssc aux Negres, Leou <le Labor<le, Pari io, l 3 
II 
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alive." On the return of the expedition, n.11 the 
peop1e went out, singing and clancing, to meet the 
hnnters. 1\1. went out also, wishing to join in 
the rejoicing. He tolcl Count Laborde he never coulcl 
forget the scene presentecl to bis eyes. \Vhat clicl hc 
ee? What spoil dicl these intrepid hunters, after 

twenty days of toil, drag after them? Men in chains; 
olcl men carried on litters, because unable to walk ; 
the wouncled dragging their weakened lim bs with 
pain, and a multitude of children following their 
rnothers, who carriecl the younger oiies in their 
arm . Fifteen hundred negroes, corded, naked, and 
wretched, escortecl by 400 soldiers in full array. This 
was the gaswab. These the poor gazelles taken 
in the Desert. He himself afterwards accompanied 
one of these gaswahs. 'fhe expedition consisted of 
4 O Egyptian soldiers, 100 Bedouin cavalry, anel 
tw lve Yillage chiefs, with peasants carrying pro-
v1s1ou:::. . On arriving at their destination, which 
they g; n ra1ly contri' to do before dawn, the cavalry 
wh e1 ronnd the m untain, and by a skilful move-
men form th "m eh-es into a semicircle on one side, 
whih:t th infantry 11 lo it on the other. The ne-
gr es ~Thos leep i ~ ~O pr found tbat theJ seldom 
hiwt' time -o pr Yirl fr r tb · r ~afe . are thu~ com-
1 l 'tely t'U l'lll:lll d. \J sunrjs ,Jm tr ps ·ommen 
p"1n i n by qeu1ue' a ' re n ,h m untaín 11ith 

nrnsk try au , ' rnuou · · imedia cly the heads f th 
\'rt"t -)hoo m nn ·rin Eu·s uny b e-eu in aJ1 díreeti i1s 

't4 hf' rocks ílu h· $, as th .' gradu:11Jy r tte, .,, 



drnO't,.ing nJt. ,r th m tlt yonng 11.nrl iufll"ln. Four 
dela ·lnneuts 1trrncd with l>tt.yon •t.t:l :w• ihcn de-
. ptitch d llp th 111ount1tin in ptirsuit {" tlt fügi1,jv( R, 

whil ta contiuual 11.1· • iR kcpt np fro111 ih· musk ·iry 
:wd 'tttrno11 b •l w, which nr · lott<l •d 01ily with 
powd 'L', rtH tl1 cir obj •ct is l':itlwr to diHrnay than to 
murclcr Ll1c iul1auitantH. Tl1 111 1· ·ou r:i ,.eo11s na1,iV 'B, 

liow v r, urnkc a staud by th . HH11lil1H oi' tlJC CtLVl!S, 
dug for s • ·uri ty a ·nim1L thcir ' neinit;s. Th y tl1r w 
their long poi. on d j:wc]inR, cov ring thetr1 fH.: lv ·A 
with their shields, wliilc th ·ir wi v 'íl a11d chilurcu 
sta.ncl by thcm a.nd en ·ouragc tlt m wíth t li •ir v ic s; 
l.mt when thc J1 ead of" tht: fo.miJy i R kiJ1 ·d, they HU l'-

render witLout a murmur. W b n Rtruck !Jy ;1 IJ u.ll , 
the negro, ignorn.nt of t he naturc of tlic wounil, rnay 
genera.lly bc scen rubhing it with :trt li till he foJl s 
through loss of blood. The less courageous :Ay witl1 
their families to the caves, whence the 11unt ri, expeJ 
them by firin g pepper into thc bole. The ne 'l' %, 

almost blinded and suffocate<l, run iuto the suams 
previously prepared, and are put in frons. If aft~ r 

the :firing no one makes his appearance, the hunter~· 

conclude that the mothers have kille<l thefr chjJdren, 
and the husbands their wives and themselves. \.Vh u 
the negroes are taken, their strong attachrnent to 
their families and lands is apparent. They refu._ ~ 
to stir, some clinging to the tree. with all tbe" 
strength, while others embrace their ~fre~ anel 
children so closely, that it is nece~sary to separa e 
them with the sword ; or they are bound to a ho~e. 

H2 
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anel are dra-gged over brambles and rocks until they 
reach tlie foot of tlte rnountain, bruised, bloody, anel 
disfigurecl. If they still continue obstinate, tliey 
are put to death. 

Each detachment, 11aving captured its share of tlie 
RpoiJ, returns to the main body, anel is succeecled by 
others, until tlie mountain, " de battue en battue," ÍR 
depopulated. If from the strength of the position, or 
the obstinacy of the resistance, the first assault is un-
successful, th e General adopts the inhnman expedient 
of reclucing them by thirst; this is easily effected by 
encamping abore the springs at the foot of the moun-
tain, anel thus cutting off their only supply of water. 
The miserable negroes often endure this siege for a 
week; anel may Lc seen gnawing the bark of trees 
to e.xt ract a little moisture, till at length they are 
compelled to exchange their country, liberty, anel 
families, for a drop of water. They every day 
approach nearer, anel retreat on seeing the soldiers, 
until the temptation of the water shown them be-
comes too strong to be r.esistecl. At length they 
, ubrnit to 11.nre the m:umcles frtstened on their hamls, 
a1ttl a hcavy fork suspenrlecl to their necks, which they 
are obl io·ecl to lift at every step. 

T lte 1wtr h from the N uba mo untai ns to Oueicl is 
sliort. From th n e th ~ nre sent to Cairo. There 
th ' paslrn. di tribute them a he t.hinks proper; tli e 
:-igl'cl, infinn , nnd "·ounded, are given t.o the Be-
dnui11 s, who nre th most mercile of m aster , anel 
'x11 l tlH'ÍJ' dll' of hard hbom \\'ith a severit.) pro-
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portioned to tlie probable short duration of tl1c lives 
of their unhappy victims. 

At Obeid alone 6000 lmman b ings are annuaJly 
draggetl into lavery, anel t hat ut thc cost of 2000 
more, wl10 a.re killed in the capture. Thc king of 
Durfour also imports for salc ycarly 8000 or 0000 
slaves, a fonrth of wlwm usually clie during th t: 
fatigues of a forced marcli : tltey a.re compcllc<l, l1y 
the scarcity of provisions, to hurry forwan1 witli all 
speed. ln vain the exhausted wretches supplicatc 
for one <lay's rest; they havc no alterna tive Lut to 
push on, or he lcft beliincl a prey to tlie hungry 
jackals anel hyrenas . "On onc occasion," says thc 
narrator, "when, a few tlays after thc rnarch of a cara·· 
van, I rapidly crossecl the sarne desert, mounted ou 
<L fleet dromeclary, I fouud my way hy thc uewly ·· 
mangled human carca~es, anel by them I was g uicled 
to the nightly halt." 

Dr. Ho1royd, whom I haYe already rnentioned , in 
a letter to me of date 14th January,1839, says,in re-
fercnce to these "gazouas," of the Egyptiun troops 
"I should think, if my information be correct, that, in 
addition to 7000 or 8000 taken captive, at lea~t 1500 
were killed in defence or hy suffocation at the time of 
heing taken ; for I learnt. that, when the blacks saw 
the troop,s advancing, they took refoge in caves; tlic 
solclíers then firecl into the caverns, anel, if this clid 
not induce them to quit their places of concealment, 
they made fires at the entrances, anel either stif:l.ed 
the negroes, or compelled them to surrender. \"í' here 
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this latter method of taking them was adopted, it was 
not an uncommon circumstance to see a female with 
a child at her breast, who had been wounded by a 
musket-ball, staggering from her hiding-place, anel 
dying immediately after her exit.''* 

* ln the sarne letter, datecl J anuary 14, 18.39, Dr. Holroyel 
having mentionecl that he hael "brought from Kordofan, at his 
own request, a negro (an intelligent boy) about twelve years 
of age, who had been seized by Mahomed Ali's troops from 
Gcbel Noobah, anel from whom all particulars can be ob-
taineel in reference to tbat iuhuman methoel of taking the blacks," 
l asked that the boy might be questionecl as to what he had 
seen of the slave-hunts. Dr. Holroyd has favourecl me with 
the following "Statement of Almas, a negro boy taken in the 
gazoua of Gebel Noobah, three years ago, by the troops of Maho-
med Ali Pasha. Almas is a native of Korgo, a very consielerable 
district on the south side of Gebel N oobah; it is governed by a 
shcik, who is uneler the command of a local sultan. He was 
living at Korgo at the time of his capture, aml says, that the 
pasha's troops rnacle tbe attack eluring the night, whilst the ne-
groes were sleeping; that they fired repeateelly upon the district 
with cannou anel muskets, both loaeled with shot; anel that they 
burnt the straw huts of the negroes. As they escapeel from their 
burning huts they were seizecl by the troops: many, especially 
the chilelrcn, wcre burut to eleath, anel many were killed. Those 
who rau awny, anel wcre pursued by the soldiers, elefenclecl them-
sclves with stones, spears, anel trombashes; the latter, an iron 
wc11pon in common use among tbe natives of these mountains. 

' Thc n o-roes retreated to the caves in the sieles of the moun-
tains from whence they were eventually obliged to come forth, 
from f nr of suffocntion from the fires macle at the entrances, or 
from mmt of fooel anel water. He never hearcl of pepper, men-
tioned by La borde, as having been uscd in loading the guns, or 
of firing it into thc cnvcs to blind ar stifle the negroes. Prongecl 
stnkcs w r fosteneel ronnd the throats of the meu, and their 
hnud~ were fü:ed in blocks uf wooel nnileel together. Boys, of 
t" ehe or fomteen ·ears, hnel their hands only manacled, anel the 
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I coulcl add, were it nece sary, a thousand other 
instances of tlie e nes of cru lty and bloocl hed 
which n.re xhibited in Africa, havino- their ori 'in in 
the Sltwe 'l'racle; but enouo·h has been aid to prove 
the a sertion with wlüch I et out, that the principal 
anel almost the only cause of war in the interior ·of 
Africa is th de ire to procure slave · for traffic; anel 
that tlie only diffi rence betwixt the former times anel 
the preseut ch1y is this-that the mortality consequent 
on the cruelties of the system has increased in pro-
portion to the increr.use of the trafftc, Vl_'hich, it ap .. 
pears, has doubled iu amount, as compared with the 
period antecedent to 1790. 

I shall now estimate, as nearly as I can, the 
probable extent of mortality peculiarly incident to 
the periocl of seizure ; hut the clifficulty of this is 
great, because our authorities on this point are 
not numerous. Lord M uncaster notices a state-
ment o:f an African Governor to the Committee of 

young children arnl womcn were without an;y incumbrance. Two 
or three times Almas saw a stubborn slave drawn (to use his 
expression) like a carriage, by a horse across the rocks, until he 
was c1eac1. He cannot say how many were killed in the attack; 
he thinks 500 were taken along with him from Korgo, but rnany 
of these died of thirst, hunger, and fatigue, on their march to Kor-
dofan. Almas's father and brother were captured along wíth him, 
and the fonner was compelled to wear the prongecl stick from 
Gebel Noobah to Kordofan. They are both soldiers at Sobeyet. 
Ris mother was seized by the sultan of Baggarah, who makes ex-
peditions continually against the inha)Jitants of Gebel Noobah." 
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1790 :-" Mr. Miles said, he will not admit it to be 
war, only skirmish-fighting; and yet," Lord l\fon-
caster adds, " Villault, who was on the Golcl Coast 
in 1663, tells us, tbat in one of these ' skirmishes' 
alJove 60,000 men were destroyed; anel Bosman says 
that in two of these 'skirmishes' the outrage was so 
great, that above 100,000 men were killed upon the 
spot. I\'fr. Devaynes also informs us that, while he 
was in the country, one of these ' skirmü;l1es ' hap-
pened between the kings of Dahoruey anel Eyo, in 
which 60,000 lost thcir fores ."* 

The Rev. John Newton, rector of St . .Mary's 
\Voolnooth ( who at one period of his life . was en-
gaged in slave-traffic on the coast of Africa), observes, 
" I verily believe tliat the far greater part of the 
wars iu Africa would cease, if the Europeam; would 
ceasc to ternpt them by offering goods for slaves; 
anel, though they do not bring legions into the field, 
their wars are bloody. I believe the captives 1·ese1Tal 
for sale are FEWER than tlze slain. I have not suí-li-
cient data to warrant calculation, but I suppose that 
not less than 100,000 slaves are exportecl annually 
from all parts of Africa. lf but an eqiwl number are 
killed in war, anel if many of these wars are kinelled 
by the incentive of selling their prisoner,s, wliat an 
annual accumulation of blood mnst there be crying 
against the nations of Europe concernecl in this 
trade !"-j" 

* Lord M uncaster on the SI ave Tradc, p. 42. 
·!· N e,rton on the SJnye Tracle. London, 1788, p. 30. 
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I have no modem authority to support the spc-
cific statemcnts of Newton anel Lord 1\1 unca. ter 

' excepting that of D enham, who says, « That in one 
instance twent;lj tlwusand were lcilled, for si~i:teen 

tlwusa11d cnrried away into sla.very ;"* anel in another 
case, that " probably 11iore tlwn double" the number 
of tlwse capturecl for slaves foll a sacrifico in thc 
onset of the captors. -1-

The secoucl head of mortality, ansrng from the 
March, anel D etention before being embarkecl, nrnst 
now be consiclered; anel first as to the 

.M AR CH. 

" Tlie Begarmese," says B rowne, rn his journey 
to Darfour in 1793, " attack on horseback the 
Karclee, Serrowa, Showa, Battah, anel Mulgui triLes, 
anel seizing as many captives as possiblc, drive them 
like cattle to Begarrni. "t Mungo Park informs us 
that ,, hy for the greater nmnuer of slaves purchaseel 
Ly Europeans 011 the coast, are brought clown in 
large caravans from the inland couutries, of which 
many are unknmvn even hy name to the Europeam;. 

" I was rnet," he says, "by a coflle ( caravan) of 
slaves, about seventy in uurnber, coming from 8ego. 
'fhey were tied together by their necks, with thougs 
of hullocks' hide twisted like a rope, seven slaves 
upon a thong, anel a man with a musket between 

* Denham's Narrative, p. 214. i" Ibid. , p. 116. 
t Sce Lcyden's Discoveries, vol. i. p. 413. 
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every even. .Man) of the lares ffer ill- · mli-
tioned, and a great number of th 'lll ,l. m n ; they 
were going to l\Iorocco by the Yl'aJ of Ludmunr und 
the Great De ert."* 

ln another part of hi jomnal Park say ~ tlrnt, 
on his route to .Pisania, (a distance of 500 mil',,) 
he joined a coffie, under a slattee (slave-~nerchaut) , 

Kaarfa, who was particularly kind to him, aud "hom 
he describes as " a worthy negro, with a mind abov 
his conclition-a good creature," and therefore not 
likely to be among the most cruel, iu the treatment 
of his slaves. While this slattee was collecting the 
coflle, Park arrivecl at his house. Kaarfa liberally 
offered to keep him there till the country shoulel be 
fit for travelling. On the third day after his arrival 
Park fell ill with the fever, and he bestows great 
praise on his " benevolent landlord," for his kind-
uess and atteution.·1- W e are afterwards informed 
of the treatment of the slaves during the journey, 
which, be it remembered, was perfon11ed uncler the 
dir,ction of this "worthy, goo<l, anel benevolent 
1H' 0 To." It a.ppears that " The slaves are commonly 
s enr ·d by putting the right leg of one anel the left 
of :mothcr iuto the ame pair of fetters. By sup-
porting th fott rs 'rith a ~ tring, they can walk, though 
vcry 1owly. Ever. four Jayes are likewise fastened 
1 og 'I her hy tlw u ck witb a strong pair of twistecl 
t li 1wR; n.11d in the night ili! ad<litional pair of fetters 

Pnrk 's Tmr •t vol. i. pp. 438, 290. 
'!' l bitl., vol. i. p. 3 'S , ~e. 
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is p11 I 11 t lleir hurnls, ti 11<1 somctim ·s :t light iron 
t'lrn i11 pnst<t>tl nrtlllllll thcir li, ·lc. ' 

'ndt L)r t lt('nt a 'vinc· ' ma rks of <li 01it •ut ar 
::1'~111·l'tl in 1~ clilfor'nt 1111w11 •r ·a. tlti ·k bill t of wood 
i~ cut al>ont t hr'' lcd 1 llº" nnd a. mo th n l h 
bt·io,1· nuul' 11po11 Olll'· ·id • of it th' aucl of lh' bv 
is bt ltt'tl ln t,h sm otlt pa.rt by moans oC a ::;tr 11g iron 
shtpl >, Ol1C pr llf" of wli i ·h pa ' ' ' 011 C<l h •ide of th' 
;111 • l . \ 11 tltc e f 'ti r and bolt u.r' mn.d from 
untivc ir u. ln th pr' nt e, " th •y wcrc put on by 
th' bln lcmith, ns soon n the lave ' arrivecl from 
Kau nln1 aud w r" not taken off until the morniug; 
,d1 u th ·oJU d pn.rted for Gambia." 

H go on to ay, " Even to tho who a.e ompn.-
ni d the car::wau a a matter of choice, the toil was 
immeusc ; and they tnwelled sometimes from moruing 
till night without tasting a morsel of food." Anel 
afterward , " During this day's travel, two slaves, a 
woman anda gi~· J, were so much fatigue<l that they 
could not keep up with the cofile. They were severely 
whipped and dragged along, unt.il about three o'clock 
in the afternoon, when they were both affected with 
vomiting, by which it was discovered that they had 
eaten clay." He then narrates a case of great 
cruelty : one of the female slaves had become quite ex -
hausted, and every exertion was made with the whip 
to cause her to keep up with the coffie. When every 
effort failed, " the general cry of the coffie was kang-
tegi" ( cut her throat) . I had not walked forward a 
mile, when one of Kaarfa's domestic slaves carne up 
t~ me with poor Nealee's garment upon the end of 
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bis bow, anel exclaimed, ' N ealee is lost ;' he after·· 
wards said, he hacl left her on the roacl."* A few 
clays after this took place, a party of Serawoole traclers 
joiued the coffie, anel one of their male slaves became 
also completely exhausted; he vvas whippecl and 
torturecl to no purpose, anel then left in charge of 
anothcr slave, who, it was generally believed, put 
him to cleath. 

It nppears that there is also great suffering whcn 
thesc poor victims are conveyecl to the coast, by tlie 
rivers. Falconbridge says, " vVhile I was on the 
coast, during one of the voyages I made, the black 
traclers brought down in different canoes from 1200 
to 1500 negroes, which hacl been pnrchased at one 
fair. " 'l'hey consisted of all ages . '\V omen some-
timcs form a part of them, who happen to be so fa.r 
mlvancecl in their pregnancy, as to be deliverecl 
during their journey from the fairs to the coast. 
A nel there is not the least room to cloubt, but that, 
evcn before they can reach the fairs, great numbers 
perish from cruel usage, want of food, travelling 
through inhospitable deserts,, &e. They are brought 
in canoes, at the bottom of which they lie, having 
their hands tied, anel a strict watch being kept over 
them. Their usage, in other re~pects, during the 
passagc, is equally cruel. Their allowance of food 
is so scnnty as lrnrely to support nature. They are, 
bc ides, rnuch exposerl to tlie violent rains which fre-
qucntl) fall l1erc, being covered only with mats that 
nffo rcl but a slio·ht defence; and, as there is usuall y 

* Park's Tnwels, vol. i. p. 507, &e. 
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water at the bottom of the canoes from leaking, they 
are scarcely P.Ve r dry." 'Í' 

I-Iere, again, it urny be rejoined, " But these werc 
the practices of the last century." Riley informs us 
tlrn.t S idi Hamet, the l\foor, nn.rrntecl to him, as an 
instnnce of the sufferings consequent on the route by 
the Desert, that the caravan which he accompn.niecl 
from vVednoon to Timbuctoo, in 1807, consisted, on 
its setting out, of 1000 men and 4000 camels ; Lut 
only twelve camels anel twenty-one men escapecl afore 
from the Desert.t Let us examine whether thesc 
cruel sufferin gs have Leeu rnitigatecl in our own 
times ; and whether we may flatter ourselves that 
Africa is no longer the scene of such atrocities. 
Burckharclt, in 18 14, accompaniecl a caravan frorn 
S hencly in Nubia, across the Desert, to S uakin ou the 
Hecl Sea. There were slaves with the caravan on 
their wn.y to Arabia. In the middle of the journey 
the caravan was alarmed by a threatenecl attack of 
robLers; they "movecl on," we are told, "in silence; 
nothing was heard but the groans of a few infirm 
female slaves, anel the whips of their cruel rnas.ters.":I: 
He also says that the fernales are almost universally 
the victims of the brutal lusts of their drivers. 

Major Grny, while travelling in the country of 
Galam in 1821, fell in with a part of the Kaartan 

" Falconbritlge on the Slave Tratle, Lonclon, 1788, pp. 12, 13, 
19, &e . 

t Riley's N anative, p. 361. 
t Burckhardt's Travels, PP• 381, 336. 
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force, which he said hael taken 107 prisoners, chiefly 
women anel chilelren. '' The men were tieel in pairs 
by the necks, their hanels secureel behind their backs; 
the women by their necks only, but their han.ds were 
not left free from any · sense of feeling for them, but 
in order to enable them to halance the immense loacls 
of pang, corn, or rice, which they were forced to 
carry on their heads, and the children ( who were 
unable to walk, or sit on horseback) behinel their 
backs. They were hurried along at a pace little 
short of running, to enable them to keep up with the 
horsemen, who elrove them on as Smithfield drovers 
do fatigued bullocks. lVIany of the women were old, 
anel by no means able to endure such treatment." 
On a subsequent day he says, "The sufferings of the 
poor slaves during a march of nearly eight hours, 
partly under an excessively hot sun anel east winel, 
heavily laelen with water, of which they were alloweel 
to drink but very sparingly, anel travelling barefoot 
on a harel anel broken soil, covered with long elrieel 
reeds, anel thorny unelerwooel, rnay be more easily 
conceiveel than describeel." 

ln the course of his journey Major Gray fell in 
with another eletachrnent of slaves, and he says, 
" The women anel chilclren (all nearly nakecl, anel 
carrying heavy loacls) were tieel together by the neck, 
anel hurríed along over a rough stony path, that cut 
their feet in a clreaclful manner. There were a 
great number of chilclren, who, from their tender 
years, were unable to walk ; anel were carried, some 
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on the prisoners' backs, and others on horseback be-
hiud the captors, who, to prevent their falling off, 
tied the.m to the back part of the saddle with a rope 
made from the bark of the baoball, which was so 
liard and rough that it cut the back and sides of the 
poor little iunocent babes, so as to dravv the blood. 
This, however, was only a secondary state of the suf-
ferings endured by those children, when compared 
to the clreadfully blistered anel chafed state of their 
seats, from constant jolting ou the bare back of the 
horse, seldom going slower than a trot, or smart 
amble, anel not unfrequently driven at full speed for 
a few yards, and pulled u p short. "* 

ln speaking of the route by the Desert, Lyon 
says :t-" Children are thrown with the baggage on 
the camels, if unable to walk ; but, if five or six years 
of age, the poor little creatures are obliged to trot on 
all day, even shoulcl no stop be made for fourteen or 
fifteen hours, as I have sometimes witnessed." "The 
daily allowance of food is a quart of dates in the 
morning, and half a pint of flour, made into bazeen, 
at night. Some masters never allow their slaves to 
drinlf after a rr!eal, except at a watering-place." 
'' N one of the owners ever moved without their 
whips, which were in constant use. Drinking too 
much water, bringing too little wood, or falling 
asleep before the cooking was finished, were con-
siderecl nearly capital crimes ; anel it was in vain for 

;* Gray's Travels in Africa, pp. 290, 295, and 323. 
i' Lyon, p. 297. 
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these poo1· creatures to plead the excuse of Leing 
tirecl, - nothing could avert the application of the 
whip." "No slave dares to be ill or unaLle to wa1k ; 
but, when the poor sufferer clies, the master suspects 
there must have been something ' wrong inside,' and 
regrets not having liberally applied the usual remedy 
of burning the belly 'vith a red-hot iron; tlrns re-
conciling themselves to their crne1 treatrnent of these 
unfortu na te wretches." 

This description is confirmed hy Caillie, who, in 
l1is account of his journey from Timbuctoo through 
tl1e Desert, gi1res the following case of barbarity, 
which he says lte had the misfortune to see too often 
repeated :-"A poor Bambara slave, or' hventy-five 
years, was cruelly treated hy some .Moors, who com-
pellecl him to walk, without allowing him to halt for 
a moment, or to quench his burning_ thirst. 'fhe 
complaints of this unfortunate creature might have 
movecl the harclest heart. Sometimes he woukl beg 
to rest himself against the crupper of a carne], anel at 
others he threw liimse1f clown on the sancl in despair. 
J n vain. did lte implore, with uplifted hands, a drop of 
water: his cruel masters answered his prnyers anel 
his tears only with stripes." * 

In another part of his work Caillie says :-
" Our situation was still the sarne; the east wincl 

b1ew with violence; anel, far from affording us any, 
refreshment, it only threatened to bury us uncler the 
rnountains of sancl '~'1üch it raisecl ; anel, w hat was sti11 

'~ Cui1lie's Traveis, vol. ii. l)· 89. 
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more alarming, our water diminished rapidly from 
the extreme drought which it occasioned. Nobody 
sufferecl more intensely from thirst than the poor 
little slaves, who were crying for water. Exhausted 
by their sufferings and their lamentations, these un-
happy creatures fell 011 the grou11d, anel seemed to 
have no power to rise; but the i\Ioors clid not snffer 
them to continue there long when travelling. In-
sensible to the sufferings which childhoocl is so littlc 
fitted to support, these barbarians dragged them 
along with viqlence, beating them incessantly till 
they had overtaken the carnels, which were already 
at a distance."* 

ln 1824 Denham anel Clapperton penetrateel to 
Nigritia, by the Desert from Fezzan, the route usually 
taken by slave-caravans going to the north of Africa. 
ln narrating his excursion to Munga, Major D enham 
speaks of a caravan which he met at Kouka, consist-
ing of te11 merchants from Soudan, with nearly lOO 
slaves; anel he observes, "If the hundreds, nay thou-
sands, of skeletons that whiten in the blast between 
this place anel Mourzouk, elid not of themselves teU 
a tale replete with woe, the difference of a_ppearance 
in all slaves here, where they are fed tolerably, anel 
the state in which they usually arrive in Fezzan, 
would lmt too clearly prove the acuteness of the 
sufferings which commence 011 their leaving the 
negro country. Going, as they do, poor creatures, 
nearly naked, the cold of Fezzan, in the winter sea-

* Caillie's Trnve1s, vol. ii . p. 114. 
1 
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son, kills them by hundreds.""-' This fact, a to the 
change of climate, is also noticed by Captain Lyon, 
who, speaking of the passage across the mountains 
of Fezzan, says, "Feh. 12th. Ther. 30º below Oº.-
W ater freezes, and the poor negroes in great distress 
from the cold."t 

"\iVhen tbe travellers arrived at the well of Meshroo, 
Denham says :-" Round tbis spot were Iying more 
than 100 skeletons. Our camels did not come u p 
till dark, and we bivouacked in the midst of those 
unearthed remains of the victims of persecution and 

· avarice, after a long day's journey of twenty-six miles, 
in the course of which one of our party counted 107 
of these skeletons." Shortly afterwards, he adds :-
" During the last two days we had passed on an 
average from sixty to eighty or ninety skeletons each 
day; but the numbers that lay abóut the wells at El 
Hammar were countless.''t Jackson informs us ~ 
that, in 1805, "a caravan from Timbuctoo to Tafilet 
was disappointed at not finding water at the usual 
watering-place, and entirely perished : 2,000 persons 
and 1,800 camels." 

Dr. Holroyd, in the letter to me which I have 
already quoted, in speaking of the " gazoua" in 
Kordofan, says :- "'fhese slave-hunts have producecl 
a great depopulation in the districts where they are 
practised : there is not only a terrible waste of life 

* Denham, pp. 1 72, 280. t Lyon, p. 298. 
! Denham, p. 12. 

§ Jackson' Travels in Africn, 1809, p. 239. 
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in the attempts to capture the negroes, but after they 
are seized there is so much of ill-usa_ge and brutality, 
that I have been assured that no less than tlzfrty pm· 
cent. pm·islz in the first ten days after their seizure." 

This account is confirmed by Dr. Ruppell, who 
says that "in lVIehemet Ali's experlition, in 1820 and 
1821, above 40,000 were torn from their country, 
not a third of whom reached Egypt; and even of 
those who did, a great part soon died off." He goes 
on to state that, as they were apt to desert on their 
passage from Kordofan or Shendy, through the 
Desert, anel return to Dongola, each of them was 
branded by a hot iron on the arm, anel a pole, nine 
feet long, fastened to their necks. The escort was 
obliged to deliver as many slaves as they had received, 
or the ears of those who might die on the road. 
" l\'Iany of the unhappy victims, who could be no 
longer urged, by the whips of their drivers, to furthe,r 
exertions on the march, had their ears cut off while 
yet alive, and were then leH to await the agonies of 
the last moment in the Desert. I myself, in my 
journey to Ambukol, in the year 1824, passed many 
of the bodies of these miserable creatures, on whose 
necks the dreadful poles were still fastenecl : the bar-
barous drivers had not relieved the wretches from 

· their fetters, ev'en in the hour of death."W• 
Dr. Bowring says,-" ln conversations which I 

have had with the domestic slaves in the towns of 
Egypt, they talk with the greatest horror of the suf-

* Ruppell'sATravels in!Abyssinia, vol. ii. pp. 25, 27. 
r2 
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ferings connected with their first experience of the 
bitterness of slavery. And these are but the begin-
ning of sorrows. ln the progress across the Desert, 
many perish from thirst and from fatigue. I havc 
often heard their miseries described on their way, 
from the poverty of the fellahs and insufficiency of 
tT1e caravans, which are often charged with an ex-
cessive number of slaves. An estirnate being made 
of the greatest number which it ·is possible to preserve 
'\<Vith the supply of water that remains, all the rest 
are abandoned, anel elie of starvation in the sanely 
wilderness. 

" I '"ill give you, from the mouth, anel nearly in 
the wor<ls, of a fernale slave at Caii:o, her account of 
the journey across the Desert to Siout. ' W e had a 
long, long journey, anel we suffered very much. vVe 
had not food enough to eat; anel sometimes we hacl 
no drink at all, and our thirst was terrible. \Vhen 
we stopped, almost <lying for want of water, they 
killeel a camel, anel gave us his blood to drink. But 
the camels themsel ves could not get on, anel then 
they were killed, anel we had their flesh for meat anel 
their uloocl for water. Some of the people were too 
weak to get on, anel so they were left in the Desert 
to <lie. The fellahs .were some of them goo<l people, 
anel when we were tirecl allowecl us to ride upon the 
camels; hut there were many who woulcl never let the 
negroes ride, but forced them always to walk, always 
over the sand. But when we ha.cl been da:ys without 
water, many dropped <lown, anel were left upon the 
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sand; so that, when we got to the end of our journey, 
numbers of those that had been with us were with us 
no longer.'" 
, Dr. Holroyd also states that '' These unfortunate 
individuals (those selected for the army) were marched 
down to Kartoom, fourteen days' journey, completely 
naked ; anel, to add to their misery, a wooden stake 
six or seven feet long, and forked at one extremity, 
was attached to the neck of one, by means of a cross 
bar retainecl in its position by stripes of bull's biele ; 
to the other end of the stake an iron ring was 
fastenecl, which encircled the throat of another of 
these poor harmless creatures. They vrere then un-
mercifoll y driven to Kartoom, with scarcely anything 
to eat on the way, anel compelled to traverse a burn-
ing desert with a very sparing anel scanty supply of 
water. 'fhey were clespatchecl in companies of fifties; 
anel so great were their privations anel fatigue on the 
journey, that a Ietter arrived at Kordofan, addressed 
to Mustapha Bey, from Khourshicl Pasha, of.Kartoom, 
Governor General of Soudan, anel which was reacl 
during a visit I made to the diva.o of the former, in 
which the latter stated, that of fifty slaves who left 
Kordofan some days before, only thirty-five were 
living on the arrival of the caravan at Kartoom. 

Richard Lander, in his account of Captain Clap-
perton's last journey in 1826, in which he attencled 
that traveller, speaking of the state of the slaves whom 
he saw on their journeys, ohserves: " ln their toil-
some journeyings from one part of the country to 
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another, it must be admitted that the captured slaves 
undergo incredible hardships." He left Socatoo, with 
a party of traders, and the '' king of Jacoba," who 
had fifty slaves, whom he was conducting (with heavy 
loads on their heads) to his o'Vvn country. Two days 
afterwards Lander was informed that the whole of 
these slaves were missing; and, on search being made, 
it was ascertained that they had all perished fr01n 
exce.Ysive fatigue and want of watm·."* 

Mr. Oldfield, who accompanied Laird in the expe-
dition up the Niger in 1833, in giving a description 
of Bocqua rnarket, says : " U nder the tmas and in the 
enclosures are to be seen male and female slaves 
from the age of five up to thirty. Some of these 
children of misfortune, more intelligent than others, 
are to be seen sitting pensive and melancholy, appa-
rently in cleep thought, while their poor legs ate 
swelled from confinement in irons, or being closely 
stowecl at the bottom of a canoe ; and he adds, " It is 
painful to contemplate the number of slaves annually 
sold at this market, most of whom are forwardecl to 
the sea-side." t 

Many more extracts might have been taken from 
the remarks of rnodern travellers on this branch of 
the subject ; but enough has been adducecl to prove 
that the cruelties and consequent mortality arising 
from the ma1·ch afier seizure have not dec1·eased since 
the time of Falconbridge and Park. 

" Lander's Records, vol. i. p. 301 ; and vol. ii. p. 95. 
t "Laird and Oldfield, vol. i. p. 409. 
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I shall only further add, on the authority of Dr. 
Meyen, (a German who, a few years ago, published 
an account of a Voyage round the World,) that 
" NI. Mendez, the author ~f a very learned treatise 
on the causes of the great mortality of the Negro 
Slaves, estimates the number of those who die, 
merely 011 the journey from the interior to the coast, 
_at five-tweljths of the whole."* 

DETENTION. 

The next cause of mortality arises from the deten-
tion of the slaves on the coast before they are em-
barkecl, anel this occurs, for the most part, when the 
vessel for which they may be destinecl has not arrived, 
or is not ready to sail, or may be in dread of capture 
after sailing. 

A gentleman resiclent at Senegal in 1818 statecl 
to his correspondent at Paris, that, " No one in the 
town is ignorant that there are here 600 wretched 
creatures shut up in the slave-yards, waiting for 
embarkation. The delay which has occurxecl causing 
a serious expense, they receive only what is sufficiem 
to keep them alive, and they are made to go .out for 
a short space of time, morning anel evening, loaded 
with irons."t 

When Commodore Owen visited Benguela in 
1825, he says, " We hacf here an opportunity of see-
ing bond-slaves of both sexes chained together m 

* Dr. Meyen, German edition, vol. i. p. 77. 
t 13th Report ofthe African Institution, Ap. G. p. 99. 
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pairs. About 100 of these unhappy beings had just 
arrived from a great dista~1ce 1.n the interior. Many 
were mere skeletons labouring under every misery 
that want and fatigue coulcl pro<luce. ln some, the 
fetters had, by their constant action, worn through 
the laceratecl flesh to the bare bone, the ulceratecl 
wouncl having become the resort of myriacls of tlies, 
which had cleposited their eggs in the gangrenous 
cavities."~é 

Oiseau, cornmanding the Lrig Le Louis, on com-
pleting his cargo of slaves at the Old Calebar, thrnst 
tbe whole of the unfortunate beings between decks, 
a height of nearly three feet, and closed the hntches 
for the night. vVhen morning made its appearance, 
fifty of thc poor sufferers hacl paid the debt of nature. 
The wretch coolly ordered the bodies of bis victims 
to be thrown into the river, anel immediately pro-
ceecled on shore to complete his execrable cargo:r 

Richard Lander tells us that the Brazen, in which 
he went to Africa in 1825,_captured a Spanish bri-
gantine wliich vvas waiting off Accra, for a cargo of 
slaves. A few days after this capture, the com-
mander of the Brazen landed at Papoe, anel de-
manded the slaves which were to have heen em!Jarked 
in the brigantine. They were ultimately given up, 
anel Lander says, " The slaves at length made their 
appearance, and exhibited a long line of melancholy 
faces anel ernaciatecl frarnes, wastecl by disease anr.l 
close confinement, anel by their having suffered clreacl-

. * Owen, vol, ii. p. 234. t Class B, 1825, p. 123. 
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fully from scantiness of foocl, and the impure air of 
their prison-house. rrhey were in a complete state 
of nudity, and heavily rnanacled; several of them 
were lamed by the weight of their irons, and their 
skin sadly excoriatecl from the sarne cause." * 

At the close of this journey, Lancler says :-" I 
saw 400 slaves at Baclagry in the Bight of Benin, 
crammed into a small schooner of eighty tons. The 
appearance of these unhappy human beings was 
squalid and miserable in the extreme; they were 
fastenecl by the neck in pairs, only one-fourth of a 
yarcl of chain being allowecl for each, and clriven to 
the beach by a parcel of hired scounclrels, whilst their 
associates in cruelty were in front of the party pulling 
them along by a narrow bancl, their only apparel, 
which encirclecl the waist." " Badagry being a ge-
neral . mart for the salc of slaves to European mer-
chants, it not unfrequently happens that the market 
is either overstocked with human beings, or no buyers 
are to be found; in which case the maintenance of 
the unhappy slaves devolves solely on the Govern-
ment. The king then causes an examination to be 
ma.de, when the sickly, as well as tbe olcl anel infirm, 
éire carefully selectecl anel chainecl by themselves in 
one of the factories (five of which, containing up-
warcls of one thousand slaves of both sexes, were at 
Badagry during rny residence there); anel next day 
the majority of these poor wretches are pinioned 

* Lander's Records, vol. i. p. 31. 



Jl6 THE SLA VE TRADE. 

and conveyed to the banks of the river, where 
. having arrived, a weight of some sort is appended 
to their necks, and, being rowed in canoes to the 
middle of the stream, they are flung into the water, 
and left to perish by the pitiless Badagrians. Slaves 
who for other reasons are rejected by the merchants 
undergo the sarne punishment, or are · Ieft to endure 
more lively torture at the sacrifices, by which means 
hundreàs of human beings are annually destroyed."* 

Mr. Leonard informs us, " that about 1830 the 
king' of Loango told the officers of the Primrose that 
he could 1oad eight slave-vessels in one week, and 
give each 400 or 500; but that, having now no means 
of disposing of the greater part of his prisoners, he 
was obliged to . kill them: And, shortly before the 
Primrose arrived, a great number of unfortunate 
wretches, who had been taken in a predatory incur-
sion, after having been made use of to carry loads 
of the plundered ivory, &e., to the coast, on their 
arrival there, as there was no market for them, and 
as the trouble anel expense of their sup.port would 
be considerable, were taken to the side of a hill, 
a little beyond the town, and .coolly knocked on the 
head."t 

ln 1833 Mr. Oldfielcl found severa! dozen human 
skulls lining the bank of the river Nunn, (one of the 
rnouths of the Niger,) ata barracoon or slave-house, 

* Lauder's Records, vol. ii. pp. 241, 250. 
t Leonard's Voyage to Western Africa, p. 147. 
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which he discovered were the remains of slaves who 
had died there.* 

An intelligent master of a merchant-vessel, who, 
for many years past, has been engaged in the African 
trade, informs me that, after the slave·dealing cap-
tains have made their selection of the slaves brought 
on board for sale, the unfortunate creatures who may 
be rejected "are sent immediately on shore, and 
marched down to the barracoon, chained together, a 
distance of five miles. .1 have seen the most piteous 
entreaties made by the poor rejected creatures to the 
captain to take them, for they knew that to be re-
turnecl on shore was only to encounter a worse fate 
by starvation." Heis speaking of the River Bonny, 
and he goes on to say, "Ju Ju town contains about 
twelve barracoons: they are built to contain from 300 
to 700 slaves each. I have seen from 1500 to 2000 
slaves at a time, belonging to the severa! vessels then 
in the river." 

" I have known disease to make dreadful havoc 
in these places, more especially in the year 1831, 
when the small-pox carriecl off 200 in one barracoon. 
Great numbers are carriecl off annually by diarrhooa 
anel other cliseases." 

Colonel Nicolls has statecl to me, that during his 
resiclence at Fernando Po he visited the River Came-
roons, where he saw a number of slaves in a barracoon; 
" they were confined in irons two anel two, anel many 

ilf Laircl and Oldfield's J ournal, vol. i. p. 339. 
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of them had the irons literally grating against their 
bones through the raw flesh." 

It is stated hy a naval officer serving in the 
Preventive Squadron, in a letter to a relative, dated 
about a year ago, and communicated to me, that in 
1837, having been employed in blockading a Portu-
guese brig np one of the rivers in the Bight of Biafra, 
"On arriving nt rny station, I had positive informa-
tion that the Portuguese had bought upwards of 400 
slaves, anel was about to sail. By some means or 
other she got information that a British boat was 
blockading her, consequently she postponed her 
sailing for several weeks. Shortly afterwards, ou 
my inquiring into her state, I found 300 of her 
slaves had died, chiefly of starvation, an<l a few were 
shot by the Portuguese whilst attempting to escape. 
A few days aftenvarcls the brig sailed without any 
slaves, all, with the exception of about a score, having 
fallen victims to the system pursued." 

Captain Cook has informed me that he saw many 
blind negroes in Quilimane (1837), who subsistecl 
by begging ; they were the remains, he was informed, 
of a cargo landed from a Monte Videan vessel, which 
had been attacked by ophthalmia. If they lived, they 
were left to starve. 

He also says that, in Septemher, 1837, a number 
of slaves were suffocatecl on boa.rei the brig Generous 
at Quilimane. "'I'he boatswain had, it appeared, 
shut the hatches clo~e down after the slaves lrnd been 
put Lelow in the evening; it was his dnty to have 
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kept the lrn.tch uncovered, anel to have placed guards 
over them; but this woulcl have requirecl bis own 
vigilance, anel he consiclered a souncl sleep was to him 
worth all the slaves on board, especially as they cost 
him nothing." This case carne to Captain Cook's 
knowledge in consequence of a qnarrel between the 
captain anel the boatswain. '' 'The pecuniary loss 
was all that was regretted by the captain." 

Captain Cook aclcls, that slayes who '' die on board, 
in port, are never interred on shore, but are inva-
riably thrown overboard, when they sometimes fl.oat 
backward anel forward with the tide for a '1'eek, 
should the sharks anel alligators not devolll· them. 
Should a corpse chan.ce to be washed on shore at 
the top of high-water, it is permitted to remain until 
the vultures dispose of it." " 1 have known one to 
be near the Custom-house upwarcls of a week, cluring 
which time the stench was intolerable." 

ln a letter acldressecl by Captain Cook to tlie 
editor of the Standard, datecl 16th July, l838, he 
says that instances have been lmown of slaves having 
been buried alive in Quilimane for some trifl.ing 
offence, anel that the consequent punislnnent (if there 
was any at all) was a mere trifie, as imprisonment for 
a month; anel he aclds,-

" The fact, 110wever, which I am now about to 
state occurreel in August, 1837, and carne under my 
own observat_ion, anel to all of which I am ready to 
bear testimony on oath, if requirecl. Slaves to the 
number of 250, or thereabouts, rnale and female, 
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adults and children, were brought in canoes from 
Senna, a Portuguese settlernent at soine distance in 
the interior of Africa, to be sold at Quilimane, there 
being at that time severa! slavers lying in the river. 
These unfortunate beings were consigned to a 
person holding a high civil appointment under the 
Portuguese Government (the collector of customs) : 
these poor creatures were from a part of the country 
where it is said that the natives make bad slaves ; 
consequently, and as there was abundance of human 
flesh in the market, they clicl not meet with a ready 
sale. The wretch to whom they were consignecl 
actually refused them sustenance of any kind. Often 
have I been cornpellecl to witness the melancholy 
spectacle of from twelve to twenty of my fellow-
creatures, without clistinction of age or sex, chained 
together, with a heavy iron chain round the neck, 
vvandering about the town in quest of foocl to satisfy 
the cravings of nature, picking up bones and garbage 
of every description from the clung-heaps, snails from 
the fields, and frogs from the ditches, and, when the 
tide receded, collecting the shell-fish that were left 
on the bank of the ri ver, or sitting round a fire roast-
ing and eagerly devouring the sea-weed. 

" Again and again have I seen one or more of 
these poor creatures, when unable from siclrness to 
walk, crawling on their hands and knees, accom-
panying the gang to which they were chained when 
they went in search of their daily foocl . . . . for one 
coulcl not move without the whole. ln consequence 
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of this treatment, they soon became so emaciated 
that tbe sla_ve-dealers would not purchase them on 
any terms ; in this state, horrid as it must appear, 
the greater part were left to perish, without food, 
medicine, or clothing, for the little piece of coarse 
cotton cloth, worn by a few of the females, did not 
deserve the name, anel could answer no other purpose 
than to lodge the vermin with which, they were 
covered; their bones protruding through the skin, 
they presented "the appearance of living skeletons, 
lingering amidst hunger and disease, till death, their 
l>est friend, released most of them at once from suf-
fering anel bondage."* 

From these extracts it is evident that this branch 
of the case furnishes an item of no small magnitude 
in the black catalogue of negro destruction. 

I now proceed to the 

MIDDLE PASSAGE-

* Through the haste with which the embarkation is usually 
contlucted, some of the boats are, it is said, frequently swamped 
amidst the breakers, and many slaves are thus lost.-Col. Herald, 
lst July, 1837. 
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MIDDLE PASSAGE. 

" 'rhe stings of a woun<le<l consc.ience, man cannot in flict ; but 
nearly all which man can do to make his fellow-creatures miserable, 
without defeating his purpose hy putting a speecly entl to their 
existence, will still be here effectetl; and it will still continue true, 
that never cau so much misery be found condense<l into so small a 
space as in a slave-ship <luring the midtlle passage,"-Wilbe1fo1-ce, 
Lei/e~" 1807. 

It was well observed by Mr. Fox, in a debate on 
the Slave Trade, that " 1rrue humanity consists not 
in a squeamish ear; it consists not in starting or 
shrinking at such tales as these, but in a disposition 
of heart to relieve misery. True humanity apper-
tains rather to the mincl than to the nerves, and 
prompts men to use real anel active endeavours to 
execute the actions which it suggests." 

ln the spirit of this observation, I now go on to 
remark, that tlie first feature of this deadly passage, 
w hich attracts our attention, is the evident insuffi-
ciency, in point of tonnage, of the \'essels employed, 

~ for the cargoes of human beings which they are made 
to contain. 

ln 1788 a law passed the British legislature, by 
which it was provided that vessels under 150 tons 
should not carry more than five men to every three 
tons; that vessels above 150 tons should not carry 
more than three men to every tvrn tons ; anel that the 
height of slave-vessels between decks shoulcl not be 
less than five feet. ln 1813 it was decreecl hy the 
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government of Portugal' anel Brazil that two tons 
should he nllowecl for every five men ; aud the 
Spanish" Ceclula," of 1817, adoptecl the sarne scale. 
It is nnclerstoocl that the Spanish anel Portuguese 
ton bears the proportion of one anel a half to the 
British ton. 'l'he allowance in British transports is 
three men to cvery two tons. 

lVIen. Tons. 
The lowest rate, th en, allowecl by the British 

was 5 to 3 
Anel by Spain, Portugal, anel Brazil, it 

shouhl be 5 to 3 
Bnt for British soldiers the regulation is . 3 to 2 

anel, although this allowance in the trnnsport of troops 
seems to be liberal, when compared with the space 
affonled for slaves, even here compln.ints have often 
been macle of the insufficiency. 

Let us, then, keep in view these rates of tonnage, 
as we proceed to ascertain the accommoclation which 
has been, anel is now, afforcled to the negroes on the 
middle passage ;* anel here, at least, one reason will 
he apparent for the increase of suffering anel mor-
tality which lias recently occurrecl, viz. that the 
extent of accommodation, limitecl as it was, lias been 
gTeatly curtailed. 

"' I am informecl that the slavers which have been brought to 
this country anel remeasured have been found to be of mnch less 
tonnage than that stateel in their papers : fol' instance, the 
" N apoleon," sai d to be 71 tons, was found to be only 31. Thc 
" William Allen,'' said to be 350 tons, was found to be only 
] 3-1 tons. 

K 
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'Ve have a faithful description of the miseries of 
the middle passage, from the pen of an eye-witness, 
Mr. Falconbridge. His account refers to a periocl 
antececlent to 1790. He tells us that " The men nc-
groes, on being brought aboarcl ship, are immecliately 
fastened together two anel two, by hanclcuffs on their 
wrists, anel by irons riveted on their legs .... They 
are frequently stowed so close as to admit of no 
other posture than lying on their sides. Neither will 
the height between elecks, unless ·directly uncler the 
grating, permit them the indulgence of an erect pos-
ture, especially where there are platforms, which i~ 

generally the case. These platforrns are a kind of 
shelf, about eight or nine feet in breadth, extending 
from the side of the ship towards the centre. They 
are placecl nearly midway between the decks, at the 
distance of two or three feet from each deck. U pon 
these the negroes are stowed in the sarne manner as 
t1rny are on the deck unelerneath." Afte.r mention-
ing some other arrangernents, he goes on to say, " It 
often happens that those who are placed at a distance 
from the buckets, in endeavouring to get to thern, 
tumble over their companions, in consequence of their 
being shackle<l. These acci<lents, although unavoid-
able, are procluctive of continual quarrels, in which 
some of them are always bruisecl. ln this clistressed 
gituation they desist from the attempt, anel ..... . 
this becomes a fresh source of broils anel disturbances, 
anel ten<ls to render the situation of the poor captive 
wretches still more uncomfortable. 
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" ln favourable weather they are fed upon deok, 
but in bad weather their food is given to them below. 
Numberless quarrels take place among them during 
their meals; more especially when they are put upon 
short allowance, which frequently happcns. ln that 
case, the weak are obliged to be content with a very 
scanty portion. 'Their allowance of water is about 
half a pint each, at every meal. 

" U pon the negru.es refusing to take sustenance, I 
have seen coals of fire, glowing hot, put on a shovel, 
anel placed so near their lips as to scorch anel burn 
them, anel this has been accompaniecl with threats of 
forcing them to swallow the coals, if they any longer 
persisted in refusing to eat. These means have ge-
nerally the clesired effect. I have also been credibly 
informed that a certain captain in the Slav~ 'frade 
poured melted lead on such of the negroes as obsti-
nately refused their food." Falconbridge then telis 
us that the negroes are sometimes com pelled to 
dance anel to sing, anel that, if any reluctance is ex-
hibited, the cat-o'-nine-tails is employecl to enforce 
obeclience. He goes on to mention the unbounded li-
cenc~ given to the offi.cers anel crew of the slavers, as 
regards the womeu ; anel, speaking of the officers, he 
says, they " are sometimes guilty of such brutal ex-
cesses as elisgrace human nature .... But, ' he con-
tinues, "the hardships anel inconveniences snfferecl by 
the negroes during the passage are scarcely to be enu-
merated or conceived; They are far more v101ently 

K2 
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affectecl by the sea-sickness than the Europeans. It 
frequently termioates in cleath, especially among the 
women. The exclusion of the fresh air is among the 
most intolerable. lVIost ships have air~ports; but, 
whenever the sea is rough anel the i~in heavy, it be-
comes necessary to shut these anel every other con-
veyance by which air is admitted. The fresh air 
being thus excluded, the negroes' rooms very soon 
grow intolerably hot. The confinecl air, renderecl 
noxious by the efRuvia exhaleel from their boelies, 
anel by being repeatedly breathed, soon , procluces 
fevers anel fluxes, which generally carry off great 
numbers of them. During the voyages I made, I 
was frequently a witness to the fatal effects of this 
exclusion of the fresh air. I will give one instance, 
as it serves to convey some idea, though a very faint 
one, 'if.- of the state of these unhappy beings. Some 
wet anel hlowing weather having occasionecl the port-
holes to Le shut, anel the gratings to be covered, fluxes 

* One circumstance has struck me very forcibly . I have re-
ceived communications, both by letter anel in conversation, from 
mány naval officers who have boarclecl slave-ships, anel I have 
observed that, without an exception, they all make this observation : 
-" No worcls can clescribe the horrors of the scene, or t11e suf-
ferings of the negroes." I have recently shown these pages to a 
naval officer, i1ow a captain in the service, who hacl long been 
employecl in the preventive squaclron, requesting him to point out 
any error into which I rnight have fallen. He replied , « Your 
staternent is trne, as far as it goes; but it is, after all, only a faint 
picture of the reality." 
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and fevers among the negroes ensued. lVIy profes-
sion requiring it, I frequently went down among them, 
till at length their apartments became so extremely 
hot as to be only suffernble for a very short time. 
But the excessive heat was not the only thing that 
rendered their situation intolerable. The deck, that 
i3, the floor of their roorns, was so covered vvith the 
bloocl anel mucus which had proceeded from them in 
con equence of the flux, that it resembled a sJaughter-
house. It is not in the power of human imagination 
to picture to itself a sitnation more drea.dful or more 
disgusting. 

" N umhers of the sbves having fainted, they 
were carried on deck, whcre several of them died ; 
aud the rest were with great ditficulty restornd. It 
had nearly proved fatai torne also : the climate was 
too wann to admit the wearing of any clothing but a 
shirt, and that I hacl pullecl off before I went down : 
notwithstanding which, by only continuing among 
them for about a quarter of an hour, I was so over-
come by the heat, stench, anel foul air, that I hacl 
nearly fainted; anel it was not without assistance 
that-I could get upon cleck. The consequence was, 
that I soon after fell sick of the sarne clisorcler, fron 
which I clicl not recover for several months. A 
circnmstance of this kind sometimes repeatedly 
happens in the course of a voyage, anel often to a 
greater degree than what has just heen described : 
particularly when the 8laves are much crowded, 
which was not tbe case at that time, the ship having 
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more than 100 short of the 11umber she was to 
have taken in: yet, out of 380, 105 died 011 the pas-
sage,-a proportion seemi11gly very great, but by no 
means uncommon. ,, 

He proceeds to notice the case of a Liverpool 
vessel which took 011 board at the Bonny River 
nearly 700 slaves (more than three to each to11 !) ; 
and Falconbriclge says,-" By purchasing so great 
a number, the slaves were so crowdecl, that they 
were even obliged to lie one upon a11other. This 
occasioned such a mortality among thern, that, with-
out meeting with unusual bad weather, or having a 
longer voyage tha11 common, nearly one-half of them 
died before the ship arrived in the \iV est lndies." 
He then describes the treatme11t of the sick as 
follows :-" The place allotted for the sick negroes 
is u11cler the half-deck, where they lie on the bare 
plank. By this rneans, those who are emaciated 
frequently have their skin, and even their flesh, en-
tirely rubbed off, by the motion of the ship, from the 
prominent parts of the shoulders, elbows, anel hips, 
so as to render the bones in those parts quite bare. 
The excruciating pain which the poor sufferers feel 
from being obliged to continue in so dreadful a situ-
ation, frequently for several weeks, in case they 
happe11 to live so long, is not to be co11ceived or 
described. Few indeed are ever able to withstand 
the fatal effects of it. The surgeo11, upon going 
between decks in the morning, frequently Jinds se-
vera! of the slaves dead1 anel, among the men, sorne-
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times a dead anel a living negro fastenecl by their 
irons together.'' 

He then states that surgeons are driven to engage 
in the " Guinea _Trade" by the confined state of their 
finances ; and that, at most, the only way in which a 
surgeon can render hiinself useful, is by seeing that 
the foocl is Jlroperly cookecl anel distributecl to the 
slaves : " When once the fever anel dysentery get to 
any height at sea, a cure is scarcely ever effectecl." 
" One-half, sometimes two-thirels, and even beyonel 
that, have been _lmown to perish. Before we left 
Bonny River no less than fifteen elieel of fevers, anel 
<lysenteries, occasioneel by their confinement.""' Fal-
conbridge also told the Committee of 1790, that, "in 
stowing the slaves, they wedge them in, so that they 
had not as much room as a mau in his coffin : that, 
when going from one side of their rooms to the other, 
he always took off his shoes, but coulel not avoicl pinch-
ing them ; anel that he hacl the marks on his feet 
where they bit anel scratched him . Their confinement 
in this situation was so injurious, that he has known 
them to go down apparently in good health at night, 
arid be found dead in the morning." 

Any comment on the statement of Falconbridge 
must be superfluous: he hael been a surge011 in 
slave-ships, he was a respectable witness before the 
Committee of Inquiry in 1790, anel gave the sub-
stance of this statement in evíclence. Anel it ought 
to be borne in mincl that he was an eye-witness of 
the scenes which he has describecl. His evidence 

* Falconbridge, p. 19, &e. 
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is the more valuable, when it is considered that we 
have 'Iong been debarred from testimony equally cre-
dible and direct: as, since 1807, Britain has taken 
no part in the slave-traffic ; aud it has Leen the 
policy of the foreign nations who have continuecl the 
trade to conceal, as far as they could, th e horrors aml 
rniseries which are its attendants . 

Mr. Granville Sharpe (the zealous aclvocate of 
the negro) brought forward a case which aroused 
public attention to the horrors of this passage . ln 
his lVfemoirs we have the following account taken 
from his private memoranda :-

" lVIarch 19, 1783. Gustavus Vasa callecl on 
me with an account of 132 negroes bein g thrown 
afore into the sea, from on board an English i:ilave-
ship. 

" rrhe circumstances of this case could not fail to 
excite a deep interest. The master of a slave-ship 
traüing from Africa to Jamaica, anel having 440 slaves 
011 board, hacl thought fit, on a pretext that he might 
Le distressed on his voyage for want of water, to 
lessen the consumption of it in the vessel, by throw-
ing overboard 132 of the most sickly among the 
slaves. On bis return to England, the owuers of the 
ship claimed from the insurers the full value of those 
clrowned slaves, 011 the grouncl that there was an 
absolute necessity for throwing them into the sea, in 
orcler to save the rernaining crew, anel the ship itself. 
The underwriters contestecl the existence of the al-
legecl necessity; or, if it hacl existed, attributed it to the 
ignorance anel improper conduct of the master of the 
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vessel. This contest of pecuni <Lry interest Lrought to 
light a scene of 110rrid brutality which h '..Ld been acteel 
duriug the execution of a detestab1e plot. From tlie 
trial it appeared that the hip Zong, Luke Colling-
wood rnaster, sailed from the islancl of St. 'rl1oma&, 
on the coast of A frica, September 6, 1781, .with 440 
slaves anel fomteen whites on board, for Jamaica, 
anel that in the Novernber following she fell in with 
that island; but, insteacl of proceeding to some port, 
the rnaster, mistaking, as he all cges, Jamaica for 
Hispaniola, ran her to leewarcl . Sickness anel mor-
tality had by this time taken place on boanl the 
crowclecl vessel : so that, between the time of leaving 
the coast of Africa anel the 29th of November, sixty 
slaves anel seven white people hacl elied; anel a great 
number of the smviving slaves were then sick anel 
not likely to live. On that day the master of the 
ship called together a few of the officers, anel stated 
to them that, if the sick slaves died a natural cleath, 
the loss woulà fall on the O"\lvners of the ship; but, if 
they were thrown alive into the sea, on any sufficient 
pretext of necessity for the safety of the ship, it 
would he the loss of the undrrwriters, allegiug, at 
the sarne time, that it would be less cruel to throw 
sick wretch es into the sea, than to suffer them to 
linger out a few clays uncler the disorder with which 
they were affiicted. 

"To this inhuman proposal the mate, J ames Kel-
sal, at first objected ; but Collingwood at lengt}l pre-
vailed on the crew to listen to it. I-Ie then chose out 
from the cargo 132 slaves, and brouglit them on deck, 
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all or most of whom were sickly, and not likely to 
recover, and he ordered the crew hy turns to throw 
them into the sea. 'A parcel' of them were accord-
ingly thrown overboard, and, 011 counting over the 
remainder the next morning, it appeared that the 
number so drownecl had been fifty-four. He then 
ordered another parcel to be thrown over, which, on a 
second counting on the succeeding day, was proved to 
have ~mounted to forty-two. 

" On the third day the remaining thirty-six were 
brought on deck, and, as these now resisted the cruel 
purpose of their masters, the arms of twenty-six were 
fettered with irons, and the savage crew proceeded 
with the diabolical work, casting them down to join 
their comracles of the former days. Outraged misery 
could endure no longer; the ten last victims sprang 
<lisdainfully from the grasp of their tyrants, defied 
their power, and, leaping into the sea, felt a moment-
ary triumph in the embrace of cleath." * 

The evjdence taken before the Parliamentary Com-
mittees of 1790 anel 1791 -abounds with similar cases 
of enormity. I should be entitlecl, if it were neces-
sary, to quote every one of thern, because the middle 
passage, at that time, when the traffic was legal, was 
less horrihle than now, when it is contraband. But 
I have limitecl myself to two extracts : the one, 
because it is the narrative of a surgeon,-j" a class of 

* " Memoirs of Granvil le Sharpe.," eclitecl . by Prince Hoare. 
London, 1820, pp. 236-238. 

t Captain Cook, from whose cornmunication to me I have alreacly 
given extracts, narrating some of the cruelties of the middle pas-



l\'IORTALITY INCIDENT TO IVIIDDLE PASSAGE. 133 

offi.cers now scarcely to be met with in a slave-ship, 
and because it gives, in a brief anel continuous narra-
tive, the chief features of the voyage across the 
Atlantic: the other, beca use every fact was proved 
in a court of justice. · 

Such were some of the cruelties of the miclclle pas-
sage towards the end of the last century; anel it might 
have been expected that, since that time, some im-
provement should have taken place; but it is not so : 
the ·treatment of slaves by the British, subseq uent to 
the S)ave Regulation Act, and down to 1808, was 
mildness itself, when compáred with the 1riiseries con-
sequent on the tracle, anel the system which has been 
pursuecl in the vain attempt to put it down, since that 
period to the present tirne. 

lYir. Wilberforce, in his letter to his constituents 
in 1807, observes, "Many of the sufferings of these 
wretched beings are of a sort for which no legislative 
regulations can provide a remedy. Several of them, 
indeed, arise necessarily out of their peculiar circum-
stances, as connecteel with their conelition on ship-
boarel. It is necessary to the safety of the vessel to 
secure the men by chains anel fetters. It is necessary 
to confine them below eluring the night, anel in very 
stormy weather during the elay also. Often it hap-
pens, that with the numbers still allowed to be taken, 
especially when some of those epidemie diseases pre-

sage, says, "With all this probability, or rather certainty, of dis-
ease, I never knew but one slaver that carried a surgeon." 
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vail , which, though less frequent tlrnn fo rmerly, will 
yet occasionally happen; anel when men of different 
countries and lang uages, or of opposite tempers, are 
linked too·ether, that uch scenes take place as are 

o ' 
too nau eous for description. S till in rough weather 
their limbs must be excoriated by lying on the 
board s ; still they will often be 'rouncled by the 
fetters ; still food anel exercise wiU be eleemed neces-
sary to present the animal in good condition at the 
place of sale ; still some of them will loathe their 
food, anel be averse to exercise, from the j oint effect 
perhaps of sea-sickness anel mental uneasiness ; anel 
sti11, while in this state, they. 1vi11 probably be charged 
with sulkiness ; anel eating anel dancing in their fetters 
will be enforcecl by stripes; still the high netting 
will be necessar3 , that standing precaution of an 
A frican ship against acts of sui cide ; lrnt more than 
a11, still must the diseases of the mincl remain entire, 
nay, they may perhaps increase in force, from the 
attention being less ca1led off by the urgency of 
bodily sufferin g ; the anguish of husbands torn from 
their wives,-wives from their husbands, anel pa.rents 
from their chilclren; the pangs arising from the con-
sideration that they are separated for ever from their 
country, their friends, their relations, anel connexions, 
remain the sarne."* · 

Such is the statement of Wilberforce as to the 
middle passage in its rnildest fonn. 'fhis truly great 

* Wilberforce's Letter, p . 99, &e. 
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man had the satisfaction shortly afterwards to witness 
the abolition of the traffic on the part of Britain,-a. 
triumph on the side of lrnmanity which his unceasing 
anel strenuous efforts ·were mainly instrnmental in 
obtaining. 

Since 1808 the English Government has, with 
various success, been indefrttigably engagecl in en-
cleavouring to procure the co-operation of foreign 
powers for the suppression of the Slave Tracle. ln 
virtue of the treaties which have been entered into, 
many vessels engagecl in the traffic have been cap-
tureel; anel much inforrnation has been obtained, 
which has been regularly laiel before Parliament. A 
few of the cases which have been detailed will now 
be noticed, for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
the miseries which have been narratecl have ceaseel to 
exist; or whether they elo not now exist in a more 
intense degree than at any former period. 

The first case I notice is that of the Spanish brig 
Carlos, capturecl in 1814. ln this vessel of 200 
tons, 512 negroes hacl been put on board (nearly 
180 rnore than the complement allowed on the pro-
portion of five slaves to three tons). The captor 
reporteel that "they were so rniserably fed, clothed, 
&c., that any ielea of the horrors of the Slave Trade 
woulcl fall short of what I saw. Eighty were thrown 
overboard before we capturecl her. ln many in-
stances I saw the bones coming through the skin 
from starvation.""' 

ln the sarne year (1814) the schooner Aglae, of 
* African Institution Report, 1815, p. 17. 
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40 tons, was capturecl with a cargo of 152 negroes 
(nearly four to each ton). "The only care seemed 
to have been to pack them as elo e as possible, and 
tarpaulin wa placed over tarpaulin, in order to give 
the ve sel tbe appearance of being laden with a well-
stowed cargo of cotton and rice. '* 

ln 1 15 a lieutenant of the navy thus describes 
the state of a Portuguese slaver, the St. Joaquim: he 
says, "That within twenty-two days after the vessel 
had left lVIozambique thirteen of the slaves had died: 
that between the capture and theii· arrival at Simon's 
Bay, the survivors of them were all sickly and weak, 
and ninety-two of them affiicted with the flux; that 
the slaves were ali stowed together, perfectly naked, 
and nothing but rough, unplaned planks to crouch 
down upon, in a hold situated over their water anel 
provisions, the place being little more than two feet 
in height, and the space allowed for each slave so 
small, that it was impossible for them to avoid touch-
ing anel pressing upon those immediately surround-
ing. The greater part of them were fastened, some 
three'together, by one leg, each in heavy iron shackles, 

. a very large proportion of them having the flux. 
Thus they were compelled," &e. (here a scene of 
disgusting wretchedness is described.) " The pilot 
being asked by Captain Baker how many he sup-
posed would have reached their destination, repliecl, 
'About half the number that were embarked.'" t 

V\T e have next the case of the Rodeur, as stated in 
* African lnst. Report, Appendix, p. 86. 

t Afr. Inst. Report, 1818, p. 27. 
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a periodical work, devoted to medical subjects, anel 
puhlishecl at Paris. This vessel, it appears, was of 
200 tons lmrclen. She took on board a cargo of 
160 negroes, anel alter having been . fifteen days on 
her voyage, it was remarked that the slaves had con-
tracted a consiclerable redness of the eyes, which 
spreacl with singular rapiclity. At this time they 
were limitecl to eight ounces of water a-day for each 
person, which quantity was af'terwards reducecl to 
the half of a wine-glass. By the aclvice of the sur-
geon, the slaves who were in the holcl were brought 
upon deck for the aclvantage of fresh air; but it 
became necessary to abandon this expeclient, as many 
of them who were affected with nostalgia threw them-
selves into the sea, lockecl in each other's arms. The 
ophthalmia, which hacl spread sô rapiclly anel fright-
fully among the Africans, soon began to infect all 
on board, anel to create alarm for the crew. The 
danger of infection, anel perhaps the cause which 
producecl the clisem•e, were increased by a violent 
dysentery, attributecl to the use of rain-water. The 
number of the blincl augmentecl every day. The 
vessel reache d Guadalou pe on J une 21, 1819, her 
crew · being in a most deplorable condition. · Three 
days after her arrival, the only man who during the 
voyage had withstood the influence of the contagion, 
anel whom Providence appeared to have preserved 
as a guicle to his unfortunate companions, was seized 
with the sarne malady. Of the negroes, thirty-nine 
hacl become perfectly blincl, twelve hacl lost one 
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eye, and fourteen were affected with blemishes more 
or less considerable. 

This case excited great intere t, and several adrli-
tional circu1rn;tances connected with it were gi ven 
to the public. It was stated that the captain caused 
seyeral of the negroes who were prevented in the 
attempt to thrm1 themselves overboard, to he sbot 
and hung, in the hope tlrnt the example might deter 
the rest from a similar conduct. It is further stated, 
that upwards of thirty of the slaves who became blintl 
·were thrown into the sea anel drowned; upon the 
principle that had they been landed at Guadaloupe, 
no one "\>Vould have bouglit them, while by throwing 
them overboard the expense of maintaining them 
was avoicled, and a ground was laid for a cfaim on 
the underwriters by whom the cargo had been in-
su red, who are said to have allowed the claim, and 
made good the Yalue of the slaves thus destroyed. 

vVhat more need be saicl in illustration of the ex-
tremity of suffering inclucecl by the midclle passage, 
as demonstrated by the case of the Rodeur? But 
the supplement rnust not be omitted. At the time 
when only one man could see to steer that vessel, 
a large ship approached, "1vhich appearecl to br, 
totally at the rnercy of the wincl anel the waves. 
The crew of this vessel, hearing the voices of the 
crew of the Rodem·, cried out rnost vehemently for 
he]p. They told the melancholy tale as they passecl 
along,-that their ship was a Spanish slave-ship, the 
St. Leon ; anel that a contagiou hacl seized the eyes 
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of a11 ou board, so that there was not one indi-
vidual sailor or slave who could see. But alas ! this 
pitiable narrative was in vain ; for no help could be 
given. ~rhe St. Leon passed on, and was never 
more heard of !"* 

ln the African Institution Report for 1820, I find 
the foliowing case stated. Oaptain Kelly, of H.M.S. 
Pheasant, capturecl on July 30, 1819, a Portu-
guese schooner, called tbe Nova Felicidade, belong-
ing to Prince's Island, having ou boarcl seventy-one 
slaves, anel a crew, consisting of one rnaster anel teu 
sailors. This vessel measured only eleven tons. She 
was carrieel by Captain Kelly to Sierra Leone for 
adjuclication, anel his judicial declaration contains the 
following statement :-

" I elo further declare, that the state in w hich 
these unfortunate creatures were founcl is shocking 
to every princip1e of hurnanity ;-seventeen men 
shacklecl together in pairs by the legs, and twenty 
boyt<, one on the other, in the rnain hold,-a space 
rneasuring eighteen feet in length, seven feet eight. 
inches main breaclth, anel one foot eight inches in 
height; and uneler them the yarns for their sup-
port." 

The appearance of the slaves, when released from 
their irons, was most distressing ; scarcely any 0f 
them could stand on their legs, · from cramp and 
evielent starvation. The space allowed for thé 
females, thirty-four in number, was even more con- , 

~' Afr. Inst. Report, 18201 p. 7. 
L 
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tracfed than that for the rnei1, rneasuring only nine 
feet four inches in ·length, four feet eight inches· 
rnain breadth, anel two feet seven inches in height, 
but not being confi.ned in irons, and perhaps al-
lowed d uring the day to come on deck, they did 
uot present so distressing an appearance as the 
n1en."* 

We have next another instance of the varied 
cruelties of this part of the subject-La Jeune 
Estelle, captured by Admira] Collier in 1820, after 
a chase of some hours, during which severa! casks 
were observed to be floating in ·the sea ; but no 
person could be spared at the time to examine them. 
On · boarding the Estelle, the captain denied that he 
had any slaves on board; but from the very sus-
picíous appearances around, the o.ffi.cer or<lered a 
strict search to be made. An English sailor, on 
striking a cask, heard a faint voice issue from it, as 
if of some creature expiring. The cask was imme-
diately opened, when two slave girls, ahout twelve 
or fourteen years of age, were found packed up in it ;t 

* Afr. Inst. Report, 1820, p. 11. 
t I have great satisfaction in being able to trace th:e sequel to 

this tale of horror. Mr. Kilham thus writes in 1824: " The 
wives of the missionaries find no insmmountable difficulty in 
teaching the African girls to be clever cooks, housernaids, and 
laundresses. I had the gratification last week to see one of the 
poor girls who was rescued from the irnn-hearted slave-dealer, 
who had confined his two remaining victims in a cask on board. 
One of the girls is ríow married: the other is chief monitor in the 
Church Missionary School at Leopold." 
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a priso11er 011 board the captor's ship recognized the 
girls as two out of fourteen, whom the slaver had 
carried off from a · village on the coast. Admiral 
Collier, 011 this, ordered another search to be rnade; 
in hopes of discovering the other twelve; but they 
were nowhere to be found. The painful suspicion 
then arose that the slaver had packed up the twelve 
girls in casks, and hacl thrown them overboard 
during the chase; but it was too late to ascertain the 
truth of this conjecture, as the chase had led the 
English frigate many leagues to leeward of the 
place where they had observed casks floating in th~ 
sea.* 

Some of the following extracts are also take11 from 
the Reports of the Africa11 Institution :-

A Spanish schooner, the Vicua, when taken pos-
session of, in 1822, had a lighted match hanging 
over the open magazine hatch. The match had been 
placed there by the crew before they escaped. Jt 
was seen by 011e of the British seamen, who boldJy 
put his hat under the burning wick, and removerl it. 
The rnagazine contained a large quantity of powder. 
One spark woul<l have blown up 325 unfortunate 
victims, lying in irons in the hold. These monsters 
in iniquity expressed their deep regret, after the 
action, that their diabolical plan had failed. Thumb..: 
screws were also found in this vessel. From con~ 

finement ahd suífering the slaves often injured 
themselves by beating, anel venting their grief upon 

* Afr. Inst. Report, 1821, p. 15. 
L2 
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such as were next them, by biting and tearing their 
flesh.* 

Les Deu.x Samrs was a vessel of forty-one tons ; 
the Eleanor of about sixty; the first had crammcd 
132 negroes, the last 135, into a space capable of con-
taining about thirty, at full length. t 

ln the Report of 1823, we have an account of a 
gallant feat achieved by the boats of a man-of-war, 
comrnanded by Lieutenant Mildmay, on the l 5th of 
April, 1822. The action took place 'in the river 
Bonny. On the one side were six sail of slavers, 
three of which opened a heavy fire upon "the English 
boats as they advanced. vVhen the latter were near 
enough for their shots to take effect, the firing was 
returned. They advanced, and in a short time took 
possession of all the vessels. 

'' Many of the slaves jumped overboard <luring the 
engagement, and were devoure<l by the sharks. On 
board the Yeanam the slaves sufferecl much ; four 
were killecl, anel ten woun<led. Of the wounded, 
three were females; one girl, of about ten years old, 
lost both her legs, another her right arm, anel a thircl 
was shot in the side. Even after the vessel hacl been 
surrenclered, a number of the Spanish sailors skulkecl 
below, and, arming the slaves with muskets, made 
them fire upwards on the British. On boarcl this 
ship Lieutenant Mildmay observed a slave girl, about 
twelv~ or thirteen years of age, in irons, to which 

" Afr. Inst. Report, 1823, }J. 29. 
·r Ib., 1826, p. 55. 
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·was fastened a thick iron chain, ten feet in length, 
that was dragged along as she moved."* 

Commodore Bullen writes, of date September 5, 
1825, that the Brazen, last October, overtook 
L'Eclair, " She belongs to Nantz. The master 
stated that he had lost a third of bis cargo in embark-
ing them. She measured three feet one inch between 
decks ; the men chained ; many of them unable to 
sit upright."t 

A resident at Freetown thus writes in the Sierra 
Leone Gazette of the ll th of December, 1823 :-
" Having gone off to the slave-vessels lately sent into 
this harbour, I was struck by the appearance of some 
very fierce dogs, of the bloodhound species, natives 
of Brazil; and, on inquiry, found that they had been 
taken on board for the purpose of assisting their in-
human masters in coercing the unfortunate victims 
of their lawless cupidity. They had been trained, it 
appears, to sit watch over the hatches during the 
night, or whenever the wretched beings were con-
fined below, anel thus effectually precluded them from 
coming up. This abominable system is, I under-
stand, pretty generally practised on board the slavers 
from Bahia anel Cuba." 

ln the Si erra Leone Advertiser of November 20, 
1824, we have some striking instances of the frauds 
practised by the Portuguese slavers in carrying on 
their trade. Of three vessels captured, it appeared 
that the Diana had a royal licence to carry 300 

* Afr. Inst. Report, 1823, p. 28, t Jb., 1826, p. 60, 
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~laves, . ª!' . .being a vessel of 120 tons ; anel this in 
accordance with the law allowing five slaves to every 
twQ tons ( eq u~l to three tons British) ; but in fact 
.!lhe adme~sured only sixty-six tons, which would give 
!1 rate of five slaves to one ton. She had shipped at 
Badagry, for Bra.zil, 156 s1aves, besides her crew, 
!'lightee_n in number. 

The Two Braúlia_n Friends, licensed to carry 365 
slaves, as being of 146 tons, proved to he of only 95 
_tol,_ls ; and .the platform fo1· the men only two feet six 
inches in height : y~t she had on board 260 slaves, 
besides çi, crew of eighteen person13. 

The A viso, asserte d to be 231, found to be onl y 
165 tons : 465 slaves were st9wed in this vessel, 
.~ith a crew thirty-three in number. 

A great many deaths had occurred in these vessels, 
and the survivors were in a very emaciated state.* 

* "' Of all the vessels I was on board of,' says Captain W ool-
combe, ' this- (the Diana) was -in the most deplorable condition; 
1he steT)ch from the accumulation of dirt, joined to that of so many 
;h.uman beings packed together in a small space (the meu all ironed 
1n pairs) was intolerable. To add to the scene of misery, the 
'Sinall-pox had broken out among them.' 

" Commodore Bullen; who visited the Two Brazilian Friends, 
says, ' Its filthy and horrid state beggars all description. Many 
_females were far advanced in pregnancy, and several bad infants 
from four to twelve ,months of age; all were crowded together in 
one mass of living corruption; and yet this vessel had not her 
prescribed complement by near 100.' 

" Commodore Bullen found the A viso in a· most crowded and 
wretched condition, although she had on board 120 less than 
dir_ected in her pas~port. Suc,h were the filth and crowd, that not 
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'fhe Paris petition of - F ebruary, 1825, states, 
"That it i_s established, by authentic documents, that 
the slave captains throw into the sea, every year, 
about 3000 negroes, men, women, anel children ; of 
whom more than half are thus sacrificecl, whilst yet 
alive, either to escape from the visits of cruisers, or 
because, worn down by their sufferings, they coulcl 
not be sold to aclvantage."* 
r- ln the Appendix (G.) to the Report of the Afric~m 
Institution for 1827, we have the case of the schooner 
L'Espoir, as narrated by General Milius, governor of 
Bourbon. "ln the month of September, 1826, the 
schooner left the Mauritius under English colours, 
shaping its course towards the coasts of Madagascar. 
The Sieur Lemoine was the master ; he fell in with 
a P~rtuguese vessel· laden with negroes anel gold-
dust. An eagerness anel thirst of gain seized upon 
his soül ; he ran alongsiele, of the Portuguese vessel, 
anel immediately killed the mate by a musket-shot ; 
havin_g board~d her, he soon obtained possession of 
the vessel attacked, aiiel his first questions were ael~ 

.dressed to a Portuguese colonel, aged fifty, of whom 
he inquired where the money anel golel-dust were 

one-half could have reached the Brazils alive. At the date of her 
capture she had scarcely 20 days' provisions for the slaves, and less 
water. ' How they intended to subsist them till their arrival at 
Bahia,' says the Captain, ' is to me a problem, unless they could 
have calculated on a great decrease from death.' "-Afr. Inst. 
Report for 1825, pp. 27, 28. 

'* Afr. lnst. Report for 1826, pp. 62, 63. 
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deposited. After this short interrogatory, Lemoine 
purposely stepped aside, anel a rnan named Reinem·, 
who was behind him, with a pistol blew out the un-
fortunate colonel's brains. The rnaster of the cap-
tured vessel, alarmed by the rapid succession of these 
massacres, threw himself overboard, in order to escape 
a more imrnediate death. Vain hope ! the fury of 
Lemoine and his accomplices ""ªs not yet allayed. 
They pursued him in a boat, anel having soon over-
taken him, they cut him on the heacl with a sabre. 
The unfortunate man, feeling him"3elf wounded, 
caught holcl, in order to support himself, of the boat 
in which his murderers were, who, profiting by this 
last effort of clespair, had the dastard cruelty to run a 
sworcl into his throat, the point of which carne out at 
his side: the body disappeared, anel they returned on 
board, fatigued but not satiated with rnurcler. . They . 
shut up in the hold the remaining Portuguese sailors, 
anel, after taking off the rich cargo, they scuttled 
the ship, anel sunk her with the crew they had thus 
shut up. 

"This is one of rnany proofs of the piratical habits 
and cruelty producecl by the Slave Trade."* 

ln the evidence before . the committee on Sierra 
Leone, &c., in 1880, we find it stated by Lieutenant 
Tringharn, that, about 1825, the vessel in which he 
sailed captured a slave-schooner of seventy or eighty 
tons, bound for Brazil, with 280 slaves on board. 
There were about 100 on deck anel 180 below. They 

* Afr. Inst. Report, 1827. App. G., p. 144. 
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were so crowcled on deck, that (as the witness says) 
""Te were not able to work the vessel without treael-
ing on them." As to their provisions, he rernarked 
that the e( jerked beef" was very salt, anel that there 
was al ways a scarcity of water ; " the allowance was 
about a pint a-day ; they had two meals in the day, 
anel about half a pint at each meal was their full 
allowance.""' 

ln the despatches of Sir Charles l\1'Carthy, clatecl 
the 3rd of August, 182:?, 1 find the case of the San 
José Hallaxa, a schooner uncler seven toi1s burden, 
which was captured by H.M.B. Thistle, in the river 
Calabar; anel it appears, by the aclrnowledgment of 
the n{aster, that he shipped at Duke Ephraim's Town, 
on that river, thirty slaves; that he had gone to sea 
with that number on board, intending to proceed to 
Princes Island, but, not having been able to rnake 
that port, he had returnecl to Calabar, having his 
provisions anel water nearly expeneled, after having 
been at sea five or six weeks. 

· During this voyage, ten unfortunate objects of his 
avarice, not being able to procure sufficient nourish-
ment to satisfy the cravings of nature, had been re-
leased from forther sufferings by starvation ! One 
poor female, in the absence of food, hael existed on 
salt water until her faculties were destroyed, and she 
be?ame raving rnad ; but even . the ~leploral.Jle and 
affecting state of insanity elicl not shielel her from tbe 

* Parl. Report~ Sierra Leone, &e., 1830, p. 33. 
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brutal outrage of her oppressors, who, with a view 
.of stifling her cries by frequent repetitions of the lash, 
literally flogged her to death. The owner of this 
vessel, and the pu!·chaser of these human beings, is 
.a woman !-Dona Maria de Cruz, daughter of the 
,notorious Gomez, formerly governor of Princes lsland, 
and now holding the appointment of fiscal, and. mem-
ber of council. This woman is known to the Mixed 
Commission Court, havin-g been under their cogni-
zance some time since as proprietor of the ' Concei-
çao,' condemned by the British anel Portuguese 
judges.* 

Sir John Barrow, in his able observations on the 
.Slave Tracle in 1826, says :-" W e have also dis-
covered among ' the papers before us (.those laid be-
fore Parliament), that the amiable Donna Maria de 
Cruz, daughter of the governor of Princes lsland, of 
whom we had occasion once before to make honour-
able mention, is still engaged in carrying on the 
tra:ffic, though in a small way. The Victor sloop-
of-war fell in with anel captured a schooner-boat be-
longing to this paragon of her sex, called the Maria 
Pequena. ~Her burclen was five tons. She had taken 
on board in the river Gaboon, besides her crew, water, 
and provisions, twenty-three slaves, six of whom had 
already diecl : they were stowed in a space between 
the water-casks anel the deck, of eighteen inches in 
height; and Lieutenant Sco.tt reports that, when he 

* Parl. Paper, llth J uly, 1823, p. 9. 
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seized her, the remaining negroes were in a state of 
actual starvation.": 

Commodore Bullen, in his despatch of 26th No".' 
vember, 1826, describing the capture of Le Daniel, 
says, " jn consequence of the heavy rain which com-
menced shortly after 1 brought him to, the slaves 
quarrelled among themselves regarding the right of 
precedence of those below to get on deck for fresh 
;:i,ir, and those who hael alreaely the possession of it, 
when, shocking to relate, 19 fell victims."t The Com-
missi_oners at Havana, in their despatch of the 28th 
A.ugust, 1828, mention the case of the " Intrepido," 
which, out of a cargo of 343, lost 190 in her passage, 
11nel 18 after capture, making a total of 208. They 
attribute a certain portion of this mortality to two in-
surrections of th~ negroes on board, but principally 
to the horrible confinement of so great a number on 
boarel so small a vessel.t 

" The Invincible had on boarcl a cargo of 440 ne-
groes, a number, it seems, sixty-three short of her full 
complement ; but these so crowcleel together, that it 
becãme absolutely impossible to separate the sick from 
the healthy; anel dysentery, ophthalmia, and scur~y 
breaking out among them, the provisions anel water 
being of the wórst kind, anel the filth anel stench be-
yonel all elescription, 186 of the number hael perished 
in less than sixty days."§ 

* Edinburgh Review, No. 44, 1826. 
·t Class A. 1829, p. 138. t Class A. 1829, p. 153. 

§ Afr. Inst. Report, 1827, pp. 4, 5. 
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rrhe Maria, 133 Spanish tons burden, captured by 
H.M.B. Plumper, 26th December, 1830, was found 
to contain 545 persons, including the crew,-thus 
allowing only the unprecedented small space of one 
ton for the accommoclation of four persons ; the con-
sequence was, that though she was out only eleven 
days, the small-pox, dyse11tery, and ot.her diseases had 
broke11 out with great virulence. * 

Captain ''' auchope, R.N., late of H.M.S. Thalia, 
has stated to me, that Commander Castle, R.N., 
while 011 service with the preventive squadro11in1828, 
in commandofH.M.S. Medina, captured the Spanish 
brig El Juan, with 407 slaves 011 board. It appeared 
that, owing to a press of sail during the chase, the El 
Juan had heeled so much, as to alarm the negroe~, 
who made a rush to the grating. The crew thought 
they were attempting to rise, anel getting out their 
arms, they fired upon the wretched slaves through . 
the grating, till ali was quiet in the hold. " ' hen 
Captain Castle we11t on board, the negroes were 
brought up, one living and one dead shackled to-
gether; " it wa an awful scene of carnage anel blood ; 
one mass of human gore: Captai11 Castle said he never 
saw anything so horrible in his life." 

Dr. "' alsh, in his "Notices of Brazil," gives a 
most animated picture of the state of a Spanish slaver, 
detained by the vessel of war in which he returned 
from Brazil, in May, 1829. He says, " 'Vhen we 
mounted her decks we found her full of slaves : she 

* Class A. 1832, p. 13. 
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had taken on board 562, anel had been out seventeen 
days, during which she lost fifty-five. The slaves 
were all enclosecl uncler grnted hatchways between 
decks. The space was so low that they sat between 
each other's legs, anel stowecl so dose together that 
there was no possíbility of their lying down, or at all 
changing their position by night or day. As they 
belonged to, and were shipped on account of cli:fferent 
individuals, they were all branded like sheep, with 
the owners' marks of cli:fferent forms. These were 
impressed under their breasts, or on their arms ; and, 
as the mate informed me with perfect incli:fference, 
'burnecl with the red-hot iron.'" 

After many other particulars, the detail of which 
my limits will not admit, Dr. Walsh continues : 
-" The poor beings were all turned up together. 
They came swarming up like bees from tbe aper-
ture of a hive, till the whole deck was crowdeel 
to su:ffocation from stem to stern. On looking into 
the places where they hael been cramrned, there were 
found some children next the sides of the ship. The 

. little creatures seemecl indifferent as to life or death, 
anel when they were carried on eleck many of them 
coulel not stand. Some water was brought : it was 
then that the extent of their su:fferings was exposed 
in a fearful manner. They all rushed like maniacs 
towards it. No entreaties, or threats, or blows coulel 
restrain them; they shrieked, anel struggled, a11d 
fought with one another for a drop of the precious 
liqu~d, as if they grew rabid at the sight of it. There 
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i nothing which slave , durino· the middl pn n · , 
uffer from so mu h as want of water. It is som -

times usual to ta k out ca ks filled with sea-TI ater, n 
ballast · and wh n the slaves are receivecl on hoard, 
to tart th ca~ks, and refill them with fresh. On 
one o ca ion a hip from Balüa neg1ectecl to clrnn ·e 
the contents of the ca k , and, on the mid-passage, 
found to their horror that they were filled with 
notbing but salt water. Ali the slaves on board 
perished ! "\Ve could judge of the extent of their 
sufferings from the sight we now aw. "\Vhen the 
poor creatures were ordered down again, se' eral of 
them carne and pre sed their heads against our lrnees, 
with look of the greatest anguish at the pro pect of 
retw·ning to the horrid place of suffering below. I t 
was not sUl'prising that they had lost fifty-five in the 
space of eventeen day . Indeed, many of the sur-
vivors were seen lying about the decks, in the last 
stage of emaciation, and in a state of filth and misery 
not to be looked at. 

" While expressing my hoITor at what I saw, anel 
exclaiming against the state of this vessel, I was in-
forrned by my friends, who had passed so longa time 
on the coast of Africa, and visited so many ships, that 
this was one of the best they had seen. The height 
sometimes, between decks, was only eighteen inches; 
so that the unfortunate beings could not turn round, 
or even on theiJ: sides, the elevation being 1ess than 
the brea<lth of their sboulders ; anel here they are 
usually chained . to the decks by the neck and legs. 
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Aft r rnuch tl lih ration, tlii wrctch 'ª v vns 
alJo, cd to pr d on h r voyao-e. 

" It wa dn.rl wlt n we epttrat d ; anel the Jast 
parting ounds we licard from the unhallowed Rl1ip 
wer the cri anel shriek r the lnv ' uffi dn f 

under ome bodily infliction.* 
ln the same year (1829), the c mmi sioncrs at 

Havana reported that " The Fama_ de Cadiz ame 
into port, having previously landecl 300 ·la.vcs at 
Santa Cruz. It is aid that this notorious slav -
trader anel pirate had plunder d other slave-vcsscls 
on the coast of Africa of about 980 slaves, and had 
scarcely sailed for Cuba, when the small-pox anel 
other contagious diseases broke out, which reduced 
the crew of 157 to 66, anel hcr slaves to about 300; 
of whom the greatest part are in so wretched a state 
that her owners have been selling them as low as 
100 dollars." 

They also report the anival of the schooner Con-
stantia, in ballast, after having landecl 70 slaves 
on the coast. She is saicl to have left Africa with 
438 negroes, who have been reduced, by the small-
pox, to the above small number. Anel they add,-
" The mortality on board the slave-vessels, thi year, 
has been truly shocking."t 

ln 1829 we have the case of tbe .Midas. This 
vessel left the Bonny with a cargo of 560 lave.::, 

* Walsh's Notices ofBrazil. Loudon,)830. Vol. ü. p. 475, 
&e. 

t Class A. 1829, p. 156. 
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and hael only 400 on boarel at the time of eletention. 
Of these, after the surreneler, about thirty threw 
themselves into the sea. Before she arrived at Ha-
vana, nine other negroes hael thrown themsel ves 
overboar<l: sixty-nine had die<l of the small-pox anel 
other diseases. After their arrival, teu more died. 
The remaineler (282) were then in a most dreadful 
state ; so ili anel so emaciateel, that "it has hitherto 
been impossible," says the medical officel', "to make 
out the descriptions of their persons anel marks that 
are inserted in their certificates of emancipation."* 

ln 1831, Captain Hamilton thus writes to the 
Commissioners :-" On our getting into Bahia, in 
the afternoon of the sarne day, I sent two officers on 
board the Destimida, to search. They, a~ter some 
time, anel with much difficulty, discovered fifty male 
negro slaves concealed in the bottom of the vessel."·j-
" Five young meu were extricatecl from one water-
butt ; but the greater part had been stowed or 
forced into the small or close spaces between the 
water-casks under the false decks."t 

Captain Hayes, R.N., mentions the case of a 
slaver having a large cargo of human beings chained 
together. " The master of the vessel, with more 
humanity than his fellows, permitted some of them 
to come on deck (but still chained together) for the 
benefit of the air, when they immediately com-
menced jumping overboard, hand in hand, anel 

* Class A. 1829, p. 148. t Class A. 1831, p. 127. 
t Class B. 1831, p. 117. 
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drowniug in couples." He explains the cause of 
tliis circumstance by saying, "they were just 
brought from a situation between decks, and to 
which they knew they must return, where the 
scalding perspiration was running from one to the 
other, covered also with their own filth, and where 
it is no uncommon occurrence for women to be 
bringing forth children, and men dying -by their 
side, with, full in their view, living anel dead bodies 
chained together; and the living, in acldition to ali 
their other · torments, labouring uncler the most 
famishing thirst, being in very few instances allowed 
more than a pint of water a-day. He goes on to 
say :-" I have now an offi.cer on board the Dryacl, 
who, on examiniug one of these slave-vessels, found, 
not only living men chained to dead bodies, but the 
latter in a putrid state; anel we have now a case 
w hich, if true, is too horrible anel disgusting to be 
describecl. " ~< 

ln the sarne year ( 1831), the Black J oke and 
Fair Rosamond fell in with the Rapiclo and Regulo, 
two slave-vessels, off the Bonny river. On per-
ceiving the crnisers, they attempted to make their 
escape up tbe ri ver; but, finding it impracticable, 
they ran into a creek, anel commenced pitching the 
negroes overboarel. The Fair Rosamond carne up 
intime to save 212 slaves out •of the Regulo; but, 
before she could secure the other, she had discharged 
lter whole human cargo into the sea. Captain 

"' Class B. p. 70._ 
i\1 
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Huntley, who was then in _comrnand of the Rosa-
mond, in a letter to me, remarks,-" The scene 
occasioned by the· horrid conduct of the Rapido 
I am unable to describe ; but the dreadful extent to 
vvhich the human 'mind is capable of falling was 
never shown in a more painfully humiliating manner 
than on this occasion, when, for the mere chance of 
averting condemnation of property amounting to 
perhaps .;f3,000, not less than 250 human beings 
were lmrled into eternity with utter remorselessness." 

The master of an English merchant-vessel, who 
happened to be in the Bonny at the time, witnessed 
the whole a:ffair. He lately told me that "the chase 
was so vigorous, and the slavers so anxious to escape, 
that they carne flying into the creek, anel ran aground 
in the mud. They then threw overboard what re-
rnained of the negroes; but very few, from their 
being shackled together, reached the shore; and that 
he anel his crew helped to get the vessels again afloat, 
which was accomplished with much difficulty. He 
afterwards met the captain of one of the slavers, who 
justified what he had clone· as an act which necessity 
compelled him to adopt for the preservation of his 

t " proper y. 
Captain Ramsay, who at the time commancled the 

Black Joke, has stated to i~e that, during the chase, 
he anel his men distinctl y saw the sharks _tearing the 
bodies of the negroes who were thrown overboard 
by the slavers ; and that, had it not been for the for-
tunate rescue of two of the slaves of the Rapido, who 
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had been flung into the sea, shackled together, and 
who were brought up from under water by a boat-
hook, that vessel would have escaped condemnation, 
as all her slaves had been thrown overboard, or 
landed in canoes before they carne u p with her. * 

ln a letter which I receivecl from Captain Wau-
chope, of date 13th August, 1838, he says,-" ln 
February, 1836, I was informecl by Commancler 
Puget, that the Spanish slaver, Argus, three months 
before this date, was chasecl by the Charybdis, Lieu-
tenant Mercer; that, during the chase, ninety-seven 
slaves had been thrown overboard, and that a Spanish 
captain he had captured declared he would never 
hesitate to throw the slaves overboard to prevent 
being taken." · 

'i\T ere it not that the evidence on these cases is 
unexceptionable, we could not believe that there did 
exist human beings capable of uttering such senti-
ments, or of performing such infamous deeds. 

Captain Wauchope, in the sarne letter, informs 
me, that on the 18th September, 1836, the Thalia 
captured the Portuguese brig Felix, 590 slaves on 
board. "After capture," he says, "I went on board, 
anel such a scene of horror it is not easy to describe : 
the long-boat on the booms, and the deck aft, were 
crowded with little children, sickly, poor little un-
happy things, some of them rather pretty, and some 
much marked and tattooed: much pains must have 

* See an account of this case in the United Service Journal for 
1833, part i., p. 505, &c. 

l\12 



158 THE SLAVE TRADE. 

been taken by their miserable parents to ornament 
anel beautify them. 

"The women lay between decks aft, much 
crowcled, anel perfectly naked : they were not bal'l'ecl 
down, the hatchway, a small one, being off; but 
the place for the men was too horrible: the wretches, 
chained two anel two, gasping aml striving to get at 
the bars of the hatchways, anel such a steam anel 
stench as to rnake it intolerable even to look do"vn. 
It requires much caution at first, in allowing them 
to go on deck, as it is a common practice for them to 
jump overboard to get quit of their misery. 

" The slave-deck was not more than three feet six 
in height, anel the human beings stowed, or rather 
crushed as close as possible ; many appeared very 
sickly. There was no way of getting into the slave-
room but by the hatchway. 1 was tolcl, when they 
"''.ere all on deck to be counted, that it was impossible 
for any of our people to go into the slave-room for a 
single minute, so intolerable was the stench. . The 
colour of these poor creatures was of _a dark squalid 
yellow, so different from the fine glossy black of our 
liberated Africans anel Kroomen. 1 was shown a 
rnan much bit and bruised : it was clone in a struggle 
at the gratings of their hatchways for a rnouthful of 
fresh air." 

It is fearful to contemplate the increase of late 
years, in the mortality during the middle passage. 
The cbief reason, as it appears, is well given by 
Laird in his journal of the recent expedition to the 
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Nige.r. · He says :-'' Instead of the large anel com-
modious vessels which it would be to the interest of 
the slave-trader to employ, we have, by our inter-
ference, forcecl him to use a class of vessels, ( well 
known to naval men as American clippm·s,) of the 
very worst description that coulcl have been imaginecl 
for the purpose, every quality . being sacrificed for 
speecl. ln the holds 9f these yessels the unhappy 
victims of European cupidity are stowecl literally 
in bulk."* 

lt ought also to be kept in view, that there is this 
material clifference betwixt these " clippers " anel 
other merchant-vessels : that while the latter usually 
carry far more than their registered tonnage woulcl 
seem to permit, the former invariably exhibit a 
capacity for a cargo greatly below the tonnage by 
registration. 

As a proof of the increase in the mortality on the 
midclle passage, l may aclcluce the evidence of Mr. 
Jackson (who hacl been a judge in the Mixed Com-
mission Court at Sierra Leone) before the Committee 
on Sierra Leone, &e., in 1830. ln answer to a 
questión, he said, "l think the sufferings of those 
poor slaves are greatly aggravated by the course now 
adopted ; for the trade is now illegal, anel therefore 
whatever is clone, is clone clanclestinely : they are 
packed more like bal_es of goods on board than 
human beings, anel the general calculation is, that if. 

* Laird, vol. ii. p. 369. 
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in three acf ventures one succeecls, the · owners are 
well paicl."* 

vVere it not that I feel bound to substantiate my 
case up to the present time, I would gladly pass over 
the numberless instances of cruelty anel mortality 
connected with this branch of the subject, which are 
made known to us by the papers ]aiel before Parlia-
ment within the last few years. But I shall notic·e 
some of these instances, as briefly as can be clone, 
without suppressing the main facts which are esta-
blished by them. 

The Carolina, captured in 1834, off vVydah. i-
" This vessel was only seventy-five tons burden, yet 
she had 350 negroes crammed on board of her, 180 
of whom were literally so stovved as to have barely 
suffi.cient hêight to hold themselves up, when in a 
sitting posture. The poor creatures crowdeel round 
their deliverers, with their 1i1ouths open anel their 
tongues parched for want of water, presenting a 
perfect spectacle of human misery." 

The Patacho; reported by the Commissioners at 
Rio de· Janeiro in 1835 :-This "vessel was in the 
first instance detained only on suspicion, anel the 
capturing party had had possession forty-eight hours, 
anel had made every possible search, as they supposed, 
before it was discoverecl that thei-e were any slaves 
concealed on board. 'V-hat the state of-these wretched 
beings, to the nurriher õf forty-seven, must have been, 

* Sierra Leone Report, 1830, pp. 55 . 
t Class A. 1834,p. 17. 
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deprived for so long a time of air and food, and 
packed in the smallest possible compass, like so 
many bales of goods, we need not pain your Lord~ 
ship by describing."* 

ln a letter from the Cape: of Good Hope, of date 
20th January, 1837, we finel it stated that Her 
Majesty's brig Dolphin hael lately captured the cor-
vette Incornprehensible; anel _that, on taking posses,.. 
sion of her, "the scene presented on board was 
harrowing in the extreme. One hundreel hael diecl 
frorn sickness, out of the 800 embarked; another 100 
were lying nearly lifeless on her declrn, in wretch-
edness anel rnisery, anel all the agony of despail'; 
the rernaining 600 were so crarnpeel frorn the close 
rnanner in which they were packed (like herrings 
in a harrel), anel the length of time they had been 
on their voyage, anel the cold they had endured in 
rounding the Cape, in a state of nudity, that it took 
the utrnost exertions of the English sailors, favoured 
by a hot sun, to straighten thern."t 

·ln the Shipping anel Mercantile Gazette of 2d 
J une, 1838, is the following paragraph :- "A letter 
from the ' Snake' sloop of war, dated 3lst March, 
1838, says, ''V' e have captured a very fine schooner, 
called the Arogan, off Oape. Antonio, having 350 
slaves of both sexes, un<ler the age of 20, and have 
sent her into the Havana for adjudication. She 
cleared out from Gallinas, anel lost 50 on her pas-

* Class A. 1835, p. 286. 
t From a correspondent of the 'Times ' newspape:r, 
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sage by cleath, owing to the crowclecl manner m 
which they were packecl, resernbling goods in a dra-
per's shop.'" . 

I know of no more striking case of excessive 
crowding than that of the Spanisli Felucca Si, of 
only 71 British tons, ·which was captured in l\lay, 
1839, by Her Majesty's brig Waterwitch, with 360 
s1aves on board, making an average .of more· than fi:ue 

· to one ton, with which she was about to proceed 
across the' Atlantic. 
. ln the parliamentary papers printecl in 1838 by 

.1 the House of Commons, I observe the following 
cases .reported :-" The brig Don Manuel de Portugal, 
from Angola, embarked 600 slaves; of these 73 died 
on the voyage." 

"Brig Adamastor, from Quilimane, embarked 800 
slaves; of these 304 died on the voyage !" 

"Brig Leão, from Quilimane, ernbarked 855 
s1aves; of these 283 died, or were thrown over-
board afore, cluring the voyage. tThe small-pox 
having appearecl among the slaves, 30 of them were 
immediately thrown overboard . alive; afterwards the 
rneasles made its appearance, of which 253 died. 
The remaining slaves, 572 in number, 1vere lancled 
on the coast of Brazil at lVIozam bayo, near to Ilha 
Grande, but in ~ so miserable a state that, the greater 
part could not walk, but were carried on shore."* 

" Thc brig Flor de Quilimane, from Quilimane, 
embarked 850 slaves; of these 163 died on the pas- . 

* Class B. 1837, p. 58. 
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sage, and 697 were lancled at Campos in a :very 
sickly state."* 

ln a letter from a member of the Society of 
Friends, dated Havana, July 14tb, 1836, anel pub-
lished . in the Colonization Herald, Philaclel phia, 
Aug. 15tb, 1838, I fincl the following passage :-"ln 
company v1rith an English naval oflicer, I macle a 
visit across the bay to several of these slave-vessels. 
~Te were permitted to wa]k over thern, but no 
particular attention was paid to us ; on the con-
trary, we were lookecl upon with suspicion, and 
received short anel unsatisfactory answers to our 
questions in general ; all attempts to enter into 
conversation with those on boarcl appearecl useless. 
With one, ~however, we were more successful : an 
old weather-beaten Spaniarcl was walking the deck; 

* Class B. 1837, p. 60. 
ln the Commissioners' Report for 1838-9, I fiml the loss 011 

tlle passage thus stated :-
Shippe<l. Die<l on Voyage. 

Cintra 970 214 
Brillante 621 214 
Com1nl!ldore 685 300 
Es1J loratlor . 560 360 

2,836 1,088 
These vessels had sailed from the eastern coast of Africa, anel 

arrived at Rio; excepting the Esplorador, which arrivecl at 
Havana. The repo1t contains the names of many other vessels, 
but of these fonr only the numbers are statecl. It is impossible 
11ot to believe that the deaths in the remainder have been at least 
equal in proportion. Class A. 1838-9, passim. 
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although an olcl pirate, bis expression of countenance 
was fine : taking a seat under the awning ou the 
quarter-deck, offering him a bnndle of cigaritas, anel 
lighting one ourselves, by degrees induced him to 
enter into conversation, and, in the course of one 
hour or more, I learned from him some horrid truths. 
He told us that, in four voyages, he had brought in 
the vessel in 'vhich we were l,600 human beings ; 
his was a fortunate vessel, and seldom lost more than 
half a clozen a voyage: once, however, he told us, he 
was not so lucky; a malignant disease broke out on 
boarcl soon after leaving the coast, and, of 300 taken 
in in Africa, but ninety-five were landed, more deacl 
than alive, on the island. 

"The materiel, such as handcuffs, chains, anel even 
he lower-decks, are ta.ken out anel are fittecl up on 

the coast of Africa. ~Te saw the apertures in the 
decks to admit the air, anel, as we were leaving the 
brig in our boat alongside, the captain exultingly told 
us that he knew we were offi.cers of the British sloop-
of-war, pointing to the Charnpion, which was riding 
at anchor at a little distance from us; 'but,' addecl he, 
' you are welcome. I yesterclay showed your captain 
(meaning of the Champion) all over my trim vessel. 
I have nothing to conceal-you elare not touch me 
here; anel, once outside ( with an expressive shrug of 
the shoulders), you may catch me if you can.'" 

W e have little authentic information as to the 
transport of the slaves from one part of the coast to 
another in south-east Africa, or from that coast to 
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Arabia, and the other countries northwards, to which 
they are conveyed. But Captain lVIoresby, to whom 
I have alreacl alludecl, clescribed to me the passage 
coastways, in the following terms :-" The Arab 
dows, or vesse1s, are large, unwieldy, open boats, 
without a deck. ln these vessels temporary plat-
forms of bamboos are erectecl, leaving a narrow pas-
sage in the centre. The negroes are then stowed, in 
the literal sense of the word, in bulk ; the first along 
the floor of the vessel, two adults, side by side, with 
a boy or girl resting between or on them, until the 
tier is complete. Over them the first platform is 
Jaid, supportecl an inch or two clear of their bodies, 
when a second tier is stowed, and so on until they 
reach the gunwale of ~he vessel. 

" The voyage, they expect, will not exceed twenty-
four or forty-eight hours : it often happens that a 
calm, or unexpected land-breeze, delays their pro-
gress : in this case a few hours are sufficient to decide 
the fate of the cargo ; those of the lower portion of 
the cargo, that die, cannot be removecl. They remain 
until the upper part are dead, and thrown over, anel, 
from a cargo of from 200 to 400 stowed in this way, 
it has been known -that not a dozen, at the expira-
tion of ten days, have reached Zanzebar. On the 
arrival of the vessels at Zanzebar the cargo are 
1andecl; those that can walk up the beach are ar-
rangecl for the inspection of the Imaum's o.fficer, 
anel the payment of cluties-those that are weak or 
maimecl by the voyage are left for the coming tide to 
relieve their miseries. An examination then takes 
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p1ace, which for brutality has never been exceecled in 
Smithfield." 

ln immediate connexion with the mortality in-
cident to the rnidclle passage, I come now to the 
subject of 

vVR1~CKS, ETC. 

ln A ppenclix D, of the African Institu tion Report 
for 1820, we are told that a " Spanish brig, on arriv-
ing~ at Point à Petre, experienced a s~vere squall, 
and, on the captain opening the hatches (which were 
let down elurin_g the squall), he found fifty of the 
poor Africans eleacl." 

ln Appendix B. of the sarne report, we fincl, in a 
statement of Sir G. Collier, Dec. 27, 1821, that the 
schooner Carlotta embarked, off Cape Palmas, " 269 
slaves; and the very next day, in a tornado off St. 
Ann's, for want of . timely precaution, upset, and, 
dreadful to relate, the whole of these wretched people, 
confinecl in irons, sank with her." 

ln the parliamentary papers for 1822 we find, 
"The schooner Y eanam was separatecl from the other 
vessels in a elreaelful storm, as they were proceeeling 
to Havana, anel sank, with 380 slaves on boarel."''' 

~rhe Accession, an English brig, brought into 
Bahia thirty-nine negroes, whom she rescued from a 
wreck abanelonecl by its crew. Thirty-one were 
found holding by the top of a mast. On cutting the 
siele of the vessel open, they took out ten more :from 
an almost pestilential atmosphere, anel saw a number 

* Parl. Papers, llth July, 1823, p. 7. 
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lying <lead. The crew, anel 138 of the slaves, had 
been previously taken out by the Viajante ; but, as 
that vessel was herself carrying 622 negroes, she hacl 
left these others to perish in the waves.*' 

I find, by an extract from the Si erra Leone Gazette 
of the 12th J une, 1824, tbat, .!' on the appearance of 
H.M.S. Victor, a boat full of men was seen to leave 
the lugger (l'Henriette Aimée), after which she got 
uncler weig11, but, insteacl of attempting to escape, run 
on shore in a heavy surf, where she immecliately went 
to pieces ; anel, from the number of blacks observed 
on her decks, there can be no doubt she had her 
cargo of s1aves on boar<l, all of whom perished." 

By the despatch of the Commissioners at Havana, 
of 26th February, 1826, it appears that "the Magico 
was fallen in with anel chased by'H.M.S. Union, and, 
having been brought to action in the course of the 
2lst January, she was finally run on shore on the 
moming of the 22nel: anel shortly after take1i posses-
sion of. 'fhe crew ha.d previously escapeel to lancl 
'ivith (it is supposeel) about 200 negroes; many, how-
ever, were left behincl, severely wouncled, some were 
hanging on at different parts of the vessel, anel from 
twenty to thirty of their deael Lodies were seen in 
the sea, evidently the consequence of the endeavours 
maele to force them to jump overboard and swim 
to the shore. The crew even carried their barbarity 
so far as to leave a lighted match in the poweler-
rnagazine."t 
* Afr. Inst. Report, 1826, pp. 37, 38. t Class A. 1827, p. 99. 
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ln the parliamentary paper of 1827 I find the 
ca e of the " Tere a," n. Spanish schooner, v~rhich 

was suddenlj ln.id on h r ben.m-ends by a tornado, 
and alrno t immediately went do,1 n, with 186 laves 
on board.* 

'Ve have a1 o the a count of a "reck of a Portu-
guese slave- chooner, the Piombeter, at the Bahamas, 
on the 20th of January, 1837, communicated to me 
by Major l\1'Gregor, a special justice. He states 
that the vessel was under fifty tons burden, anel that 
180 slaves _ had been embarked in her : " they were 
chiefly fine young lads under :fifteen years of age." 
About twenty had died before the wreck took place. 

ln another letter, dated Nov. 1, 1837, he states 
that several wrecks of slavers hacl taken place 
in his vicinity. As to one of these he says, " Last 
.Friday, the 27th ult., a schooner vessel, uncler 
the Portugue e flag, was totally wrecked on the 
shore of Harbour Island, where I now reside in 
my official capacity, having upwards of 200 African 
slaves on board at the time, only :fifty-three of whom 
were saved; the greater part of the ablest men, being 
chained together below at the time, were consequently 
drowned in the holcl of the vessel. Sixty_bodies have 
since been washed ashore, which I got interred; up-
wards of twenty were driftecl yesterday to the mouth 
of the harbour, who seem to have been fettered upon 
the deck, and grouped together in one heap. It is 

"'° Class A. 1821, p. 30. 



MORTALITY JNCIDENT TO MIDDLE PASSAGE. 169 

supposed that from fifty to sixty bodies are still re-
maining iu the holcl of the hull, now almost imbedded 
in the sancl. Attempts have been macle to dive for 
the boclies, but without success, they being founcl so 
fast chainecl anel crowded together, it was found im-
possible to remove them. 

" I shall not shock your feelings by entering into 
the cletails of the abominable concluct of the captain 
and crew of this vessel during the passage towards 
some of the most youthful anel best-looking on boarcl: 
this was brought to my knowledge by two of the 
Africans, who speak Portuguese, anel one who speaks 
a little broken English, They appear to have con-
clucted themselves more like demons than human 
beings. 

"The slaver, namecl the Invincible, took in the 
Africans at Port Prague, Cape de Verde Islands, anel 
was bouncl for Matanzas in the islancl of Cuba." 

ln a l.etter from Colonel Nicolls, at the Bahamas, 
of date lst August, 1837,* it is stated that "the Es-
peranza, a Spanish slave-schooner, hàd been wrecked 
on one of these islands during the preceding month. 
It was ascertained that this vessel had embarked 
320 negroes on the coast of Africa; of these only 
220 were landed at the time of the wreck. It 
appears that between sixty anel seventy murders had 
been committed cluring the voyage on the helpless 
Africans ; anel in this manner :-When any of the 

"' Communica.ted to me by his brother, Col. Nicolls, R .M. 
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slaves refused their food or became sick, the boat-
swain's mate, with a weighty club, struck them on 
the back of the neck, when they fell, and were 
thrown overboard." 

I make the following extract from the Jamaica ''T atchman, of 29th lVfay, 1838 :-A report having· 
reacbed ~ort Royal, that a Spanisb schooner,* hav-
ing on board upwm:ds of 300 Africans, hacl been 
stranded off the Pedro shoals, H. M. ship Nimrod, 
and the Hornet schooner, sailed yesterday morning 
for the purpose of taking her cargo, and bringing 
them into port. The vessels of war, humanely sent 
to seek the unfortunate Africans on boarcl the slaver 
lately wreckecl on the Pedro reefs, have ret11rned, 
bringing the melancholy information that no traces of 
them coulcl be found. The vessel had gone to pieces, 
and 300 human beings consigned to a watery grave. 
The crew had taken to their boats anel lancled at Black 
River.''t 

· * Since this was written, the official account of the wreck of 
this vesse1, the Este11a, has reached us, in which it is stated that 
" the crew escaped on shore, leaving the unfortunate Africans on 
the shoal, and had been landed some days before they made 
known the fatal circumstances of the wreck; so that when the 
fact transpired and search was made, it was found their victims 
had all perished."-Class A. 1838-9, p. lll. 

t Her Majesty's judge at Havana writes to Lord Pa1merston, of 
date 1'7th July, 1838 :-" The vessel which carne in here under 
the name of the Esplorador, sailed hence on 13th J une, 1837, to 
Madagascar and Mozambique, and uot finding any negroes ou 
the coast to be bought, forcibly and piratically took from the Óther 
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Lieut. V\Tilson, of H. l\'I. S.' Excellent, who was 
on the coast of Africa in ] 824, in a letter dated 
9th January, 1839, says :-" I have overhauled 
many slave-ships, anel freely confess that it is impos-
sible to exaggerate the horrors they exhibit: they are 
all very much alike, the greater or less misery ele-
peneling, usually, upon the size· of the vesse1, anel the 
time they might have been embarked, as every elay 
brin gs with it a fearful increase of disease, despera-
tion, imbecility, anel death." 

Passing over hundreds of cases of a elescription 
sim.ilar to those which I have noticeel, I have now 
clone with these heart-sickening details; . anel the 
melancholy truth is forced upon us, that, notwith-
standing all that has been accomplished, the cruelties 
anel horrors of the passage across the Atlantic have 
increased; nay, more, they have been aggravateel by 
the very efforts which we have made for the abolition 
of the traffic. 

'' Facts, too, like these j ustmentioned, are not extra-
ordinary incidents, selected anel remembered as such. 
They are hourly occurrences of the trade; anel as they 

vessels there the cargoes they had collected. Having thus got 
together about 500 negroes, before they got out of the range of 
the monsoons they encountered very violent weather, which lasted 
two days, anel compellecl them to shut down the hatches, without 
being able to give the negroes, during that time, air or food. The 
consequence was that, when the storm abated, and they went to 
examine their condition, they found that about 3ÕO negroes had 
perished ! 'Vith the ordinary mortality attending such voynges, 
they arrived here with only about 200 surviving." 

N 
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are found in every instance where detection affords 
an opportunity of inquíry, it is absurd to suppose 
that the undetected slave-vessel is exempted from 
scenes of similar cruelty. It may fai~ly be assumed 
that greater cruelty does not obtain in the one vessel 
which is captured, than in the one hundred which 
escape. Some of these have made eleven, some 
thirteen, successful voyages, and there is little doubt 
that similar acts of atrocity have been perpetrated in 
all-that ali have been marked by the sarne accumu-
lation of human agony, and the sarne waste of human 
life. ",:;< 

1 will endeavour to give a 

SuMMARY 

of the extent of the mortality incident to the middle 
passage. Newton states, that in his time it arnounted 
to one-fourth, on the average, of the number em-
barked. t 

From papers presented to the House of Lords, in 
1799, it appears that, in the year 1791, (three years 
after the passing of the Slave Carrying Regulation 
Act,) of 15,7 54 negroes ernbarked for the W est 
Indies, &e., 1378 died during the passage, the ave-
rage length of which was :fifty-one days, showing a 
mortality of 8! per cent. 

The amount of the mortality in 1792 was still 
greater , Of 31,554 slaves carried from Africa, no 

* Afr. Inst. Report for 1825, p. 31. t Newton, p. 36. 
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fewer than 5,413 died on the passage, making some-
what more tban 1-7 per cent. in fifty-one days.* 

Captain Owen, in a communication to the Admi-
ralty, on the Slave Trade with the eastern coast of 
Africa, in 1823, states-" That the ships which use 
this traffic consider they make an excellent voyage 
if they save one-third of the number embarked :" 
" some vessels are so fortunate as to save one-half of 
their cargo alive."t 

Captain Cook says, in the communication to which 
I have before alluded, as to the East coast traffic, "If 
they meet with bad weather, in rounding the Cape, 
their sufferings are beyond description ; and in some 
instances one-half of the lives on board are sacrificed. 
ln the case of the 'Napoleon,' from Quilimane, the 
loss amounted to two-thircls. It was stated to me by 
Captains anel Supercargoes of other slavers, that they 
made a profitable voyage if they lost fifty per cent. ; 
anel that this was not uncommon." 

Caldcleugh says, " scarcely two-thirds Iive to be 
landed. "! 

Governor Maclean, of Cape Coast, who has had 
many opportunities of acquiring information on the 
subject, has _ stated to me, that he considers the ave-
rage of deaths on the passage to amount to one-third. 

Captain Ramsay, R. N., who was a long time on 
service with the Preventive Squadron, also stated to 
me, that the mortality on the passage across the 

~' Debates in Parliament, 1806, Ap. p. 191. 
t Class B. 1825, p. 41. i Vol. i. p. 56. 

N2 
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Atlantic must be greater than the loss on the passage 
to Sierra Leone, from the greater liberty allowed after 
capture, anel from the removal of the shackles. H e 
believes the average loss to be one-third. 

Rear-Admiral Sir Graham Eden H amond, Co111-
mander-in-Chief on the South American station, in 
1834, thus writes to the British Consul at Monte 
Video :-" A slave-brig of 202 tons was brought 
into this port with 521 slaves on board. 'fhe vessel 
is said to have clearecl from Monte Vídeo in August 
last, under a licence to import 650 African colonists. 

" The licence to proceed to the coast of Africa is 
accompanied by a curious document, purporting to be 
an application from two Spaniards at Monte Video, 
named Villaca and Barquez, for perrnission to import 
650 colonists, and 250 more-to cover tlte deaths on 
the voyage."* 

Here we have near1y one-third given apparently 
for the average loss on the passage, anel this esti-
matecl by the slave-dealers themselves on the American 
side of the Atlantic. 

I come next to consider the loss after capture. 

* Class B. 1835, p. 141. 
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MORTALITY AF'fER CAP'rURE. 

I HAVE j ust adverted to the painful reflection that the 
efforts which we have so long anel so perseveringly 
made for the abolition of the Slave Trade should not 
only have been attendecl with complete failure, but 
with an increase of negro mortality. A striking ex-
ample of the truth of this remark is afforcled, when 
we consider the great loss of negro lifo which annually 
takes place subsequently to the capture of the slave-
ve~sels, on their passage to South America anel the 
VV est Indies. 

I do not intend, in this part of my subject, to dis-
cuss the merits of the construction of the Mixed Com-
mission Courts, or their forrns of proceeding ; nor elo 
I propose, here, to say anything as to the preference 
which, it appears to me, ought to be given to Fer-
nando Po, over Sierra Leone, as a station for a Com-
mission Court, anel a depôt for liberated Africans : my 
purpose for the present is, merely to state the facts 
wlüch have come to my knowleclge, with therequisite 
evi<lence, bearing on the mortality after capture. 

Aclmiral Hamond, in a despatch to the Aclmiralty 
on this subject, in the year 1834, pnts the case of a 
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slaver overloaded with negroes, many of them in a 
sickly or dying state, captured anel brought into Rio 
.Janeiro, (as in the case of the " Rio de la Plata,") 
where the miserable slaves, confinecl to the vessel, in 
a hot anel close port, must await the tarely process of 
the .Mixeel Commission Court; anel he goes on to say, 
that, in such a case, " the stopping of the slave-vessel 
is only exposing the blacks to greater misery, anel a 
much greater chance of speeely eleath, than if they 
were left to their original elestination of slavery."* 

In the 2lst Report of the African lnstitution, we 
have the case of the Pauleta, captured off Cape For-
mosa, in Ferbuary, 1826, by " Lieutenant Tucker, 
H. lVI. Ship Maielstone, with 221 slaves on boarel. 
Her burelen was only 69 tons, anel into this space 
were thrust 82 men, 56 women, 39 boys, anel 44 
girls. The only provision founel on boarel for their 
subsistence was yarns of the worst quality, anel fetiel 
water. When captured, both small-pox anel rlysen-
tery had commenced their ravages; 30 died on the 
passage to Sierra Leone, . anel the remainder were 
landed in an extreme state of wretchedness anel ema-
ciation." t 

ln 1830, a Committee of the House of Cornmons 
was appointeel to consider the relative rnerits of Sierra 
Leone and Fernando Po. Captain Bullen stated in 
evidence before the Committee, that the Aviso, cap-
tureel near 11 'ernando Po, took five weeks to reach 
Sierra Leone, during which time forty-five of the 

* Class B. 1835, p. 66. t Afr. Inst. Report for 1827, p. 9. 
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, slaves died ; and that in the case of the Segunda Ro-
salia, the passage occupied eleven weeks, during 
which more than 120 of the slaves were lost. * 

Lieutenant Tringham informed the Committee that 
he carried a Spanish schooner u p to Sierra Leone as 
prize-master. She had 480 slaves on board at the 
time of capture. 'rhe voyage to Sierra Leone ·occu-
pied six weeks, and 110 slaves died on the passage, 
ln answer to the question, "If you had had to have 
taken the vessel to Fernando Po ·for adjudication, 
instead of Sien:a Leone, tlie lives of those persons 
would have been savecl?" he repliecl, " I think so." 
He afterwards said, that the average voyage of the 
vessels he had taken from the Bights of Benin and 
Biafra to Sierra Leone, was five weeks.f 

Mr. Jackson stated to the Committee, that the 
conclition of the slaves, at the time of capture, was 
"most deplorable, as to disease, anel as to the mor-
talíty which has ensued : in one instance, 179 out of 
448 slaves, on boarcl of one vessel, clied in their pas-
sage up ; in a!iother, 115 out of 271. ln ali, with 
only one exception, the numbers have been consi- _ 
clerable." t 

Mr. John l\f'Cormack, in his evidence, said, that 
on going aboard slave-vessels after capture and the 
passage to Sierra Leone, he genera:lly found the 
slaves who had been any length of time on the voyage 
" in a most miserable state of clebility." Anel he 

*_ Sierra Leone Report, 1830, p. 8. 
:j: Ib. p. 52. 

t Ib. p. 32. 
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adds, '' They unavoidably rnust, from the description 
of the vessels, suffer very greatly: many of these ves-
sels have not more than three feet between decks, and 
i10 air can "get to them except what comes down the 
hatchways. They are so low in the ·water, no air-
ports can be cut in their sicles."* 

In the Appenclix to the Report of this Cornmittee, 
a return is given for the periocl between 1 Oth A ugust, 
1819, and l lth October, 1829,-

0f slaves captured 25,212 
La11decl at Sierra Leone, orFernando Po 21,563 

Loss 011 the pas,sage 3,649t 

Being nearly one-seventh, or about 14 per cent.; and 
this aimost entirely 011 the passage to Sierra Leone. 

Mr. Rankin, in his visit to Sierra Leone, tells 
us of a Portuguese schooner, the Donna :Maria 
da Gloria, which he sav1r there, 'vith a cargo of 
slaves ou board . She had ernbarked them at 
L0anclo, in August, 1833, anel was capturecl by 
H. M. B. S11ake. The captor took the vessel to Rio, 
but the Brazilian .Mixed Commission Court would 
not entertain the case : he was therefore obliged to 
send her to Sierra Leone, ·where she arrivecl 011 Fe-
bruary 4, 1834. On hei· arrival, it was ascertained that 
she lrnd lost 95 out of 430 slaves. A long process e11-
sued before tlrn Mixed Cornmission Court, the result 
of which was the liberation of the vessel; anel at this 

* Sierra Leone Report, p. 66. t Ib. Ap. p. 122. 
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period her state is thus described: "Notwithstand-
ing the exertions of l\fr. Thomas Frazer, assistant-
surgeon of the capturing ship, who continuecl to ad-
minister to them while himself in a state of extreme 
suffering and clanger, before reaching Sierra Leone, 
104 had died, anel 64 more (in a state that moved 
the heart even of the slave-crew) were voluntarily 
lanclecl by the master, and taken charge of by the 
liberated African department. The rniserable rem-
nant, in a state impossible to describe, affiicted with 
ophthalmia, dysentery, anel frightful ulcers, anel show-
ing, also, some symptoms of small-pox, left the har-
bour of Sierra Leone, the slaves having been then 
on board 165 days, 137 baving elapsed since her 
capture; anel of her original cargo of 430, 240 alone 
remained." * 

Dr. Cullen, of Edinburgh, "\<vho lately returned 
from Rio de Janeiro, after a five years' residence 
there, thus writes to Lord Glenelg, of date 28th 
February, 1838, in reference to the Do1111a Maria 
having been released at Sierra Leone : " Some 
rnonths after this, they were met by a Brazilian ship 
of war, near Bahia, in distress ; anel their numbers 
reduced to 170." t 

Mr. Rankin visited La Paiitica, another vessel 
which had been brought into Sierra I .. eone. "The 
ship," he says, " was throngecl with men, women, 
anel children, all entirely naked, anel disgustillg with 

* Rankin's Visit, &e., vol. ii. p. 96. 
t Class A. (Fmther Series), 1837, IJ· 91. 
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disease : 27 4 were at this mornent in the little 
schooner. When captured, 315 had been fou11d 011 
board; 40 had died during the voyage from Old 
Cale bar. Of the remainder, 8 or 10 died i11 the first 
week after liberation. The majority of the survivors 
were miserably persecuted by ophthalmia and dysen-

. tery, and 50 were sent to the hospital, for fever, at 
Kissey." * 

ln a report of the Sierra Leone Commissioners, 
dated 4th February, 1835, t it is stated that "the 
Sutil arrived in this harbour 011 the 23rd ult. with 228 
slaves on board, 79 having diecl 011 the passage to 
this port, whilst the vessel was i11 charge of the cap-
tors; in addition to a frightful loss of life which had 
previously occurred on the first night of the voyage, 
owing to a ferocious scramble for room, amongst the 
clensely-crowded negroes, and by which many were 
suffocatecl and killed. The surgeon to the courts 
immediately visited the slaves, and reported that there 
were 21 men and boys, and 8 girls, sick with dysen-
tery, many of them being in an advanced stage of 
the disease." 

The case of the Flor de Loando is one which de-
serves considerable attention, as it affords an instance, 
and that a modern one, of dreadful suffering . anel 
mortality, and shows the disposition of the Brazilian 
authorities to thwart, as far as possible, the intentions 
of the Britjsh Government. 

* RaD;kin, vol. ii. p. 1. "!" Class-A. 1835, p. 48. 
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This slaver was captured on the llth April, 1838, 
by H. lVI. corvette, Rover, with 289 negroes on 
board, and taken to Rio de Janeiro. The Mixed 
Commission Court at that port refused to condenm 
her, on the ground of her having been seized in Por-
tuguese colours, although both the vessel anel slaves 
were known to be Brazilian property. The Brazilian 
Govermnent having afterwards received an applica-
tion to condemn her as a smuggler, or a vessel with 
false papers, refused to take cognizance of her, or to 
render any assistance to the slaves, who were now in 
a dreadful state of disease, having been kept_confined 
in the hold of the slave ship more than three months 
from the time of her capture. With considerable 
difficulty the authorities were induced to allow the 
worst cases to be transferred to the hospital, on being 
guaranteed their ex penses; but persisted in refusing 
any means for conveying the wretched negroes to a 
more wholesome situation, though such a change was 
pronounced absolutely necessary for the preservation 
of their lives. The deaths up to this period amounted 
to 80. On the 23rd August, Lieutenant Armitage, 
the officer in command, was ordered to proceed to 
Sierra Leone, with the slaver anel her cargo, then 
recluced to 140 ; but on the 27th instant she sprung 
a leak, and was compelled to return to Rio in a 
sinking -condition. On examination, her timbers 
were found to be rotten, anel she was pronounced 
totally unfit for sea. The deaths at this time 
amountecl to 119 ; notwithstanding, permission was 
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still denied by the Brazilian Government to lancl the 
negroes till the 15th Septernber, five months after 
their capture; during whicJ:i. time expenses were in-
currecl by the British Government to the amount of 
;f'.812. ln orcler to form an idea of the sufferings of 
the miserable victims, we must conceive them lying 
for so many months in the state thus describecl by 
Lieutenant Arniitage .-" They were stowed so close, 
till thinned by death, as necessarily to press one 
against another, anel there was barely room for them 
to sit upright. He used to visit them of a morning, 
accompanied by a sailor, in a crouching position, anel 
d:·aw out those who hael died, by the legs, there not 
being room to go between them to take up their bo-
dies." The stench he represents to have been most 
horrible. ·: 

The following list of ·seventeen vessels, most of 
which were captured in the Bights of Benin and 
Biafra, anel brought for adjuclication to Sierra Leone, 
will serve to exhibit the loss after capture in a forcible 
manner:-
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Wllcro I 1 N umbor / o;cd Re(crcnce. 
cu n- Vcssel's Namc. Nation. on befurc -- r agc. 

dcm1U.'4l, Board. Adj_udi- Class A. 
cat1on. 

,r·H· Sp:mish 282 107 1828 39 
§ fovinciv el Portuguese 440 190 " 59 
j Clemenlina Brazilian 471 115 18:29 82 
"' Geres do. 2i9 151 1830 64 5 Arcinin. do. 448 179 " 38 

üj Mensageira elo. 353 109 " 58 

~ riidas Spanish 562 281 ,, 148 
~ Constn.ncia '~ do. 438 368'" " 162 
~ Fama ile Cacliz t do. 980 680t " 156 

, rh·;,,;". do. 348 132 1831 21 
§ T entadora Brazilian 43:2 112 " 54 
~ Umbell:na do. 377 214 '' 65 
"' F ormid.ible Spanish 712 304 1835 50 E Sutil do. 335 H!<l " 48 

i:íi Minerva do. 725 208 " 56 

'" 197 §{Marte do. 600 " 163 
:O Diligencia do. 210 90 " 200 

p:: 
- - --
79 92 3561 --

'' This vessel was not brought before the Court. The numbers are 
g iven ou the authority of Mr. Commis;ary Judge Macleay. 
t The sarne of the Fama de Cadiz. 

Showi11g a loss 011 these selectecl cases of 44 pe1' 
cent. ! 

111 1830, the Cornmittee of the House of Commons 
carne to the following resolution : that capturecl ves-
sels are, " 011 a11 average, u pwards of five weeks on 
their passage from the place of capture to Sierra 
Leone, occasioning a loss of the captured slaves 
amounting to from one-sixth to one-lza1j of the ·whole 
numher, while the survivors are generally lanclecl in 
a miserable state of weakness and debility." * -

* Sierra Leone Report, 1830, p. 4. 
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I have not adverted to Rio de Janeiro, or the Ha-
vana, on this head, because there are very few cap-
tlues on the American side of the Atlantic, and when 
captures do occur, the time consumed in the passage 
to either of these ports is little, if at all, more than 
what would have been required for completing the 
voyage. 

But it appears to be demonstrated, by evi<l.ence 
which cannot be impugned, that the loss ajte1· cap-
tiwe on the African side of the Atlantic varies from 
one-sixth to one-lzalj oj tlze whole number. 

Loss AFTE.R LANDING AND IN THE SEASONING. 

The last head of mortality is that which occurs 
after landing from the slave-vessel, and in the sea-
sonmg. 

We are here again obligecl to go back for infor-
mation to the eviclence at the end of the last century : 
bu,t in this branch of the subject, so far as can he as-
certàined, there has been no improvement; on the 
contrary, the slaves are now subjectecl to greater 
hardships, in their being lancled anel concealed as 
smuggled goods, than they were in former times, 
when a slave-vessel entered the ports of Rio Janeiro 
anel Havana as a fai..r trader, and openly disposecl of 
her cargo. 

Mr. Falconbridge, whose evidence has already 
been largely quoted, tells us, that, on being landed, 
the negroes are sold, sometimes by what is termed a 
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sc1·amble; "but previous thereto," he ·adds, · "the 
sick or refuse slaves, of which there are frequently 
many, are usually conveyecl on shore, and sold at a 
tavern by public auction. 'I1hese, in general, are 
purchased by the J ews anel surgeons, but chiefly upon 
speculation, at so low a price as five or six elollars 
a-head. 

"1 was informed," he says," by a Mulatto woman, 
that she purchasecl a sick slave at Grenada upon spe-
cmlation, for the small sum of one dollar, as the poor 
wretch was apparently dying of the flux. lt seldom 
happens that any who are carried ashore in the ema-
ciated state to which they are generally reduceel by 
that disorder long survive their landing. 1 once_ saw · 
sixteen conveyed on shore, anel sold in the foregoing 
manner, the whole of whom died before 1 left the 
jsland, which was vvithin a short time after." Va-
rious are the eleceptions maele use of in the elisposal 
of the sick slaves, anel many of these such as must 
excite in every humane mind the liveliest sensations 
of horror. 1 have been well informed that a Liver-
pool captain boasted of his having cheated some Jews 
by the following stratagem : "A lot of slaves affiictecl 
with the flux, being about to be landed for sale, he 
directed the surgeon to 

Thus prepared, they were landed, anel 
taken to the accustomed place of sale, where, being 
unable to stand, unless for a very short time, they are 
usually permitted to sit. The Jews, when they ex-
amine them, oblige them to stand up 
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an<l when they do not perceive 
this appearance, -they consicler it as a symptom of 
recovery. ln the present instance, such an appear-
ance being prevented, the bargain was struck, and 
tbey were accordingly sold. But it was not long 
before a cliscovery ensuecl. The excruciating pain, 
which the prevention occasionecl, not being to be borne 
by the poor wretches, was removecl, anel the deludecl 
purchasers were speedily convincecl of the irnposi-
tion." * 

ln the report of the African Institution for 1818, 
the case of the Joaquim, a Portuguese slave-Yessel, 
is noticed; anel Lieutenant Eicke, after stating the 
wretched condition of the slaves at anel subeequent 
to the time of capture, says, " That between the nine-
teenth anel twenty-fourth clay of their being lancled, 
tltirteen more diecl, notwithstancling goocl provisionsJ 
medical aicl, anel kinel treatment, and thirty m01·e 
diecl between the 24th of February and 16th instant; 
all occasioned, as he in his conscience is firm1y per-
suaded, by the cruel anel inhuman treatment of the 
Portuguese owners ; that more than 100 of them 
were at the time of their lancling just like skeletons 
covered with skin, and moving by slow machinery, 
harclly maintaining the appearance of animateel 
human beings. That the remainder of them were all 
enervated, anel in a sickly state." * 

ln a report from the Sierra Leone Commissioners, 
* Falconbridge, p. 33. 

t Afr. Inst. Report, 1818, p. 28. 
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I fiud the following passage :-U nfortunately their 
sufferings do not terminate here, for the il1 effects of 
their privations anel hardships, during their cletention 
on board the slave vessels, continue to be felt long 
nfter the cause that producecl them has ceased. 

ln proof of this, we beg to refer to the returns of 
the Mixecl Courts, which show in the case of thc 
Portuguese vessel " Uniao," that besides 112 out of 
361 slaves having died prior to, 35 died after eman-
cipation (but before it was possible to have them re-
gistered), owing to the wretched state to which they 
had been reduced by dysentcry anel srnall-pox. 

ln the General Return of Liberated Africans (Ap-
pendix), it is stated of the sarne slaves, that the total 
number 'ivhich diecl of small-pox aftêr landing was 
5.5, of whom 40 were men, five women, eight boys, 
anel two girls. That this is not an isolated fact is 
shown by the returns from the villages of Leopold 
and vVaterloo (Appendix A. 6 anel 7). By the first 
of these it appears, that of 73 children received at 
Leopolcl in 1822, 54 died cluring the year; and that 
of 243 children received in 1825, 58 àied in that 
year, which mortality is accounted for in the return 
as arising " from the debilitated state in which they 
were received from the slave vessels." 

By the return frorn the village of Waterloo, it ap-
pears that of 221 of different ages, who were received 
in 1822, 72 died in the same year, of whorn 26 were 
men, 6 women, and 40 children; anel the explana-
tory rernark is, "that the deaths are not to be ascribecl 

o 
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to local circumstance, but to tbe deplorably emaciated 
state in which the men, women, and children were 
when sent to the village, having been affiicted with a 
dysentery which proved incurable." 

ln addition to these facts, it is stated by lVIr. 
Reffell, chief superintendent, in bis reply to tbe 
queries which were addressed to him, as well as by 
Mr. Cole, assistant chief superintendent, in bis evi-
dence (Appendix B. 9 and 10), as their opinion, that 
even in vessels where there has been no infectious 
disease, full one-half, on an average, arrive "in a sick 
or debilitated and weak state." 

v ln an official medical report as to the health of 
the liberated Africans at tbe Gambia, of date 31 st of 
Decernber, 1833, and drawn up by Mr. Foulis, Assist-
ant-SurgeQn of the Royal African Corps, and Dr. 
James Donovan, Acting Colonial Surgeon, it is 
stated that the greater part of tbose wbo are weak 
and emaciated on arrival soon afterwards die; many, 
after a longer or sborter residence, fall into the sarne 
state, linger, anel also perish from causes not very 
dissimilar. For this mortality, the medical boarcl 
assigned, as probable causes, tbe long confinement in 
slave-houses previous to embarkation, want of clean-
Jiness anel ventilation while on board the slave-ships, 
alterations in dress, food, and habits, and, not the 
least, change of climate. These act directly, simul-
taneously, and banefully on the system in a very 
great number of instances. But when the sad re-
collection of perpetuai expatriation, the lacerated 
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feelings of kindreel anel friendship, the rude vio-
lation of all the sacred anel social enelearments of 
country anel relationship, the degi:ading anticipation 
of enelless unmitigateel bondage are aelded to these, 
they act still more injuriously on the constitution, 
.although exerteel through the mediurn of mind . 
The moral anci physical combination of such ex-
traorelinary circumstances, concentrateel with such 
fearful intensity, conjointly creates elisease in. such 
a recloubtable shape, as to ineluce a belief that 
nothing similar has yet appeareel in the ~nnals of 
physic."* 

lVIr. Rankin, in his work on Sierra Leone, says, t 
" To the King's Yards I paiel frequent visits, anel 
founcl an -interest awakenecl on behalf of the people. 
Of the wornen, rnany were despatched to the hospi-
tal at Kissey, victims to raging fevers. Others hacl 
becorne insane. I was informeel that insanity is the 
-frequent fate of the women captives, anel that it 
chiefly comes upon such as at first exhibit rnost 
intellectual development, anel greatest liveliness of 
disposition. lnstances were pointed out to me. 
The women sustain their boclily sufferings with 
more silent fortitude than the men, anel seldom 
destroy themselves; but they brooel more over 
their misfortunes, until the sense of them is lost in 
rnaelness."j: 

* ~_Records of the Colonial Office for 1833. 
t Vol. ii. p. 124. t Ibid. 

o2 
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Dr. Cullen/!f in his letter to Lord Glenelg, men-
tions the following case: " About the beginning of 
1834, a small sc110oner (I think the name '\<vas the 
Duqueza de Braganza) was captured by one of Her 
British l\fajesty's cruisers, anel l>rought into Rio de 
Janeiro, having on board belween 300 anel 400 Afri-
cans, mostly children; these poor creatures had suf-
fered much from their long confinement in such a 
snrnll vessel, anel it is believecl a great many had clied 
on the passage. By the humanity of the late Admiral 
Sir Michael Seymour they were taken on shore, anel 
properly carecl fo r, otherwise the rnortality arnongst 
them after landing must have been greater than it 
was." He then says, that they were adjudgecl to be 
free. At the time of the sentence of the Court 
" they were reduced uy deaths to 288, all of whom 
were sent to the 110use of correction, to work for the 
Brazilian govern~ent. I callecl at this house of 
correction eight days after their arrival there, when 
seven more hacl diecl, anel there were then thirty-five 
sick, confined in a small room, lying on the floor, 

"' Dr. Cullen also writes. that, about the sarne time", a British 
cruiser, the Raleigh, Captain Qnin, brought in a slaver, the Rio 
da Plata, with about 400 Africans on board, who were lancled, 
and a g·uard placeel over them; anel that, " a few nights after 
they were put ashore, the guard was surprised in the middle of 
the night by a banel of fellows pretending to be justices of the 
peace, who carried off 200 of the negroes, anel next day no traces 
of them coulcl be found. Those 1hat remaineel were taken to the 
honse of correction, and disposed of in the Brazilian fashion.'" 

' Class A (Further Series), 1837, p. 91. 
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without becl or covering of any kincl, with their 
heads to the wall anel their feet towarcls the centre, 
leaving a narrow passage between the rows. The 
sarne day I saw about 100 of these chilclren in an 
apartment on the grouncl-floor, sitting all rouncl on 
their heels, after the fashion of the country, anel 
looking most miserable. On the November follow-
ing I again visited the house of correction, anel 
]earned that out of the 288, sent there in June, 107 
had cliecl, anel a great rnany more were sick."~' 

ln the letter from Havana, dated in 1838, from 
which I have alreacly quoted, the following account 
is given : " ln the cool of the evening we rnacle a 
visit to the bazaar. A newly importecl cargo of 220 
human beings , was here exposecl for sale. They 
were crouched down upon their forms arouncl a large 
room : cluring a visit of more than an hour that we 
were there not a worel was utterecl by one of them. 
On entering the room the eyes of all were tnrnecl 
towards us, as if to read in our countenances their fate; 
they were all nearly naked, being but slightly clacl in 
a light check shirt, upon which was a mark upon 
the breast ; with a few exceptions they were but skin 
anel bone, too weak to support their ]anguid forms ; 
they were reclining on the floor, their backs resting 
against the wall. When a purchaser carne they 
were motionecl to stand, which they obeyed, though 
with apparent pain; a few were o]cl anel grey; but 
the greater proportion were rnere children, of from 

* Class A (Fmther Series), 1837, p. 91. 
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ten to thirteen or fifteen years of age ; when they 
stood their legs looked as thin as reeds, and hardly 
capable of supporting the skeletons of their wasted 
forms. 1'he keeper info.rmed us they were of several 
distinct tribes, and that they did not understand one 
arlother ; this was apparent from the fürmation of the. 
head. While we were there, five líttle boys anel 
girls were selected and bought togo into the interior: 
no regard is paid to relationship, and, once sepa-
rated, they never meet again ! vV e left the tienda, 

--anel, turning through the gateway, we saw some who 
were lying under the shade of the plantain, whose 
appearance told that they, at least, would be libe-
rnted from bondage by death. rn1ey were those who 
had suffered most d~ririg the voyage,-their situation 
was most melancholy. I offered to one the un-
tasted bowl of cocoa-nut milk I was about drinking, 
- she motioned it away with a look which, even 
from a negress, was exptessive of thankfulness, anel 
which seemed to say how unused she was to such 
kindness." 
· The Quarterly Review ( vol. xxx.) contains an 
article on Mengin's ' Histoire de l'Egypte,''" in 
which the reviewer, speaking of Ismael Pacha's 
expedition to the south, says, " The hopes of the 
Pacha, however, were greatly disappointed in these 
black troops ( captured in Soudan.) They were 

· _ * Histoire de l'Egypte par Felix Mengin, 1823.-Quarterly 
Review, vol. xxx. p. 491. 
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strong, able-bodied men, and not averse from being 
taught ; lmt when attacked by disease, which soon 
broke out in the camp, they died like sheep infected 
with the rot. The medical men ascribe the mor-
tality to moral rather than physical causes ; it 
appeared in numerous ínstances, that having been 
snatched away frorn their homes and families they 
were even anxious to get rid of life, and such was 
the dreadful mortality that ensuecl, that, out of 20,000 
of these unfortunate men, 3,000 clid not n~main alive 
at the end of two years." 

Dr. Bowring has stated to me, that the negroes 
which have _been conveyed into Egypt " suffer much 
from nostalgia, and, when they have been gathered 
together into regiments, the passionate desire to re-
turn home frequently procluced a languishing malady, 
of which they die in large numbers. The mortality 
among the slaves in Egypt is frightful,-when the 
epiclemical plague visits the country, they are swept 
away in immense multitudes, and they are the 
earliest victims of almost every other domineering 

-clisease. I have heard it estimatecl that five or six 
years are suffi.cient to carry off a generation of 
slav~s, at the end of which time the whole has to be 
replenished. This is one of the causes of their low 
market-value. When they marry, their descendants 
selclom live ; in fact, the laws of nature se~m to repel 
the establishment of hereditary slavery." 

But it is neeclless to multiply instances on this 
heacl ; and I shall only further notice a few of the 
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authorities for the amount of the mortality after 
landing, and in the seasoning. 

Mr. Pitt, in the debate on the Slave Trade, in 
1791, made the following observation-" The evi-
dence before the House, as to this poÍnt (the mor-
tality ,) was perfectly clear; for it 'l>vould lie founcl in 
that dreadful catalogue of cleaths in consequence of 
the seasoning and the micldle passage, which the 
House had been condemnecl to look -into, that onc-
haif die." 

Mr. vFilberforce, in bis letter of 1807, (page 98,) 
says, " The survivors '"''ere landcd in such a diseased 
state, tlrnt 4t per cent. of the whole number imported 
were estimated to die in the short interval between 
the arrival of the ship anel the sale of the cargo, 
probably not more than a fortnight; anel, after the 
slaves had passe<l into the hands of the planters, the 
numbers which perished from the effects of the 
voyage were allowecl to be very considerahle." It 
ought not to be forgotten, that Pitt anel "\Vilberforce 
are speaking of a periocl when the Slave Trade was 
legal, anel the Slave Carrying Act in operation. 
What then may be the increase of this mortality, 
now that the trade is clandestine, and the slaves 
packed on lioard of the " clippers," like " bales of 
goods ?" 

The Duc de Broglie, when adclressing the Cham-
her of Peers on this subject, in lYiarch 1822, made 
the following remark--" Anel it js a well-known 
fact, that a fourth, or even a third, of tbe cargo gene-
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raJly perishes either -on ship-board, or soon after the 
landing, from the diseases incident to the voyage."ij; i 

ln the debate of 11'91, lVIr. Stanley (then agent 
for the islands, anel advocating the continuance of the 
Sla ve Tracle) sai d, speaking of the negroes-" As 
to their treatment in the vVest Inclies, he was himself 
witness that it was in general highly indulgent anel 
humane," anel yet " he confessed that ONE-HALF, 

very frequently, elied in the SEASONING." 

1 have now, in the elischarge of a most painful 
eluty, brought under review a complication of hurnan 
misery anel suffering, vvhich 1 may venture to say has 
no parallel; but, before conclueling this branch:of the 
case, it may be proper to exhibit, in a summary man-
ner, the amou~t of negro mortality, consequent on 
the Slave Traele. 

· SuMMARY. 

lst. rrhe loss incielent to the seizureJ march to the 
coast, anel detention there. 

Newton (p. 98) is of opinion, that the captives 
reservecl for sale, are fewer than the slain. 

Mr. Miles (p. 98) statecl to the Committee in 
1790, that in one of the " Skirmishes" for slaves, 
" above 60,000 men" were destroyecl. 

Bosman narrates, that in two of these skirmishes 
" ahove 100,000 men were killecl ;" anel Mr. De-
vaynes has said, that in one of these skirmishes 

·Jlf Afr. Inst. Report;Ap. 2, No. 16, 1823. 
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" 60,000 lost their lives."* Anel Denham (p. 80) 
narrates, that in five marauding excursions, "20,000, 
at least," were slaughtered, anel 16,000 sent into 
slavery; anel he gives another instance, where "pro-
bably 6,000" were slaughtered, in procuring 3,000 
slaves. 

On the route to the coast, we may cite the autho-
rity of Park, Denham, &e. ; anel lVI. lVIendez (p. 1J3) 
estimates the loss on this head to amount to five-
twelfths of the whole. 

For the mortality occasioned by detention before 
embarkation, we have the authority of Frazer, Park, 
Leonard, Landers, anel Bailey. 

Froni these authorities, we are fairly entitled· to 
assume that from the sources-seizure, march, and 
detention, f01· every slave embarked, one life is sa-
crificed. 

2ndly. The loss from the middle passage ap-
pears to be no·t less than 25 pe1· cent., 01: one fow·tlz 
of the number embarked. For this tl!ere is conclu-
sive evidence. The witnesses have no assignable 
motive for exaggeration; they are men holding 
public situations, of unimpeachable veracity, anel 
with the best opportunities of forming a correct esti-
mate. 

The Rev. John Newton had, himself, been for 
many years a Slave Trader, anel speaks of what he 

* It is obvious that these very large numbers must be received 
with considerable qualification. There cau be no doubt, however, 
that the slaughter was great. 
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saw. The Slave Trade was then legal, and the ves-
sels employecl were usually large and commodious, 
anel very different from the American clippers now in 
use. He rates the loss during the rniddle passage at 
25 per cent. Captain Ramsay had commanded one 
of Her lVIajesty's cruisers, employed in suppressing 
the Slave Trade, hacl taken many slavers, anel could 
not be ignorant of the state of the capturecl cargoes. 
His estimate is 33 per cent. 

Slave-trading vessels are continually passing uncler 
the eye of the Governor of Cape Coast Castle. His 
attention has been -constantly kept alive to the sub-
ject, anel few men have hacl such opportunities of 
arriving at the real truth. lVIr. lVIaclean's estimate 
is 33 per cent. 

Commodore Owen reports that which carne to his 
knowledge while he was employecl by Government 
in surveying the eastern coast of Africa. His esti-
mate is 50 per cent. This excess, as comparecl with 
the others, is accountecl for by the additional length 
of the voyage rouncl the Cape of Goocl Hope. 

lf, after such testimony, there were room for hesi-
tation, it rnust be rernovecl by witnesses of a very 
different kind. The Spanish slave-merchants of 
Monte Vicleo, it is fair to presume, are well ac-
quaintecl with the usual i:ate of mortality in their 
slave-vessels; and we may give them credit for not 
acting contrary to their own interests ; so confident 
are they that, at least, one-third vvill perish, that they 
proviclently incur the expense of sending out that 
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amount of surplus, for the purpose (in their own 
words) '' of covering the deaths on the voyage." 

1 shoulcl be justified in taking the average of 
tbese anthorities, which woulcl be 34 per cent; but, 
as it is my wish to be assuredly within the mark, 1 
will state the mortality from the micldle passage at 
twenty-five per cent. 

ln the sarne spirit 1 will take no notice of the 
rnortality after capture, which, says the report óf the 
Parliamentary Committee, amounts to from one-sixth 
to one-half. 

3dly. As to the Ioss after lancling, anel in the 
seasonm g. 

Under this head, we have, among others, two au-
tl10rities which · require particular attention; one of 
them referring to the time when the Slave Tracle 
was legal, the other to a recent date, anel both of 
them of unexceptionable character. Mr. Stanley, 
a 'iV est India Agent, arguing for the continuance of 
the Slave Trade, anel lauding the treatment of the 
negroes, confesses that one-haif frequently die in the 
seasoning. The other, the report of the Medical 
Officers appointecl to investigate the state of the 
liberated Africans at the GamLia, describes a large 
proportion of them as labouring under disease, 
"nothing equal to which has been known hitherto in 
the annals of physic." If such be their state w hen they 
fall into the hancls of the British, are treatecl by them 
with kindness, anel are relieved from their most 
frightful apprehensions, rnay we not suppose that 
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their state· is still more miserable, and the mortality 
still "greater, when they are landecl clanclestinely at 
Cuba, and know that they are cloomecl to interminable 
bondage? 

u pon the strength and authority of these facts, r 
might fairJy estimate the loss under this heacl at one-
third ; but I think I cannot err, on the side of exag-
geration, in setting it down at twenty per cent, or 
one:fifth oj the nwnber landed. 

Nor does the mortality stop here. In slave coun-
tries, but more especially where the Slave Trade 
prevails, there is, invariably, a great diminution of 
humn.n life; the numbers annually born fall greatly 
below the numbers which perish. It would not be 
difficult to prove, that in the last fifty years there has . 
been, in this way, a waste of millions of lives; but 
as this view of the subje.ct would involve the horrors 
of slavery, as well as of the Slave Trade, I shall ab-
stain from adding anytbing on this head to the cata-
logue of mortality which I have alreacly given. 

Our calculation may thus be brought into a narrow 
compass :-

Of 1000 victims to the Slave Trade, 
One-half perish in the seizure, march, 

anel detention 500 
Of 500 consequently embarked,-
One-jou1·th, or 25 ·per cent, perish in the 

Middlc Passage 125 
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Of the remaining 375 landed, one-:fijth, 
or 20 per cent., perish in the seasoning 75 

Total loss 700 

So that 300 negroes only, or three-tenths of the 
whole number of victims, remain alive at the encl of 
a year after their deportation; anel the number of 
lives sacrificecl by the system, bears to the number of 
slaves available to the planter, the proportion of seven 
to th1·ee. 

Then applying this calculation to the number an-
nually landed at Brazil, Cuba, &e., which I have 
rated at 150,000 

Of these one-:fijth die in the seasoning 30,000 

Leaving available to the Planter . 120,000 
The number of lives annuaily sacrificed, 

being in the proportion of seven to 
three* 280,000 

*' This amount may be verifiecl in the following manner :-
Taking the annual victims at 400,000 
One-half perish before embarkation 200,000 

Embarked 
One-fourth in the Middle Passage 

Landed 
One:fifth in the Seasoning 

Available 

200,000 
50,000 

150,000 
30,000 

120,000 
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Annual victims of Christian Slave 
Trade . 400,000 

Proceeding in like manner with the l\foham-
medan Slave Trade, we fincl the numbers to be 

Exported by the Imaum of Muscat 30,000 
Carried across tbe Desert 20,000 

50,000 
Loss by seizure, march, and detention* 50,000 

Annual victims of l\fohammedan Slave 
Trade 100,000 
,, ,, Christian 400,000 

Annual loss to Africa 500,000 
It is impossible for any one to reach this result, 

without suspecting, as well as hoping, that it must 
be an exaggeration ; and yet there are those who 
think that this is too low an estima te. t 

I have_ not, however, assumed any fact, without 

1if It may be objected, that the loss arising from detention at 
the Mohammedan Slave markets is not so great as. that which 
takes place in the barracoons in the Transatlantic trade, but, on 
the other hand, the march is much more destructive to human 
life; we may therefore fairly calculate that in the three items of 
seizure, march, and detention, tbe average mortality is equal to 
tbat in the former case, which we estimated at "one life sacri-
ficed for every slave embarlced." 

t Mr. Rankin says :-
" The old and new Calebar, the Bonney, Whydah, anel the Gal-

linas, contribute an inexhaustible supply for the French islancls of 
the West Indies, Rio Janeiro, Havana, and the Brazils, where, 
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gmng the data on which _ it rests; neither have I 
extracted from those data any immoclerate inference. 
1 think that the reader, on going over the calcula-
tion, will perceive that I have, in almost every in-
stance, abated the dedi.lction which might with jus-
tice have been made. If, then, we are to put confi-
dence in the authorities which I have quotecl, ( most 
of thern offioial,) we cannot avoid the conclusion,-ter-
rible as it is,--that the Slave Trade annually dooms 
to the honors of slavery (Christian) 120,000 

(Moliammeclan) 50,000 

Anel murders (Christian) 
(Mohammedan) 

170,000 
280,000 

50,000 
--330,000 

*500,000 

notwithstanding every opposition anel hinderance from the British 
cruisers, one hundrcd thousand are supposed to arrive in safety 
annually; five times that number having been lost by capture or 
death. Death thius the cargoes in various rnodes ; suicide de-
stroys rnany; and many are tlírown overboard at the close of the 
voyage; for, as a duty of ten dullars is set by the Brazilian Go-
vernment upon each slave u1Jon landing, such as seem unlikely to 
survive, or to bring a price sufficiently high to cover this custom-
house tax, are purposely drowned before entering port. Those 
only escape these wholesale murders, who will probably recover 
health anel flesh whcn removed to the fattening pens of the slave-
farmer, ~ man who contracts to feeu up the skeletons to a market-
alJle appearance." Vol. ii. p. 71. 

* It rnay perhaps be observecl _that this result disagrees with 
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CHAPTER III. 

FAILURE OF. EFFORTS ALREADY l\1A DE FOR SUP-

PRESSION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 

I T is then but too· manifest that the efforts already 
macle for the suppression of the Slave 'frade have not 
accomplishecl their benevolent object. 

The people of England take a more lively anel in-
tense interest in this than perhaps in any other fo-
reign subject. The Government, whether in the hauds 
of the one party or the other, cannot be accusecl ~f 
having, for a long series of years, been wanting either 
in zeal or exertion for its SUippression. Millions of 
money and multitucles of lives have been sacrificed; 
and, in return for all, we have only the affi.icting 
conviction, that the Slave 'frade is as for as ever from 
being suppressed. Nay, I am afraicl the fact is i:iot 
to be clisputed, that while we have thus been endea-

that given in the former editions of this work. The fact is, on 
revising my calculation, 1 found I had aclopted an erroneous 
method of computing the per-centage, which made my result fal 
considerably short of the reality: this estimate, enormous as 
it is, 1 might have still fmther augmented, for 1 fincl (as statecl 
in note, page 61) that the annual Mohammedan export from 
the Eastern coast is now ascertainecl to amount to 50,000, being 
20,000 more than I hacl rated it; ;nd as we assume an equal 
number perísh in the seizure, march, and detention, 40,000 might 
fairly be added to the amount above fixed. But enollgh, anel 
more than enongh, has been provecl to establish my argu-
ment. 

p 
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vouring to extinguish the traffic, it has actually 
doubled in amount. 

ln the debate of 2d April, 1792, Mr. Fox ratcd 
the Slave Trade at 80,000 annually : he says, " I 
think the least disreputable way of accounting for 
the supply of slaves, is to represent them as having 
been convicted of crimes by legal authority. What 
does the House t.hink is the whole number of these 
convicts exported annually from Africa? 80,000." 
ln the sarne debate Mr. Pitt observed, "I know of 
no evil that ever has existed, nor can imagine any 
evil to exist, worse than the temfog of 80,000 per-
sons annually from their native land, by a combina-
tion of the most civilised nations in the rnost enlight-
ened quarter of the globe." The late Zachary Ma-
caulay, than _ whom the African has had no better 
friend, tolcl me a few days before bis death, that 
upon the most accurate investigation he was al.Jle to 
make as to the extent of the Slave Trade, he had 
cçime to the conclusion that it was 70,000 annually, 
fifty years ago. Twenty years ago the African Insti-
tution reported to the Duke of W ellington that it 
was 70,000. °"'r e will assume, then, that the num-
ber at the commencement of the discussion was 
70,000 negroes annually transported from Africa. 
There is evidence before the Parliarnentary Com-
rnittees to show that about one-third was for the · 
British islands, anel one-third for St. Domingo : 
so that, strictly speaking, if the Slave Trade of other 
countries had been stationary, they ought only at the 
utmost to import __ 25,000; but 1 have already proved 
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that the number annually landed in Cuba and Brazil, 
&e., 1s 150,000, being more than double the whole 
draught upon Africa, including the countries w here 
it had ceased when the Slave Trade controversy 
began. Twice as many human beings are now its 
victims as when Wilberforce anel Clarkson entered 
upon their noble task; and each individual of this 
increased number, in addition to the horrors which 
1'Vere endured in former times, has to suffer from 
being cribbed up in a narrower space, and on board 
a vessel, where accommodation is sacrificed to speed. 
Painful as this is, it becomes still more distressing 
if it shall appear that our present system has not 
failed by mischance, from want of energy, or from 
want of expenditure, but that the system itself is er-
roneous, anel rnust necessarily be attended with dis-
appointm~nt. 

Hitherto we have effected no other change than a 
change in the Bag uncler which the tracle is carriecl 
on. It wns statecl by our ambassaclor at Paris, to the 
French minister, in 1824 (I speak from memory), 
that the French f1ag covered the villains of all nations. 
For some years afterwards the Spanish fiag was gene-
rally used. Now, Portugal sells her f1ag, and the 
greater part of the tracle is carried on uncler it. Her 
governors opeh1y sell, at a fixed price, the use of 
Portuguese papers and fiags. 

So grave an accusation ought not to be made 
without stating some of the authOl'ities on which it 
is grounded. ln a Parliamentary paper on the 

p 2 
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subject of the ' Slave Trade, presented rn 1823, Sir 
Charles l\1'Carthy stàtes in his letter of the 19th 
J une 1822, * that " the case of the ' Conde de Villa 
Flor,' seized near Bissao, fully establishes that 
Signor Andrade, the governor, hael shipped a number 
of slaves on his own accountY Sir Charles further 
states that " he received repeated reports of the 
governors of Bissao anel Cacheo having full car-
goes of slaves in irons ready for all purchasers ; anel 
that the traffic is carried on openly at the Cape de 
Vercl Islands, St. 'fhornas, anel Prince's." This . 
statement is confirmeel by " Lieutenant Hagan, of 
.Her Majesty's brig Thistle, who informed hirn that 
the traffic in slaves was carrieel on at Bissao anel 
Cacheo in the most open rnanner, under the sanctio'n 
of the governor, the latter of wl10m is the principal · 
dealer in slaves." 

The practice of 1822· has continued to the present 
time. On the 3cl March, 1838, Lord Palmcrston, · 
in a spiriteel note, states to the Portuguese lVIinister, 
" that the Portuguese flag is lent, with the conniv-
ance of Portuguese authorities, to serve as a p1.'otec-
tion for all the miscreants of every other nation in 
the world, who may choose to engage in such base 
pursuits."t 

'"fhe charge thus macle extends only t_o the lending 
- of the flag of Portugal : it might have gone farther. 

ln an enc]osure in a letter from Lord Palmerston to 
* Papers, Slave Trade, llth July, 1823. 

t Class B. (Furt~er Series), 1837, p. 29., presented 1838. 
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ou1· Ambassador at Lísbon, dated 30th April, 1838, 
it appears that " the Governor · of Angola has esta-
blished an impost or fee of 700,000 reis to be paicl 
to him for every vessel which embarks slaves from 
_thence, it being understood that upon payment of 
the above·-mentionecl sum, no impediment to the 
illicit trade shall be interposed by the governor, nor 
any further risk be incurred by the persons engaged 
in the tracle."* Nor is this ali. ln the sarne clocu-
ment we find that the governor, not content with 
lending anel letting out the flag of Portugal, has set 
up as a slave-trader himself; "sending from Angola, 
for his own account, a shipment of slaves, sixty in 
number, which he has consigned to a notorious slave-
dealer of the name of Vicente, at Rio de Janeiro."t 

It is very truly added, that these violations of the 
treaties-" form but a small portion of the offences of 
this kincl constantly committed by Portuguese sub-
j ects, both in anel out of authority."t 

'~hen Portugal shall have beeri persuaded or 
compellecl to desist from this insulting violation of 
treaty, it is but too probable that Brazil will step 
into her place. vV e find it stated in .a despatch from 

* Class B. (Further Series), 1837, }J· 35. ·1· Ibid. 
! It appears from the last Parliamentary papers, that " the 

Diligente was captured by the Brisk while under Portuguese co-
lours, anel furnished with Portuguese papers, from the Portuguese 
Consnl-General at Cacliz, who, ín this instance, seems to have 
been at uo pains to conceal the disgraceful part which he took. "-
Class A. (Further Series), 1838-9, p. 11. 
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Her Majesty's Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro to 
Lord Palmerston, of date the l 7th November, 1837,* 
that " The change in the Brazilian Governmeut 
which took place on the 19th September has had 
this important conseq uence in respect to the Slave 
Trade, that vdüle the late Government appeared to 
wish to put elown the traffic, as matter of principle, 
anel of compact with Great Britain, the present Go-
vernment, as far as it is represented by Seí'í~r Vas-
concellos (Minister of Justice, anel provisionally 
Minister for the em pire), has proclaimed the traffic 
to be ü1dispensable to the country; has released those 
concerned in it who were under prosecution; anel set at 
nought the engagement with Great Britain on this 
head." Anel the British Consul at Pernambuco 
writes to Lord Palmerston, of date 15th February, 
1838, " The edito< of ,._the Jornal do Cornmercio 
declares, that this important subject has already 
passed the Senate, anel that there is every probability 
it will be made law in the next Session of the Legis-
lature, to annul the enactment of 17th November, 
1831, which prohibits the Slave Trade in Brazil 
under severe penalties."t When Brazil shall be 
induced to surrender the traffic, it is not in~probable 
that it will be transferred to Buenos Ayres, or one 
of the rnany rernaining flags of South America : then 
to Texas; anel when we shall have dealt with all 
these, anel shall have wrung from them à. reluctant 

* Class A. (Further Series), 1837, p. 80. 
t Class B. (Further Series), 1837, p. 54. 
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engagement to renounce the iniquity, we shall still 
have to deal with the U nited States of North 
America. 

Ho1V long, it may be asked, will it take before we 
have succeedecl in gaining from the whole worlcl a 
concurrence in the provisions of the existing treaty 
with Spain ? We began our negotiations with Por-
tugal about thirty years ago; anel in what state are 
they now ? By a despatch from Lord Howard de 
vValden, our ambassador at Lisbon, to Lord Palmer-
ston: of date 25th February, 1838, we are informed 
that Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, the Portuguese 
minister, having been urged to proceed with the ne-
gotiations, replied, " That he would elo so as soon as 
he had settlecl a treaty with Spain f~r the navigation 
of the Douro, the negotiation of which occupied his 
whole time."* 

To touch upon one only of the many clifficulties 
which lie in the way of a universal confecleracy for 
putting clown the Slave Trade, 1 ask, how shall we 
get the consent of North America to the article 
yielding the right of search ? She has told us, in 
the most peremptory terms, that she will never assent 
to it; anel it shoulcl ue remembered that this confe-
deracy must either be universally binding or it is of 
no avail. lt will avail us little that ninety-nine 
doors are closecl, if one remains open. 'T'o that 
one outlet the whole Slav~ Trade of Africa will 
rush. 

* Class B. (Further Series), 1837, p. 30. 
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Does auy one suppose that even in the space of 
half a century we shall have arrived at one universal 
combination of all countries for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade? And a delay of fifty years, at 
th~ present rate of the traffic, implies, at tbe very 
least, the slaughter of eleven millions of mankincl. 

But let us suppose this comuination to have been 
effectecl, and that all nations consent to the four 
leading articles of the Spanish Treaty. "\Vhen that 
is done, .it will be unavailing. 

ln the first place, cluring the three years which 
have elapsecl since the treaty with Spain, the Slave 
Trade has been carried on by the Spaniarcls, at least 
to as great an extei;-t as formerly. On the, 2d Ja-
nuary, 1836, the Commissioners at Sierra Leone say, 
" rrhere is nothing in the experience of the past year 
to show that the Slave Trade with Spain has, in any 
degree, diminished. "* 

The Commissioners at the H avana say, " Never 
has the Slave Trade at the Havana reached such a 
disgraceful pitch as cluring the year 1835."t I 

* Class A. 1835, p. 9. 
t Ibid. p. 206. On the 19th January, 1839, Her Majesty's 

Commissioners thus addressed the Captain-General of Cuba: ""\V e 
regret to feel it a cluty incumbent upon us to cal! your Excellency's 
attention to the alarmingly increa~ing irnportation of Bozal negroes 
into this island ;" and on the 20th Feh. l 839, they reported to 
Lord Palmerston " that there continues every appearance of the 
trade being persevered in with the sarne vigour as during the past 
year." Anel on the 20fü M arch follo"'ing, they state that " there 
is every appearance of its being still further extended."-Class A. 
(Further Series), 1838-9, pp. 115, 119, 121. 
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coulcl corroborate this staternent, that there is no 
climinution in the Spanish Slave Tracle, by a variety 
of letters. One gentlernan, upon whose sources of 
information anel accuracy I can entirely rely; says, in 
a letter datecl September, Ie36, "Th~ Slave Tracle, 
which was thought to be clead here sorne years ago, 
has still a mighty being, anel stalks over the islancl 
ín all its pristine audacity." Another, of date 
November, 1836, says, " Article First of the late 
'l\·eaty betwe~n Englancl anel Spain states, ' The 
Slave Tracle is hereby declared, on the part of Spain, 
to be henceforward totally anel finally abolished in 
all parts of the world.' ln answer to this, we assert 
that tlrn Slave Tracle carrie.cl on by the Spaniarcls is 
more brisk than ever. In December, 1836, a gentle-
man, detained a month at St .. J ago de Cuba, wit-
nessed the arrival of five slave cargoes from Africa.'' 

But it may be saicl that this arises from the facility 
with which the Portuguese flag is obtainecl, anel that 
when Portugal, anel all other powers, shall bave con-
sentecl- to the Spanish Treaty, this rnocle of evasion 
will ha·ve ceasecl. It is perfectly true that the Por-
tuguese flag is obtainecl with the greatest facility at 
a very moderate price. AL the Cape de Verd Islands, 
at the River Cacheo, at St. Thomas's, at Prince's, anel 
at Angola, the Portuguese flag may l)e easily and 
cheaply purchased. But notwithstancling, we find 
by the last parliarnentary papers, that out of the 
twenty-seven vessels condemned at Sierra Leone, 
eight were under _ the Spanish fiag ; anel of the 
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seventy-two vessels which lef~ the port of Havana 
for the coast of Africa, in 1837, no fewer than nine-
teen at least were Spanish.* The slave-traclers 
surely clid not think that the Spanish Treaty was a 
death-blow to the tracle, or they would not have neg-
lected the precaution of purchasing, at a very easy 
price, the protection a:ffordecl by the flag of Portugal. 

They have their choice of the Spanish flag, attenclecl 
by all the dangers supposed to arise from the Spanish 
Treaty, or the Portuguese flag, which is not liable 
to these qangers; anel, for the sake of saving a very 
trivial sum, they prefer the former.t 

* Class A. (Fur~her Series), 183'7, p. 68. 
't The Commissioners at Sierra Leone, ofdate 12th Xov., 1838, 

make the following observation :-" We have before allucleel to 
the practice aclopteel by Cuba vessels, of carrying both Portuguese 
anel _Spanish IJapers, the former of which are macle use of when 
they are boardeel anel searchecl by Her Majesty's cruizers-and 
with the latter they clear out from Havana, anel again re-enter 
that port in ballast."-Class A. (Further Series), 1838-9, p. 68.-
I observe in the sarne papers a curious description of tbe changes 
of names anel fl.ags wbich take place in the trade. ln Feb., 1833, 
the French ship " Paquebot Borelelais" became the Spanish 
"Europa;" uneler this name she maele a number of voyages till Sept., 
1834, when she became the Spanish ship " Alerta," uneler which 
name she saileel for Africa. ln Feb., 1836, she returnecl, anel, as 
the " Europa," again saileel for Africa, returning as the Portu-
guese " Duquesa eli Braganza" in· J anuary, 183'7. She subse-
quently became the S1mnish ship " Provisional," after which, be-
ing too olcl for the African traele, the plan of buileling a new ves-
sel to navigate uneler her papers was formed, anel with them the 
American ship Venus became the Portuguese " Duquesa eli Bra-
ganza."-Class B (Further Series), p. 32, 1839. See note, p. 43· 
"The Venus." 
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But there is another mode of measuring the im-
portance which the slave-traclers attach to the Spa-
nish Treaty. Th( Cornmissioners, in their Report 
of 1836, after stating that the first effect of the 
treaty was to arrest the Slave Tracle, add, that this 
alarm soon wore away, anel " now the only visible -
effect of the reportecl ,new treaty is an increased rate 
of premi um out anel home, with an augmenteel price 
of negroes."" 

The Spanish Treaty has been for some time a 
topic of continual congratulation and cornplacency ; 

. anel there are many who think that if we coulel but 
inclllce Portugal anel other countries to follow the 
example of Spain, there woulcl be an end of the 
Slave Trade. A case occurs in the _ papers pre-
senteel to Parliament in 1838, vvhich throws a 
strong light on the i·eal efficacy of the Spanish 
~rreaty ; anel, though 1 can give but a scanty out-
line of it here, it eleserves particular attention. The 
Vencedora, a Spanish vessel, officered by Spania·rds, 
having lately returned from a traeling voyage to 
Africa, carne into the port of Cacliz, bounel for Porto 
Rico. At Caeliz she·took in forty-nine passengers, 
anel proceeclecl on her way. The passengers suffered 
consiclerable annoyance frorn the effiuvia proceecling 
from the lower parts of the ship. By this, anel by 
other circumstances, some vague suspicion seems to 
have been engenderecl. Leaving Porto Rico, the 
vessel proceedeel towards Cuba; on her way thither 

* Class A. 1835, p. 207. 
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she fell in vvith the Ringdove, Captaín Nixon. - The 
i.:aptain of the Vencedora denied that he had negroes 
on board ; but the mate of the Ringdove insistecl ón 
pursuing his search, anel in the forepeak of the ves-
sel, closecl up from light or air, were found twenty-
six negroes :* "most of them were young, from ten 
years old upwards:" 

They could not speak one word of Spanish, unless 
it be true, which the Spanish witnesses labour hard 
to prove, that one of them was once heard 1.o use the 
word " Sefíor." From tl~ese circumstances, from the 
stench perceived by the passengers after leaving Ca-
diz; from the fact of three iron coppers being found, 
anel large quantities of rice anel Indian com having 
daily been dressed in them; · from the care taken to 
debar the passengers from all access to those parts 
of the ship where they were found; anel from. the 
testimony, through an interpreter, of the negroes 
themselves, " who alJ eleclared, most solemnly, that 
they hacl never been in another vesse1, anel swore to 
it) after the manner of their country ;" from all these 
circumstances it is clear (however incredible the atro-
city) that these wretches had been shipped at Congo, 
in Africa, hacl been carried across the Atlantic to 
Cadiz, again across the Atlantic to Porto Rico, anel 
were, when taken, in the progress of a third voyage. 

* They appeared to be of recent importation, had no other 
clothing than a piece of cloth tiecl round their loins, their heads 
were shaven, anel some of them were in a sad state of emaciation. 
Class A. 1837, p. 40. 
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No record exists of the number originally shipped, 
nor of those who were so happy as to perish by the 
way, nor of the extent of misery undergone by those 
who enelureel a voyage from Africa . to Europe, anel 
from Europe to America, of not less than 6000 rniles, 
pining in their narrow, loathsome, anel sultry prison, 
for want of air, anel light, anel water . ..,.fhese particu-
lars will never be known in this world; but who will 
deny that the English captain is justifiecl in calling 
it a case .:of " utter barbarity ?" He rnight have 
added, of " utter perfidy." ln a private letter, 
he says, - " 'l'he Vencedora took her wretchecl 
cargo round by Cadiz ( can you conceive such bar-
barity ?), and there got armed with government au-
thority as a packet, wearing the royal colours and 
penclant: they (the slavers) will be 1iberated, anel 
I may be prosecuted." 'fhe fact of her having 
slaves on board must have been kuown to the cus-
tom-house authorities at Cadiz. 

Hovvever, thanks to the Spanish 'l'reaty, the ship 
is capturccl at last, anel the Spanish authorities will 
be, of course, as eager as ourselves to punish the 
villain w ho has thus elefiecl her decrees. Captain 
Nixon took bis prize to the Havana, anel she was 
triecl before the .Mixeel Cornmission Court. 'l'he 
captain of- the slaver set up the impudent clefence-
First, that these naked, filthy, shaven, emaciated 
creatures were " pas~engers," anel, next, that they 
were " parcels of goods from Porto Rico." 

The court, by the castjng vote of the Spanish um-
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pire,found this false and flimsy pretext valid, acquitted 
the slaver, restored the vessel, and condemned the 
innocent negroes to slavery, while Captain Nixon is 
exposed to heavy damages for doing his duty' !* The 
captain of the Vencedora is triumphant, and, in a 
complaint which he made relating to certain articles 
which, as he alleges, are missing, closes the scene by a 
high-flówn address to the court, on " the faith of 
treaties," " the sacreel rights of property anel national 
decorum," anel "the outraged honour of the respected 
flag of England !" 

Worse than all is the fact that this case has been 
taken as a prececlent, anel alreacly another vessel, the 
Vigilante, has been liberated on the strength of this 
decision. 

Hael I fabricated ~ case to show the perfiely of the 
Spanish authorities, anel the barefaceel evasions which 
are sufficient, in Lord Palmerston's wqrds, ''to reduce 
the treaty to mere waste paper," I could scarcely have 
p:·oeluced one so much to the purpose.t 

* It appears that Captain Nixon was sentenced to pay 600l. for 
detaining the Vencedora. Class A. 1838-9, p. 95. 

"J- Her Majesty's judge at Havana, of date 2nd July, 1838, 
thus addresses Lord Palmerston :-" I have reason to believe that 
the system has been carried on to a very great extent of making 
Porto Rico a depôt for slaves, anel thence smuggling them into 
the Havana, in smaller vessels ; and the Commissioners at Havana, 
of date 2lst April, 1838, say that in this way " an extensive anel 
increasing trade appears to be carried on, which, unless checked, 
rnay probably counteract: all our 1efforts for the suppression of this 
unhappy traffic." Class A. 1838-9, pp. 113-95. 
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I am compelled to go further. It may be pre-
tended that it was only by accident that the slaver, 
while she remained at Cadí.z, escaped the vigilance 
of the custom-house officers, anel by a second fortu-
nate accident that she obtained permission to bear 
the royal pendant; but ~an it also be ascribecl to acci-
dent that the two persons selected by the Spanish 
Government as commissioner and arbitrator shoulcl 
have acted throughout as if their proper business was 
to qefend the slave-trader, and defeat the treaty? It 
would seem that, while hardly any evidence is strong 
enough to convict a slaver, no pretext is too miser-
able for his defence. For example, tbe Vencedora 
is declared to be " wrongfully detained," while the 
General Laborde, "a well-known and fully-equippecl 
slaver," is Jiberated "because the wife and children 
of the supercargo were on board."* 

I observe, in a despatch from Her Majesty's judge 
to Lord Palmerston, of date 17th August, 1838, that 
he says, in speaking of the conduct of the Captain-
general, " lt is irnpossible to come to any other con-
clusion than that his Excellency is prepared to lend 
the shelter of bis authority to the traffic as much as 
any of his predecessors ;" and he allucles to the '' fees 
and perquisites" received by the Spanish authorities 
as the real hinclrance to the cliscontinuance of the 
trade:j-

Upon the whole, I can arrive at no other conclu-
* ClassA. 1837, p. 91. 
t Class A. 1838-9, p. 119. 
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sion than that the Spanish Treaty, as interpreted by 
the Spanish judges, is an_ impudent fraud; anel that 
those who shall be creclulous enough to rely upon it 
for the foll attainment of our object will be fatally 
deceived. 

Thus, then, stands the argument : we shall never 
obtain the concurrence of all the powers to the pro-
visions of the Spanish Treaty; anel if we get it, ·we 
shall find it not worth having. But even assuming 
that those insurmountable obstacles have be~n over-
come, anel that the Spanish Treaty, improved and 
rendered more stringent, becomes the law of the 
civilised world : it wil1 still appeae that this treaty 
will not accornplish our ob.fect. Another step must 
be taken; anel the next step will be to make slave-
trading PmACY, punishable with death. 

Once more~ then, we shall have to tread the tedious 
round of negotiation. 'l'o say nothing of the clifficulty 
we shall fi.nd in imlucing Portugal to adopt the 
greater rneasure,, when she has so long refosecl to 
take the minor step ; anel nothin'g of the clifficulty 
of persuading Brazil to aclvance, when she has 
exhibitecl unequivocal symptoms of a disposition 
to retreat; nor of the reluctance of Spain (who 
'thinks she has concedecl too much) to make sti'll 
further concessions- to say nothing of all these, 
France stand s in our way. She has cleclared that, 
by her constitution, it cannot be made piracy. 

I am afraid that there is not the remotest probabi-
lity of inclucing a11 nations to concnr in so strong a 
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measure as that of stigmatising th~ Sla.ve~ Trade as 
p1racy. 

But we will suppose all these difficulties removed; 
a victory, in imagination, has been obtained over the 
pride of North America, the cupidity of Portugal, the 
lawlessness of Texas, anel the constitution of France. 
Let _it be granted that the Spanish Treaty, with an 
article for piracy, has become universa,l. I maintain 
that the Slave Trade, even then, will not be put down. 
Three nations have already triecl tlie experiment 
of declaring the Slave Tracle to be piracy-Brazil, 
N orth America, and England. Brazilian subjeCts, 
from the time of passing the law, have been conti-
nually engagecl in the Slave Trade; indeed we are 
informecl that the ,,.vhole population of certain dis-
tricts are concerned in it, and nvt one has sutfered 
under the law of piracy. ln 1820, a law was passed 
by the legislature of North America, declaring that 
if any citizen of that country shall he engagecl in the 
Slave Trade, " such citizen or person shaJl be ad-
judged a pirate, and on conviction thereot~ before the 
Cii-cuit Court of the U nitecl States, shall suffer 
death." It will not be clenied that American citizens 
have been largely engaged in the traffic; but I have 
yet to learn that even one capital conviction has taken 
place dmiug the eighteen years that _have elapsed 
since the law was passed.* 

'* Major M'Gregor has statecl, in the letter to which I have be-
fore referred, that a vessel, with 160 Africans on board, hacl becn 
wreckecl at the Bahamas; antl he says, "This pretenclecl Portu-

Q 
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Great Britain furnishes a still more striking illus-
trntion o( the ineffi.cacy of such a law. For teri years 
the Slave Trade prevailed at the Mauritius, to use 
the words of Captain lVIoresby before the Committee 
of the House of Commons, " as plain as the sun at 
noonday." . l\fany were taken in the very act, and 
yet no conviction, 1 believe, took place. With these 
examples before me, 1 arn not so sanguine as sorne 
other gentlemen appear to be, as to the efficacy of a 
law declaring the Slave Trade piracy, even if it were 
universally adopted. 1 fear that such a law woulcl be 
a deacl letter, unless, at all events, we had the bonâ 
fide anel cordial co-operation of the colonists.* 
we abJe to obtain this in our own dominions? 

Were 
Our 

naval officers acted ~with their usual energy, on the 
coast of the Mauritius. When General Hall was 
governor there, anel when Mr. Edward Byarn was the 
head of the police, everything possible was clone to 
suppress the traffi.c, anel to bring the criminals to 
justice. No persons could act with more meritorious 
fidelity ( and, 1 grieve to say, poorly have they been 

guese vessel was fitted out at Baltimore, United States, having 
been formerly a pilot-boat, called the Washington. The super-
cargo was an American citizen from Baltimore." See also the 
Report ofthe Commissioners, Class B. 1837, p. J25. 

* How far we are from having this co-opera~on, appears from 
the following :-Lord Palmerst_on, of date 13th J une, 1838, says 
to Sir G. Villiers, that " No reliance can be placed upon any of 
the suborrlinate authorities of the Spanish Government, either in 
the colonies, or even in Spain itself, for the due execution of the 
laws of Spain and of the treat ies for suppression of the Slave 
Trade." Class B. 1839, p. 22. J 
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rewarded by the Home Government): it became, 
however, but too eviclent that the law was unavailing. 
The populace woulcl not betray the slave-tracler, the 
agent of the police woulcl not seize him; if capturecl 
by our officers, the prisons would not hold him, and 
the courts woulcl not convict him. General Hall was 
obligecl to resort to the strong expeelient of seneling 
offenelers of this kinel to Englanel, for trial at the Olcl 
Bailey, on the ground that no conviction coulel be 
obtained on the island. It is clear, then, that the 
law making Slave Traele piracy will be unavailing, 
without you obtain the concurrence of the colonists 
in Cuba and Brazil; anel who isso extravagant as to 
indulge the hope that this will ever be attaineel? 

But now I will make a supposition, still more 
Utopian than any of the preceding. All nations 
shall have accedeel to the Spanish Treaty, anel that 
treaty shall be rendered more effective. 'rhey shall 
have linked to it the article of piracy ; the who1e 
shall have been clenched, by the cordial coneurrence 
of the authorities ,''at home, anel the populace in the 
colonies. With all this, we shall be once more 
defeated anel baffiecl by contraband trade. 

The power which will overcome our efforts i& the 
extra01·dinm·y p1·ofit of the slave-tracler. It is, I be-
lieve, an axiom at the Custom-house, that no illicit 
trade can be suppressed, where the profits exceed 
30 per _eent. 

I will prove 
are nearly five 

that the profits of the slave-tradâ 
times that amount. " Of the enor-

Q 2 
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mous profits of the Slave Trade," says Commissioner 
1\facleay, " the most correct idea will be formed by 
taking an example. ~rhe last vessel condemncd hy 
the l\1ixed Commission "·as the Firm." Hc gives 
the cost of-

Her cargo 
Provisions, arnmunition, 

wear and tear, &c. 
"\iVages 

Dollars. 
28,000 

10,600 
13,400 

Total expense 52,000 
Total product 145,000* 

There >·iras ~ clear profit on the human cargo of 
this vessel of 18,6001., or just 180 per cent. A 
still more striking case is / ihat of t11e Venus, 1vhose 
departure from Havana is thus noticecl by the Com-
missioncr, in his despatch of Aug. 22, 1838 :-" The 
Venus is destined for Mozambique, a,nd is arranged 
to bring as many as 1,000 negrocs, in which case, it 
is said, she woulcl clear to the speculators from 
100,000 to 200,000 dollars, her cost price · being 
estimatecl at 50,000, apcl the expenses of cargo anel 
slaves at another 50,000 clollars." Her return is 
thus noticcd in a private letter, dated Havana, .fan. 
24, 1839 :-" The Venus is at this moment in the , 
port, having ]andecl upwards of 850 s]nves on thc 
coast a fe.,,v miles south of Havana-she was intcnded 

* P,1rl._Paper, No. 381, p. 37. 



FAILURE OF EFFOHTS, ETC. :223 

to carry 1,000, but the :approach of some cnusers 
determined her captain to start without his comple-
ment." .My jnforrnant thus ca]culates the profits of 
the aclventure :-" The price of slaves at Havana is 
stated to Le 701. per liead for prime slaves; hut sup-
posing the cnrgo of the Venus <licl not entirely consist 
of prime slaves, anel that the average value clicl uot 
exceed 501., 

850 slaves, at 501. each 
Allowing for expenses 

of voyage 
Cost of 850 slaves on 

the coast at4l. per hd. 

Net prolit 

;f2,500 

3,400 

!42,500 

5,900 

i'.36,600" 

Will any one who knows the state of Cu1Jr1 ·anel 
Brazil pretencl that this is not enough to ::;hut the 
mouth of the informer, to arrest thc arm of the police, 
to hlincl the eyes of the magistqltes, and to open the 
<loors of the prison? 

Lord Howard de YValden, in a despatch to tl1e 
Duke of \Vellington, datecl 26th Fcbruary, 18 5, 
speaks of a vessel j ust about to sail from that port 
(Lisbon), 011 a slave-trn:ding voyage. It shows the 
kincl of reliance which we are j u. tifi ed in placing on 
the professions of that country, pledgecl twenty years 
ago ", to co-operate with Ris Britannic Majcsty in 
the cause of humanity anel ju tice," anel " __ to exteml 
the hlessings of peaceful inclustry ancl_irrnocent_com-
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merce to Africa ;" when, in her own capital, under 
the guns of her own forts, in the face of day, and 
before the eyes of our ambassador, . a vessel is per-
mitted, without molestation, to embark in the Slave 
Trade ; but it also exhibits the prodigious gains of 
the man-merchant. 

Lord Howard de Walden says, " The subject of 
her departure and destination have become quite no-
torious, and the sum expected to be cleared by 
the parties concerned in the enterprise is put at 
40,000l."* 

Mr. Maclean (Governor at Cape Coast Castle), in 
a letter acldressed to me, in May, 1838, ~ays, " A 
prime slave on ,that part of the coast with which I 

* Class B. 1836, p. 27. The Commisioners at Havana, of date 
18th Sept., 1838, say to Lord Palmerston,- " The 'General Espar-
tero' has made, it is said, a remarkably successful voyage, so that 
the owner has cleared by the speculation upwards of 70,000 dol-
lars ;" and of date Jan. 19, 1839, they say-" With regard to the 
ship 'Venus,' otherwise 'Duquesa di Braganza,' we should state 
that the original cost, we understand, was 30,000 dollars; and 
that the fitting-out and expenses of every kind for the voyage, 
including the value of the return cargo, was estimated at 60,000 
more, say altogether 100,000 dollars. The number of negroes 
brought back, as has been before statecl, was 860, anel they are 
said to have been sold at 340 dollars per head, producing the 
sum of nearly 300,000 dollars, of which, therefore, two-thircls 
was net profit. So long as such retums can be eJfected, we fear 
that no efforts whatever will be effectual in suppressing the traffic, 
anel certainly not while the dealers have only to meet such a system 
of corruption as pervades every department of the government of 
fhe island."-ülass A. (Further Series,) 1838-9. p. 109. <?~'.::;".'] 
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have most knowledge, costs about 50 dollars in goods, 
or about from 25 to 30 dollars in money, including 
prime cost anel charges : the sarne slave will sell in 
Cuba for 350 dollars readily; but from this large 
profit must be deductecl freight, insurance, commis-
sion, cost of feeding cluring the middle passage, and 
incidental charges, which will recluce the net profit 
to, I should say, 200 dollars on each prime slave ; 
anel this must be still further reduced, to make up for 
casualties, to, perhaps, 150 dollars per head." 

It is remaTkable that this calculation by Mr. Mac-
lean almost exactly corresponds with that stated by 
the Sierra Leone Commissioners, giving for the out-
lay of 100 dollars a return of 280 dollars. 

Once more, then, I must declare my conviction 
that the 'frade will never be suppressed by the 
system hitherto pursued.* You will be defeatecl hy 
its enormous gains. Y ou may throw impediments in 
the way of these miscreants; you may augment their 
peril; you may reduce their profits; but enough, 
anel more than enough, will remain to baffie all your 
efforts. 

* Mr. Maclean, in a letter dated 16th October, 1838, says, 
"My neighbour (as l may call him), De Souza, at Whydah, still 
carries on an extensive Slave Trade; judging by the great num-
ber of vessels consigned to hirn, he must ship a vast number of 
slaves annually. He declares, and with truth, that all the slave 
treaties signed during the last 25 years have never caused him to 
export one slave fewer than he would have done otherwise." 
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CHAPTER IV. : 

SUPERSTlTlONS AND CRUELTlES OF THE AFlUCANS. 

'l'HE_ vast amount of human suffering, and the waste 
of human life, which I have clescribed, form, after 
all, but a part of the evil ; anel there remains a still 
more dreadful feature in the condition of Africa :-
the Slave 'frade stands a:S a barrier, excluding every-
tliing which can soften, or enlighten, or civi lize, 
or elevate the people of that vast continent. lt sup-
presses all other trade; creates endless insecurity, 
l.::indles perpetual war, banishes commerce, lrnow-
ledge, social improvement, and, above all, Christi-
anity, frorn one q uarter of the globe, and from a 
hundred millions of mankind. 

The Slave 'frade is the great cause of the depo-
pulation anel degradation of Africa, not merely from 
its keeping the people in a state of disorganization, 
but from its poisoning the whole policy of the coun-
try. Direct discouragement is thrown upon agri-
culture. A slave-dealing chief, who neglects his 
own plantation, will not suffer his subjects to acquire 
wealth from independent sources, and the quantity 
of ]anel which any one is pennittecl to plant is 
therefore narrowly limited. It appears to them to 
be their present interest to encourage the slave 
tracler at thc expeme of the honest merchant, anel 
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the latter .is kept waiting for weeks, while a slaver 
is getting her cargo. 

It is not very easy tomake out an accurate account 
of the condition of Africa previously to the com-
merce in slaves, because Europeans hacl then so 
little intercourse with that country. ' Some proofs, 
however, exist, that it was in a more flourisl{ing 
state than we find it to lie. lt is remarkable that the 
geographers Nuliiensis in the 12th century, anel Leo 
Africanus in the l6th,* state that, in their time, the 
people between t11e Senegal anel Gambia never made 
war on each other, but employecl themselve~ in keep-
ing their herds, or in tifüng the ground. \Vhen 
Sir J. Hawkins visited Africa in 1562-7, with 
intent to seize the people (a practice i.vhich hacl been 
strongly reprobatecl by Queen Elizabeth), he found 
the land well cultivated, bearing plenty of grafo anel 
fruit, anel the towns "prettily" laicl out. 

Bosman, about 1700, writes that it vvas the early 
European settlers who first sowed clissensions among 
the nati\1es of Africa, for the sake of purchasing theií· 
prisoners of Yvar. Benezet quotes vVm. Smith, who 
was sent by the African Company, in 1726, to visit 
their settlements, anel who stated, from the testimony 
of a factor who had lived ten years in the country, 
that the discerning natives accounted it their great-
est unhappiness ever to have been visited by Euro-
peans. 

Dupuis, in his journe)' up to Coomassie, in 1819, 
1 * Quoted by Benezet, p. 43. 
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gives the following description of the country then 
recently laid waste by the King of Ashantee : '~
" .From the Praa, southward, the progress of the 
sword down to the margin of the sea may be traced 
by mouldering ruins, desolated plantations, anel 
osseous relics; such are the traits of negro ferocity. 
'l'he inhabitants, whether Assins or .Fantees, whose 
youth anel beauty exempted them from slaughter on 
the spot, were only reserved to grace a triumph 
in the metropolis of their conquerors, where they 
were again subject to a scrutiny, which finally 
awardecl the destiny of sacrifice or bondage ; few or 
none being left behincl to mourn over their slaugh-
tered friends, or the catastrophe of their unhappy 
country." 

Traces are yet to be seen of cultivation which has 
once existed. Thus Ashmun, after a voyage which 
he made in 1822, for 200 miles to the sonth-east-
ward from Cape Montserado, remarks;!· - " One 
century ago a great part of this line of coast was 
populous, cleareel of trees, anel under cultivation : it 
is now covereel with a dense anel almost continuous 
forest. This is almost wholly a second growth, com-
monly distinguished from the original by the pro-
fusion of brambles anel brushwood which abounds 
among the larger trees, anel renders the woods en-
tirely impervious, even to the natives, until opene<l 
by the bill-hook." 

* Dupuis, "J ournal of a Residence in Ashantee," p. 33. 
t "Life of Ashmun," p. 141. 
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Speaking of the St. Paul's, he says, * " Along this 
beautifol river were formerly scattered, in Africa's 
better days, inumerable native hamlets ; anel, until 
within the last 20 years, nearly the whole river-bord, 
for one or two míles back, was under that slight 
cultivation which obtains among the natives of this 
country. But the population has been wasted by the 
rage for trading in slaves, with which the constant 
presence of slaving vessels, and the introduction of 
foreign luxuries, has inspired them. The south bank 
of this river, anel all the intervening country, and the 
Montserado, have been from this cause nearly deso-
latecl of inhabitants." 

ln a letter which 1 have recently received from 
Mr. Clarkson, he observes that the country of Bif-
feche on the Senegal, which was once well inhabited, 
was, in a few years, entirely depopulated by the 
lVIoorish slave-hunters; anel Mr. Rendall, in his 
papers, draws a strong contrast between the state 
of a district enjoying security of person anel pro-
perty, and when under the terrors of a slave traele. 
He states that he was at St. Louis on the Senegal 
from 1813 to 1817. At that time the place was in 
the possession of the English, and the surrounding 
population were leel to believe that the Slave Trade 
was irrevocably abolisheel: they, in consequence, be-
took themselves to cultivating the land, anel every 
available piece of grounel was uneler tillage. The 
people passed from one village to another without 
arms anel without fear, anel everything wore an air 

* " Life of Ashmun," p. 233. 
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of contentment. .Mr. Renclall was there again after 
the place had been macle over to France, "anel then," 
he says, "the Slave Trade hacl revivecl in all its hor-
.rors; vessels were lying in the ri ver to recei ve car-
goes of human flesh; the country was laid waste, 
uot a vestige of cultivation was to be seen, anel no 
one dared to leave the limits of his village without 
the rnost ample means of protection." 

One apology for the Slave Trade has been sug-
gestecl: that if there were not a market for the sale 
of the victims tbey 1rould be put to deatli. I am, 
however, about to show that the countries in which 
the Slave Trade chiefly prevails are precisely those 
in which human sacrifices are carriecl to the greatcst 
excess. 

It is possible, indeecl, that, on the fifst check to 
the Slave Trade, the barharous chiefs might be 
ternptecl to kill the captives who· vvere no longer 
saleable. The possibility shonlcl be viewed, in 
order that the evil may be guarded against Ly stipu-
lations in our treaties; but, in fact, it does not 
appear very likely that such a horrible consequence 
would ensue: it has not clone so in some instances 
witlt which we are acquainted. l\'fr. Butcher, the 
rnissionary, speaks, in 1811, of the captives being 
immediately sent to till the ground, on the occasion 
of the check put to the Slave Trade in the Rio 
Nunez ; * anel 1\Ir. l\fac brnir says, that the chiefs 
along the GamLia are now regretting the slaves 

. whom they huve formerly soJd, as they fincl tliat tlieir 
* Sixth Rep. Afr. Iust., App., p. 163. 



SUPETISTITIONS, ETC., OF THE AFRICANS. 231 

labour would be a source of greater wealth than the 
price received for their perso11s. But the most satis-
factory proof that such munlers are not inevitable, is 
the fact, that they cl_id not ensue in the English set-
tlements at the periocl of the abolition. The natives 
around Sierra Leone made up their quarrels, anel 
suspended their wars without outrage or bloodshecl.* 

There may be a danger of riveting the chains of 
domestic slavery, but there seems to be no great fear 
that, with reasonable precautions, any dreaclful 
massacre should occur. 

In the present state of things, lrnman lif e anel 
human suffering are very lightly regarded; anel so 
great are the cruelties anel abominations now perpc-
trated that even inj udicious interference could hanlly 
render the condition of Africa worse than it now is : 
-any change must be an improvement. Laird tells us 
tliat the inhabitants of the delta of the Niger were so 
demoralized anel degrade<l, that he could not have 
conceivecl such a people to exist, within a few miles 
of ports which British ships hacl frequentecl for a 
century:j- At Calebar, skulls were seen " kickecl 
about in every direction." Captain Fawckner, who 
was detained in Benin, in great distress in 1825, 
says, " near the palace of the King of Benin are 
severa} fetish places,j the clepositories of the usual 

* Rep. of Com. for Afr. Inst., p. 28. t Laird, p. 277. 
! The " fetish" is a word for any being or object supposed to 

possess supernatural power: It is appliecl therefore to the clemons 
whom the Pagans worship, anel to thc charms with which they 
protect themsel ves against their power. 
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objects of worship :" " many unfortunate slaves are 
sacrificed in front of these temples."* After reading 
this account of the sufferings of our countryman, 
whose vessel being stranded upon that coast was 
plundered, the crew made prisoners, and their lives 
only spared by a singular succession of favourab]e 
omens, it is curious to read in an author two cen-
turies earlier that the people of Benin " will not 
do injury to any, especially to strangers ;"t and 
that they were " a gentle, loving people ;" and to 
hear from Reynolds, that they found more sincere 
proofs of love and good will from the natives than 
from the Spaniards and Portuguese,j even though 
they had i:elieved the latter from the greatest misery 
such has been the change of 200 years ~ 

At Dahomey, Mr. Giraud says, he was at the 
King's fête in 1836, when " about 5 or 600 of his 
subjects were sacrificed for his recreation. Some 
were decapitated, and others were precipitated from 
a lofty fortress, and transfixecl on bayonets prepared 
to receive them; all this merely for amusement."§ 

The Ashantees, at the sarne time that they were 
vigorous slave-traders,11 were notorious for their 

* Fawclmer, pp. 83, 84. t Purchas's Africa, 1601. 
i Benezet's Account of Africa, p. 59. 
§ Colonization I-Ierald, J uly, 1837. 
li The Ashantee slave-trarlers are so numerous and notorious, 

that the people of Moronho, a town 16 or 17 days' journey from 
Coomassie, have no doors to their houses, _but enter _by a ladder 
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human sacrifices and bloody rites. Messrs. Bowditch, 
Tedlie, and Hutchinson,* were employed on a mission 
to Coomassie, the capital of Ashantee, in 1817: on 
their very first entrance into the city, while waiting 
in the street for leave to attend the King, Mr. Bow-
ditch says, '' Our attention was forced to a most 
inhuman spectacle, which they paraded before us for 
some minutes: it was a man whom they were tor-
menting previous to sacrifice. His hands were 
pinioned behind him, a knife was passed through 
his cheeks, to which his lips were noosed like the 
figure of 8 ; one ear was cut off and carried before 
him ; the other hung to his head by a small bit of 
skin; there were severa! gashes in his back, and a 
knife was thrust under each shoulder-blade; he was 
led with a cord passed through his nose, by men 
disfigured with immense caps of shaggy black skins, 
and drums beat before him."t 

Many slaves are killecl at their various " customs," 
(the rites practised on the cleath of individuals of any 
consideration :)! "the decease of a person is announcecl 
by a discharge of musketry proportioned to his rank, 

through the roof, as some security against their assaults. Bow-
ditch, p. 171. 

"' Whatever may have been the views of the few travellers who 
have visited Ashantee, and however our envoys may have differed 
with respect to the policy to be pursuetl towards it, they agree 
perfectly in describing it as the theatre of the most revolt:ing 
horrors. Thus Mr. Dupuis entirely confirms the account of Mr. 
Bowditch as to the scenes continually occurring. 

t Bowditch, p. 33. ! t Bowditch, p. 282. 
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or the wealth of his family. ln an instant you see 
a crowd of slaves lmrst from the house anel rim 
towarcls ihe bush, flattering themsel ves that the 
hindmost, or those surprised in the house, will 
fornish the human victims for sacrifice, jf they 
can lmt secrete thernselves till the custom is over." 
One or two slaves are then sacrificed at the door 
of the house. A scene of this kind took place 
at the death of the mother of one of the principal 

_ chiefs, Augm>t 2nd, 1817, of which Mr. Bowditch 
was an eye-witness, though it was considered by no 
rneans a great custom. * " V\T e ·walked," he says, "to 
Assafoo at twelve o' clock : the vultures w:ere hovel'ing 
rouncl two heaclless trunks scarcely col<l." rrhen 
carne troops of women, uttering clismal lamentations. 
" The crowcl was overbearing; horns, clrums, and 
rnuskets, yells anel screeches, invaclecl our hearing 
with as many horrors as were crowded on our sight. 
Now anel then .a victim was hurriecl by, generally at 
foll speed; the uncouth dress, anel the exulting coun-
teÍmnces of those who surroundecl them, likening 
them to as rnany fiends." He describes many other 
barbaric ceremonies ; finally, the clrums announced 
the sacrifice of the victims. t " The executioners 
wrangled anel strugglecl for the ofüce; anel the in-
clifference with which the first poor creature looked 
on, in the torture he was from the knife passed 
through his cheeks, was remarkable. The right 

* Bowditch, p.283. t Hutchínson, ín Bowclitch's Travels, p. 287. 
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haud of the victim was then lopped off, he was thrown 
down, and his head was sawed rather than cut off; it 
was cruelly prolonged, I will not say wilfully. Twelve 
more were dragged forward, lmt we forced our way 
through the crowd anel retired to our quarters. 
Other sacrifices, principally female, were maele in the 
bush where the body was buried. lt is usual to " wet 
the grave" with the blood of a freeman of respecta-
bility. All the retainers of the family being present, 
a slave from behind stuns one of these freemen with 
a violent blow, followed by a deep gash in the back 
part of the neck, and he is rollecl in on the top of 
the body of the deceased, anel the grave instantly 
filleel up. A sort of carnival, varieel by. firing, 
singing, drinking, anel dancing, was kept up in 
Assafoo for several clays, the chiefs generally visiting 
it every evening. 

On the death of a kiug, all the custom~ which have 
been made for the su~jects who ·have dieel during 
his reign, must be simultaneously repeated hy the 
families, ( the h uman sacrifice s as well as the ca-
rousals anel pageantry,) to amplify that for the 
monarch : which is. also solemnized, inclependently, at 
the sarne time, in every excess of extravagance anel 
barbarity. 'fhe brothers, sons, anel nephews of the 
king, affecting temporary insanity, burst forth with 
their muskets, anel fire promiscuously amongst the 
crowd ; even a man of rank, if they meet him, is 
their victim : nor is their murder of him or any. other, 
on such an occasion, visited or prevented ; the scene 

R 
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can hardly be imagined. The king's Ocras, who 
will be mentioned presently, are all murclerêd õn his 
tomb, to the number of 100 or more; and women in 
abundance. I was assurecl by severa], that the 
custom for Sai Quamine was repeated weekly foi· 
three months, and that 200 slaves were sacrificed, 
and 25 barreis of powder fired each time. But the 
customfor the king's mother, the regent of thekingdom 
during the invasion of Fantee, is the most celebrated. ' 
The king himself devoted 3000 victims, (upwards of 
2oqo of "vhom were Fantee prisoners,) and 25 
barreis of powder. Five of the lai:gest places fur-
nished 100 victims, and 20 barrels of powcler each ; 
and most of the smaller towns 1 O victims, and two 
barreis of powder each. These human sacrifices are 
frequent and ordinary, to water the graves of the 
kings. 

lVIr. Dupuis, who was at Coomassie a year or two 
'later, gives a similar account of the bloody customs 
of Ashantee; he tells us that before the king set 
forth on his cam paign against Gaman, he began by 
sacrificing 32 male, anel 18 female victims, as an 
expiatory offering to his Gods, but the answers from 
the priests being deemed by the council as still 
devoid of inspiration, the king ivas induced to make 
a citstom at the sepulchres · of his ancestors, where 
·many hundreds bled. On the conclusion of the war 
2000 prisoners were slaughtered over the royal death 
stool, in honour of the shades of _departed kings _and 
hel'oês. 
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The king's own account was not exaggerated, for 
two respectable Moslems at Coomassie, in describing 
to lVÍr. Dupuis the scenes of the Gaman war, de-
clared, that they had witnessed the massacre of 
10,000 old men, women, and children, Lesides 
numbers of chieftains, who were put to death by 
tortures thé most revolting to humanity .' 

lt appeared that the king rather concealed his 
human sacrifices while Dupuis was in Cuomasie, for 
two reasons; the Óne, that they concerned the mis· 
sion, as the king had been imploi·ing his idols to 
incline the heart of the great king of England to-
wards him ; the other, that it might not be reported 
that the sbvereign of Ashántee delighted in spilling 
human blood; which, it was known, gave às much 
offence to white men as it did to Moslems.* 

I subjoin aÍlother case of atrocity abridged like-
wise from Dupuis : "On the 13th the Adai cus-
tom was ushered in by the discharge of fire-arms, 
and the sound of many barbarous instruments. 
Nlimbers of victirns were offered up to the gods, 
although secretly, in the palace and the houses of the 
chieftains. The city itself exhibited the rnost de-
plorable solitude, and the few who Ví'ere courageous 
enough to appear in the streets, fled at the approach 
of a captain, and barricaded the doors of their huts, 
to avoid the danger of being shot or sacrificed." 
"The following day a similar traiu of horrors suc-
ceed~d, and still I was left in suspense, for my. own 

~ * Dnpuis1 p. 140 • . : 
R2 
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linguists and messe~1gers were not hardy enough to 
knock at the royal gate. They dreaded, as they 
~aid, the fetish men, who gual'Cled the avenue, and 
who alone were su:ffered to enjoy free ingress." 
From the Moslems he learned further that seventy 
men and women had been put to death the day 
previous in the palace only, beside those who were 
sacrificed in private houses or in the forest. lVIost -of 
these unhappy beings were Gaman prisoners, who 
had been purposely reserved as an o:ffering to the 
gods; the others were criminals or disobedient 
slaves. 

1 find another instance, not the less touching be-
cause more simple, and more easily conceived by the 
mind than these hecatombs, and not less clearly 
proving the actual co-existence of a keen pursuit of 
the " trade," with a remorseless waste of the lives of 
its objects. 

" March 2nd, 1837 .-1 learned from the king," says 
the Rev. Mr, Fox, " that _they brought 350 Foulahs 
from Foolokolong, besides 100 they killed. 1 asked 
him how many _ of these Foulahs were at Madina, 
(having myself seen· a_ few in the town,) when he 
answered only twelve, anel immediately called an 
interesting little Foulah boy of about six years of 
age, who carne trembling anel weeping as he ap-
proached. His father, 1 learned, was killed. in _ the 
attack .upon Foolokolong. 1 therefore ventured to 
ask his sable majesty to give the boy to me ; but no, 
he said he could not, and why? Because, horrid to 
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relate, he l1ad dedicated this innocent anel unoffend-
ing child to a greegree, or rather to the devil; and 
who will doubtless by some cruel means be put to 
death, previous to the intended attack upon Kimming-
ton, to ensure success ! M antamha, Iam told, is rather 
nervous in his bnguage against Koi, because he 
does not sacrifice one of bis own chil<lren ; and hesi-
tated not to say that it was because he clid not do this, 
that the attack upon Dunkaseen ·was not more suc-
cessful. I wou]d fain have rescued this poor little 
fatherless boy from the unrnerciful grasp of these 
wild barbarians, by giving a handsome present for 
his redernption; but even had I succeeded, anotlier 
would doubtless have irnmediately been substituted in 
his stead." 

After the account of the home practice of tJie 
Ashantees, we cannot be surprised at the ba.rbarities 
they exercised upon the British prisoners who fell 
into their hands during the war in which we were 
engaged with thern. After the battle in which Sir 
Charles l\tl'Carthy was unfortunately killed, Mr. 
vVilliams, an officer who was taken prisoner, said, 
that whenever the Ashantees behead1~ d a prisoner, 
they made him sit on one side of tli e large wa.r 
drurn, while they took off their victim's head ou the 
other.* Mr. Jones, a merchant and captain of the 
rnilitia, having received five wounds, was imme-
diately sacrificed; this, however, would have hap-
pened to him, had he been an Ashantee; for any 

* Major Rickett's Narrative of the Ashantee War, p. 84. 
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one who has received five wounds m an action, 
whether friend or foe, is devotecl to the fetish. It is 
sa.id that the Ashantee chiefs ate für Chades 
M'Carthy's heart,* that they might imbibe his valour; 
m1d that his dried flesh and bones were divided 
amongst them as charms to inspire courage. 

ln the Landers' narra.tive, instances of similar 
atrocity are to be met with. W e are informedt that 
at Jenna it is the custam for two of the governor!s 
wives to quit the worlcl on the sarne day with him-
self; anel that the governar of that place, himself of 
necessity goes dovvn to the grave on the demise of his 
sovereign, the king of Yarriba. 

Mr. Laircl:j: speaks of the clecel'!.se of an aged chief , 
while he was at Fundah, who left 15 wives; anel h~ 
tells us that on the night this man was to be buried, 
the king ·went to the 'vomen's apartment, and se-
lected one, who vvas to be hung, in order to ac-
company her husband to the next world. 

Of the other barbarous custorns of Africa, the 
continua! appeal to the ordeal of :' red water," or 
poison, is one of the worst. This, too, also shows 
the very low rate at wliich human life is valued. 
At Iddah Mr. Oldfield§ saw a procession of the 
wives of the king's son, j ust deceas~d, who were 
proceeding to estal.Jlish their innocence of his death 

* Majo~ Rickett';; ~ar:ative of the Ashantee War, p. 105. , 
t Lander, vol i., p. 92, 93. 
l Laird. vol. i., p. 225. 
§ Oldfield, vol. ii., p. 178. _ 



SUPERSTITIONS, ETC., OF THE AFRICAKS. 241 

by drinking poisou; and he says, that " out of sixty 
of these poor infatnatecl wretches, thirt_y-one died." 

I shall close this gloomy catalogue of barbarities 
with an account, extracted from Lander,* of some of 
the atrocities perpetrated in Badagry. Hé · says, 
"The murder of a slave is not considered even in 
the light of a misdemeanour among them. Badagry 
being a general mart for the sale of slaves to the 
European merchants, it 11ot unfrequently happens 
that the market is overstocked with human beings; in 
whiéh case their maintenance devÕlves on the govern-
ment. Thieves anel other offenders, together with the 
remnant of unpurchased slaves who are not drowned 
along with their companions in misfortune and 
misery, are resP-rved by them to be sacrificed to their 
gods; which horrid ceremony takes place at least 
once a mçmth. Prisoners taken in :war are also 
immolated, to appease the manes of the soldiers of 
Adoilee slain in battle ; anel of all atrocities, the man-
ner in which these wretches are slain is the most 
barbarous. Each criminal being conducted to the 
fetish tree, a flask of rum is given him to drink ; 
whilst he is in the act of swallowing it, a fellow steals 
imperceptibly behind him with a heavy club, inflicts 
a violent blow on the back of the head, and, as it 
often happens, dashes out his brains. The senseless 
being is then taken to the fetish hut, and a calabash 
or gourd having been previously got ready, the head 
is severed from the trunk with an axe, anel the 

* Lander, vo1. ii., p. 249. 
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smoking blood gurgles into it. While this is m 
hand, other wretches, furnished with knives, cut and 
mangle the bocly in order to extract the heart entire 
from the breast, which being clone, although it be yet 
warm anel quivering with blood, it, is presented to 
the king first, and afterwards to his wives and 
generals, who always attend at the celebration of 
these sacrifices; anel his 1rnijesty and suite making 
an incision into it with their teeth, anel partaking of 
the foamy blood, which is likewise offered, the heart 
is exhibited to the surrounding multitude. It is then 
n.ffixeel to the heael of a tall spear, and with the 
calabashofblood, and headless body, paraded through 
the tovvn, followed by hundreds of spearmen, and 
a dense crowd of people. Whoever may express 
an inclination to bitc the heart or drink the blood, 
has it immediately presented to him for that purpose, 
the multitude dancing and singing. What remains 
of the heart is flung to the dogs, and the body, cut in 
pieces,' is stuck on the fetish tree, where it is left till 

, wholly devoured by birds of prey. Besides these 
butcheries, they rnake a granel sacrifice once a year, 
under their sacred fetish tree, growing in a wood, 
a few miles from the city. These are off ered 
to their malevolent demon or spirit of evil, quartered, 
anel hung on the gigantic branches of the venerable 
tree, anel the skulls of the victims suffered to bleach 
in the sun around the trunk of it. By accident, I 
had an opportunity of seeing this much talked of tree, 
a day or two only after one of the yearly sacrifices-



SUPERSTITIONS, ETC., OF THE AFRICANS. 243 

its enormous branches literally covered with frag-
ments of human bodies, and its majestic trunk 
surrounded by irregular heaps of hideous skulls, 
which had been suffered to accumulate for many 
years previously. Thousands of vultures which had 
been scared away by our unwelcome intrusion, were 
yet hovering rountl and over their disgusting food, 
and now and then pouncing fearlessly down upon a 
half clevoured arm or leg. I stood as if fascinated to 
the spot hy the influence of a torpedo, and stupidly 
gazed on the ghastly spectacle before me-the huge 
branches' of the fetish tree groaning uncler thefr 
burden of human flesh and bones, and sluggishly 
waving in consequence of the hasty retreat of the 
birds of prey; the intense and almost insufferable 
heat of a vertical sun ; the intolerable odour of the 
corrupt corpses; the heaps of human heads, many 

. of them apparently staring at me from hollows which 
had once sparkled with living eyes; the awful still- · 
ness and solitude of the place, disturbed only at inter-
vals by the frightful screamings of voracious vultures,, 
as they flapped their sable wings almost in rny face-
all tended to overpower me; my heart sickened with-
in rny bosorn,-a dimness carne over my eyes, an in-
expressible quivering agitated my whole frame-my 
legs refused to support me; and turning rny head, I 
fell senseless into the arms of Jowdie my faithfut 
slave.*" 

The perpetua} witnessing of such revolting sce1~e~ , 

* ~,a1,1~e~, pp. 260-268. 
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and the constant perpetration of such atrocious deeds, 
as have been detailed .in the foregoing pages, keep 
the Afric~n population in a state of callous barbarity, 
which can only be effectua,lly counteracted byChristian 
civilisation-to impart which to them, the recital of 
such horrors rnay well animf.l.te our desir~s, and 
quicken our endeavours. ln the meantime, it appea.rs 
om· duty to protest against them in all our offi.cial 
transactions, and to make the Africans aware, that 
they can only obtain the advantages of a connexion 
with Europeans, by renouncing practices which out-
rage the feelings of civilised men. And, as a more ex-
tended intercourse is opening between us and them, 
now is the time to establish this principle. · That 
'many of . the Africans have a regard for European 
opinions, and that they are already aware that their 
bloody rites are offensive to Christians, is, I think, 
fully demonstratecl by several facts which have been 
stated in this chapter. For this reason it is th;:i.t those 
of them who live on coasts frequented by our traders, 
have betaken to the practice of perpetrating their 
sanguinary orgies under the shades of night ; for this 
reason did the king of Ashantee endeavour to hide 
some of his butcheries from the Britis~ Envoy, that 
''. he,J.night not have to report that the sovereign of 
Ashantee delighted in spillíng human blo.od." It was 
for the same cause that a friendly chief who visited 
Sir Charles 1\1'Carthy in the Ashantee war, * h~d 
hung pieces of tartan rouncl bis war drums, to hide 

* Rickett's Ashantee W ar, p. 38. 

j 
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the jaw-bones and skulls with which they were orna-
mented, "being fearful, from what he had heard of 
the i::hf~ra~ter of his Excellency, that they should give 
.offence ;" and that King Dinkera desisted from tqe 
rnurder he was about to COII).mit on the o.ct:1asion of 
his sister's death, on lfearing that the British Gevern-
ment disapproved of such practices. 

As this p01:tion of my W_?rk tends to exhibit the 
state of Africa under a new and most melancholy 
a,spect, 1 did not feel jµstified in omitting it; but it 
was my intention and desire to rnake it as hrief as 
possible. 1 find rnyself, however, under the ne.cessity 
of e)f.tending it. 1 have received from the secretaries of 
the W esleyan Missionary Society the following nar-
rative, which 1 have somewhat abbreviate.d. . lt gives 
a picture, the accm:acy of which no one will doubt, 
seeing the quarter from. which it cqmes, of events 
which have occurred during the current year, in a 
town not more than 150 rniles distant frorn the Bri-
tiish settlernent of Cape Coast Castle :-

Jf.Jxtracts fram the Lettets and Joumal .of the Rr:v. 
THOMAS B. FREEMAN~ Wesleyan Missionary, 
containing an account of his visii to Ashantee in 
1839. 

REVEREND AND DEAR Sms, 
Ever sincé rny arrival on this station, (Cape 

Coast Castle,) I _ had felt deeply anxious to visit 
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Coomassie. The tales of horror, wretchedness,~ and 
cruelty which I had often heard respecting the Ashan-
tees '~rought in rny mind a constant réstlessness to 
commence rnissionary operations arnong them. ~ 

Feb. 2.-At half-past 3 P.l\L I reached the town of 
Mansue, and was very kindly receiveel by the chief 
and his captains. 

Before I retired to rest, Gabrea (the chief) sent 
me a present, consisting of a gooel sheep, sorne plan~ 
tains, and pine apples. His mother also sent me 
some yams and plantains. 

3rd, Sunday.-At 4 P.M. I preached the worcl of 
life to the chief anel bis captains, and many of the 
people. 

Considering theii' ignorant-condition, they behaved 
very well. I do not remem ber that I ever witnessecl 
a more interesting scene than that whích took place 
at the close of the sermon. The sublime truths con-
cerning the mysterious plan of human redemption, 
made such an impression on the minds of the chief 
anel his captains, that they coul<l no · longer contain 
themselves, but spreading abroad their hands, anel 
lifting up their voices, they aclmowledged the loving-
kindness of God, anel declared, before many of their 
people, that they wou1d worsliip God; aiiel I verily 
lJelieve they would, if they could be watched over by 
a missionary or a teacher. 

6th.-At 6! A. M. I started from Berracoe fo1 

the river Prah,* which I reacheel nine minutes 
* Boosemprah of Bowditch 
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before 9 A. M. The river, the largest 1 have yet 
seen in Africa, with its - thickly-wooded banks 
abounding in palm treees anel mimosre, presented a 
beautifully picturesque scene. When the river is 
at its greatest height, its depth may be about thirty 
or forty feet, and its breadth about ninety yards. 
Near the cr0ssing place its becl is very rocky; as it 
was very low, 1 could see many lal'ge piecesj of gra-
nite above the surface of the water. · The river Prah 
forms the boundary between Fantee anel the domi-
nions of the king of Ashantee. On the Fantee side 
of the river is a small town called Prahshoo. 

Thewhole of the Fantee country through which 
1 passed, from within a mile or tw:o of Cape Coast 
Cf!,stle up to the river Prah, a distance of about 
eighty-five miles, is covered with luxuriant vegeta-
tion, consisting of plantains, bananas, palms, bamboos, 
pines, many large forest trees, coverecl with climbers, 
"Epiphitical A1·chidacece," anel ferns. 

lmmediately before entering Quissah, 1 passed 
over a hill of considerable height. lts soil is very 
rich, consisting of a mixture of yellow loam anel 
clay. A spring of the most delicious water I ever 
tasted, rises above half ~ray up the hill, (from what 
1 could judge,) and .after tumbling down its rocky 
bed of granite, bubbles by the small town of Quissah. 
The Assin country, though consisting of a very 
rich and fertile soil, covered with luxuriant vegeta-
tion, presents one unbroken scene of desolation,* 

* If this brief account of Fantee and Assin is compared with 
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except here and there a few huts occupied by 
Ashantees, whom the king sends to take care of the 
path.-

9th.-This morning the chief informed me that 
Corintchie, the chief of Fomunnah, had sent over 
for him to converse with him respecting me. Shortly 
afterwards, a messenger arrived from Corintchie, 
requesting me to go over and visit him, which I 
immediately prepared to do. Whe11 I e11tered the 
town, Corintchie was sitting before the front of bis 
house under his large umbrella, waiting to receive 
me, his captains and people occupying the ground 
on bis right and left. After the usual compliinents 
on meeting, he ·asked me what object I had in view 
in wishing to pass up to Coomassie. I told him I 
had nothing to do with trade or palavers, but was 
come into the country to promote the best interests 
of the king of Ashantee and his people, by directing 
them in the way of peace and happiness through the 
preaching of the gospel. He then said he , should 
like to hear the gospel in his town, before I pro-
ceeded any further into the country. I hereupon 
proceeded to speak to him and all present 011 the 
being of a God, and the nature of the Christian reli-
gion. They readily gave their assent to all I said, 
anel Corintchie requested me _to pay them a visit 011 

that given by Bowditch, p. 23-4, it will be perceived that the 
Fantee country is rapidly improving under the fostering care 01 

the local government of Cape Coast, whilé the Assin 'country 
ubandoned by its rightful owners, is in ruins. 
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the morrow, that they might hear more from me 
concei'riing the Christian religion. On my remark-
ing, that as 1 was a minister of the gospel, 1 could 
not prudently make them presents accurding to the 
usual custom, it being beneath the clignity of Chris-
tianity, which is so truly excellent in itself that it 
requires no recommendation except a consciousness 
of its value, he answerecl, " "\Ve do not desire any 
of the customary presents from you, but wish rather 
to become acquainted with Christianity." 

There wern about 500 persons present. · 
lOth, Sunday.-At 8 P. M. 1 again went over to 

Fomunnah, to preach the worcl of 1-ife, followed by 
the chief of Quissah. 

1 had a goodly number of our people with me, 
who assisted in singing the praises of Gocl. 

At the conclusion of the sermon, Corintchie and 
his captains said it was a " good palaver." On my 
telling them that 1 had not laid before them a thou-
sandth part of the sublime truths contained in the 
Bible, they said they should like to hear more of 
them, anel ~specially what " Y ancumpon" (Goel) 
liked, anel what he disliked; anel seemed much 
pleased when 1 told them 1 should be happy to preach 
to them again whenever they pleased. 

On the 12th, Mr. Freeman received a present from 
the king of nine aclües of gold dust, (±:2. 5s.,) and 
he was inviteel to remove to Fomunnah. 

19th, Tuesday.-Last night a sister of Corintchie 
died, after a long sickness. Her deA.th was an-
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nouncecl by the firing of muskets, and the mourners 
going about the streets. When an Ashantee of any 
description dies, several of the deceased's slaves are 
sacrificed. This horrible custom originates in some 
shadowy ideas of a fature state of existence, and in 
a notion that those who depart hence stand in need 
of material food, clothing, &c., the sarne as in the 
present world ; and, conseq uently, as a vast num ber 
of concubines, slaves, &c. are the chief marks of su-
periority among them here, so they will be in a fature 
state. Accordingly, as 1 walked out early in the 
morning, I saw the mangled corpse of a poor female 

· slave, who hacl been beheaded during the night, lying 
in the public street. It was partially coverecl with a 
common mat, (made from the stem of the plantain 
tl'ee,) anel as this covering is unusual, I concluded 
that it was thrown over to hicle it from my view. ln 
the course of the <lay I saw groups of natives dancing 
round this victim of superstitious cruelty, with all 
manner of frantic gestures, appearing to be in the 
very zenith of their happiness. 

ln the evening I was inf~rmed that, as Corintchie 
anel his captains did not wish me to see any more 
hea<lless trunks lying in the streets, they had not 
sacrificed any more persons during the day, but would 
most probably do so during the night. I am happy 
to say, however, that I could not ascertain that any 
more sacrifices had been made. That only one per-
son was sacrificed, I believe resultecl entirely from 
my being in the town. 
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. 27th.-I had a 101~g conversation with some of the 
natives, on the subject of the general resurrection, 
anel of . the injury clone to their country hy human 
sacrifices. l\fany of the natives seem to have an 
utter dislike to this horriel custom, while others are 
sunk into such a state of apathy, that they áre quite 
indifferent about it, though their lives, as well as 
those of others, are continua1ly ·in danger. 

28th.-I i)aid Corintchie a visit, anel reasoned with 
him closely on tlie painful eonsequences o~· lmman 
sacrifi:ces anel customs for the elead. He readily ac-
knowledged the evil, anel expressecl himself as ready 
to do away with it, if he were at full liberty to elo so, 
but he "feared the king." . 

The only reasou he coulel give for making customs 
for the dead, was that they felt very. unhappy when 
they lost their relatives anel friends, and were then 
very glad to have recourse to drunkenness, or any-
thing whicJ1 woulel drive gloomy th9ughts from their 
minds for a season.* As he thus gave me a good 
opportunity of directing him to the only sure refoge 
for a troubled mind,- the consolations of true reli-
gion,-I told hiri;i that _ God alone was able to sustain 
the human mind under affiictions anel bereavements. 
He seemeel a:ffectecl with what I said to him. 

"' While I was staying at Fomunnuh I once reproved Corint-
cl1ie for drunkenness, when he said that t11e king had checked 
him for it once, and siuce I also had done it, which made the 
second reproof he had received, he would endeavour to avoicl it for 
the future. 

s 
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March 2d.-To-day, another human victim was 
sacrificed, 011 accou nt of the death of a person of 
rank in the town. As I ·was going out of the town, 
in the cool of the evening, I saw the poor creature 
lying 011 the ground. The head was severed from 
the body, and lying at a short distance from it. 
Severa! large turkey-buzzards were feasting 011 the 
wounds, anel literally rolling the head in the dust. 
This unfortunate creature appeared to be about 
eighteen years of age, a strong healthy youth, who 
might in all probability have lived many years longer. 
As I returned i11to the town, I saw that they had 
dragged the body to a short distance, and thrown it 
into the ditch where the poor female was throw11 the 
other day. 

On my conversing witli some of the natives, con-
cerning the horrible nature of hm11a11 sacrifices, they 
said they themselves did not like thern, and wished 
that they could be done away. While the ppor 
creature was lying in the public street, many of the 
people were looking on with t4e greatest incliffer-
ence ; indeed, they seem to be so familiar with these 
awful and bloody scenes, that they think no more of 
them, nay, they do not think so much of them, 
as they would of seeing a dead sheep, dog, or 
monkey. · 

17th.-In the afternoon I agai11 conducted Divine 
service, and preached from Matt. xix. 17, "If thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments." Co-
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rintcllie and several of his captains were present, anel 
appeared much exciteel eluring the sermon, but more 
especially during that part in which I explained to 
them the Ten Commanelments. They often stopped 
me in rny discourse, to ask questions ; among which 
was the following :-"Is the offering a hurnan sa-
críiice, murcler ? " I answered, " It is even so ; anel 
you will henceforth be left without excuse, if you 
still persist in that horrible practice." After I had 
clirectecl their attention to the excellence of the com-
rnanclments, especially the temporal and spiritual 
blessings which the consecration ~ of the Christian 
Sabbath is calculated to introduce amo1~g mankind, 
I proposed the following question :-" vVho are the 
happ,i~st pei:sons? thrn~e who conscii:mtiously keep 
Gocl's commandments, or those wi10 wilfully break 

~ them ?" They answerecl, without ,hesitation, "'fhose 
who keep them." Anel I verily believe that this 
answer was given in sincerity, as they appeared 
cleeply impresseel _with the solemnity ot: the àis-
course. 

On Mr. Freeman's afterwards telling them that 
he feared the delay of the king, in sending for him, 
proceeded from suspicion, anel "that jt was his duty 
to turn aside, anel carry the glael ticlings of salvation 
to another pation, if he found them averse to re-
ceiving the truth," they seemecl very much con-
cerned, anel said they felt no disposition to oppose 
the introcluction of Christianity amongst them, aml 

s 2 
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that they believed the king would also be glad to 
hear the truths of the gospel, and that he would wish 
me to stay a long time in Coomassie, after my arrival 
and first interview. 

In the afternoon, I rambled throug~1 the thicket, 
to the summit of a distant hill, where one of the 
most splendid pieces of scenery I ever saw, bu rst 
upon my view. The 1rnsh on the summit being 
rather low, I h::td an opportunity of viewing the sur-
rounding country, in some directions, for several 
miles. Down the sloping sides of the hill the splen-
did plantain-tree was luxuriating and . waving its 
beautiful foliage. Then followed the delightful vale, 
winding to the right and left, studded with gigantic 
silk-cotton trees, acacire, mimosre, with an endless 
variety of climbers. 

28th, Thursday.-1 travelled through a fine fertile 
country of diversified hill and dale, covered with 
luxuriant vegetation, and studded with immense silk-
cotton, and other forest trees. 

April 1, at 2 P.l\L a messenger arrived from the 
king, requesting me to proceed as early as possible. 
I immediately dressed rnyself; an<l while .so doing 
three other messengers arrived, each bearing a gold 
sword, requesting me to hasten forward. I then 
proceeded towards the town, preceded by the mes-
sengers, and some soldiers bearing arms. Having 
reached the outside of the town, we halted under a 
large tree, and there awaited another royal invitation. 
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ln a short time his majesty's chief linguist (Apoko) 
carne in a palanquin, slraded by an immense umbrella, 
and accompanied by messengers bearing canes nearly 
covered with gold, to take charge of my luggage, 
anel see it safely lodged in the residence intended for 
me. All these things being pi·operly arranged, an-
other messenger arrived, accompanied by troops anel 
men bearing large umbrellas) requesting me to~ pro-
ceed to the rnarket-place. "The king's cornmand-
ment" being " urgent," we pushed along with speed, 
precedecl by a band of music. As soon as we arrived 
at the market-place, I got out of my little travelling 

. chair, anel walked through the midst of an immense 
con,course of persons, (a narrow path being kept 
clear for me,) paying my respects to the king, anel 
his numerous chiefs and captains, who were seated 
on wooden chairs, richly decorated with brass anel 
gold, under the shacle of their splencliel umbrellas, 
(some of them large enough to screen twelve or four-
teen persons from the burning rays of the sun, anel 
crowneel with images of beasts covered with golcl,) 
surroundecl by their troops anel numerous attendants. 
I occupied half an hour in walking slowly through 
the midst of this immense assembly, touching my hat 
anel vvaving my hand, except before the king, in 
whose presence I, of course, stoocl for a moment un-
covered. I then took my seat at a distance, accom-
panied by my people and several respectable Fantee 
traclers, who are staying in the town, to receive the 

. ' 
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compÍiments of the king, &e., &e., according to their 
1.lsual custoin. 

After 1 had taken rriy seat, the immense mass 
began to be in motion; many of the chiefs first 
passed me in sllccession, (several of them cordially 
shaking me by the hand,) accompanied by their 
numerous retinue. Then carne the officers of the 
king's householcl; his treasurer, steward, &e., &e., 
atténdecl by their people, some bearing on their heads 
massive pieces of silver-plate, others carrying in their 
hands gold swords anel canes, native stools neatly 
carved, anel almost covereel with golel anel silver, anel 
tobacco-pipes rich1y elecorated with the sarne preeious 
materials. ln this ostentatious display 1 also saw 
what was calculated to harrow up the strongest anel 
most painful feelings ;-the royal executioners bear-
ing the blooel-stainecl stools on whic11 hundrecls, anel 
perhaps thousands, of human victims have been 
sacrificed by decapitation ; anel also the large death-
drum, which is beaten at the moment when the fatal 
knife severs the hea<l from the body, tlie very sound 
of which causes a thrill of horror.* This rude 

* The language of this drum is known hy the natives whenever 
they are within hearing; so that . they are as well aware of the 
rnornent when a sacrifice is rnade as though theywere on the very 
spot. vVhile the king was rnaking sacrifices, during the custorn 
for his brother, I was in a distant part of the town, conversing 
with rny interpreter, who, knowing the fatal meaning of the sound 
of the drum, said, " Hark ! do you hear the drum? A sacrifice 
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instrument, connected with which are the most 
dreadful associations, was literally c@vered with driecl 
clots of blooel, anel decoratecl with the jaw-bones and 
skulls of human victims.- Then followecl the king. 
(Quacoe Dooah,) under the shaele of three splendid 
umbrellas, the cloth of which was silk velvet, of dif-
ferent colours, supported by som~ of bis numerous 
attenelants. The elisplay of golel which I ':Vitnesseel, 
as his majesty passeel, was truly astonishing. After 
the king followeel other chiefs, anci lastly the main 
boely of the troops. 

This immense procession occupied one hour and a 
half in passing before me. There were s~veral 
lVIoors in the procession, but they maele by no means 
a conspicuous appearal}ce. 

· While I was sitting to receive tlie compliments of 
some of the first chiefs who passeel, his majesty rnaele 
me a present of some palm wine. 

I suppose the number of persons whom I saw col-
lected together, exceeeled 40,000, including a great 
number of females. The wrists of some of the chiefs 
were so heavily laden with golel ornaments, that they 
rested their arms on the shoulelers of some of their 
attendants, 

The appearance of this procession was exceeelingly 
granel anel imposing. The contrast between the peo-
ple themselves anel their large umbrellas (seventy in 

has just been rnade, and the drum says, ' King, I have killed 
him.'" 
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number) of various colours, which tl1ey waved and 
jerked up anel domn in the air, together with the 
dark-green foliage of the large banyan trees, under anel 
among which they passecl, forrned a scene of that 
novel and extraordinary character which I feel un-
able to descríbe. 

This rnorning I received inforrnation that the king 
had lost one of his relations hy death, and that in 
consequence thereof, four human victims were alrcady 
sacrificed, anel their manglecl hodies lying in the 
streets. I therefore concluded tliat I shoulcl not 
ha\'e an opportuníty of seeing the kíng for a day or 
two. Shortly afterwards, I saw Apoko, the chief 
linguist, and told him that I vvas aware that there 
was bloody work goiug on to.day, as I saw a num-
her of large hawks anel turkey-buzzards hovering 
over a certain spot where I judged these poor vic- , 
tims were lying. He said it was even so, and in 
consequence, I should not have an opportunity of 
seeing the king to.day, and, perhaps, not to-morrow. 
I told him tbat I dicl not like the being confinecl at 
one small place, in a low, unhealthy part of the town, 
and that I must walk out anel take exercise, other· 
wise my health woukl su_ffer. I also told him that 
I was anxious to commence my journey home to the 
coast on lVIon<lay next. On hearing this, he went 
immediately to the king, and informed hirn of what 
I said ; shortly after which he returned, accom-
panied by two rnessengers, ( one of them hearing in 
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his hand an immense gold sword, to which was fas-
tened a golden clecanter which would holcl about a 
pint,) stating that his mnjesty beggecl of me not to 
go out into the town to-clay, as he was making a 
custom for a depart.ed relative; and he lmew Eu-
ropeans did not like to see human sacrifices : anel, 
also, that he clid not wish to keep me from seeing 
over his capital;' that he was fully satisfiecl my ob-
ject 'was to do good; anel that he would see me as 
soon as the custom was over. I, of course, com-
plied with his wishes, and made up my mind to wait 
patiently. 

Throughout the clay I heard the horricl sound of 
the death-drwn; anel was infor~ed in the evening 
that twenty-five human victims hacl been sacrificed; 
some in the town, anel some in the surrounding vil-
lages, the heacls of those killed in the villag~s being 
brought into the town in baskets. I foar there will 
be more of this awful work to-morrow. 

6th, Saturday.-This morning I again talked 
of walking out into the town, when Apoko informecl 
me that more sacrifices would be made cluring the 
day anel that 1 must not go out until to-nrnrrow. 
1 therefore remained in my quarters until the after-
noon, when, on finding myself in rather a clangerous 
state for want of exercise, l insisted upon walking 
out at one end of the town for half an hour. In the 
evening I learned that several more human victims 
had been sacrificecl cluring the clay, but could not 
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ascertain the exact number. The most accurate 
account 1 could obtain was that fifteen more had 
suffer.ed, making a_ total of forty in two days. 

While speaking to Apoko I did npt fail to remind 
him that the law of God forbids this_ awful practice, 
and that they were under a great error in supposing 
that the persons sacrificed, would attend on the de-
ceased relaiive of the ki~g in a fature state. · 

These poor victims were allowed to be naked and 
exposed in the street, until they began to swell like 
dead dogs, and such is the callous state of mind in 
which the -people live, that many were going about 
among these putrefying bodies, smoking their pipes 
with astonishing indifference. 

Having asked his Majesty to allow me to see the 
town to-day, he readily gave me liberty to go where 
ever I pleased. I therefore embraced the oppor-
tunity of looking over it, which occupied about one 
hour. The streets are longer, and more clean and 
uniform than any I have seen in any other native 
town, since my arrival in Africa. 'fhe breadth of 
some of them is at least thirty yards, and the average 
length from 300 to 600 yards. The town is situated 
on a bed of granite, fragments of which are strewed 
in abundance over the finest streets, the average size 
of them being about twenty inches cube. A row of 
splendid . banyan trees, at a considerable distance 
from each other, occupies the centre of some of the 
largest streets, affording a most delightful shade 
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from the burning rays of the sun. The streets differ 
also in appearance from those of any other town 
which 1 have seen in the interior, by the houses on 
ea~h side having open fronts. 'i,he floor being i;aisecl 
frorn two to three feet above the level of the grouncl, 
the space between the ground anel the level of ihe 
flobr, and. in some houses, a foot or two ab0ve the 
lev·el of the floor, presents a front of carved work, 
beatitifully po1isbed with red ochre. ln some the 
carved work is continued up to the i·oof, and ·vvhere 
such is the case it is covered with white clay, which 
hn.s the appearance of a lime white-wàsh. The toofs 
are macle chiefly with bamboo-poles, or sticks with 
the hark stripped off, ahd thatched with palm-
leaves , 

Behind each of these open fronts are a number of 
small houses, or rather open she~ls, in which the people 
d well, ( the room ?Pen to the street being more of a pu b-
lic seat than a private room,) at an average nmiiber of 
from thirty to forty to each open front. These small 
dwellings ih the back ground, are in many cases en-
tirely hidden from the observation of any one passing 
along the streets, the only indication of them being a 
small door on the left or right of the open front. 
The houses are ali built on the s~me p1an, from that 
of the king down to the lowest rank of captains : 
anel these are, with a few exceptions, the only per-
sons who are allowed to build in any public situation. 
The rocky bed, on which the town is built, is in 
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many parts very irregular, and some of the streets 
are so full of holes, occasioned by the heavy rains 
washing , the earih out of the fissures of the roclrn 
during the rainy season, that any one attempting to 
walk through them in the dark would place his neck 
in danger. 

There is on1y one stone built house in the town, 
which stands on the royar premises, and is called the 
castle; all other buildings are of wood anel swish, and 
by no means durable. 

The rnarket-place, is a largc open space about 
three quarters of a mile in circumference. There is 
no regularity in its forrn, but it approaches nearest 
to that of a parallelogram. One side of it is a large 
dell surrounded by large , trees and high grass, * into 
whích they throw at last, the mangled bodies of sa-
crificed human victims. As I passed by this dell, I 
smelt a most intolerable stench, proceeding from the 
poor creatures who were thrown there on Saturday 
last. My feelings would not permit me to look into 
this horrid receptacle of the dead, but the very idea 
of it is dreadful. 

The1:e are no regularly built stalls in the market-
place. l\1any articles of merchandise were placed on 
the ground, anel others on little temporary railings, 
which might be put up or taken down in a few 

" There is a kind of grass in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Coomassie, which grows to the height of twenty feet, the stalk of 
wbich is about three quarters of an inch in diameter-
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moments. Among the commodities exposed for 
sale, I saw Manchester cloths, silk, muslins, roll 
tobacco from the interior, large cakes of a kind of 
pomatum, made from the fruit of a tree in the depth 
of the interior, and used by the Ashantees for anoint-
ing their bodies. to give a polish to their skins; 
native tobacco pipes of very neat manufacture, cakcs 
of a kind of whiting, used by the natives for rnarking 
their bodies, kankie (native bread), yams, plantains, 
bananas, pines, ground nuts, fisb, and the flesh of 
monkeys and elephants. 

llth, Thursday.-Feeling better to day, I walked 
out into the town for air and exercise. As I passed 
the end of one of the streets I saw a group of persons 
surrounding a large Caboceers umbrella. A band of 
music was playing, and a human victim lying on the 
grouncl before -them, exposed to public view; I 
turned from the disgusting and awful sight with pain-
ful feelings. 

ln the course of the àay, I remindecl Apoko of my 
anxiety to obtain an answer from his majesty, respect-
ing the establishment of schools, &c. in Ashantee, 
who answered, "The king will speedily give you an 
answer ; and we hope you will come to Coomassie 
again, a~d pay us another visit, as we shall be always 
glad to see you. The king believes that you wish to 
do him and the people good." 

14th, Sunday.-At half-past 7 A. M. I conducted 
divine service at my quarters. I continued in anxious 
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expectation of a message from the king until about 
11 o'clock, when I found, on inquiry, that Apoko 
had not reminded his Majesty of seeing me to-day, 
because he thought I would not l!ke to transact any 
kind of business on the Sabbath day. This idea was 
the result of a previous conversation with A poko, 
<luring which I hacl explained to him the n~ture and 
c1aims of tbe Christian SabLath. I told him, that my 
business with his majesty wns of a purely religious 
nature, and that I had therefore no objection to see-
ing him to-day. 

ln about two hours Apoko returned, accompanied 
' by a host of attendants, linguists, and messengers, 
with a present from his l\!Iajesty, consisting of two 
ounces and four ackies of gold dust ( f'.9 currency) 
and a slave for m yself; also eight ackies ( f'.2 currency) 
for my interpreter and other atten!lants. He also 
gave me the following message from the king :-

" His Majesty knows that you cannot stop longer 
on account of the rains, andas the things which you 
have mentioned to him require much consideration, 
he cannot answer you in so short a time~; but if you 
will come up again, or send a messenger after the 
rains are over, he will be prepared to answer you." 

With this message I felt pleased, and said that I 
would certainly either come up again, or send a mes-
senger at the time rnentioned. I then repaired to 
his Majesty's residence to take my leave, anel found 
him seated in one of his apartments, surrounded by 
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an immense number of .attenclants: when he requested 
me, with a courtesy which one coulcl scarcely expect 
from a perso:µ so circumstanced, to present his com-
pliments to his Excellency, President Maclean, and 
take a message to him. · 

Having taken my leave, 1 commenced my journey 
at noon, preceded by an escort of troops. After 1 
had proceeded a short distance along the street, Apoko 
e ame to testif y his affection by a hearty shaking of the 
hand. 

When 1 reached Franfrahaw, the troops left me, 
and I stopped a few· minutes to emanei pate the slave 
whom his Majesty hael given me. This poor fellow 
is from the depths of the interior, anel is now in the 
prime of his days. 

On my informing him that he was now become a 
free man, he appeareel overwhelmeel with gratitude, 
anel almost fell to the earth before me in aclmowledg-
ment thereof. He hael not all the joy to himself, 
however, for whilst 1 enjoyed the luxury of doing 
gooel, many of my people lookeel on him with elelight, 
and our pleasure was heighteneel when he tolel us, 
that he hael been broµght out twice for the purpose 
of sacrifice, during the recent custom, anel had been 
twice put in irons anel sent back alive: anel that 
when he was brought out this morning he expected 
to be sacrificed in the course of the day. Happy 
change !-Insteael of having his heael cut off, anel his 
body thrown to the fowls of the air, he now finds hirn-



- -266 THE SLAVE TRADE.' 

self in the· enjoyment of liberty, safely proceeding 
with us far away from the scenes of his captivity. 

Night closed in nearly an hour before 1 reached rny 
resting plítce, but we kept our path through the 
fore st without much difficulty, and reached Fomun-
nah a quarter after seven o'clock, ~vet, weary, and 
hungry. I immediately repaired to Corintchie's resi-
dence. He seemed oveijoye1 to see me, gave me a 
hearty shaking with both hands, put bis arms around 
my neck in transport, · and made me a present of 
palm wine, .and a mess of soup -rnade with the flesh 
of the monkey. 1 then retired to my lodgings, and 
thankfully partook of Corintchie's rnonkey soup to 
satisfy the cravings ofhunger, having little else to eat. 

l 7th, W ednesday.-Early this rnorning, Corin-
tchie carne to my quarters, shook me , cordially 
by the hand, anel testified his delight ~t seeing 
me safely returnecl from Coomassie. On my telling 
him that I shoulcl want him to assist me in holding 
further intercourse with the king, by sending mes-
sengers, &e., anel that perhaps I shoulcl return to 
Coomassie in the course of the next dry season, he 
said he woulcl readily elo anything which I requested 
of him. 

22d.-Reached Mansue: Gabreé, the chief, wel-
comed me back. 

On my inquiring whether he would like a mission 
to be established at Mansue, he saicl " Yes," anel he 
should feel very happy if he had a missionary resid-
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ing with him. Gabree is one of the most respectable 
chiefs in Fantee . 

.Mansue, and the adjacent villages, contain ·a po-
pulation of at least 10,000 souls, and is admirably 
situated for the establishment of a mission. 

lVIr. Freeman reached Cape Coast in health and 
safety, April 23rd. ln his letter to the secretaries 
of the Wesleyan missions, he adds, " I have no 
doubt as to getting up to Ashantee for the future, 
with much less expense than has been incurred in 
my first visit . . The king would not make so much 
ado the second time, as I am no longer a stranger. 
I also think, tlw.t even, with a stranger, he would not 
adopt the sarne course as he did with me, inasmuch 
as the novelty is over." 

· Such is the fearful state of a large population in 
the vicinity of a settlement which has helonged to 
Great Britain for more than a century; but, also, 
such are the openings for missionaries. I know not 
whether the one or the other constitutes the stronger 
argument for efforts in that quarter for the spread of 
education anel Christian truth . I shall recur to this 
subject when I speak of the "Elevation of the Native 
Mincl," only observing that a serious responsibility 
will rest upon Christian England, if such an opening 
into Interior Afriªa be neglectecl." 

GENERAL REVIEW. : 

My ohject in this part of the work has been to 
T 
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furnish a description of Africa as it now is,-I shall 
conclude with a few observations. 

Towards the end of the last century the cruelty 
and the carnage which raged in Africa were laicl 
open. From the most generous motives, and at a 
mighty cost, we have attempted to arrest this evil; it 
is, however, but too evident, that, under the mode we 
have taken for the S"\lppression of the Slave Tracle, 
it has increased. 

It has been proved, by documents which cannot be 
controverted, that, for every village fired, and every 
drove of human beings marchecl in former times, there 
are now double. For every cargo then at sea, two 
cargoes, or twice the numbers in one cargo, wedged 
togetLer in a mass of living corruption, are now 
borne on the wave of the Atlantic . But, whilst 
the numbers who suffer have increased, there is no 
reason to believe that the sufferings of each have 
been abatecl, on the contrary, we know that in 
some particulars these have increased; so that the 
sum total of misery swe11s in both ways. Each 
individual has more to enclure; anel the number of 
indi vidua1s is twice what it was. ~rhe result, there-
fore, is, that aggravated suffering reaches multi-
p1ied numbers. 

It is hardly necessary to remincl the reader that the 
statement I have given of the enormities attendant 
on the supply of slaves to the N ew W orld rnust, 
from the nature of the case, be a very faint picture 
of the reality-a sample, and no more, of what is 
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inflicted and endured in Africa. Our knowledge is 
very limited; but few travellers have visited Africa 
-the Slave Trade was not tbeir object, anel they had 
slender means of information beyond what their own 
eyes furnisbecl ; yet, what do they disclos~ ! 

If Africa were penetrated in every clirection by 
persons furnished with the rneans of obtaining full 
anel correct information, anel whose object was the 
delineation of the Slave Trade-if, not some isolated 
spots, but the whole country, were examined-if, 
instead of a few casual visitors, recording the events 
of to-day, but knowing nothing of what occurrecl 
yesterclay, or shall take place to-morrow, we hacl 
everywhere those who coulcl chronicle every slave-
hunt, anel its savage concomitants,-if we thus pos-
sessed the means of measuring the true breadth anel 
depth of this trade in blood-is it not fair to suppose 
that a mass of horrors would be collected, in com-
parison with which all that has been hitherto relaterl 
would be as nothing? 

It should be borne in constant rnemory, difficult as 
it is to realise, that the facts I have narrated are not 
the affiictions of a narrnw district, anel of a few inha-
bitants ;-the scene is a quarter of the globe-a mul-
titude of millions, its population ;-that these facts 
are not gleanecl from the records of former times, 
anel preservecl by historians as illustrations of the 
strange anel prodigious wickedness of a darker age. 
They are the cornmon occurrences of our owu era-
the "customs" which prevail at this very hour. Every 

T2 
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day wliich we pass in security and peace at home, 
witnesses many a herd of wretches toiling over the 
wastes of Africa, to slavery or death; every night 
villages are roused from their sleep, to the alterna-
tives of the sword, or the flames, or the manacle. 
At the time I am writing, there are at least twenty 
thousand hurnan beings on the Atlantic, exposecl , 
to every variety of.wretcheclness. 'Well might Mr. P itt 
say, "there is something in the horror of it wbich 
surpasses all the bounds of imagination." 

I elo not see how ·we can escape the conviction that 
such is the result of our efforts, unless hy giving way 
to a vague aucl undefinecl hope, with no eviclence to 
support it, that the facts I have collected, though 
true at the time, are no longer a fair exemplification 
of the existing state of things. ln the most recent 
documents relating to the Slave 'frade, I find no 
ground for any such consolatory surrnise; on the 
contrary, I am clriven by them to the sorrowful con-
viction, that the year, from September, 1837, to 
September, 1838, is distinguished beyond all pre-
cecling years for the extent of the trade, for_ the 
intensity of its miseries, anel for the unusual havoc 
it makes on human life. 

If I believed that the evil, terrible as it is, were 
also irremediable, I should be more than ready to bury 
this mass of distress, and this dark catalogue of crime, 
in mournful silence, anel to spare others, anel especially 
those who have sympathised 'vith, anel laboured for, 
the negro race.. from sharing 1vith me the pain of 
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learning how wide of the truth arl! the expectations 
in which we have indulgecl. But 1 feel no such 
clesponclency; 1 firmly believe that Africa has within 
herself the means anel the enclowments which might 
enable her to f'hake off, anel to emerge from, her load 
of misery, to the benefit of the whole civilised world, 
anel to the unspeakable improvement of her own, now 
barbarous, population. This leads n:1e to the second 
point, viz., the capabilities of Africa. 

There are two questions which require to be de-
cided before we can assume it possible to extin-
guish the S1ave ~frade. First, Has Africa that 
latent wealth, anel those unexplored resources, which 
would, if they were fully developed, more than com-
pensate for the loss of the traffic in man? Seconclly, 
Is it possible so to call forth her capabilities, that 
her natives may perceive that the Slave Trade, far 
from being the source of their wealth, is the grand 
barrier to their prosperity, anel that by its suppression 
they would be placed in the best position for obtain-
ing all the commodities anel luxuries which they are 
clesirous to possess ? 

Beyond all doubt, she has within herself all that 
is neeclecl for the wiclest range of commerce, anel 
for the most plentiful supply of everything which 
conduces to the comfort anel to the affluence of 
man. Her soil is eminently fertile-Ptolemy says 
it " is richer in the quality, anel more wonderful 
rn the quantity, of its productions, than Europe 
or A sia.'' Are its limits narrow ? lt stretches 
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from the borders of the Me<liten•anean to the Cape 
of Good Hope, anel from the At1antic to the Indian 
Ocean. Are its productions such as we little want 
or lightly value ? The very commodities most in 
request in the civilised "\-Vorld are the spontane-
ous growth of these uncultivatecl regions. Is the 
interior inaccessible? The noblest rivers flow 
through it, anel would furnish a cheap anel easy 
rnode of conveyance for every article of Jegitimate 
tracle. Is there a dearth of population, or is that 
popnlation averse to the pursuits of commerce? 
Drainecl of its inhabitants, as Africa has been, it 
possesses an enormous population, anel these emi-
nently disposecl to traffic. Does it lie at so vast 
a distance as to forbicl the hope of continual inter-
course? ln sailing to Inclia, we pass along its 
'vestern and eastern coasts. ln comparison with 
China, it is in our neighbourhoocl. 

Are not these circumstances sufficient to create 
the hope that Africa is capable of being raisecl from 
her present abject conclition, anel, while improving 
her own state, of aclding to the enjoyments anel sti-
mulating the commerce of the civilised world? 

It is earnestly to be desired that all Christian 
powers should unite in one great confederacy, for the 
purpose of calling into action the dormant energies 
of Africa; but if this unanimity is not to be obtainecl, 
there are abundant reasons to incluce this nation, alone 
if it must sobe, to undertake the task. Africa anel 
Great Britain stand in this relation toward each 
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other. Each possesses what the other requires, anel 
each requires what the other possesses. Great J?ri-
tain wants rnw material, and a market for her manu-
factured goods. · Africa wants rnanufactured goods, 
anel a market for her raw material. Shoulcl it, 
however, appear that, in place of profit, loss were to 
be lookecl for, and obloquy instead of honour, I yet 
believe that there is that commiseration, and that 
conscience, in the public mind, which will induce _this 
country to undertake, and, with the D1viue blessing, 
enable her to succeed in crushing "the greatest prac-
tica1 evil that ever afflicted mankind."* 

* Mr. Pitt. 





PART II. 

TI-IE REMEDY. 
, The desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.-Isaiah xxxv. J, ' 





PREFACE 

TO 

THE REMEDY. 

As the remedy 1 contemplate is now, for the first 
time, published, it is necessary to explain the reasou 
why it has hitherto been withheld. ln the spring of 
1888, 1 stated to several members of the cabinet my 
views as to the suppression of the Slave Trade. I 
could not reasonably expect, that, in the extreme 
pressure of business during the sitting of Parliarnent, 
they would be able to find time to give it the 
consi<leration it required, 1 therefore preparecl for 
the press anel printed a few copies of my work-de-
scribing the horrors of the Slave Trade, anel propos-
ing a rernecly, for the private use of the members of 
the aclministration, and placecl these in their hands 
on the day that the session closed. At the latter encl 
of the year (December 22), after various cornmuni-
cations with Lorcls Glenelg anel Palmerston, I was 
officially informed that the Government had resolvecl 
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to embrace and to adopt the substance of the plan. 
A question then arose as to the propriety of printing 
the whole work. It was thought highly desirable 
that the public should be put in possession of the facts 
which showed the extent of the Slave Trade, and the 
waste of humai1 life which accompanied it. But as 
a negociation had been commenced with Spain for 
the cession to Great Britain of the sovereignty of 
Fernando Po, it was not deeined advisable to give 
publicity to the intelligence I had obtained as to that 
island, and the importance I attached to its possession. 
It was therefore resolved that 1 should publish the 
first part, withholding the Remedy till the fate <:>f the 
negociation was determined; in consequence of which 
my first volume was put into circulation in the com-
mencement of the year 1839. 

The negociation has not, 1 regret to say, been 
as yet brought to an issue ; but it is in that 
state, that a definitive answer must speedily be re-
ceived, and 1 am assured that there 1s no occasion 
for any further delay .. 

There is another point upon which 1 wish to make 
myself clearly intelligible. Some of my most valu-
able associates have given me a friendly intimation 
that they " hold themselves wholly distinct from any 
measure the Government may adopt with respect to 
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the defence of the Colonies, or the suppression of the 
Slave Trade by armed force; and that they are not 
to be considered responsible for the recommendations 
that any member of our committee may make, in 
connexion with such measures." This is a protest 
against those passages in my Remedy in which I 
advise that our squadron may for the present be ren-
dered more efficient, and that our settlements should 
be protected by the British Government. I entirely 
feel, that the gentlemen who have rnade the protest 
cannot be considered as parties to this recommenda-
tion. It was a suggestion of my own-it was offered 
to Government before they had seen it-and Govern-
ment will take its own course upon the subject. ln 
my book I propose two .distinct courses; and I couple 
them together in the samework, beca use the arguments 
employed bear upon each of these separate questions. 
ln other words, I apply to the Government to do one 
thing for the -suppression of the Slave ~rrade, viz. to 
strengthen our squadron; and I apply to individuals 
to join me in measures having the sarne object, but of 
a character totally different. Such, for example, as 
an attempt to elevate the rnind of the people of 
Africa, anel to call forth the capabilities of her soil. 

I have no wish to disguise rny sentiments about 
armed force. I deprecate, as pmch as any man, re-
sorting to violence and war. These are against the 
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whole tenor of my views. It will be admitted, 1 
think, that 1 have laboured hard in this book to show, 
that our great error lias been, that we have depended 
far too much upon physical force . lt is, however, the 
duty of our Government to see that the peace of our 
settlements be preserved. The natives whom we 
induce to engage in agriculture must not be exposed 
to the irruption of a savage banditti, instigated by 
some miscreant frorn Europe, whose vessel waits 
upon the sho1·e for a human cargo. Nor must our 
runaway sailors repeat in Africa the atrocities which 
have been practisecl in New Zealand. Again anel 
again the Foulah tribes said to the missionaries on 
tbe river Gambia, " Give us security, anel we will 
gladly till the lancl anel pasture the cattle in your 
neighbourhoocl." There were no means of thus pro-
tecting them, and hence an experiment, founclecl on 
admirable principles, failed. But when 1 ask for an 
effectual police force, I ask for that only. I do not 
desire the employment of such a military force as 
might be perverted into the means of war anel con-
quest. I want only, that the man engaged in lawful 
and innocent employment in Africa, should have the 
sarne protection as an agricnltural labourer or a me- · 
chanic receives in England; and that there, as well 
as here, the murderer anel man-stealer may be ar-
rested anel punished. 
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It is possible that in these views I rnay be mis-
taken; and that the gentlemen to whom I aUude 
may wholly differ from me. But there is no reason 
beca use they do so, a vowing their dissent, that they 
should abstain from joining me in the task of deli-
vering Africa from the Slave Trade by the rneans of 
her own mind, and her own resources, developed and 
cultivated. ln this object we heartily agree; and 
for its accomplishment we rnay heartily unite. I 
number amongst my coadjutors very many of the 
Society of Friends ; but I prize too highly the disin-
terested and unflinching zeal with which that body 
pursues the objects which it approves, to be content 
to lose any individual of the number, especially 
tbrough a misapprehension ; and it is for the purpose 
of averting this, that I have thought it necessary to 
enter into this explanation. 

I have already described the state of Africa. It 
will on all hands be said that there are great, if not 
invincible, difficulties to the application of a remedy. 
This is but too true. There is only one consideration 
strong enough to prompt us to grapple with these 
difficulties, namely, a just apprehension of her 
m1senes. I pray my readers not to shrink from the 
task of sedulously studying the facts ' collected in this 
book. ln the case of Africa, I fear hardly anything 
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so much as the indulgence of excessive tenelerness 
of feeling. lf the benevolent anel religious portion 
of the public choose to content themselves with the 
general anel superficial conviction, that there is no 
doubt a great mass of misery_ in Africa, but refuse to 
sift anel scrutinize each circumstance of horror, 
pleading the susceptibility of their nerves as an apo-
logy to themselves for shutting their eyes anel closing 
their ears to such revolting details ; then the best 
hope for Africa-perhaps the only hope-vanishes 
away. rrhat resolute, unflinching, untiring deter-
mination which is necessary, in order to surmount 
the diffi.culties which lie in the way of her eleliver-
ance, requires not only that the understanding should 
be convinced, but that the heart should he moved. 
Our feelings will be far too tame for the occasion, 
unless we can, in pity to Africa, summon courage 
enough to face, anel to study, the horrors of the Slave 
Trade, anel the abominations which there grow out of 
a dark and bloody superstition. 



INTRODUCTION. 

lT has been no very difficult task to collect materials 
for a description of the varied and intense miseries 
with which Africa is affiicted. Every person who 
visits that country,-whether his motive be the pur-
suit of traffic or the gratification of curiosity, the pro-
secution of geographical science or of missionary 
labour,-brings back a copious collection of <letails 
calculated to excite pity, disgust, and horror. 

Happy would it be if it were as easy to point out 
the remedy, as to explore the disease. 

To this task I now ad<lress myself, difficult though 
it be, from various causes-from the magnitude of 
the evil-from the vast and complicated interests in-
volved-and from the cornparative scantiness of our 
information. For, while the miseries of Africa are such 
as meet the eye of the most casual traveller,-while her 
crimes anel woes are such as no one can overlook ;-
the sources from whence we must hope for the remedy 
lie much deeper and far more hidden from our view. 
We know so little really of the interior of Africa,-
her geography, her history, her soil, climate, and pro-
ductions,-so little of the true condítion anel capa-



278 THE REMEDY. 

bilities' of her inhabitants, that (having collected all 
the information within my reach) it is with very great 
tliffidence I venture to put forth what appear to me, 
to be the principles which must rescue her, and the 
steps which we, as a nation, and as indivi<luals, 
are called upon to take, to carry those principles into 
operation. 

ln one respect I apprehend no liability to error. 
'~Tith all confidence we may affirm, that nothing per-
manent will be effected, unless u:e raise the native 
mind. It is possible to conceive such an application 
of force, as shall blockade the whole coast, and sweep 
away every slaver: but should that effort relax, the 
trade in man would revive. Compulsion, so long as 
it lastsJ may restrain the act, but it will not eradicate 
the motive. rrhe African will not have ceased to 
desire, and vehemently to crave, the spirits, the 
ammunition, anel the articles of finery and commerce 
which Europe alone can supply: anel these he can ob-
tain by the Slave Trade, and by the Slave Trade only, 
while he rernains what he is. The pursuit of man, 
tberefore, is to him not a matter of choice and selec-
tion, but of necessity, and after any interval of con-
strained abstinence he will revert to it as the business 
of his life. 

But, when the Africán nations shall emerge from 
their present state of darlmess and. debasement, they 
will require no arguments from us, to convince them 
of the monstrous impolicy of the Slave Trade. They 
will not be content to see their remaining t0rritories 
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a wilderness, themselves in penury, their villages 
exposeel elay after elay to havoc anel conflagration, their 
chilelren kidnappeel anel slaughtereel,-ancl all for the 
purpose of gainiHg a paltry snpply of the most ü1-
ferior anel pernicious articles of Europe. They will 
perceive, that their effective strength 1i1ay be applied 
to other, anel more lucrative purposes : anel as their 
intellect aclvances, it is not too much to hope that 
their rnorals will improve, anel that they will awaken 
to the enormous wickedness, as well as fo11y, of this 
cruel system. "Europe, therefore," (to use the words 
of one of the most clistinguishecl of African travel-
lers, *) "will have clone little for the Blacks, if ihe 
abolition of the Atlantic Slave 'frade is · not followed 
_up by some wise anel granel plan for the civilization 
of the continent. None presents a fairer prospect 
than the eelucation of the sons of Africa in their own 
country, anel by their own countrymen previously 
eelucatecl by Europeans." 

W e rnay assume, anel with almost equal confi-
dence, that Africa can never be delivered, till we 
have callecl forth the rich procluctiveness of her soil. 
She derives, it rnust be confessed, some pecuniary 
aelvantage from the Slave Traele: happily, however, 
it is the smallest possible arnount of revenue, at 
the largest possible arnomit of cost. The strength 
of our case, anel the founclation of our hope, lie in 
the assurance,-1 am ternpted rather to ca11 it, the 
indisputable certainty,-that the soil will yielel a fo r 

* llurckhardt, p. 344. · 
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more generous return. Grant that the chieftains 
sell every year 250,000 of the inhabitan ts, and that into 
their hands ±:4 per head is honestly paid. (This is not 
the fact, however, for they are often defrauded alto-
gether, and are always cheated by receiving mer-
chandise of the most inferior description.) But let us 
suppose that they get the value of one millio-n. of 
money: we have, from this sum, to deduct, first, the 
cost of maintaining their a.rmies intended for the 
Slave Trade : then of the reprisals which are ma<le 
upon themselves, anel the consequent ravage of their 
land and destruction of their property : thirdly, the 
material items of arms, ammunition, and arclent 
spirits, which form one-third of the whole of the 
goods imported into Central Africa, anel the greater 
part of which are consumed in their horrid slave- . 
hunts :*-to say nothing of a.ny indirect loss, such 
as millions of fertile acres being left a desert; 
-nothing of perils encountered and torments en-
dured ;-making no other abatement than the three 
sources of direct and unavoidable expense which l 
have named,-the million will have melted a.way 
to a very slender sum. Call the clear profit, for 
argwnent's sake, ±:300,000 ;-and is ±:300,000 all 
that can be reaped from so extensive a portion of the 

* I remember it was given ín evídence before a Parlíamentary 
Committee, that an African chief thus concisely stated his mcr-
cantile víews :-" We want three thíngs, viz. powder, ball, and 
brandy ; and we have three things to sell, viz. men, women, and 
children. " 
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globe, inferior to none other in native wealth? I-Ier 
fisheries, separately taken, would yield more ; or her 
mines, or her timber, or her drugs, her indigo, or her 
sugar, or her cotton. 

1 am then stedfast in my belief, that the capabili-
ties of Africa would furnish full compensation to 
that country for the loss of the Slave Trade. It may 
sound visionary at the present time, but 1 expect that 
at some fature, and not very distant day, it will 
appear, that for every pound she now receives from 
the export of her people, a hunclred pounds' worth 
of produce, either for home consumption or foreign 
commerce, will be raisecl from the fortility of her 
soil. 

It is something to lrnow that there is a natural and 
an infallible remedy for the distractions of Africa, 
and that the remedy is within reach, were there but 
the sagacity to use it. It is another question, how 
we shall cause that remecly to be applied, and how 
we shall make manifest to the clouded perceptions of 
her people, the false economy of selling her effective 
strength, while her plains remain a desert, instead 
of employing that strength in transforming that 
desert into a fruitful anel smiling land. Capabi-
lities are nothing to the unreflecting mind of the 
savage : he wants something present and tan-
gible. 

I-Iow then shall vve undeceive her chiefs, and con-
vince them, that it is for their interest that the Slave 
Trade should cease? This we must elo for Africa : 
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we must elevate tlze minds of lzÚ people, and call 
fortlz tlze capabilities of lzer soil. 

Bearing in minJ, that every effort we make must 
be intendecl, either directly or remotely, to effect one, 
or other, or both of these objects, I now proceecl 
to a detail of the remeclial measures which it seems 
necessary to aclopt. 



283 

CHAPTER 1. 

PREPARATORY l\IEASURES. 

The first thing to be done, is to throw all possible 
impediments in the way of the Slave Trade, and to 
make it both more precarious and less profita.ble than 
it is at present. 

ln order to do this, om· squadron must he 1·en-
dered more efficient.; and this it is supposed may be 
accomplished-

1 st. By concentrating on the coast of Africa 
the whole force employed in this particular ser-
vice. It has been our practice hitherto to distri-
bute a few ships along the African coast, while others 
cruise near South America and the W est lndies. 
The former, though they have failed in suppressing 
the trade, have at all events done something 
towards the annoyance of the trader. The latter, 
with equal zeal, and a much larger force, have done 
little or nothing towards this object. On the ave-
rage of the last four years to which the accounts 
extend, viz., 1834-5-6 and 7, we have had on the 
W est Indian and South American stations 42 vessels 
of war; on the African station, 14. · By the former 
there have been taken and adjudicated, in four years, 
34 slavers; by the smaller squadron, 97. 

I am not so ignorant as to infer that the Admi: 
tJ 
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ralty were in error in this distribution of their dis-
posable force. I well know that other objects than the 
suppression of the Slave Trade demanded attention : 
as little do I presume to cast any reflection upon 
the naval offi.cers in command. But from these facts I 
conceive I am entitled to draw the conclusion, that, 
as far as the Sla ve Trade is concerned, little -Or no 
benefit has been derived from the force stationed in 
the neighbourhood of Cuba and Brazil. 

2dly. The effi.ciency of our squadron may be im-
proved by an actual increase of the force. 

1 am aware that some gentlemen, seeing that all 
our past naval e:fforts have failed, .are in favour of 
withdrawing our whole force, and of re)ying exclu-
sively on other means; but it appears to me, that ín 
order to try these other mea:ns with the niost advan-
tage, it is needful, for a time, to retain our force on 
the coast of Africa. 

If at the moment when we are beginning to 
encourage agricultura! industry, anel to give an im-
pu~se to the minds of her people, our navy were to 
abandon the coast, there can be no doubt that it 
would be a signal to the chiefs of the country ( still 
ignorant of the resources of their soil, and still sup-
posing that the Slave Trade alone can supply them 
with the luxuries of Europe) to prosecute their horrid 
traffi.c wíth even more than their usual energy. 
They would avail themselves of the removal of the 
only check which they have hitherto felt, and at the 
very moment when our last ship departed from the 
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coast, Africa would present a scene of conflagration, 
massacre, and convulsion, such as even Africa has 
never before witnessed. 

Can it be imagined that agriculture could thrive or 
the voice of the teacher receive attention, or the arts 
of peace take root, at such a moment? Having per-
severed so long and so unprofitably iu the attempt to 
suppress the traffic by force, it would be a poor mode 
of repairing our error, to dismiss that force just at 
the time when we most required tranquillity, and 
when anything likely to give a new impulse to the 
Slave Trade would be peculiarly unseasonable. 

It would appear to be a wiser policy to augment 
our force, and thus to multiply the risks, while we 
reduce the profits of the trade. W e should try, if it 
we1·e only for a given period, the full effect of what 
can be done by our maritime strength : instead of 
doling out, year by"year, a force inadequate to our 
object, we should at this juncture strike a telling 
blow, so that the African, while measuring the ad-
vantages of that system w hich we wish him to aban-
don, against that w hich we desire to see adopted, may 
feel in its greatest force the weight of those hazards 
and discouragements w hich the British navy can 
interpose. 

3dly. We may increase the efficiency of our 
squadron by the employment of steamers as part of 
the proposed reinforcement. I am, it must be con-
fessed, but ill qualified to offer an opinion on a 
matter which comes rather within the province of 

u 2 
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naval officers. I can only say, that amongst the 
rnany persons conversant with the coast of Africa, 
and with the Slave Trade, from whom I have sought 
information, I have not met with an individual 
who has not urgecl that steamers might be employecl 
with great aclvantage. It is not only, that they 
would be able to explore rivers and harhours, which 
other vessels cannot enter, but that in latitudes 
where frequent calms prevail, they might often 
come up with slavers, which have hitherto escaped 
our cruisers. We know too well, that with bis slaves 
safely on board, anel his vessel fairly at sea, it is not 
often that the slave tracler is captured. "Once out-
side in rny trim vessel, you may catch me if you 
can,"* is, unhappily, something more than an empty 
vaunt. ln the proposed employment of steamers, to 
search the mouths of rivers, one precaution is indis-
pensable. They must be manned by persons who 
can bear the climate to which they will be exposed. 
Aclmiral Elliott, now commanding on this station, 
objects to exploring the rivers, on account of the 
loss of life which invariably follows among British 
seamen : he recommends the enlistment of black sea-
men for this service, and the purchase of small armed 
steamers to be ernployed exclusively in rivernavigation. 

I may as well say here, once for all, that, in all 
om· African undertakings, I look to the employment 
( except in a very few cases) o[ the negro and co-
loured race, anel that I have reason to believe that 

• Vide page 164. 
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well qualified agents of that clescription may be pro-
cured without difficu1ty. 

I proceed now to the suggestion of a second pre-
paratory measure. 

T1·eaties slwuld be jo1·med with native powm·s in 
Africa-tbey receiving certain aclvantages, propor-
tioned to the assistance they afford in the prosecution 
of our objects, anel engaging on their side, to put down 
the Slave Trade. I elo not mean to say, that this is 
all that ought to be contemplated in these treaties. 
To give facilities- for commerce anel agricultura! set-
tlements will be a subject of consideration hereafter. 
All I urge at this point of the argument, is, that we 
should elo our utmost t? obtain the cordial co-opera-
tion of the hatives in the suppression of their detestable 
traffic. 

I am aware that a formidable objection to this pro-
position will present itself to many of my readers. 
It will be said, that it is visionary to su ppose that these 
barbarian chieftains can be induced, except by force 
of arms, to connect themselves with us,- to lencl us 
their aid in extinguishing their only trade,- to enter 
into peaceable commerce with us ; anel, yet more, 
to admit us, as friends, into their dominions, anel 
voluntarily to grant us such an extent of territory 
and of privileges, as shall enable us to plant settle-
ments among them. 

I trust, however, that in this case, we are to he 
guicled, not by preconceivecl opinions, lmt by facts 
gatherecl from experience. The truth is, anel on this 
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my hopes are built, that the natives, so far from shun-
ning intercourse with us, and rejecting our overturesfor 
peace and commerce, have been, in almost every case, 
eager and importunate that we should settle among 
them. If further progress has not been made, it is our-
selves who have been to blame. I find abundant iu-
stances in which they have declared their willingness 
and ability to suppress the Slave 'frade, anel in which 
they have offered to grant every facility for commerce, 
-to cede territory,-and, in not a few cases, to put 
themselves under our dominion. 1 find even treaties to 
this effect, formed between British officers and native 
chiefs. But 1 can seldom find that these invitations 
to amity and commerce have been encouraged, or that 
these treaties have been ratified by the Home Go-
vernment. 

1 grant that this anxiety on the part of the negroes 
to hold communication with us, is one of the most 
unexpected, as it is one of the most encouraging fea-
tures of the whole case. lt would have been far from 
strange if the disposition of African potentates had 
been adverse to a connexion with us. They have 
had but little reasou to think favourably of Eu-
ropean intentions, or to feel any great reverence for 
those who bear the name of Christians. If they are 
otherwise than distrustful of us, it must arise from 
their drawing a distinction between the course we 
pursue in Africa, anel that taken by other civilised 
nations; anel from their having leamt by experience 
duly to appreciate the nature of our settlements at 
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Sierra Leone and elsewhere ; or else from a deeper 
sense than we give them credit for, of their own forlorn 
and disastrous condition, and a conviction that they 
would be likely to improve it by intercourse with us. 
It may be, that they loathe their present evils further 
than 'we lrnow, and, feeling impotent to rise out of 
their distresses by their own vigour, hope for deliver-
ance through our instrumentality. But we must reason 
on facts as we find them ; and I believe that they bear 
me out in stating, that there exists throughout the 
whole space, from Senegarnbia to Benin, a marked 
conficlence in the British; and not only a readiness, but 
an anxiety, to have us for their neighbours, and to 
enter into amicable relations with us. I need not say 
how much depends upon the truth or fallacy of this 
statement. If it be true, many of the most formida-
ble difficulties in our way are removed, and there 
""ill be, at least, an admitted possibility of a league 
between England and Africa,-for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade,-for the spread of commerce,-and 
for the development of those vast resources which are 
buried in the African soil. This, then, I shall endea.-
vour to prove ; but as there is an exception to this 
facility of intercourse, I will state it at once. 

I suspect it will be very difficult to gain tbe concur-
1•ence of the chiefs on the coast : these, in the words 
of a gentleman who has spent many years in studying 
the geography of Africa, and the character of its inha-
bitants, are" a rabble of petty chiefs, the rnost igno-
rânt and rude, and the greatest vagabonds on earth." 
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They have been rendered habitual drunkards by 
the spirits which Slave Ships supply. As slave-
factors, they have been steeled against all com-
passion and aH sympathy with human suffering; 
and no better influence has been exercised over them, 
than that derived from intercourse with the dregs of 
Europe. Besides, they obtain a two-fold aàvantage 
from the Slave Trade. The goods they obtain from 
Europeans give a considerable profit when sold 
to the natives, while the slaves, received by them 
in return for those goods, yield a profit still more con-
siderable, when sold to the slave-captain. 

V\T e must then expect great opposition from the 
chiefs on the coast. It appears, indeed, from the 
journals of all travellers in Africa, th~t every impedi-
ment has been thrown in their way, in order to pre-
vent their proceeding to the interior of the country. 
It is, however, sorne consolation to learn from re-
cent travellers, that the power of these chÍefs has 
been greatly exaggerated. 

But whatever difficulties we may have to encoun-
ter with the chiefs on the coast, ( and 1 confess that, 
vieiving their character, and the insalubrity of 
the climate near the sea, and at the mouths of 
rivers, 1 apprehend that they will be far from 
light,) there is good reason to believe that we sball 
find a i:nuch better disposition on the part of the 
Sultans and sovereigns of the interior, to receive, to 
treat, and to trade with us. I shall endeavour to 
show, first, that with respect to the two most power-
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ful potentates of Central Africa, the Sheikh of Bor-
nou, and the Sultan of the Felatahs, there is sorne 
reason for supposing that we need not despair of 
their co"'.operation. 

Major Denham, in speaking of the Slave Trade at 
Bornou, says :-" I think I may say, that neither the 
Sheikh himself, nor the Bornou people, carry on the 
traffic without feelings of disgust, which even habit 
cannot conquer. Of the existence of a foreign Slave 
Trade, or one which consigos these unf?rtunates to 
Christian masters, they are not generally aware at 
Bornou ; and so contrary to the tenets of his religion, 
(Mahometanism,) of whfoh he is a strict observer, 
would be such a system of barter, that one may 
easily conclude the Sheikh of Bornou would be will-
ing to assist, with all the power he possesses, in any 
plan which might have for its object the putting a 
final stop to a commerce of this nature . . 

"The eagerness with which all classes of people 
listened to our proposals for es.tablishing a frequent 
communication by means of European merchants, 
and the protection promised by the Sheikh to such 
as should arrive within the sphere of bis influence, 
particularly if they were English, excites an anxious 
hope that some measures will be adopted for directing 
the labours of a population of millions, to something 
more congenial to the humanity and the philanthropy 
of the age we live in, than the practice of a system of 
predatory warfare, which has chiefly for its object the 
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procuring of slaves, as the readiest and most valuable 
property to trade with. 

" Every probability is against such a barter being 
preferred by the African black. Let the words of 
the Sheikh himself, addressed to us, in the hearing of 
his people, speak the sentiments that have already 
found a place in his bosom :-' Y ou say true, we are 
all sons of one father ! You say, also, that the sons of 
Adam should not sell one another, and you know 
everything ! God has given you all great talents, 
but what are we to do? The Arabs who come here 
will have nothing else but slaves : why don't you 
send us your merchants? Y ou know us now, and 
let them bring their women with them, and live 
amongst us, and teach us what you talk to me 
about so often, to build houses, and boats, and make 
rockets.'" 

He adds, " Wherever El Kenemy, the sultan of 
Bornou, has power, Europeans, and particularly 
Englishmen, will be hos'pitably and kindly-received. 
Although harassed by the con_stant wars in which he 
has been engaged, yet has not the Sheikh been 
unmindful of the benefits which an extended com-
merce would confer upon his people, nor of the 
importance of impróving their moral condition, by 
exciting a desire to acquire, by industry and trade, 
more permanent and ce1-tain advantages than are to 
be obtained by a system of plunder anel destructive 
warfa.re. Arab or Moorish merchants, the only ones 
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who have hitherto venturéd amongst them, are en-
couraged and treated with great liberality. 

" It was with feelings of the highest satisfaction that 
I listened to some of the most respectable of the 
ú1ercpants, when they declí:ired, that were any other 
system of tr~ding adopted, they wo'uld gladly embrace 
it, in preference to dealing in slaves." 

Denham makes these observations in 1824; in 
1830, Richard Lander says, he learnt that the Sheikh 
of Bornou had prohibited the carrying of slaves any 
farther to the westward (that is, towards the c0ast) 
tlian vVawa, a tewn on the borders of his empire; 
and it is not unworthy of notice, that when Lander 
was at this place a few years before, the chief of 
W a wa sai d to him, "Tell your countrymen that they 
have my permission to come here and build a town, 
and trade up and down the Quorra" (the Niger). 

Captain Clapperton visited Bello, the powerful 
sultan of the Felatahs, in 1823, at Sackatoo. Their 
conversation often turned on the Slave Trade, which 
Clapperton urged the sultan to discontinue. Bello 
asked the captain, if the king of England would send 
him a consul, and a physician, to reside in Soudan, and 
merchants to trade with his people? Clapperton 
said he had no doubt bis wishes would be gratified, 
provided he would suppress the Slave Trade. The 
Sultan replied, "I will give the king of England a 
place on the coast to build a town." On another 
occasion, he assured Clapperton that he was ahle to 
put an effectual stop to the Slave Trade; and ex-
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pressed, with much earnestness of manner, his anxi-
ety to enter into permanent relations of trade and 
friendship with England. A t the ~lose of Clapper-
ton's viút, Bello gave him a letter to the king of 
England, to the sarne purport as the conversation 
which had taken place between them. These offers 
on the part of the Sultan of the Felatahs must be 
held to be of great importance. He is the chief of 
a warlike, enterprising people, who have extended 
their sway over many of the nations and tribes around 
them; and who, from the testimony of recent tra-
veUers, are actively employed in carrying on war 
with their neighbours to supply the demands of the 
Slave Trade. It appears that Captain Clapperton 
met with an ungraci_ous reception from Sultan Bello, 
in his last visit to Sackatoo in 1826; but this is 
accounted for by the Sultan's havirig discovered 
that Clapperton was on his way to visit his rival, 
the Sheik of Bornou, with whom he was then at 
war, and by the jealousy of the Arab merchants anel 
slave-dealers, who had carefully instilled into his 
mind, of suspicions as to the intentions of Great Bri-
tain. 1 am not aware that anything has been done to 
counteract this impression; but it wou1d not be diffi-
cult to disabuse the mind of Bello, who would, no 
doubt, be induced by a few presents, to afford his 
countenance and protection to British trade, by which 
Houssa would be so greatly benefited. 

1 will now proceed to prove, that there likewise 
exists ou the part of the chiefs of less powerful tribes a 



TREA TIES WITH AFRICA. 295 

disposition to enter into friendly relations with us . 1 
give a single illustration :-ln a despatch from Acting 
Governor Grant, d~ted Sierra Leone, 28th February, 
1821, 1 find that "an application had been made to 
Governor Macarthy by the king of the Foulahs, a very 
powerful prince in the interior, expressing a desire to 
have an offi.cer sent up to Teemboo, the capital of 
bis territories; and having myself," he says, ''received 
a very friendly letter from the king, 1 was induced, 
in conformity with Governor Macarthy's intentions, 
to despatch Mr. O'Beirn, assistant-surgeon to the 
forces, on that service. The influence of the Foulah 
nation, extending from the branches of the Sierra 
Leone River to the banks of the Niger, and com-
municating with the principal countries of the inte-
rior, renclers a friendly connexion with that country 
of much importance to our commercial interests ; 
and it is with much satisfaction 1 have ~o report the 
good effect of Mr. O'Beirn's exertions; which areal-
ready felt here, in the increased supply of ivory, gold, 
and cattle, brought by the Foulahs to our clifferent 
factories situate ou this river. Mr. O'Beirn is merely 
accompanied by a few people of colour to carry his 
luggage and presents, the expense of which will be 
trifling." He was received in the most friendly 
manner possible at Teemboo, the capital of the 
Foulah nation, by the king, Almami Abclool Kad-
dree. 

The following is an extract froB1 Mr. O'Beirn's 
Journal :-" I nevei· saw more joy and complacency 
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in any countenance, than his expressed, on my being 
introduced to him, anel I have seldom in my life 
experienced such a kind and warm reception." The 
chiefs were assembled to hear bis explariation of the 
objects of his mission : he explained to them the 
great advantage they would derive from carrying on 
a trade with the colony, and how much superior such 
a trade would be to the trafüc in slaves ; and told 
them, what England had done to put an end to it, and 
to give freedom to their countrymen. 

"Almami replied, that he had for many years 
wished for a communication to be opened between 
Sierra Leone and his country, Foota Jalloo, and 
that it should continue free and uninterrupted to the 
latest day; adding, that it was not his fault, or it 'v.ould 
have been effected years before. He likewise rn-
marked, with respect to what I bad said of the Slave 
Trade, it was bis opinion that it would be given up 
ere long ; that is, sending them for sale to the coast, 
and that he was folly convinced he would be brought 
to account in the next world for disposing of his 
fellow-creatures in that way; but hoped, at the same 
time, God would accept the ·excuse of the impossibility 
that formerly existed of procuring the necessaries of 
life in such abundance, or resisting the inducements 
held out, at tbat time, by the white people that carne 
to purchase them." · 

I do not wish to impose upon rny readel"s the 
monotonous task of travelling through a variety of 
su.ch treaties which these chieftains have made, or 
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have offered to make, with the British Government : 
these will be given in the Appendix ;* and I appre-
hend that those who take the trouble of examining 

, them will find, that there is no unwillingness on their 
part to grant any reasonable quanti~y of land,-
any powers however extensive,-and any conditions 
for the suppression of the Slave 1'rade, that we may 
think prop'er to propose; and that all this may be 
obtained for the trifüng consideration of a few dollars, 
or a few pieces of baft. I am ready to admit that 
little benefit has hitherto resulted from these negocia-
tions, but this does not arise .from any faithlessness 
on the part of the natives in the fulfilment of their 
engagements; on the contrary, I may quote the un-
exceptionable authority of Mr. Bandinel, of the 
Foreign Office, for the fact, that "com pacts for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade have been con-
cluded with the chiefs of severa! native states, and 
that those treaties have been faithfully maintained 
by the native sovei:eigns." . Mr. Rendall, late Govei--
nor of the Gambia, also says :-" With respect to 
the general conduct of the chiefs, I am not aware 
of our having any just cause to oomplain of a 
breach of confidence being comm.itted in the treaties 
heretofore made with them, nor do I think there is 
any just cause to fear that they are now more likely 
to forfeit their \'Vords and honour, particularly in 
.cases where their interests are studiously considered." 

The reasou why greater advantage l)as not been 
*Vide Appendix A. 
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derived from co-operation with these powers, is, as 
I have before intima.ted, that the British Govern-
ment has discountenanced almost all efforts in that 
direction. "It has never," says .Mr. H. Macaulay, 
Commissary Judge of Sierra Leone, in his evi-
dence before the Aborígines Committee, in 1837, 
"been the policy of om government from the first, 
while it was in the hands of the company, nor since 
it has been transferred to the . crown, to extend our 
territory in any way. Even when General Turner 
and Sir Neil Campbell were governors in former 
years, and acquired by treaty, and other just means, 
territory in the neighbourhood, and paid for it, the 
government ordered us to give it back. They would 
not allow us to take possession of it and occupy it 
as a British territory. And though, in my opinion. 
it would be desirable to extend our territory as our 
population increases so much, yet i t has not been 
clone." To the question-'' Do you think it would 
be expedient or just to take possession of the terri-
tory of these people without their consent ?" He 
ans;vers, " Certainly not; but we are such good 
neighbours, and they have such perfect confidence in 
us, that I think there would be no difficulty in acquir-
ing territory hy treaty." "Have you found any 
difficulty in preserving relations of amity with the 
surrounding natives ?"-'' None whatever." 

It appears to me well worth while to adopt an 
entirely new line of policy, and to establish, to the ut· 
most extent possible, a confederacy with thé chiefs, 
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from the Gambia on the VVest, to Begharmi on the 
East; and from the Desert on the North, to the Gulf 
of Guinea on the South. 

Thus, I have suggesteel two elistinct kinels of 
preparatory measures. 

lst. An augmentation ot the naval force employeel 
in the suppression of the Slave Trade, anel the con-
centration of that force on the coast of Africa, thus 
forming a chain of vessels from Gambia to Angola. 

2ndly. A corresponeling chain of treaties wíth na-
tive powers in the interior, pledging them to act in 
concert with us; to suppress the Slave Trade in their 
own territõry ; to prevent slaves from being carriecl 
through their elominions, anel, at the sarne time, to 
afford all needful facility anel protection for the trans-
port of legitimate rnerchanelise. Thus, by creating 
obstacles which have not heretofore existed, in the 
conveyance of negroes to the coast, anel by increasing 
the hazard of capture after embarkation, I cannot but 
anticipate that we shall greatly increase the costs 
anel multiply the risks of the Slave Tracle., 

If I am asked, whether I expect thus to effect 
its total abolition, I answer distinctly, No :-such 
measures may reduce, or even suspend, but they can-
not eraclicate the evil. If we succeed in establishing 
a hlockade of the coast, together with a confecleracy 
on shore, anel proceed no further, it will still be 
doubtful, as it has been in our former operations, 
whether more of good or of evil will be effectecl ;-
good, by the degree of restraint irnposecl on the traffic, 

X 
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or evil, by rendering what remains concealed anel 
contraband ; and when I recur to the fearful aggra-
vation of the sufferings of the slaves, which has 
already arisen from this cause, I am almost dispose<l 
to think that it were hetter to do nothing than to do 
only this. 

I propose the two measures I have just named, 
not as a remecly, but as an expeclient necessary for 
a time, in arder that the real remecly may be applied 
in the most effectual manner. For a time, the dan-
gers anel diffi.culties of the slave-trader must be 
increased, in arder that the dernand for slaves on the 
coast may be reduced in the interval that must neces-
sarily elapse hefore a total suppression can be ef-
fected. There was a time, during the last war, 
when our crnisers were so numerous in the African 
seas, that it was diffi.cult for a slaver to escape; and 
it was then observecl that the chiefs betook thernselves 
to agriculture and trade. 

rrhe greater the impediments that are thrown in 
the way of obtaining supplies through the accus-
tomed channels, the stronger becomes the induce-
ment to procure them in another anel better rnocle; 
and thus, the climinution of the Slave Tracle will 
operate as an encouragement to inclustry, anel a 
stimulus to comrnerce. Anel the evil being thus 
temporarily held in check, time anel space, so to 
speak, w i11 be given for the effectual opera ti ou of the 
remedy. 
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CHAPTER II. 

COM1\1ERCE AND CULTIVATION. 

-' I t was not possible for me to behold the fertility of the soil, lhe vast herds 
of cattle, propei- both for labour and food, and a variety of other circum-
stanccs favourable to colonization and agriculture, and reflect witbal ou the 
means which presented themselves of a vast inland navigation, wilhout la-
menting that a country so abundautly gifted and honoured by 11atlll'e, should 
remain in its present savage a nd neglected state."-PAnK. 

"The commercial intercourse of Africa opcns an inexhaustible source of 
wealth to the· manufacturing interests of Great Britain-to ali which the 
S lave Trade is a physical obstruction. " -Gus1•.tvus VAsA. Leller to Lo1'<l 
Hawkesbury. 1788. 

But what is the true remedy ? lt cannot be too 
deeply engraven upon the minds of British states-
rnen, that it is beyoncl our power to rescue Africa, 
if the burthen is to fall wholly anel permanently on 
ourselves. It is not the partial aid, lent by adis-
tant nation, but the natural and healthy exercise 
of her own energies, which will ensure success. 
vVe cannot create a remecly; but, if it be true that 
this remedy alrea<ly exists, anel that nothing is 
wanting but its right application-if Africa possesses 
within herself vast, though as yet undeveloped, re-
sources,-we may be competent to achieve the 
much less õnerous task of calling forth her powers, 

x2 
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and enabling her _to stand alone, rel ying upon the 
strength of her own nafore sinews. The work 
will be done, ·w hen her population shall be suffi.-
ciently enligl1tened to _ arrive at the conviction, 
(grounded on what their eyes see, and their hands 
handle,) that the wealth readily to be obtained from 
peaceful industry, surpasses the slender and preca-
rious profits of rapine. 

Our system hitherto has been to obtain the co-ope-
ration of European powers, while we have paid very 
little attention to what might be done in Africa itself: 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade. Our efforts in 
that direction have been few, faint, and limited to 
isolatecl spots, and those by no means well chosen. 
To me it appears that the converse of this policy 
woulcl have offerecl greater probabilities of success ; 
that, while no reasonable expectations can be enter-
tainecl of overturning this gigantic evil through the 
agency anel with the concuuence of the civilisecl 
world, there is a well-foundecl hope, amounting al-
most to a certainty, that this object may be attained 
through the medium anel with the concurrence of 
Africa herself. If, insteacl of our expensive and fruit-
less negotiations with Portugal, we hacl been, during 
the last twenty years, engaged in extending our inter-
course with the nations of Africa, unfolding to them 
the capabilities of her soil, anel the inexhaustible 
store of wealth which human labour might derive 
from its cultivation, anel convincing them that the 
Slave Tra<le alone clebars them from enjoying a 
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vastly more affiuent supply of our valuable commo-
dities, and if we had leaguecl ourselves with them to 
suppress that baneful traffi.c, which is their enemy 
even more than it is ours, there is reasou to believe 
that Africa would not have been what Africa is, in 
s.pite of all our exertions,-one universal den of cle-
so-lation, misery, anel crime. 

'~'hy elo I despair of winning the hearty co-opera-
tion of those European powers who now encourage 
or connive at the Slave Tracle ? I answer, because 
we have no suffi.cient bribe to o:ffer. The secret 
of their resistance is the 180 per cent. profit which 
attaches to the Slave Tracle. This is a tempta-
tion which we cannot outbicl. It has been, and it 
will be, the source of their persevering .clisregard 
of the claims of humanity, anel of their conteinpt for 
the engagements, however solemn, which they have 
contractecl with us. 

But why do I entertain a conficlent persuasion that 
we may obtain the cordial concurrence of the African 
powers? Because -the Slave Tracle is not their gain, 
but their loss. It is their ruin, because it is capable 
of <lemonstration, that, but for the Slave Tracle, the 
other tracle of Africa woulcl be increasecl fifty or a 
hunclrecl-fold. Because central Africa now receives 
in exchange for all her exports, both of people and 
productions, less than half a million of imports, one-
half of which may be goods of the worst description, 
anel a tlürcl macle up of arrns anel amrnunition. vVhat 
a wretchecl return is this, for the procluctions of so 

" 
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vast, so fertile, so magnificent a territory ! Take 
the case of central A.frica; the insigniíicance of our 
trade with it is forcibly exhibitecl by contrasting the 
whole return from thence, with some single article of 
no great moment which enters Great Britain. The 
feathers received at Liverpool from Ireland reach an 
amount exceeding all the procluctions of central 
Afrjca; the eggs from France anel Ireland exceed 
one-half of it; while the va1ue of pigs from Ireland 
into the port of Liverpool is three times as great as 
the whole trade of Great Britain in the productions of 
the soil of central Africa.o:-:' What an exhibition does 
this give of the ruiu which the Slave Trade entails 
on Africa ! Can it be doubtecl that, with the extinc-
tion of that blight, there would arise up a commerce 
which would pour into Africa European articles of 
a vastly superior quality, anel to a vastly superior 
amount? 

If it be true that Africa would be enriched, anel 
that her population wou1cl enjoy, in multiplied abun-
dance, those commodities, for tírn acquisition of which 
she now incurs such intense misery, the one needful 

* Eggs, total amount unknown, but into Lonclon, 
Liverpool, and Glasgow, from France anel . í:. 
Ireland alone . 275, 000 

FcatheTS from Ireland to Liverpool (Porter's 
"Progress of Nation," p. 83) 500, 000 

Pigs from Irei anel to Liverpool (Porter, Ibid.) 1, 488, 555 

Total imports, produ.ctions of the soil of Central 
Africa (Porter'sTables,Si1p1Jlement, No. 5) 456,014 
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thing, in order to induce them to unite with us in 
repressing the Slave 'frade, is, to convince them that 
they will gain by selling the procluctive labour of the 
people, instead of the people themselves. 

lVIy first object, then, is to show that Africa pos-
sesses within herself the means of obtaining, by fair 
trade, a greater ·quantity of our goods than she now 
receives from the Slave 'frade; anel, secondly, to 
point out how this truth may be rnade plain to the 
African nations. I have further to prove, that Great 
Britain, and other countries (for the argument applies 
as much to them as to us), have an interest in the 
question only inferior to that of Africa, anel that if we 
cannot be persuadecl to suppress the Slave 'frade for 
the fear of Goel, or in pity to man, it ought to be clone 
for the lucre of gain. 

The irnportance of Africa, as a vast field of Euro-
pean commerce, though it has been frequently ad-
vertecl to, anel its aclvantages elistinctly pointecl out 
by those who have visited that part of the world, has 
not hitherto suffi.ciently engaged public attention, or 
led to any great practical results. It is, perhaps, not 
cliffi.cult to account for the apathy which has been 
manifested on this subject-Africa has a bacl narne; 
its climate is representeel, anel not altogether unjustly, 
as pestilential, anel destructive of European life ; its 
population as barbarous anel ignoraut, indolent anel 
cruel-more adclictecl to preclatory warfare than to 
the arts of peace ; anel its interio.r as totally inacces -
sible to European enterprise. With the exception of 
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a few spots, such as Sierra· Leone, the Gambia, the 
Senegal, &e., its immensely extended line of coast is 
open to the ravages anel elemoralization of the Slave 
Traele, anel the elevastating incursions of pirates. The 
difficulties connecteel with the establishment of a le-
gitimate cornmerce with Africa may be traceel prin-
cipally to these circumstances; anel coulel they be re-
moved, by the removal of their cause, the obstacles 
arising from climate-the supposeel character of its 
people-ancl the difficulty of access to the interior, 
would be easily overcome. 

Legitimate commerce would put down the Slave 
Trade, by demonstrating the superior value of man 
as a labourer on the soil, to rnan as an object of 
merchandise; anel if conductecl on wise anel equi-
table principles, might be the precursor, or rather 
the attenclant, of civilisation, peace, anel Christianity, 
to the unenlightened, warlike, anel heathen tribes "vho 
now so foarfully prey on each other, to supply the 
slave-markets of the Neúr \'Torld. ln this view of 
the subject, the meryhant, the philanthropist, the 
patriot, anel the Christian, rnay unite; anel should 
the Governrnent of this country lend its powerful in-
fluence in organising a commercial system of just, 
liberal, anel com prehensive principles-guarding the 
rights of the native on the one hancl, anel securing pro-
tection to the honest trader on the other,-a hlow 
would be struck at the nefarious traffic in human 
beings, from which it could not recover; aml the 
richest hlessings woulel be conferred on Africa, so 
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long clesolated anel degraeleel by its intercourse with 
the basest anel most iniquitous part of mankind. 

The present conelition of Africa in relation to com-
merce is deplorable. 

The whole arnount of goods exported direct from 
Great Britain to all Africa is consielerably within one 
million sterling. 

ln the year 1835, the cleclared value of British 
anel Irish produce anel manufactures exported to the 
whole of Africa was .:f'.917,726. 

Central Africa possesses within itself everything 
from which commerce springs. No country in the 
world has nobler rivers, or more fertile soil ; anel it 
contains a population of fifty millions. 

This country, which ought to be amongst the chief 
of our customers, takes from us only to the value of 
.:f'.312,938 of our manufactures, .:f'.101,104* of which 
are maele up of the value of anns anel amrnunition, 
anel leael anel shot. 

I must request the reader to fix his attention on 
these facts; they present a clreadful picture of the 
moral prostration of Africa,-of the power of the 
Slave Tracle in withering all healthy commerce,-of 
the atrocious means resorteel to, in orcler to maintain 
anel perpetuate its horrors,- anel of the very slender 
sum which can be put down as expenclecl in fair anel 
honest trading. 

The declareel value of British aml l rish procluce 
* Parliamentary Returns for 1837. 
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anel rnanufactures, exported in 1837, was, according 
to parliamentary returns-

'ro Asia . 
America 

· Australia 
Hayti 
Central Africa 

f'.4,639,736 
15,40G,552 

921,568 
171,050 
312,938 

Deductii1g from this last sum the value of ·arms, 
ammunítion, &c., the remnant of the annual trade of 
this country, so favourecl by nature, and enclowecl 
with such capabilities for commerce, is but f'.211,834. 

'f here is many a cotton spinner in Manchester 
who manufactures much more ; there are some 
dealers. in Lonclon whose yearly trade is ten times 
that sum ; anel there is many a merchant in this 
country who exports more than the amount of onr 
whole exports to Africa, arms anel ammunitíon in-
cluded. 

The imports from Africa into this country, though 
they have, undoubteclly, increased since the year 
1820, are still extremely limitecl; anel it is observ-
able that they scarcely embrace any articles produced 
from the cultivation of the soil. Their estimatecl 
value, in 1834, was f'.456,014* (exclusive of golcl 
clust, about f'.260,000) ; they consisted chiefly of 
palm-oil, teaktimber, gums, ivory, bees'-wax, &e., 

* See Porter's Tables. 
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all extremely valuable, aild in great demand, but 
obtained at comparatively little labour anel cost. 

So small an amount of exports from a countt•y so 
full of mineral and vegetable wealth, either shows 
the extreme ignorance anel indolence of the people, 
or the total want of security both to person anel pro-
perty which exists in consequence of the Slave Trade. 
All the authorities which are accessible, clearly show 
that the latter is the true cause why the commerce 
between Africa and the civilised worlcl is so trifling; 
anel there is one remarkable fact which corroborates 
it, namely, that nearly all the legitimate ti~ade with 
central Africa is effecteq through the medium of 
those stations which have been establishecl by the 
British anel French governments on its coasts, anel 
in anel around which the trade in slaves has either 
been greatly checked, or has totally disappeared. 

But limitecl as the con'lmerce of Africa is at pre-
sent with the civilised world, anel infamous as one 
part o~ that commerce has been, it is capable of being 
indefinitely increased, anel of having a character im-
pressecl on it, alike honourable to all parties engagecl 
in it. The advantages which would accrue to Africa, 
in the development of her resources, the civilisation 
of her people, and the destruction of one of the greatest 
evils which has ever affiicted or disgraced mankind,-
not less than the benefits which would be secured to 
Europe in opening new marts . for her produce anel 
new fields for her commercial enterprise-would be 
incalculable. 
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What can we do to bring about this consummation ? 
It is in our power to encourage her cornrnerce ;- to 
improve the cultivation of hm· soil ;-and to raise the 
momls, and tlze mind of he1· inhaóitants. This is all 
that we can do ; but this done, the Slave Trade can-
not continue. 

The first question, then, to be considered is, in 
what way can we give an impulse to the comrnerce 
of Africa? I apprehencl that, for this purpose, little 
more is necessary than to provide security, and convey 
a sense of security : withont this, there can be no 
traffic : thís alone, with such resources as Africa pos-
sesses, will cause legitimate commerce to spring up 
anel thrive of itself; it wants no more than leave to 
grow. Nothing short of so monstrous an evil as the 
Slave Trade could have kept it down. 

Its natural productionsi~ anel commercial re-

* PRonué:TIONs.-Animals.-Oxen, sheep, goats, pigs, &e., 
&e., Guinea fowls, common poultry, ducks, &e. 

Grain.-Rice, Indian com, Guinea corn, or millet, wheat, 
Dourah, &e. 

Fru.its.-Ora11ges, lemons, guavas, pines, citrons, limes, pa-
paws, plantains, bananas, dates, &e., &e. 

Roots.-Manioc, igname, batalee, yams, arrow-root, ginger, 
sweet potato, &e., &e. 

Timber .. -Teak, ebony, lignum vitre, and forty or fifty other 
species of wood for all purposes. 

Nuts.-Palm-nut, shea-nut, cocoa-nut, cola-nut, grnund-nut, 
castor-1mt, netta-nut, &e., &e . 

.Dyes.-Carmine. yellow various shacles, blue, orange various 
sliacles, red, crimson, brown, &e. 

Dye woods.- Cam-woocl, har-woocl, &e., &e. 
Gums.-Copal, Senegal, mastic, sudan, &e . . · 



AFRICAN COMMERC E. 311. 

sources are inexhaustible. From the testimony of 
merchants whose enterprise has, for many years past, 
led them to embark capital in the African tra<le; and 
from the evidence furnished by the journals of tra-
vellers into the interior of the country,* we gather 

Drugs.-Aloes, cassia, senna, frankincense, &c. 
Minerals.-Gold, iron, copper, emery, sal-ammoniac, nitre, &c. 
Sugar-cane, coffee, cotton, índigo, tobacco, Judia rubber, bees-

wax, ostrich feathers and skins, ivory, &c. 
Fish.-Of an immense variety, and in great abundance. 
NoTE.-The above is a very imperfect list, but it may serve to 

show, at a glance, some of the riches of Africa. For all the state-
ments relating to Africa, its capahilities and productions, I have 
specifü: authorities; but it seems hardly necessary to quote them. 

"' I shall here mention some of the names of countTies and 
kingdoms :-

Timbuctoo, the great emporium of traele in central Africa. 
The powerful kingdom of Gago, 400 Arabic miles from Tim-

buctoo to the south-east, abounds with corn anel cattle. Guber, 
to the east of Gago, abounds with cattle. · Cano, once the famous 
Ghana, abounds with corn, rice, and cattle. Cashna Agadez, 
fields abound with rice, millet, anel cotton. Giiangara, south of 
this, a region greatly abounding in golel anel aromatics. Balia, 
celebrated for its fine golel, four months' voyage to Timbuctoo. 
Bournou, its capital very large, anel inhabitants great traders. 
The country very rich and fertile, anel produces rice, beans, cotton, 
hemp, índigo in abundance, horses, buffaloes, and homeel cattle, 
sheep, goats, camels, &c. Yaoorie produces abundance of rice. 
The country between R. Formosa anel Aclra affords the finest 
prospect in the world. Inland it is healthy, anel the climate good. 
Trees uncommonly large anel beautiful, cotton of the finest quality, 
amazingly plentif11l, and índigo anel. other dye stuffs abundant. 
The Jabboos carry on grnat trade in grain between Benin anel 
Lagos. Boossa is a large emporiurn for trade. The place where 
the people from the sea-coast meet the caravans from Barbary 
to exchange their merch:melise. From Boossa to Darfur there 
are numerous 1Jowerfu1, fertile, cultivated, well-wooded, watered, 
populous, anel inelustrious states. Benin, Bournou, Dar Saley, 
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that Nature has scattered her bounties with the most 
lavish hand ; and that what is requirecl to make them 
available to the noblest purposes is a legitimate com-
merce sustained by the government, anel directecl by 
honourable men. 

ln the animal kingclom I fincl that, in aclclition to the 
wilcl beasts which infest its forests, anel occupy its 
swamps, anel whose skins, &e., are valuable as an 
article of comrnerce, irnmense herds of cattle, incal-
culable in number, range its plains. Rides, there-
fore, to almost any arnount, rnay be ohtaineel; anel 
well-feel beef, of excellent quality anel flavour, can be 
obtaineel at some of our settlements, at from '2d. to 
3d. per lb. There are also in various clistricts im-
mense flocks of sheep ; but as they are covered with 

Darfur, Kashua, Houssa, Timbuctoo, Sego, Wassenah, and many 
others, are populous kingdoms, abounding in metals, minerals, 
fruits, grain, cattle, &e. 

Attah, on the Niger, healthy, many natural aclvantages, will be 
a place of great importance, a11uvial soil, &e. The places on the 
banks of the Niger are rich in sheep, goats, bullocks, &e. 

Fundah, population 30,000; beautiful country. 
Doma, JJOpulation large and industrious. 
Beeshle and J acoba, places of great trade. 
Rabba, population 40,000. 
Toto, population immense. 
Alorie (Feletah), vast herds anel flocks. 
Bumbum, thoroughfare for merchants, from Houssa, Borgoo, 

&e., to Gonga, vast quantity of lancl cultivated. 
Gungo (Island), palm-trees in ·profusion . 
Egga, two miles in length; vast number of canoes. Egga to 

Bournou, said to be fifteen days' journey. 
Tschadda, on its banks immense herds of elephants seen, from 

50 to 400 at a time. 
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a very coarse wool, approaching to hair, and t.heir 
f1esh is not very good on the coast, it may be said, that 
though numerous, th~y are not valuable; their skins, 
however, might form an article for export. Goats 
of a very fine and large kind are equally nume-
rous, and sell at a lower price than sheep. Their 
skins are valuable. Pigs can be obtained in any 
numbers; they are kept at several of the coast sta-
tions. Domestic poultry, the Guinea hen, common 
fowls, ducks, &e., are literally swarming, especially 
in the interior, and may be had for the rnost trifling 
articles in barter both on the coast and inland. Fish 
of all kincls visit the shores and rivers in immense 
shoals, anel are easily taken in great quantities cluring 
the proper season. 

The mineral kingdom has not yet been explorecl, but 
enough is already lrnown to show that the precious 
metals abound, particularly gold. The golcl-clust ob-· 
tained from the becls of some rivers, and otherwise pro-
duced, is, cornparatively, at present, a large branch of 
the African trade. It is saicl that golcl may be procurecl 
in the kingclom of Bambouk, which is wáterecl by the 
Felema, flowing into the Senegal, anel is therefore 
easily attainable in any quantity. - Martin says, (vol. 
iv., p . . 540,) the main clepositories where this metal is 
traced, as it were, to its source, are two mountains, 
Na Takon anel Semayla. ln the former, golcl is very 
abundant, anel is found united with earth, iron, or 
ernery. ln the latter, the golcl is imbeclded l.n hard 
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-
sandstone. N nmerous streams (he adds) flow from 
these districts, almost all of which flow over sands 
impregnated with golcl. The natives, unskilled in 
mining operations, have penetrated to very little depth 
in these mountains. Park found the mines of the 
Konkadoo hills, which he visited, excessively rich, but 
very badly vvorked. (Chapter on gold, vol. i. pp. 454, 
465, 524, anel vol. ii. pp. 73, 76.) The golcl which 
forrns the staple commodity of the Gold Coast, is 
chiefly brougbt down from rnountains of the interior. 
It ís said that the whole soil yields gold-dust, and 
that small quantities are outained even in the town of 
Cape Coast.* There are reportecl to be mines wíthin 
twenty or thirty rniles of the shore, but the na-
tives are very jealous of allowing Europea11s to see 
them.t Dupuis anel Bowelitch speak of the "soliel 
lumps of rock golel" which ornament the perso11s of 
the cabooceers in the court of the king of Ashantee, 
at Coomassie.:I= Mrs. Lee (late Mrs. Bowclitch) says, 
that the great rnen will frequently on state occasions, 
so loacl their wrists with these lumps, that they are 
obligecl to support them 011 the heacl of a boy. The 
largest piece she saw at Cape Coast weighecl 14 oz. 
anel was very pure.§ Dupuis, 011 the authority of 
some Mohammeda11s, says that a great deal of gold 
comes from Gaman, anel that it is the richest m 

* Sierra Leone Report, 1830, p. 87 . t Ib. p. 88. 
t Dupuis' Ashantee, p. 74; Bowclitch's Travels, p. 35. 

~ " Stories of Strange Lancls," p. 66. 



l\UNERALS. 315 

Africa.'* Gold is said to be discovered m a plain 
near Houssa; anel another writer (Jackson) says-_ 
" The produce of Soudan, returned by the akka-
buahs, consists principally in gold-dust, twisted gold 
rings of Wangara, gold rings made at Jinnie (which 
are invariably of pure golcl, anel some of them of ex-
quisite workmanship) bars :of gold,t &e.;' He also 
states that gold-dust is the circulating meclium at 
'fimbuctoo.t 

lron is found in W estern Africa. The ore from 
Sierra Leone is particularly rich, yielding seventy-
nine per cent., according to Mr. M'Cormack, anel said 
to be well adapted to making steel.~ ,The iron brough~ 
from Upper Senegal, by lYiollien, was found to be 
of a very good quality. Berthier founcl it to resemble 
Catalonian.jj lron is found also near 'firnbuctoo, anel 
is manufactureel by the Arabs.~ The discovery of this 
important metal in Afi:ica is of the utmost conse-
quence to its future prosperity, anel will greatly facili-
ta te the accomplishment of the object contemplated. 
Early travell~rs relate that the mountains of Congo 
are almost all ferruginous, but that the natives have 
not been encourageel by Europeans to extract their 
own treasures. Copper is so abundant in Mayomba, 
that they gather from the surface of the grounel enough 
for their purposes. ** Sal ammoniac is found in abunel-

* Dupuis, Ap. lvi. t Jackson's Timbuctoo, p. 245, 246. 
t Jackson's Timbuctoo, p. 251. § SierraLeone Report, 1830. 
li Mollien's Traveis, Appendix. , Jackson's Timbuctoo, p. 24. 

"'* Degrandpré, T. F., p. 38. 
y 
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ance in Dagwumba, ànd is sold cheap in the Ash-
antee market ; nitre, emery, and trona, a species of · 
alkali, are found on the border of the Desert.* I 
might greatly enlarge this list, fr01n the writings of 
travel)ers who have already visited the country, but it 
will be long before its mineral wealth will be ade-
quately known. 

lt is not, however, to the mineral treasures of 
Africa that we chiefly look ; we regarel the produc-
tions of the soil as of infinitely more value, especially 
those which ' require industry anel skill in their 
culture. We look to the forests, anel the plains, 
anel the valleys, anel the rich alluvial deltas, which 
it wou1d take centuries to exhaust of their fertility 
aud products. 

Fifty miles to the leewarel of the colony, of Sierra 
Leone is a vast extent of fertile grouncl, forming the 
delta of the Seeong Boom, Kitiam anel Gallinas 
rivers. This ground may contain from 1,000 to 1,500 
square iniles of the richest alluvial soil, capable of 
· growing all tropical produce. Accorcling to Mr. 
M'Cormack, this delta could grow rice enough for 
the supply of the whole West Indies.t At present it 
produces nothing but the finest description of slaves. J 

* .Bowditch, p. 333. 
t Sierra Leone Report, No. 66, p. 64. 
t There is another large delta, forrned by tl1e rivers N unez, 

Rio Grande, and Rio Ponga. It is described as very extensive anel 
fertile. The Isles de Loss cornmand the mouths of these rivers. 
The Rio Nunez nrns parallel with the Gambia.-M1. Laird. 
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From Cape St. Paul to Cameroons, and from 
thence to Cape Lopez, extends the richest country 
that imagination can conceive. Within this space 
from forty to fifty rivers of all sizes discharge their 
waters into the ocean, forming vast flats of alluvial 
soil, to the extent of 180,000 square miles. From 
this ground at present the greatest amount of our 
imports from W estern Africa is producecl, and to it 
and the banks of the rivers th~t flow through it, elo I 
look for the greatest and most certain increase of 
trade. It is a curious feature in the geography of 
Africa, that so many of its great navigable rivers 
converge upon this point (Laird). The extent to 
which the Slave 'frade is carried on in the rivers al-
luded to is immense, and offers the greatest possible 
obstruction to the fair trader. 

With few inconsiderable exceptions, the whole 
line of coast in W estern Africa, accessible to trading 
vessels, presents immense tracts of land of the most 
fertile character, which only require the hand of in-
dustry and commercial enterprise to turn them into 
inexhaustible mines of wealth. 

But it is not to the coast alone that the merchant 
may look for the results of his_ enterprise. The 
interior is represented as equally fertile with the 
coast; anel it is the opinion of the most recent travel-
lers, as well as of those who preceded them, that if 
the labourer were allowed to cultivate the soil in 
security, the list of productions woulcl embrace all 

Y2 



318 THE REMEDY. 

the marketable commodities inl ported from the . East 
and W est Indies. 

Between Kacunda and Egga, both large towns on 
the Niger, the country is described as very fertile, aud 
from Egga to Rabbah, where the ri ver is 3,000 yards 
wide, the right bank is represented to consist of ex-
tensive tracts of cultivated land, with rich and beau-
tiful plains stretcl~ing as for as the eye can reach 
(Laird). rrhe countri does not deteriorate as we 
ascend tlie river. We have the testimony of Park, 
corroborated by Denham anel Clapperton, in su'pport 
of this statement, anel their remarks embrace both 
sides of the river. The country surrounding Cape 
Palmas, the Gambia, the Senegal, the Shary, the 
Congo, presents to the eye of the traveller unlimited 
tracts of the most fertile portion of the earth . . 

The woods of this continent are extremely valuable. 
Travellers enurnerate not less tban forty species of 
timber, which grow in vast abundance, and are easily 
obtained; such as mahogany, _teak, ebony, lignum 
vitre, rosewood, &e. 

While Colonel Nicolls "vas stationed at Fernando 
Po, he gives this account of its timber, in a letter to 
Mr. Secretary Hay. I extract the passage as a spe-
cimen of the nature of African forests. He says 
that some of the trees are ten feet in diameter, and 
120 feet in height.-" Twenty men l1ave Leen for a · 
period of eight days cutting down one tree of these 
dimensions, for the purpose of making a canoe: it 
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was quite straight, without a branch; the wood 
white iú colom·, close _in grain, and very hard. I 
have no name foi· it, but it very much resembles the 
lignum vitre, except in colour. The canoe cut out 
of it is five feet within the gunwales, forty feet loúg, 
anel carries about twenty tons safely, drawing but 
eight inches ·water. ~r e have also a very fine de-
scription of red v1rood, close-grained, strong, and good 
for beams, sheathing, ribs, anel deck-planking of the 
heaviest vessels of war. We could se~d home stern-
posts anel stems, in one piece, for the largest ships. 
This wood seems to have a grain something between 
mahogany anel oak: when cut thin to menel boats, 
it will not split in the sun, anrl when tapped OI: cut 
down, exudes a tough resinous gum, is very lasting, 
anel not so heavy as teak or oak, takes a fine polish, 
and I think it a very valuable wood. There is 
another hard-wood tree of very large dimensions, the 
wood strong anel good, in colour brown anel white-
streaked ;. it also exueles, ·when cut, a strong gurn, 
which I think woulel be valuable in commerce. 
Another, which we call the mast-tree, from the cir-
cumstance of its being very tall anel straight, is in 
colour anel grain like a white pine. vV e have, 
besides the above-rnentioned trees, rnany which are 
smaller, but very useful, their wooel being hard, 
tough, anel of beautifully variegated colours; some 
are streaked brown anel white, like a zeb1:a, others of 
black, deep red, anel brown.". 
· ln a. despatchi 18321 Colonel Nicolls furthe1· 
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states, that he has Commodore Hayes' authority for 
saying, that there never was finer wood for the pur-
poses of ship-building .* 

Of dye-woodst there are also abundance, yielding 

* Desp. p. 5; Colonial Records, 1832. 
t Many beautiful kinds of wood bave been discovered by acci-

dent amongst the billets of firewood, brought home in the slave-
ships to Liverpool. Mr. Clarkson gives the following anecdote in 
his " Impolicy of the Slave Trade." After mentioning the tulip-
"·ood anel others, found in this manner, he says :-" About the 
sarne time iu wbich this log was discovered (A. n. 1787), another 
wood vessel, belonging to the sarne port, brought home the speci-
men of the bark of a tree, that produced a very valuable yellow 
dye, anel far beyond auy other ever in use in this country. The 
virtues of it were discoverecl in the following manner :-A gentle-
man, resiclent upon the coast, ordered some wood to be cut clown 
to erect a hut. While the people were felling it he was stand-
ing by: during the operation some juice flew from the bark of it, 
anel stained one of the rnffies of his shirt. He thought that the 
stain "·ould have washed out, but, on wearing it again, found that 
the yellow spot was much more bright and beautiful than before, 
anel that it gained in lustre every subsequent time of washing. 
Pleased 1'ith the discovery, which he knew to be of so mucb im-
portance to the manufacturers of Great Britain, and for which a 
considerable premium had been offered, he sent home the bark 
now mentioned as a specimen. Heis since unfortunately dead, 
anel little hopes are to be entertained of falling in with this 
tree again, unless a similar accident sho'uld discover it, or a 
change should take place in our com_lnercial concerns with 
Africa. I shall now mention another. valuable wood, which, 
like all those that have been pointed out, was discovered 
by accident in the sarne year. Another wood vessel, belonging 
to the sarne port, was discharging her cargo; among the barwood 
a small billet was discovered, the colour of which was so superior 
to that of the rest, as to lead the o bserver to suspect, that it was 
of a very different species, though it is clear that the natives, 
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carmine, crimson, red, brown, brilliant yellow, and 
the vario_us shades from yellow to orange, and a fine 
blue. Of gums there are copal, Senegal mastic, 
and Sudan, or Turkey gum, to be obtained in large 
quantities; and there are forests near the Gambia 
where, hitherto, the gum has riever been picked. 
Of nuts, which are beginning to form a new and 
important article of trade, there are the palm-nut, 
the shea-nut, the cola-nut, the ground-nut, the castor-
nut, the nitta-nut, and the cocoa-nut. The palm-
tree grows most luxuriantly, and incalculable quan-
tities of its produce are allowed to rot on the ground 
for want of gathering ; yet it is now the most im-
portant branch of our commerce with Africa, 
and may be increased to any extent. The oil-ex-
pressed from its nut is used in the manufacture 
of soap and canclles, and in lubricating ma-
chinery. The shea, or butter-nut,* is scarcely less 

by cutting it of the sarne size and climensions, anel by bringing it 
on board at the sarne time, had, on account of its red colour, mis-

' taken it for the other. One half of the billet was cut away in expe-
riments. It was found to produce a colour that emulated the 
carmine, and was deemed to be so valuable in the dyeing trade, that 
an offer was immediately made of sixty guineas per ton for any 
quantity that could be procured. The other half has been since 
sent back to the coast, as a guide to collect more of the sarne 
sort, though it is a matter of doubt whether, under the circum-
stances that have been related, the same tree can be ascertained 
again."-p. 9. 

* The butter 1s prepared by boiling,"1 and besides the ad-
vantage of keeping a whole year without salt, it is " whiter, 
firmer, and, to my palate," says Park (vol. i. p. 302), "of 11 richer 
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valuable than the palm-nut. Some travellers iuform 
their readers that it is an excellent substitute for 
butter, and can be appropriated to the sarne uses 
with the ·palm-oil. It is a remarkahle fact, in the 
natural bistory of these trees, that immediately 

. "here the one ceases to yield its fruit, the other 
flourishes abundantly. The ground-nut* is becom-
ing also a valuable article of commerce; and this 
with the other nuts mentioned, yield a rich supply of 
oil and oil-cake for the use of cattle. The value of 
the castor-nut, as an article of medicine, needs not 
be particularly adverted to. The roots which grow in 
Africa require generally but little attention in their 
cultivation ; among others, there are the follow-
ing :-The manioc, yams, sweet potatoes, arrow-

flavour than the best butter I evcr tasted made of cow's milk." 
The sbea-h·ee, which produces it, is said to extend over a largc 
part of the continent, from Jaloof to Gaboon. " It has hcen ana-
lysed by the Frencb chemist, M. Chevreuil, and found welladapted 
for the manufacture of soap. Being inoàorous anel highly capable 
of taking a perfume, it w_ould be valuable for the finer sorts."-
Mrs. Lee, Stories of Strange Lands, p. 26. 

* The ground-nut yi(}ids a pure golden-coloured oi!, of a plea-
sant taste, and hns hecn sold here at 56l. per ton. From -750 to 
1000 tons are produced on the Gambia; but these nuts appear 
plentiful along the whole coast, are often mentioned by Park, anel, 
were noticed by Denham, as very abundant near the lake Tchad. 
It grows in a soil too light and sandy for corn-its stalks afford 
fodder for cattle-it sells at six shillings per gallon, and is as good 
as sperm-oil. The castor-nut also grows wild in great abundance 
ou the banks of the Gambia, and elsewhere. 
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root, anel ginger :~' the two latter are exportable, 
aud the former yield a large amount of healthful 
and nutritious food. Yams can be so improved 
by cultivation that, at Fernando Po, Captain Bullen 
says, many weigh from fifteen to twenty-five pounds, 
anel in taste almost equal a potato. On one occa-
sion he bought upwards of four tons for seventy-
six iron hoops; anel says, " The nourishment derived 
from them to my people was beyoncl belief."t Thc 
fruits are oranges, lemons, citrons, limes, pines, 
guavas, tamarinds, paw-paws, plantains and bana-
nas. The paw-paw anel plantain trees ( says Ash-
mun) are a goocl example of the power of an uni-
formly-heated climate to accelerate vegetation. You 
may see in the gardens many of the former, not 
more than fifteen months from the seed, already fif-
teen inches round the stem, anel fifteen feet high, 
with several pecks of ripening fruit. Clear your 
lands, plant your crops, keep the weeds down, and 
the most favourable clirnate in the world, alone, 
under the direction of a bountiful Providence, will 
do more for you than all your toil and care 
could accomplish in America."t Tamarinds are 

" The ginger of Africa is particularly fine, and high flavoured; 
it yiclds about sixty for one; and the people only want instruction 
in the method of preparing it for European markets.-Denham, 
De.~p., 2lst llfay, 1827; Sierra Leone Report, 1830, No. 57, 
p. 30. 

t Captain Bullen's Desp., November, 1826. 
:t Ashmun's Life, Ap. p. 66. 
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exportable. Of gram, tbere is rice, Indian 
corn, Guin a cor~1, or millet, &e. The quantities 
f the e can be rais d to any extent, and be 

limited oul5 by demand.* The Rev. vV. Fox, the 
l\Iis ionary, say , in his MS. Journal, Angust 22, 
1836- " Thi ' aft rnoon I visitecl Laming, a small 
l\fandingo town (above l\íacarthy's Island). I could 
scarcely get into the town for the quantity of Indian 
com with which it is surrounded; upon ·a very 
moderate ca1culation, and for a very small portion 
of labour, which generally devolves upon the poor 
women, rthey reap upwards of two hundred fold.ª 
I am informed that Madeira wholly depends on 
t.he múze raised in Africa, and that the rice pro-
duced there, when properly dried and prepared, is 
equal to that grown in South Carolina. . Of drugs, 
there are aloest and cassia, senna, frankincense, car-
dam ums, and grains of paradise, or Malagetta pep-
per. Amongst the miscellaneous products, · "\<Vhich 

* " Nothing can b e more delightful than a stroll along ihe 
borders of the beautiful fields, winding occasionally along 
almost impervious clusters áf young IJalms, w hose spreading 
brancbes exclude every ray of the scorching sun, therr opening 
suddenly on an immense rice-field of the most delicate pea-green, 
skirted by the beautiful broad-leaved plantain and banana, '_lite-
rally groaning u.nder the inm1ense masses of tbeir go1den fruit." 
Dr. J . H all, Governor of Liberia. Missionary Regúter, 1836, 
p. 360. 

t A new use of tbe aloe plant has been discovered in the 
beautiful tissue and cordage manufactured from its fibres, by M. 
Pavy, of Paris.. The fibres of tbe palro and banana-trees are also 
wrought by b.im into g1ossy stuffs . 
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are in great demand in this country, may be cnume-
rated ivory, bees' -wax, caoutchouc, or Inclian-rubber. 
The former of these articles will, of course, suffor a 
gradual di111ínution as the forests are cut down, the 
swamps, drained, and the plains cultivated ; but of 
the latter scarcely any <liminution need he appre-
hended. The bees' -wax of Africa is in great 
repute, anel can be had in any q uantity ; anel the 
great price freely given for Indian-rubber mig-ht be 
a sufficient inducement to lead the African to pay 
more attention to its collection. Of this Mr. Ran-
kin says,* describing what he saw in an excursion 
amongst the Timmanese,-" A large lump of In-
dian-n~bber ( caoutchouc) lay on the table, also the 
produce of Tombo. This article, at present ac-
quiring a high value amongst our importations, is 
not there made an article of commerce, Like al-
most every other produce of the neighbourhood of 
Sierra Leone, it is scarcely known to exist, or is 
entirely neglected. It grows plentifully, anel may 
be easily obtained by making incisions into the tree, 
from which it fiows like cream, into calabashes tied 
underneath; it hardens within a few hours." 

Mr. Elliot Cresson, examined before the American 
Committee on the Foreign Slave Trade, February, 
1839, stated, in answer to the question,--" What 
will be the commercial and political advantages to 
the U nited States, from an intercourse with the 
colony of Liberia ? " " Among the valuable articles 

.,., Rankin's Sierra Leone, vol. ii. p. 218. 
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of export, wax and spices are obtained in large quan-
tities in our colony. The lndia-rubber tree grows 
wild in the neighbouring woods, and ostrich feathers 
Iiave been exported largely. Bieles could be obta.inerl. 
in any quantities; so could rosewood, lancewood, anel 
pa1mTI oocl, and live oak of the best quality. One 
merchant in Philadelphia last year imported from 
the colony a quantity of pea or grouncl nuts, from 
which he realised the profit of 12,000 dollars. Cot~ 

ton, of a 'ery goocl staple, is found there, and culti-
vated with great advantage, as there is no frost there. 
And the articles desireel in retui·n are those produced 
by American manufactures and agriculture."-Co-
lonization H erald, March, 1839, p. 124. 

Ashmun, who seems to have had a clear view of 
the interest of the Liberian settlers, write-s to them 
thus :-" Suffer me to put elown two or three remarks, 
of the truth anel importance of which you cannot be 
too sensible. The first is, that the cultivation of your 
rich lands is the only way you will ever find out to 
inelepenelence, comfort, anel ·wealth." "Y ou may, if 
) ou please, if God gives you health, become as inde-
pendent, comfortable, anel happy as you ought to be 
in this world." " The flat lands around you, anel 
particularly your farms, have as gooel a soil as can be 
met with in any country. They will proeluce two 
crops of corn, sweet potatoes, anel several other vege-
tables, in a year. They will yield a larger crop than 
the best soils jn America. And they will produce<a 
number of vcry valuable articles1 for which in the 
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Unitecl States, millions of money are every year paid 
away to foreigners. One acre of rich Jand, well 
tille<l, will_ produce you three hundred dollurs' worth 
of indigo. Half an acre may be made to grow balf 
a ton of arrow-root. Four acres laid out in coffee-
plants, will, after the third year, produce you a clear 
income of two or three hunclred dollars. Half an 
acre of cotton-trees will clothe your whole family ; 
and, except a little hoeing, your wife anel children 
can perform the whole labour of cropping anel manu-
facturing it. One acre of canes will make you inde-
penclent of all the world for the sugar you use in your 
family. One acre set with fruit-trees, ai'lcl well at-
tended, will furnish you the year round with more 
plantains, bananas, oranges, limes, guavas, papaws, 
and pine-apples, than you will ever gathe~.. Nine 
months of the year, you may grow fresh vegetables 
every month, anel some of you who have lowland 
plantations, may do so throughout the year." * 

1 must also quote tl~e authority _of Denis de 
Montfort, a Frenchman of science, who in a paper 
on the gold of the Coast ·of Guinea, inserted in the 
" Philosophical Magazine," ,thus writes :- " 'l'here 
exists no country in the world so susceptible of 
general cultivation as Africa : we. know that certain 
districts are fertile in corn ; anel grain of every kind 
grows there, intermixed with sugar-canes lately in-
troduced, anel which protect the grain from hail. 
The plants of India, Europe, America, anel Australia 

* Ashmun's Life, J:\.p., p. 64. 
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will flourish there in perpetua} spring, and the ani-
mals of all climates can be easily naturalised. The 
negroes, whose respect for the whites is extreme, 
notwithstanding what they have suffered from them, 
will cheerfully give up their fields to be cultivated by 
them. Servants, and even slaves, will not be wanting-, 
and this will be a true rnethod of preventing these 
nations from massacring their prisoners of war, as 
the king of Dahoh1ey does at the present moment. 
l\fay our feeble voices on this subject reach the ear of 
royalty ! * 

I t is almost impossible to turn to any book of 
African travels, without meeting with some incidental 
observations upon the fertility of the soil. I should 
have supposed that nothing of this kincl would have 
occurred in the narrative of Captain Padclock; yet he 
says :-"' On the south was seen a very extensive 
country, abouncling with little enclosed cities, large 
fields of grain, anel productive gardens. ln short, 
though the climate here is dry as ·well as hot, such is 
the great fertility of the soil, that it is capable of pro-
ducing abundantly all the_necessaries and most of the 
luxurie ~ of life. vVhat might it be under the culti-
vation of a civilisecl, industrious, anel skilful people !; 

" We made choice of a wheat-field, which lay but 
a few hundred yards from us; and we had entered ít 
but a few paces when we found ourselves completely 
hidden, even while standing erect. Although my 
mate was five feet eleven inches in height, and myself 

* Annual Register, 1815, p. 542. t P. 289. 
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fi.ve feet ten, the heads of the wheat were above our 
own. This was the finest piece of ~vheat 1 ever saw ; 
it was all well headed; and hael we not gone among 
it, anel took its rneasure, we shoulcl have lmown it 
was very tall, thõugh we never coulel have tolel how 
tall." * 

I t is observed by Brown, in bis botanical appen-
dix to'' 'l'uckey's Voyage" (pp. 342-3), that from 
the river Senegal, in about 16º north latitude, to the 
Congo, in upwards of 6º south latitu.de, there is a 
remarkable uniformity in the vegetation of W estern 
Africa-a fact w}iich gives us promise of exteneling 
to any amount, our commerce in such vegetable pro-
ductions as have already obtained a sale in Europe 
or America. Thus a tree which characterises nearly _ 
the whole range of coast, is the Elais Guineensis, or 
oil-palrn, one of the most valua_ble to commerce. This 
grows in the greatest abunelance in the delta of the 
Níger. There" the palm-nut now rots on the ground 
unheeded anel neglected," over an extent of surface 
equal to the whole of lreland. (Laird, vol. ii. p. 362.) 

The whole extent, too, of the 'l'immanee, and a 
great part of Koranko, through which Captain 
Laing passed in 1822, was absolutely bristled with 
palm-trees, which, at tlie time he went up the coun-
try (April anel lVIay), were bearing luxurious crops 
of nuts. " There is no known instance, or any ap-
parent danger, of a failure on the part of all-bounti-
ful nature in supplying the fruit : on the contrary, it 

* P. 181. 
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is the opinion of Captain Laing, that were the popu-
lation double, and had they all the industry we could 
wish, they would not be able to reap the ahundant 
harvest annually presented to them."* 

The soil of Africa produces indigenously nearly 
all the useful plants which are common to other tro-
pical countries, anel some of them in greater perfec-
tion than they are to be found elsewhere. 

There are some articles that require more notice : 
Hemp grows wild on the Gambia, anel only re-

quires a better mode of preparation to make it a 
valuable article of import. The same may be saicl 
of tobacco. Indigo grows so freely in Africa, that, 
in some places, it is difficult to eradicate it. " Im-
rnense liuantities of indigo, anel other noxious weeds," 
spring up in the streets of Freetown.t 

It is known to grow wild as far inland as the 
Tchad, and even "vith the rude preparation bestowed 
by the natives, gives a beautiful dye to their cloths. :!: 

. Coffee is another indigenous shrub, ·which well 
repays cultivation. vVhen Kizell, a Nova Scotian, 
first observed it near the Sherbro, he pulled up two 
or three plants, and showed them to the people, 
who said that they thought it was good for nothing, 
but to fence their plantations. It was all over the 
country, and in some places nothing else was to be 

• Sierra Leone Gaz., Dec. 14, 1822. 
t Despatch, Mr. Smart to Sir G. Murray, 1828; Sierra Leone 

Report, No. 57, p. 30. 
t Denham's Travels, p. 246. 
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í'cen.'·~ Even in a wild state it seems to repay thc 
trouble of gathering, for the Commissioners at Sierra. 
Leone, in their Annual Report, of date lst January, 
1838, inform lls " that the Foulahs have been in·· 
ducecl, by the fair traders ~ of the ri ver Nunez to 
bring down for sale to them a quantity of coffee, of 
a very superior quality, the produce of the forests of 
their own country." An extract of a letter, which 
they enclose, observes that "one great advantage of 
peaceful commerce with the natives is, that valuable 
procluctions of their country are brought to light 
by' our research, sometimes to their astonishment." 
Thus, till within the last two years, tlús abundant 
growth of coffee was " left to be the foocl of mon-
keys," but is now a source of profit to the natives 
aml to our own merchants. A small quantity has 
been cultivated, both at Sierra Leone anel tbe Gold 
Coast; and Ashmun (Life, Ap., p. 78) states that, 
in Liberia, no crop is surer ; tliat African coffee fre-
quently produces four pounds to the tree, anel that 
the berries attain a size unlrnown elsewhere. I anr 
happy to learn that abuve 10,000 lbs. of African 
coffee were importeel into this country in 1837, that its 
quality was excellent, anel that it fetchecl a goocl price. t 

l!f Afr. Inst 6 Report, Ap. 
t lVIr. M'Queen says, that the old Arabian traveller Batouta, who 

nad visited China, statcs, that in the interior parts of Africa, alcing 
the Niger, which he visited, the tea·plant grew abundantly.-
M'Queen's Africa, p. 218. Dr. M'Leod, describing the kingdom 
oi Benin, says-" ln the opinion of one of the_Jatest governors 

z 
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Sugar-canes grow spontaneously in several parts 
of Africa; anel when cultivated, as they are in va-
rious places, for the sake of the j uice, they become 
very large. The expense of the necessary ma-
chinery alone seems to have hitherto preventecl tlic 
manufacture of sugar ;'lf 

I now come to the artic]e which clemanels the 
largest share of our attention, viz. cotton ; because 
it requires little capital, yielels a steady return, is ü1 
vast demand in Europe, anel grows naturally in the 
soil of Africa. 

As this last is a point of vital importance, I think 
it necessary to furnish a portion of the eviclence I 
have collected as to the luxuriant anel spontaneous 
growth of cotton in Africa :-

Sir Fulk Grevell making, by order of Queen 
Elizabeth, a report to Sir Francis W alsingham on 
a memorial of certain merchant adventui·es :-"Sir, 
Y ou demaunde of me the names of such kings as are 
absolute in the East, anel either have '\>Varr or traf-
fique w1

h the kinge of Spaigne." * *" - * * 
" Then followeth kingdoms of Gaulata, 1'ombuto, 
anel Melly; whereof the firste is poore, anel hath 
smal traffique; the seconde populous, and 1·iclz in 

we have had, on the establishment in t11is country (Mr. James), 
and one whose general knowledge of Africa is admittecl to be 
considerable, the tea-tree flourishes spontaneously here."-
M'Leod's Voyage to Afrzca, p. 18. 

* A company" has been established at .Mourovia, with a small 
capital, for the experiment.-Col. Heralcl, November, 1837 
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con1.e ánd beasts, but wanteth salte, wºh the Por-
tugal supplieth ; the last hath store· of corne, flesh, 
and cotten woll, wº11 are ca1'1·ied into Spaigne in 
great abundance." -Quoted by Mr. Bruce, from a 
M.S. in the State Paper Office-Annals of the East 
lndia Company, vol. i., p. 121. 

Reaver says, "Of the vegetables that are wilcl, the 
sugar-cane, cotton-shrub, and indigo-plant, seem the 
rnost valuable: no country in the worlcl is more amply 
enrichecl than this is with the chief productions of the 
animal anel vegetable kingcloms." 

Mr. Dalryrnple, who was at Goree in 1779, states, 
"that there are three clifferent kinds of cotton ; that 
samples sent home were consiclerecl by English mer-
chants superior to that from the West lndies. It 
grows spontaneously almost everywhere, though it is 
sometimes cultivatecl." * 

Cotton, says Col. Denham, grows wilcl about Sierra 
Leone, of three kinds, white, brown, anel pink ; the 
first is excellent:j· He also "founcl it wild on the 
Tschaclda."t 

Clapperton, saw some "beautiful specirnens" of 
the African looms in the interior.§ 

Parkll observes, almost every slave can weave. 

* Evid. Slave Trade Com., 1790, p. 297. 
t Col. Denham, Rep. Sierra Leone, Scss. 1830, No. 57, p. 16. 
t Denham's Travels, p. 31 7. 
§ C1apperton, p. 5. 
li Park, vol. i. p. 429. 

z 2 
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Ashmun* says, it is believed that none of the va-
rieties of the Americau cotton-shrnb answers, in all 
respects, to the indigenous African tree. The cotton 
of this conntry is on all hands allowed to be of a goocl 
quality, and the mode of growing, curing, and manu-
facturing the article pursued in America rnay be 
adopted here, making clue allowance for the much 
grnater size and durntion of the African tree. 

Lancler says, "From Badagry to Saccatoo, tbe cot-
ton-plant, incligo, &e., are cultivated to a great 
extent." 

Laircl says, "'fhe increase of trade from the interior 
would, I think, consist chiefly of palm-oil, ra.w cot-
ton, shea-hutter, ric~, anel bees' -wax. These articles 
would, I think, be inclefinitely increased." 

The Rev. John Pinney, t an American rnissionary, 
says, " The crops of co:ffee, pepper, anel cotton ex-
ceed all that could be boasted of in t.he United 
States." 

Anel the Rev .• J. Seyst speaks of the "excellent 
cotton" of the St. P aul 's River. 

I might, if it were necessary, multiply these proofa 
almost indefinitely, by references to M'Queen, Burck-
har<lt, De Caille, Dupuis, Robertson, &e. 

It has been my encleavour, throughout the whole 
of this work, to take nothing for granted, anel to 

* Ashmun's Life, App., p. 76. 
-i- Coloniz. Soe. Rep., quoted in Miss. Reg. for 1836, p. 22. 
:): Ibid. 
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prove, as I proceeded, all that I stated. It cannot ue 
necessary, however, to stop for the purpose of esta.-
blishing the vast importance to Great Britain of an 
additional market for the purchase of raw cotton. ln 
our cotton-trade, there are about twenty millions of 
fixed, and twenty rnillions of floating capital invested. 
'l'he total yearly produce of the rnanufacture amounts 
to forty millions. One million five hundred thousancl 
persons earn their breacl by it. 

Africa is capable of yielding this necessary article : 
it is as near to us as North America; nearer thau the 
Brazils; two-thirds nearer to us than India. 'fhe 
vast tropical districts along the southern side of the 
Great Desert, the fine plains, and_gently-rising country 
from the northern bank of the Rio de Formosa, and 
from the Niger to the base of tbe Kong mountains, 
are adapted to the culture anel production of the finest 
cotton. This portion of Africa alone, so rich in ·soil, 
so easy of access, offers an independent anel abun-
dant supply of that article, the want of which impedes 
and oppresses our manufacturing prosperity. But if 
Africa, when delivered from that evil which withers 
her produce, and paralyzes her industry, can be made 
to supply us with the commodity which we so much 
need, she, in her turn, will be the customer of Europe 
to the sarne vast extent, for the manufactured goods 
which Europe produces. If it be true that inter-
course· with Africa, of an honest description, would 
be twice blessed,-a blessing tó the natiou who con-
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fers, and to the continent which receives, cultivation 
and commerce,-nothing can exceed the folly (ex-
cept the wickedness) of a system, which annually 
sweeps off nearly half a million of the inhabitants of 
Africa, and consigns, by its inhuman butcheries, one 
of the fairest portions of the earth to the sterility of a 
wilderness. · 

But it may be said? that though the land might be 
made to produce cotton, centuries must elapse before 
it can be made to yield any quantity of that article. 
I do not pretend to say that this will be snddenly 
accomplished; but an anecdote which I heard statecl 
to the Marquis of Normanhy, by a gentleman whose 
1nercantile knowledge woulcl not be clisputed by 
apy one, may serve to forbicl despair. He stated 
that the person who fir1?t imported from America _a 
bale of cotton into this country was still alive, that the 
person to whom it was consigned in Liverpool was 
still alive, and that the custom-house officer at that 
place refused to admit it_ at the lower rate of duty, 
because, to his knowledge, no cotton could be grown 
in America; yet that country which could grow no 
cotton, now, besides supplying her own demand, and 
that of all other countries, sencls annually to Great Bri-
tain a quantity valued at about il5,000,000 sterling. 

I propos~, then, that an effort shall be made to cul-
tivate districts of Africa, selected for that purpose, 
in order that 4er inhabitants may be convincecl of the 
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capabilities of their soil, anel witness what won<lers 
may lie accomplished by their own labour when set in 
motion by om· capital, and guided by our skill. · 

There is no doubt that mercantile settlements 
would effect a considerable measure of good ; but 
the good is distant, anel will be effected by slow cle-
grees, while the conclition of Africa is such, that the 
clelay of a single year carries with it a world of 
misery, anel the certain destruction of a multitude of 
lives. 

1 confess that 1 think it woulcl be well, on many 
grounds, if we could, to confine ourselves to the esta-
blishment of factories. 1 fear, however, that this 
limitation would retard, if not defeat, our objects . 

W e should touch Africa at a few prominent points, 
-at each of these, a mart might be established, and 
something might be clone towards the education of 
the children of those who entered our service. But 
the evil is gigantic, anel it requires gigantic efforts to 
arrest it. I believe,-and every word that I have read 
or heard on the subject confirms me in the impres-
sion,-that Africa has, within herself, resources, 
which, duly developed, would compensate for the 
gains of the Slave Trade, if these were twenty times 
as great as they are. But it must never be forgotten 
that these resources are nothing, unless they are fairly 
anel fully called into actio1l. 

Factories on the coast 111ay lead the natives to 
gather the sponta,neous productions of nature. They 
may supply us with w~ocl, with palm-oil, with slúns, 



338 THE RElliEDY . 

and with ivory; but beyond the money or the goocls 
paid for these, anel beyonel occasional anel very lax 
employment to the natives, Africa would gain littJe. 
No habits of settleel inelustry will be inspired; no 
examples will be plaçeel before those, the avenue to 
whose understanding is through the eyes; anel who, 
however slow they may be to reasou, are quick to 
perceive, anel intelligent to imitate. 

1 have alreaely sai<l, that two things must be 
achieved, or we shall fail: the one is, to call forth 
anel eleva te the native mind ; the other is, to provide a 
larger source of revenue than that elerived from the 
traele in man. 

By agriculture-both will be accomplishecl. The 
ransom for Africa will be found in her f ertile soil ; anel 
the moral worth of her people wíll aelvance as they 
become better instructecl, more secure, more indus-
trious, anel more wealthy. Anel then ""ill be felt the 
influence of cultivated intellect on rude reasou; the 
children will be taught by our schools; our very 
machinery, doing easily what is impossible to their 
unaided strength, will eloquently speak to others, anel 
beget that allegiance of mind, which is uniformly 
yielded by the untutored, to beings of superior capa-
city. 'fhe rninisters of the gospel, the best of civil-
izers, will, as gently as irresistibly, work out a change 
in the current of opinion, an<l effect the cheerful re-
nunciation of bloody and licentious customs. 

Such essential reforms as these cannot be expected 
from the mere estabJishment of factories on the coast, 
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Something, no doubt, will be gained by these, but not 
enough, to execute the task ( of all tasks the most difli-
cult) of giving an impulse to the slumbering ener-
gies of the people, and making productive the latent 
capabilities of the soil. ln one word, Africa wants 
more than commerces-he wants cultivation. 

If cultivation be required, it becomes at once clesir-
able that we should afford to the natives the benefit 
of our experience and skill-our example anel capital. 
Why shoulcl the African ·be left to 'vork his way 
upwarcls, from his rude and unprofitable tillage, to 
that higher orcler of cultivation, which we have 
reachecl by the labours of successive generations ? 
Our discoveries in tropical agriculture must work a 
great physical change. It is probable, that we might 
reclaim a waste district in half the time, and at half 
the expense, that it would cost the inhabitants. 

But I look also, as I have already hinted, to the 
moral effect which will hence be produced. Those 
of old, who carried the spade anel the plough into bar-
barous countries were ranked with the deities. 

By our seeds, and our implements, ànd our skill 
in abridging labour anel subduing -0.ifliculty, we 
shall place before the natives, in a fonn which they 
cannot mistake, the vast benefits they are likely to 
derive from intercourse with us; anel they will speed-
ily perceive, that it is their interest to protect those 
strangers who possess secrets, which can make their 
land produce so unexpected and rich a harvest. 

It is quite clear that the present commercial 
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intercourse between this country and Africa is 
ex.tremely limited ; that the chief obstacle to its 
extension is the prevalence of the S lave Trade,* anel 

" * The irnports of palm-oil have <liminished during four late 
ycars, as may be seen by the following returns, viz. :-

Cwts. 
1834 269,907 
1835 234,882 
1836 236,195 
1837 201,906 

This diminution has arisen, not in consequence of a decrease in 
the demand for the article, but on account of the extension of the 
Slave Trade on the coast, anel the increased difficulty of procuring 
a supply. 

" The industry of the natives, in a great degree, is stiflecl by the 
Slave Tracle; anel, though a good deal of oil is prepareel anel sold, 
the English traelers, loading at the mouth of the ri ver, are often 
interrupted, and obliged to wait, to the loss of profit and the ruiu 
of the crew's health, while a smuggl>ing slaver takes all hands on 
the coast to complete her cargo."-_Laird. 

" When there is a demand for slaves the natives abandon every 
olher employment ; anel the consequence is, that the British vessels 
trading on the coast are lying idle for want of trade. 

"In consequence of the great demand for slaves, the natives 
here and in the interior abandon cullivation, the trees go to de-
struction, anel no young trees are planted. 

"At one place in Africa where a very consielerable quantity of 
palm-oil has been annually supplied to the ships of our merchants, ' 
the Spanish anel Portuguese have latterly so much increaseel the 
Slave Trade, that the cultivation of the palm-trees, which was 
giving occupation to thousands, has not only become neglected, 
but the native chiefs have been incited to blind revenge against 
British influence, anel have set fire to anel destroyeel 30,000 palm 
trees."-Recent Letters from Africa. 
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that it might be indefinitely increased under the fos-
tering anel protective care of the British govermnent. 
The grounds 011 which this supposition rests· are the 
number and situatio11 of its navigable rivers ; its 
rich alluvial deltas, and extensive and fertile plains; 
its immense forests ; its wide range of natural pro-
ductions; its swarming, active, anel enterprising po-
pulation ; its contiguity to Europe, anel the clema11d 
of its people for the manufactures of this cou11try. 

ln speculating 011 African commerce, it should be 
Lorne in mind that we have to <leal with nations 
who are not only ignorant anel uncivilised, but cor-
ruptecl anel eleteriorateel by the Slave Trade, anel by in-
tercourse with the worst class of Europeans. There 
will, therefore, be difficulties anel obstructions to 
overcome before a clear fielel for , honest commerce 
can be obtained. ln the present state of the people 
we can hardly look to obtain from them articles 
which depend on an extensive cultivation of the soil, 
so as to compete vvith the productions of civiliseel 
nations. lt is probable that in commencing an ex-
tensive intercours€i with Africa, there will be at first 
a considerable outlay of money without an immediate 
return; but from whatever source this may be ob-
tained, it should be conside1:eel as a gift to Africa 
lt will ultimately be repaiel a thousanel-fold. 

The articles desired by the Africans in return for 
tbe produce of their country are too many to enume-
rate. Lists of them are given by almost every tra-
veller. lt may, therefore, suffice to observe, that 
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many of them are the pro<luce or manufactures of 
our island, or of our colonies ; aud it is an important 
consideration, that we may obtain the treasures of this 
unexplored coutinent, by direct barter of our own 
commodities, and that, while we cheapen luxuries 
at home, we also increase the means of obtaining 
them, by giving increased employment to om· pro-
ductive classes. 

The extension of a legitimate commerce, and with it 
the blessings of civilisation and Christianity, is worthy 
the most strenuous exertions of the philanthropist, 
whilst to the mercantile and general interests of the 
civilised world it is of the highest importance. Africa 
presents an almost bouncliess tract of country, teem-
ing with inhabitants who admire, and are desirous of 
possessin g our manufactures. There is no limit to 
the demand, except their want of articles to give us 
in return. They must be brought to avail themselves 
of their own resources. 

Attempts, as we have seen, have already been 
made to form cotton plantations, anel the article pro-
ducecl is found to be of a very useful and valuab]e 
description. Perseverance in these efforts is alone 
required to accomplish the object in view, anel, when 
once accomplished, the importance to this country 
will be incalculable. The trade in palm-oil is capable 
of immense extension, anel the artic]e is every year 
hecoming more important anel in more extensive 
use. ln exchange for these, an<l many other valuable 
articles, British rnanufactures would_ be takeu, and 
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British ships find a profitable employrnent in the 
conveyance of them. 

It so happens that a consiclerable proportion of the 
goocls wliich best suit the taste of the natives of Africa, 
consists of fabrics to which power-looms cannot be 
applied with any advantage. Any extension, then, 
of the trade to Africa, will have this most important 
adclitional advantage, that it will cause a corresponcl-
ing increase in the demancl for the labour of a class 
of inclividuals who have lately been truly represented 
as suffering greater privations than any other set of 
workmen connectecl with the cotton trade. 

But the first object of our intercourse with Africa 
should be, not so much to obtain a remunerating ' 
trade, as to repair in some measure the evil that the 
civilisecl world has inflicted on her, Ly conveying 
Christianity, instruction, anel the useful arts to her 
chilclren. The two objects will eventually, if carriecl 
on in a right manner, be found perfectly cornpatible; 
for it is reasonable to seek in legitimate commerce a 
direct antidote to the nefarious traffic which has so 
long desolatecl anel degraded ber. vV e have shown 
the .vast variety anel importance of the procluctions 
which Africa is capable of yielding: we have already 
proved that, notwithstanding the bounty of nature, the 
c01,:nmerce of Africa is most insignificant. Truly may 
we say with Burke, " To cleal anel traffic-not in the 
labour of men, but in men themselves-is to devom· 
the root, _instead of enjoying the fruit of human dili-
gence." 
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CHAPTER III. 

FACILITIES FOR COMMERCJAL lNTERCOURSE. 

I HAVE thus stated what I conceive to be the gist of 
the whole question, viz., that the deliverance of Africa 
must spring, under the blessing of God, from herself, 
anel I have also shown, I trust to the satisfaction of 
every readér, that she possesses abundant capabilities 
for the purpose. The next question that arises, is, 
how are these capabilities to be macle available? how 
are we to obtain access to them? Great, no doubt. are 
the difficulties; yet, such are the discoveries of the last 
ten years, that ·we may now lay aside the impressions 
of an impenetrable continent, and of interrninable 
wastes of san<l, which have accompanied us from our 
childhood. '~Te now know that a mighty ri ver, 
" 'hich discharges itself into the Bight of Benin, by 
upwards of twenty mouths, is navigable, with little 
interruption, from thence nearly to its source, a 
distance of more than 2,600 miles. vVe also learn 
from the travellers who have navigated the Niger, 
that there are many tributary strearns) sorne of which, 
especially the Tschadda, or Shaderhah, are equally 
navigable, anel a:fford every focilíty for intercourse 
wÍth the numerous nations anel trihes who inhabit 
the countries in their vicinity. 
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lVIungo Park, in his last journey ( 1805), em barkecl 
ou the Niger at Bammakoo, about 500 miles from 
its source. T n his narrative he says, "Having gainecl 
the summit of the ridge which separates the Niger 
from the remote branches of the Senegal, I went on 
a little before, anel coming to the brow of tlie hill , 1 
once more saw the Niger rolling its immense stream 
along the plain." Anel he tells us, it is larger '' even 
here, than either the Senegal or the Gambia, anel 
full an English mile over." "'hen preparing for 
his subsequent embarkation on the Niger, he says, 
" the best wooel for hoat-builcling is near Kaukary, 
on a large navigahle branch of the Niger." Park 
descenelecl the river to Boussa, where most unhap-
pily he was killeel. 

ln 1830, Laneler, who hael accompanied the en-
terprising Clapperton in liis last journey to Hom;sa, 
was sent out by the British Government to explore 
the Niger. He succe~clecl in reaching Boussa by a 
land route: there he emharked on the river, and 
after a voyage of about 560 rniles, reached the Bight 
of Benin, anel thus solved the interesting problem 
which had so long exerciseel the talents anel ingenuity 
of modem geographers. 

Messrs. Lairel anel Oldfield, by the aiel of steam-
vessels, went up the Níger from the Bight of Benin, 
in 1832; anel thefr journals contain much valuahle 
information as to that river, anel its tributary, the 
'fschaelda. The latter, at the point of confluence, is 
representeel to be one mile anel a half broacl ; anel the 
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country on the banks of both rivers is descl'ibed to 
be most fertile, very populous, and, wherever there is 
any security from the ravages of the Slave Trade, 
highly cultivatecl. 

lVf r. Oldfield ascended the Níger to the town of 
Rabbah, and he explored the Tschadda, for about 
100 miles from its confluence with the Niger at Ad-
dacuddah. 

They also clescribe severa! to>vns, Eboe, Iccory, 
Iddah, Egga, Rabbah, anel Fnndah, proving how 
great are the facilities for tracle anel commerce with 
the interior afforeled by the river. 

It is to be regretted that so little of the Tschaclda 
has been exploreel. lVfr. Oldfiehhivas informeel, that 
its course lay through the heart of Africa, anel that 
there were many large towns on its banks; anel Laird 
in mentioning this river, says, "By it, a communi-
cation woulcl be openeel with all the nations iuha·· 
biting the unknown countries between the Niger anel 
the Nile." 

Here, then, is one of the most magnificent rivers in 
the world, introclucing us into the heart of Africa : 
at a central point, it opens a way by its eastern 
branch, to the kingcloms of Bornou, Kanem, anel 
Begharmi; by its western, to Timbuctoo, - each of 
them bringing us into communication with multi-
tudes of tribes, anel unfo)ding to us the proeluctions 
of a most extensive anel fertile territory. 

The problern is, how shall that stream be closed to 
the passage of slaves to the coast; while it is at the 
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sarne time opened as a secure and accessible highway 
for legitimate commerce. The solution seems almost 
self-evident_: we must obtain the positions which 
command the Níger; and without doubt, the most 
important of these, is Fernando Po. 

FERNANDO Po. 

I have already adverted to the importance of this 
island, as being decidedly the best locality on the coast 
for the reception of líberatecl negroes; and for aiding 
usina great effort for the civilization of Africa. It is 
situatecl about 20 miles from the mainland, in theBight 
of Biafra, anel commands the mouths of those great 
streams which penetrate so cleeply into central Africa, 
along the coast from the Rio Volta to the Gaboon. 
These rivers are about forty in number, anel Fernando 
Po is at the clistance of from 40 to 200 miles. The 
islancl is exceedingly fertile ; the soil is composecl 9f 
a fine deep black anel brick mould : it abounds in 
many species of large and fine timber, fit for orna-
mental or useful purposes ; anel it is capable of pro-
ducing, in the highest perfoction, not only every article 
of tropic~l produce, qut also many kinds of European 
fruits anel vegetables: it is 24 miles in length, anel 
16 miles in breadth. lt has three ranges of hills, 

.running parallel to the north-east side; the centre 
rising into a conical volcanic mountain, to the height 
of 10,000 feet above the level of the sea. 

Mr. Laircl thus clescribes its aspect :-" On my 
2 A 
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return to Fernando Po I recovered rapidly, and was 
able to walk anel ride about in a. fortnight after my 
arrival. The splendid scenery that dístinguishes this 
beautiful island is well known from former descrip-
tions, and to persons coming from the low marshy 
shore of the rnain land has indescribable charms. 

'' The view from the galleries of the governrnent-
house on a clear moonlight night I never saw equal-
led, nor can I conceive it surpassed. To the north-
east, the lofty peak of the Camaroons, rising to the 
immense height of 14,000 feet, throws its shadow 
halfway across the narrow strait that separates the 
island from the main land ; while the numerous 
little promontories, and beautiful coves, that grace 
the shores of Goclerich Bay, throw light and shadow 
so exquisitely upon the water, that one almost can 
imagine it a fairy land. On the west, the spectator 
looks down almost perpendicularly on the vessels in 
Clarence Cove, which is a natural basin, surroundecl 
by cliffs of the most romantic shape, anda group of 
little islands, which nature seems to have thrown in, 
to give a finish to the scene. 

" Looking inland, towards the island, the peak is 
seen, covered with wood to the summit, with its sides 
furrowed with deep ravines, anel here and there· a 
patch of cleared land, showing like a white spot in 
the moonlight." 

W e are also informed, that, from the elevation of 
3,500 feet above the level of the sea, there is always 
found the climate of an European summe'r. 
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The shores are bold, and, with hardly an exception, 
free from those swamps on the coasts of the main . 
land, around the mouths of the rivers, which generate 
the fatal malaria which proves so destructive to the 
health and life of Europeans. From all this Fer-
nando Po is entirely free; while the land remains 
uncleared and uncultivated, diseases, the attendants 
of every tropical climate, will, to a considerable extent 
prevail, but never equal to what' is witnessed on the 
alluvial, flooded, and swampy shores of the p.djacent 
continent. When, however, the land shall be cleared 
and cultivated, the climate, we may reasonably expect, 
will become healthy and safe for Europeans: the sarne 
as the climate is found to be in the elevated parts of 
Jamaica, and in those W est lndian islands "vhich are 
cleared, cultivated, and drained, such as Barbadoes 
and St. Christopher's, to the latter of which Fernando 
Po bears in many points a very strong resemblance. 
The putrid malaria, generatecl on the alluvial plains 
and swamps, on the shores of the sea, and in the 
neighbourhood of large rivers in the torrid zone, 
never rises to any great height, probably not 400 feet 
above the level of the sea at any place; and, conse-
quently, it is very obvious that Fernando Po would, 
when cleared of the wood, afforcl a healthy, as well as 
convenient location for any British force, or settlement, 
which it may be consiclerecl necessary or aclvisable to 
place upon it. 'fhe island, moreover, is free from 
hurricanes : there are several bays which afford most 
convenient access : two of these, North W est Bay 

2A2 
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and Maidstone Bay, were · carefully surveyed by 
Commodore Bullen in 1826. He describes the latter 
bay, as perfectly easy of access, and at once healthy 
and very airy, the westerly wind blowing directly 
across it at all times of day and night. He also says 
that there is good anchorage in all parts of the bay ; 
that it abounds with fish anel turtle ; anel that many 
streams of excellent water run into it. There are 
in this bay two very fine coves, where ships might lie 
anel refit, as smooth as in a mill-pond, combined with 
the benefit of a beautiful and refreshing breeze. 
Commodore Bullen further says, that if a look-out be 
kept from tlre shore of this bay, scarcely a vessel 
could leave _the Bonny, Calabars, Bimbia, anel Ca-
maroons rivers, without being observed time enough to 
give a signal to any vessel lying in the bay to intercept 
her; anel he cites as an instance, the capture of a 
slaver, '' Le Daniel," by his OW.l). vessel. This cap-
ture was effected within four hours after first seeing 
her, although bis vessel was then lying at anchor in 
the bay. Commoclore, now Sir Charles Bullen, 
strongly recommended that a settlement should be 
forme~ for liberated Africans in l\faidstone Bay; but 
it appears that Clarence Cove was preferrecl. Of the 
latter place we are told, that it afforels the finest shelter 
and anchorage for shipping; 500 sail may there ride 
in perfect safety anel lie quite c1ose to the shore. It 
also abounds with excellent spring water, as in fact 
the island generally does; the fine streams rushing 
from the mountains to the sea, in beautiful waterfalls 
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and cascades, down its bolcl coasts. "Y ou have not,'' 
said a gentleman, who hacl i:esiclecl there nine years, 
anel whose testimony may be relied upon, ·" an isla11d, 
either in the North or South Atlantic, equal to Fer-
nando Po for shipping : a vessel may anchor there 
all the year round in perfect safety." 

Colonel Nichols computes the natives to amount to 
about 5,000; and he states that, if the island were 
cleared anel cultivated, it coulcl easily maintain a very 
large population. He founcl the natives friendly, 
inoffensive, anel willing to work : he employecl them 
in clearing the grouncl for the British settlement at 
Clarence Cove. 

The Colonel speaks in high terms of the proclucts 
anel capabilities of the island. 'l'he yams were the 
finest he ever sa~, anel he introcluced the cultivation 
of Inelian corn with complete success; anel Captain 
Beatty thinks that a profitable whale fishery might 
be establisheel on the shores of Fernando Po. 

lVIr. Laircl, in his remarks on our commerce with 
Africa, observes, '' My proposalis, to mal{e the govern-
rnent's head quarters at Fernando Po, which, from 
its geographical position, is the key to central Africa, 
anel within a few miles of the great seats of our pre-
sent commerce on tlie coast. It is also the only 
place upon the whole line of coast, on which hospitals 
anel other conveniences coulcl be erected, far above 
the reach of the coast fever, where invalicls from the 
naval, military, anel civil establishments, from all 
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parts of the coast, might recruit their health in a 
pure and bracing atmosphere."* 

Fernando Po therefore, in every way, andina very 
remarkable rnanner, possesses those advantages of 
which we stand in need. Is it our object to capture 
the slave-trader? Here is an island adjacent to his 
chief resort, so situatecl as to command and control 
the whole Bights of Benin and Biafra. Or is it 
our object to encourage legitimate commerce? Fer-
nando Po is at the outlet of that great stream which 
offers a highway into the heart of Africa. 1 con-
fess, 1 look forward to the day, when Africa shall 
unfold her hidden treasures to the world ; and as a 
primary means of enabling her to _do so, this island 
is of incalculable value. Do we dread the climate '? 
Here, and as 1 believe, almost here alone, on the 
western coast of Africa, has nature provided a po-
sition, which enjoys the benefit of perpetual sea-
breezes, free from the noxious effiuvia which load 
even these breezes as we advance inland on the con-
tinent; whilst its high land is above " the fatal fever 
level." Or is it our object, as far as possible, to 
reduce the sufferings, and spare the lives of the 
negroes, whom we, with the most generous intentions, 
rescue from the slave-trader ? U nder the present 
system, we consign these negroes in vast numbers to 
destruction, consequent on a fi.ve weeks' voyage to 
8ierra Leone, when they could be landed on the 

" Laird, vol. ii. p. 301. 
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island of Fernando Po, within a few hours, or, at 
most, within a few clays, after their capture; while, 
if located on that island, they would afford material 
for the formation of what may be termed a normal 
school, for the introduction of agriculture, civilization, 
and Christianity into the interior of Africa. 

To the reader who may be desirous of obtaiI1ing fur-
ther information respecting this island, I strongly re-
commencl the perusal of the abstract of a letter which 
I insert in the Appenclix."'' It was written, as its date 
(Sept. 1835) proves, without reference to the plans 
which I now propose, anel it did not come into my pos-
session, till after the above description of the islancl 
had been prepared. It will be seen, however, how 
remarkably it confirms the statements I have made 
on other authorities. 

Next in importance to Fernando Po, is a settlement 
at the confluence of the Niger anel the Tchadda. It 
can hardly be doubtecl, I think, even by those who 
are most sceptical with regarcl to predictions of future 
commercial greatness, that this position will, here-
after, become the great internal citadel of Africa, anel 
the great ernporium of her commerce. It commands 
the Niger, with all its tributary streams anel branches 
in the interior, while Fernando Po exercises the sarne 
control over its numerous mouths. vVith these two 
positions, anel with our steamers plying between them, 
it is not too much to say, that this great river would 

• Vicle Appendix B. 
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be safe from the ravages of the pirate anel the rnan-
lmnter, anel would be open to the capital and enter-
prise of the legitimate rnerchant. I must here avail 
myself of a passage fro1p. a work published nearly 
twenty years ago :--* 

"'fhe extent of country and population whose 
improvements, labours, and wants would be dependent 
upon, and stirnulated to exertions by a settlement on 
the Niger, is prodigious, and altogether unequalled. 
The extent comprehends n country of nearly 40º of 
longitude frorn west to east, anel through the greater 
part of this extent of 20º of latitude from north to 
south, a space almost equal to Europe. vVhere the 
confluence of the Tscha<lda with the Niger takes 
place, is the spot to erect the capital of our great 
African establishrnents. A city built there, uneler 
the protecting wings of Great Britain, would ~·e long 
become the capital of Africa. Fifty rnillions of 
people, yea, even a greater number, woulel be elepend-
ant on it. 

* * 
" The ri vers are the roads in the torrid zone. 

Nature seerns to have intended these as the great 
help in introelucing agriculture and commerce. 

* The "View of N ortbern Central Africa" was pubiished before 
it was ·known that the Niger emptied itself into the Bight of Be-
nin, and when the prevailing theories gave that river an opposite . 
direction. The author, Mr. M'Queen, is at least entitled to the 
credit of having clearly pointed out its true course; all that he 
tben asserted_ has been verified by tbe . expedition of Laird and 
Oldfield. 
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« Wherever the continents are most extensive, there 
we find the most magnificent river_s flowin g through 
them, opening up a communication from side to side. 
''That is still more remarkable, and becomes of great 
utility, is, that these mighty currents flow against the 
prevailing winds, thus rendering the navigation easy, 
which would otherwise be extremely teclious and 
diffi.cult. The prevailing trade-wincls blow right up 
their streams. This is the case with the Niger, anel 
in a more particular manner during the time it 
is in flood. For teu months in the year, but more 
particularly from l\fay till November, the prevailing 
winel in the Bights of Benin anel Biafra is from south-
west, thus blowing right up all the outlets of the 
Niger. ln the Congo, Tuckey fouuel the breeze 
generally blowing up the stream. It is neeelless to 
point out, at leilgth, the aelvantages which may be 
deriveel from this wise regulation in the natural 

<-' 

world.'' 

I have dwelt thus much on the Nigú and the 
settlements connecteel with it, because it clearly holds 
the foremost place among the great inlets to Africa ; 
but the number anel situation of many other navig-
able rivers on the western coast of Africa have been 
rnuch remarkeel by those who have visited them, as 
affording the noblest means for extending tbe com-
merce of this country to the millions who <lwell on 
their banks, or occupy the cities anel towns in the 
interior. Along the coast, commencing at the southern 
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point of the Bight of Biafra, and embracing the coast 
of Calabar, the Slave Coast, the Gold Coast, the 
I vory Coast, the Grain Coast, the Pepper Coast, the 
coast of Sierra Leone, anel thence northwards to the 
Senegal, there cannot be less than ninety or one 
hundred rivers, many of thern navigable, and two of 
them rivalling in their volume of water and extent 
the splendid rivers of N orth America. [t is reported 
that a French steam-vessel plies more than 700 miles 
up the Senegal, ·and that the Faleme, which flows 
into it eight leagues below Galam, is navigable in 
the rainy season for vessels of sixty tons burden. 
The Faleme runs through the golden land of Bam-
bouk, whence the French traders obtain considerable 
quantities of that precious metal. The Gambia is a 
noble river. It is about eleven miles wide at its 
mouth, and about four opposite Bathurst. How far 
it extends into the interior is unknown ; it is said, 
however, that it has been ascended for some hundred 
miles.* It .is also asserted that from the upper part 
of this ri ver the Senegal can be reached in three, and 
the Niger in four days. 

ln addition to the mighty rivers above referred to, 

* ln 1834, Captain Quin carried Governor Rendall up to 
Macarthy's I sland, in the Britomart sloop of war. Craft of 50 
or 60 tons can get up to Fattatenda, the resort of caravans for 
trade with British merchants. Commoclore Owen terms the 
Gambia " n magnificent river." It was surveyed in 1826 by 
Lieutenant Owen, R.N., on which occasion he was accompanied 
by tbe Acting Governor Macaulay, as far as Macarthy's Island, 
180 miles up the river.-Owen, ii. 
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it has been ascertained that, from Rio Lagos to the 
river Elréi, no fewer than twenty streams enter the 
ocean, several of surprising magnitude, anel navig-
able for ships (M'Queen) ; anel that all tlae 
streams which fall into the sea from Rio Formosa 
to Old Calabar inclusive, are connecteéi together 
by intermediate streams, at no great distance from 
the sea. 

The geographical position of Africa, anel its conti-
guity to Europe claim for it especial attention. The 
voyage from the port of London to the Senegal is ge~e
rally accomplished in twenty-five days ; to the Gambia 
in twenty-eight or thirty days; to Sierra Leone, in 
thirty to thirty-five' clays ; to Cape Coast Castle, in 
forty-two to forty-eight clays; to Fernando Po, forty-
eight to fifty-three days; to the ports in the Bight of 
Biafra, in fifty to fifty-five days; to the Zaireor Congo, 
in fifty-five to sixty clays, respectively. Vessels leav-· 
ing Bristol or Liverpool for the sarne ports possess 
an advantage, in point of time, of from five to eight 
days. The voyage is attenclecl with little danger, 
providecl common care be used. The homeward voy-
age is of course considerably longer than the outward, 
in con~equence of the vessels being obliged to take 
what is commonly called, the western passage, hav-
ing ge~erally to go as far as 40º west longitude. 
The clifference in the length of the voyages, outward 
anel homeward, may be stated at from three to four 
weeks. \ 

The use of steam would, of course, greatly diminish 

\ 
\ 
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the length of the voyage, and facilitate the operations 
of the trader, until establishments could be formed 
to which the produce required might be conveyed by 
the natives. 

The best season for visiting the African coast is 
the d1·y season, that is, from December to May. But 
it niay be remarked that the line of coast from Cape 
Palmas to Cape St. Paul's is less subject to rains 
than the Winclwarcl Coast or the Bights, anel may be 
visitecl at any seas?n. The worst period of the year is 
from the middle of July to the midclle of December.* 

With regard to commerce, then, this portion of 
Africa would have fair play: her resources may prove 
greater, or less than we suppose; but, whatever they 
be, the traffic arising from them will possess that first 
and indispensable requisite-security. 

I do not, however, anticipate that this commerce 
will in the first instance be large. Africa is only 
capahle of proclucing : as yet, she does not produce. 
'V"hon it is founcl that there is security for person and 

<li The chief causes of the sickness and morta1ity on board trad-
ing vessels may be ascribed, first, to climate; second, to overwork, 
and especially exposure to the action of the sun while working; 
and, third, to drunkenness. This Jast is the chief cause of morta-
lity. One great means of preventing sickness would be, to make 
it imperative for all trading-vessels to employ a certain number of 
natives, as is done on boarcl men-of-war. 

Mr. Becroft (a merchant who resided for a number of years at 
Fernando Po) went up the Niger in the Quorra steam-hoat, on a 
trading voyage, in 1836; his expedition lasted three inonths. He · 
had with him a crew of forty persons, including five white men. 
Only one individual died, a white man, who was previously far 
gone in consurnption. 
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property, and that products of industry find a reacly 
rnarket, and cornrnand a supply of European articles 
which the natives covet, an impulse will, no doubt, 
be given to interna! cultivation. But it is greatly to 
be desired, that this impulse should be as strong, and 
operate ãs speedily, as possible. What we want is, to 
supplant the Slave Trade by another tracle, which 
shall be more lucrative. We cannot expect that 
savage nations will be greatly influencecl by the 
promise of prospective advantage. The rise of the' 
legitimate trade onght, if we are to carry the good-
will of the nafores along with us, to follow as close 
as possible upon the clownfall of the tracle in rnan: 
there ought to be an immecliate substitute for the 
gains which are to cease. ln short, the natives rnust 
he assistecl, anel by every methocl in our power put in 
the way of proclucing those things which will bear a 
value in the market of the worlcl. It is impossible 
that we can be in error in assuming that Africa, 
uncler cultivation, will make more from ,her exports 
than she now receives from the sale of her popu-
lation. 

There is no clanger that the experiment will fail, if 
time enough is allowecl for the full clevelopment of 
its results : but there is very considerable risk that 
the experiment while advancing to maturity will fail, 
from the impatience of a barharous people, who are 
not in the habit of conteihplating distant results, anel 
who, finding themselves stripped of one species of 
customary trade, have not as yet been remunerated 
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by the acquisition of a better source of revenue. For 
this reasou, 1 have alreacly suggestecl that we shoulel, 
for a time, subsielize the chiefs of Africa, whose assist-
ance we require; anel, for the san1e reas.on, 1 now 
propose that we shoulel give all natural, anel even 
some artificial stimulants to agricultural inelustry. 

If at the moment when the African population 
:finel themselves in unaccustomecl security, anel feel, 
for the first time, a certainty of reaping what they 
sow; when they see their river, which has hitherto 
been worse than useless to the bulk of the people-
( for it has brought on its waves only an armeel ban-
elitti, anel carriecl away from their smoulelering villages 
only that banelitti exulting in their captureel prey)-
transformeel into the cheapest, the safest, anel the 
most convenient highway between themselves, anel the 
civilized world, anel cliscover it to be the choicest 
blessing which nature has bestoweel upon them ; 
if at the moment when a market is brought to their 
cloors, anel foreign merchants are at hand, reaely to 
exchange for their proeluctions the all uring articles of 
European manufacture, of which, sparingly as they 
have hitherto tasteel, they know the rare beauty, anel 
surpassing usefulness,-, -if at this moment, when so 
many specific anel powerful motives invite them to 
the eliligent cultivation of their soil, they are visiteel 
by a bancl of agricultural instructors, who offer at 
once to put them in possession of that skill in hus-
banelry which the rest of the world has acquirecl, anel 
they are enabled to till their grounel in security, anel 
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find opened to them a conveyance for its pro-
ductions, and a market for their sale; and if simul-
taneously with these advantages we furnish that 
practical knowledge, and those mechanical contri-
vances which the experience of ages, and the inge-
nuity of successive generations, have by slow degrees 
disclosed to oursel ves-I cannot doubt that those 
combined benefits and discoveries will furnish an 
immediate, as well as an ample compensation for 
the loss of that wicked traffi.c, which, if it has afforded 
profit to the few, has exposed the great mass of the 
.inhabitants to unutterable wretchedness. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

RESULTS OF EXPERIENCE. 

AFRICA, it is true, is in great measure untried 
ground, yet there is some information to be derived 
from the history of those colonies, few and imperfect 
though they be, which have been attempted along her 
coasts. There are also important hints to be found 
in the recorded opinions (many of them drawn from 
actual experiment) of those who are best acquainted 
with the subject, whether government offi.cers, tra-
vellers, or others. It may now be convenient to turn 
our attention to the colonies which already belong 
to us in Afriéa : in the history of them there is much 
to confirm my views. I extract the following passage 
from a paper written by lVI r. Bandinel, dated Foreign 
Office, March 30, 1839 :-

" So long ago as in 1792, the colony of Sierra 
Leone was founded by benevolent individuals, for the 
express purpose of inducing the natives to abandon 
the traffi.c. The course taken was two-fold :-the 
one, to educate the natives, with the view of teaching 
them to give up the Slave Trade, on a religious prin-
ciple; the other, to substitute for that trade a more 
legitimate commerce. 

" 'The accounts, soon after the settlement was 
formed, stated, that the natives crowded round the 
colony both for education anel for trade; and that the 
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beneficial effect on them, in inducing them to quit 
Slave-trading, was instantaneous. That effect has 
been continued, and has extended, in the neighbour-
hood of Sierra Leone, to a very considerable distance 
round the colony. Traders bring down the ivory, the 
gold-clust, and palm-oil, as usual. Of late years, a 
very important branch has been aclcled to the legal 
tracle, by the cutting of timber for the British navy; 
anel the mincls of the natives are thus effectually di-
verted from the baneful occupation of the Slave 
Trade, to the pursuits of legitimate commerce.;' 

I aclmit, that Sierra Leone has failed to realize all 
the expectations which were at one time indulged. 
It must, I fear, be confesseà, that the situation was 
m-chosen,-the-north-west wind blows 011 it from 
the Bulloom shore, covered with mangrove-swamps, 
which generate the most destructive malaria. The 
district is small, by no means afforcling space for a 
fair experiment of our system. Nor is the lancl of 
the peninsula well suited for the growth of tropical 
productions; anel there is wanting that, without which 
we can hardly expect to see commerce spring up and 
thrive in a barbarous country,- a river navigable far 
into the interior. Besides these natural diffi.culties, 
there. have been some, arising from the system which 
we have aclopted, or " rather," in the worcls of one of 
the strongest advocates in favour of Sierra Leone, "in 
the want of anything like system or preconcerted plan 
in the administration of its government . . . the whole 
of its administration, with the exception of its judicial 

2n 
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system, was left to the chapter of accidents. No 
instructions were sent from home ; every governor 
was left to follow the suggestions of his own rnind, 
both as regarded the disposal and treatment of the 
Jiberatecl Africans, anel the general interests of the 
colony. . . . . . Every governor has been left 
to follow his own plans, however crude and undi-
gested ; and no two succeecling governors have ever 
pursuecl the sarne course. This remark applies more 
particularly to the management of the liberated 
Africans." 

I find this view confirmecl in the thircl Resolution 
of the Report of the Select Committee on the State 
of Sierra Leone, 1830, which runs thus :-" It is the 
opinion of this Committee, that the progress of the 
liberated Africans in moral anel industrious habits 
has heen greatly retardecl by the frequent ch~nge of 
system in their location anel maintenance, anel by the 
yearly influx of thousancls of their rude anel unci-
vilized countrymen." 

This resolution notices another peculiarity in the 
case of Sierra Leone, which ought always to be borne 
in mind when it is brought forward as an instance 
of what may be done in African colonies. This pecu-
liarity consists in the nature of its population, " a 
heterogeneous mass," but mainly composed of the sur-
viving cargoes of captureel slave-ships,-men who 
have undergone a great shock,-uprooted beings,-
compelled colonists of a strange land. ln addition to 
this original disadvantage, there have undoubteel1y 
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been great errors and omissions in the management of 
them. According to Colonel Denham, superintend-
ant of that department, there has been " the want of 
instrnction, capital, and example ;" yet he adds, ''with 
the very little they-have had of either, conveyed in a 
manner likely to benefit them generally, it is to me 
daily an increasing subject of astonishment, that the 
liberated Africans settled here have done so much for 
themselves as they have." 

Sierra Leone has unquestionably laboured under 
very great disadvantages.* But, with all its defoctsJ 
if anything has anywhere been clone for the benefit 
oCV\T estern Africa, it has been there. The only 
glimmer of civilization; the only attempt at legiti-
rnate comrnerce; the only prosecution, however faint, 
of agriculture, are to be found at Sierra Leone, and 
at some of those settlements which 1 have just named. 
Anel there alone the Slave Trade has been in any de-
gree arrested. W e may regret, therefore, that the 
experirnent was not tried under more favourable 
circumstances, on a more healthy spot, on a more 

* 1 have compared various and conflicting accounts of Sierra 
Leone; the Reports of the Company, and of the African Institu-
tion ; tbe able Reports of Colonel Denham on the Liberated Afri-
cans, and other Government Despatches; the Statements of Mr. 
M'Queen, and the Reply of Mr. Kenneth Macaulay; and the Evi-
dence before both tbe A borigines Committees, and that on the state 
of Sierra Leone, together with several private letters of authority; 
and I believe my statements will all be found accurate, though my 
authorities are too voluminous, and too varied, to quote or extract at 
length. 

2n2 
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fertile and suitable soil, on a larger scale, less exposed 
to the inroads of the slave-trader, and in the vici-
nity of one of the great arteries of Africa. Still, ex-
perience speaks strongly in its favour, because many 
thousands of human beings, taken from the holcls of 
slave-ships, anel placed there in the rudest state of 
barbarism, have rnacle consiclerable advances in civiliz-
ation,* because thousands of Negro children have re-

* Captain Ramsay to1d me that he had been particu1arly struck 
with the inte1ligent conversation and refined manners of a person 
in whose company he dined at Fernando Po, and whom he thought 
capable of filling almost any situation. Had it not been for his 
complexion, he would have supposed that he had been educated in 
England. This man was brought thither, not many years before, 
in the hold of a slave-shiJJ. Mr. H. W. Macaulay, Commis-
sary J ndge at Sierra Leone, stated before a Parliamentary Com-
mittee, in 1837, that a large irnrtion of these people, brought, as 
they have been, to the " co1ony in a savage state," landed, as hc 
has seen many thousands of them, in a diseased and wretched con-
dition, yet become civilized ánd useful members of society. He 
states, that these men form the mi1itia: they serve not only as con-
stables and attendants on the Courts of J nstice, but also as jury-
men; and they discbarge this duty so satisfactorily, that Mr. Mac-
aulay further states, that, having himself had questions of largP. 
amount before them, he should at all times be willing to abide by 
their verdict. ln speaking of the advancement to which these 
people have attained, he says : "There are many such instances 
of liberated Africans: one in particular, which I reco1lect, where 
a man, who not very long since was in the hold of a slave-ship, 
is acquiring at present an income of, I suppose, from l,200l. to 
l,500l. a-year. He has the government contracts for the supply 
of beef to the army and navy, and has had them for many years 
pa.st, and he has al ways fulfilled his contracts to the satisfaction of 
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ceiveel anel are receiving the rueliments of Christian 
eelucation, anel. beca use a traele has there taken root, in 
itself inconsielerabie enough, it is true, but yet, one-
third oj the whole legitimate frade of Central_ Africa. 
The very fact, that so large a proportion of African 
commerce has talrnn refoge, as it were, in a spot so 
inconvenient, while none is founel on that mighty 
river which flows from the centre of Africa into the 
Atlantic, is in itself, to my apprehension, an unanswer-
able anel authoritative proof, that, could the system of 
protection and instruction be trieel on right principle~,_ 
anel upon a large scale, we neeel not elespair of wit-
nessing a great anel glorious change in the conelition 
of that continent. 

Since the above remarks were written, 1 have re-
ceiveel a letter from Mr. Ferguson, a gentleman of great 
intelligence anel experience, who was originally sent 
out to Sierra Leone under the auspices of the African 
lnstitution, anel is now, anel has been for the last 
eight years, at the head of the medical department 
there. The elocument is so interesting, anel so highly 
important, that 1 have ventured to quote it at con-
siderable length; not, however, without having, in 
parts, curtaileel the original paper, as it respects a few 
facts anel statements of minor importance :-

" Having resieled at Sierra Leone eluri11g a period 
of seventeen years, anel hacl many opportunities of 

the Government. Heis lívíng ín a very excellent house; has every 
comfort about hím; and has educated two of his children in 
Éngland." · · 
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intercourse with the nations in the neighbourhood of 
that colony, my views of the practicability of the 
measures you contemp1ate have reference chiefly to 
the Windward Coast, andina moi·e especial rnanner 
to the colony of Sierra Leone, anel to the nations 
immediately acljacent. 

" Though the friends of Sierra Leone have long 
ceasecl to look for, or to expect any great advantage 
to the cause of African civilization from that quarter, 
I entertain a rather conficlent hope of being able to 
show that the cause is by no means so hopeless_ as it 
is generally supposed to be; but on the contrary, that 
it is precisely in that quarter, and in its neighbour-
hooel, anel at the present time, that the objects you 
contemplate are likely to be most speedily, anel for 
some years at least, most extensively accomplished. 

"Much money as well as much parental care and 
encouragement were lavished on the infant colony of 
Sierra Leone; but matters were so mismanaged in 
the outset of the unelertaking, especially in the breach 
of faith with the Nova Scotian settlers, refusing to 
allót to them the quantities of land for which they 
hael previously stipulated, that distrust anel dis-
content, neglect of agriculture, anel inveterate habits 
of idleness, became general. 

" After a lapse of some years, an accession was 
made to the colony of numbers, but by no means of 
moral strength, in a body of Maroons, who were 
sent from Jamaica after the Maroon war. They had 
been for many years the only body of free blacks in 
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the island of Jamaica. Indolent, and a verse to 
agriculture in their native land, their habits were by 
no means changed by the transatlantic voyage, nor 
have they, in fact, studied to acquire habits of industry 
until this day. Thus agriculture anel the useful arts 
received no aid whatever from such elements as the 
Sierra Leone Company had as yet employed in 
furtherance of their benevolent designs. 

" The abolition of the Slave Trade by Great 
Britain, anel its subsequently declared illegality, 
under certain circumstances, by the governments of 
Spain and Portugal, and - the · consequent capture of 
vessels taken in the prosecution of the illicit trade, 
introduced, in the body of liberated Africans, a third 
element in the population of the colony, and it is to 
the working of that third element-what it has 
already clone, is doing, and what may be prospectively 
and reasonably expected from it, that 1 desire espe-
cially to direct your attention. 

"The condition of a body of captured slaves on 
their arrival at Sierra Leone for liberation, is the 
most miserable and wretched that can be conceived-
emaciated, squalid, sickly-looking, ill-fed, barbarous, 
confined in inadequate space, compelled to breathe an 
atmosphere hardly fit for the sustenance of animal 
life-is it to be wondered, that, in such circumstances, 
the faculties of the soul should be cramped and 
benumbecl by the cruelties infücted upon the body? 
It is nevertheless from among such people and their 
descendants at Sierra Leone, their minds at length 
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elevated by a sens~ of personal freedom, and by the 
ternperate administration of just anel equitable laws, 
that you are to look for the first practical results of 
your operations. It is not my intention to trace the 
progress of the liberated Africans from the elepths of 
misery alluded to, until we finel them, after the lapse 
of fifteen or twenty years, indepenelent and respect-
able members of society, but to give you some notion 
of them as a c1ass, anel of the position in society 
which they occupy at the present day. 

" Those rnost recently arrived are to be found 
occupying mud houses anel small patches of grouncl 
in the neighbourhood of one or other of the villages, 
which are about twenty in number. The majority of 
these rernain in their location as agriculturists ; but 
several go to reside in the neighbourhood of Free-
town as labourers, farm servants, servants to carry 
wooel and water, grooms, house servants, &c. Others 
cultivate vegetables, rear poultry and pigs, or offer 
for sale a variety of edible substances. They are a 
harmless anel well disposed people; there is no 
poverty nor begging amongst them ; their habits are 
frugal anel industrious, anel their anxiety to possess 
money remarkable. 

'' Persons of a grade higher than those just de-
scribed are to he found occupying frame houses, and 
are mostly employed either in carrying on small 
trades in the market, in buying anel retailing the 
cargoes of native canoes, in curing anel drying fish, 
or in working at various mechanical trades. Re-
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spectable men of this grade meet with ready mercan-
tíle credits, amounting from ;B20 to .:B60; and the 
class is very numerous. 

" Those who have advanced another step are founel 
in frarne houses, rearecl on a stone fouudation, of from 
six to ten feet in height. ~rhese houses are very com-
fortable; a considerable quantity of fu1·niture of 
European workmanship, anel of books, chiefly of a 
religious character, is to be found in füem, anel an 
air of elomestic comfort pervading the whole. Per-
sons of this class are nearly altogether occupieel in 
shopkeeping, anel may be seen clubbing together in 
numbers from three to six, seven, or more, to purchase 
large lots or unbroken bales ; anel the scrupulous 
honesty with which the subdivision of the goods is 
afterwarels made, cannot be evidenced more thoroughly 
than in this, that, common as such transactions are, 
they have never yet been lmown to become the sub-
ject of controversy or litigation. The principal 
streets of Freetown, as vvell as the approaches to the 
town, are lined on each side by an almost continuous 
range of booths anel stalls, among which almost every 
article of merchandise is offereel for sale. They are 
all in easy circumstances, anel are invariably anxious 
to possess houses anel lands of their own, especially 
in Olel Freetown. Property of this elescription has 
of late years become much enhanced, anel is still 
increasing in value, solely from their annually 
increasing numbers anel prosperity. 

" Persons of the highest grade of liberated Africans 
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occupy comfortable two-story stone houses, inclosed 
ali round with spacious piazzas. These houses are 
their ow11 property, and are built from the proceeds 
of their own industry. ln several of them are to be 
seen mahogany chairs, tabl~s, sofas, and four-post 
bedsteads, pier glasses, floor cloths, and other articles 
imlicative of domestic comfort and accumulating 
wealth. They are almost wholly engaged in mer-
cantile pursuits, and are to be found in neatly fitted-
up shops on the ground-floor of their respective 
clwelling-houses. lVIany of them have realized con-
siderable sums of money. Peter Newland, a libe-
ratecl African, clied a short time before I left the colony, 
anel his estate realized, iu houses, merchandise, anel 
cash, upwards of ;f, 1,500. I am well acquainted with 
one of these individuals, whose name, shortly before 
my departure from the colony, stood on the debtor 
sicle of the books of one of the principal merchants 
for El,900, to which sum it had been reduced from 
;f,3,000 during the preceding twü' ~onths. Many of 
thei:n at the present moment have their children being 
educatecl in England at their own expense. 

" There is at Sierra Leone a very fine regiment of 
colonial militia, more than eight-tenths of which are 
liberated Africans. The amount of property which 
they have acquired is ample guarantee for their loyalty, 
should that ever be called in qu.estion. They turn 
out with great a1acrity anel cheerfulness on all occa-
sions for periodical drill. They also serve on j uries ; 
anel I have repeatedly heard the highest legal autho-
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rity in the colony express his satisfaction with theí. 
elecisions. 

" From the preceeling cletails \t may be inferreel, 
that a leaelíng feature ín the character of the liberateel 
Africans is their great love of money. But this, 
though remarkable, is by no means of that soreliel 
nature which induces the mi ser to hoard up his wealth 
for its own sake_. On the contrary, their whole 
surplus means are devoted to the increase of theü· 
domestic comforts and the improvement of their out-
warel appearance of respectability A comfortable 
house is the first great object of their desire. For 
this they are content to labour at any sort of work, 
and turn themselves diligently anel cheerfully to any 
honest means of earning money. The working hours 
are from six in the morning till four in the afternoon, 
with one hour of interval for breakfast. Labour is 
to be had in abundance at 4d. per diem. Very needy 
persons may sornetimes be founel who will work for 
3td. A good overseer or heaelsman may be hacl at 
5d. per diem, or 13s. per month. 

" Of the liberated Africans as a bocly, it may with 
great truth be said that there is not a more quiet, 
inoffensive, anel goocl humoured population on the 
face of the earth. Of their religious spirit it is not 
easy, from the very nature of the subject, to form a 
decided opinion, but I know that their outirarel obser-
vance of the Sabbath-elay is most exemplary. On 
that elay the passion for amusements is altogether laid 
aside, anel the whole body of the people are to be 
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fonnd at one or other of the churches or chapels, 
which abound in the colony. 

" It may be presumed, from what has been said of 
their love of gain, that in their habits and desires 
they are decidedly industrious. But, however suc-
cessful, from the abundance of European example, 
they may have been in the application of their ener-
gies and industry to pursuits of a mercantile nature, 
i t is to be regretted that no similar exarnple in the 
dP-partment of agriculture has as yet been placed be-
fore them. W ere such example afforded in the cul-
ture of such articles as would at all times meet with 
a ready purchaser, I am warranted in averring, with 
much confidence, that energies similar to those which 
(as we have already seen) have been so zealously and 
successfully directed to trade, would prornptly, anel 
with equal zeal, be founel engageel in agriculture. 
ln 1826 Mr. Clouston, a respectable merchant of 
Freetown, planted a small quantity of ginger by way 
of experirnent, ánd having reported favourably of it, 
its culture was immediately taken up by a vast body 
of liberatecl Africans. lgnorance was, however, dis-
played at every step of their progress. They planteel 
indiscriminately in sterile anel in rich soils, so that 
the sample produced was a mixture of plump anel 
meagre roots. By sorne the sarnple was dried pre-
viously to being offered for sale, by others not; by 
some it was carefully cleaned, which others neglected; 
so that the rnerchants becarne averse to purchase it, 
and the growers saw their hopes blighted. · ln 1829 
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their attention was turnecl to the culture of capsicum, 
by the sale of a lot at Freetown, which fetchecl 2s. 6d. 
per pouncl. It would have been clifficult at that time 
to have collectecl two tons of pepper in the colony, 
but in the course of a very few years individual mer-
chants were found exporting 100 anel 150 tons per 
annum. The price however, fell to 4d. per pound; 
sales coulcl not even then be effected ; anel the hopes 
of the cultivators were again disappointecl. ln 1833 
their expectations were similarly raised anel blighted 
by the encouragement held out for the manufacture 
of cassada starch. Instances might be multiplied, 
but I think those just noted are suftlcient to show 
tbat the liberated Africans are not only willing but 
desirous that their attention should be directed to the 
culture of such articles as will afford them a certain 
return for their labour anel inclustry; and that the 
position at which they have arrived in the social state 
is precisely that to which the labours of philanthro-
pists may be applied satisfactorily to themselves, anel 
with a certain prospect of advantage to that interesting 
people. 

" Among oth,er circumstances indicative of the 
improvement of their worldly means, anel of their 
<lesire stiJl further to avail themselves of Emopean 
example, none stands more prominently forward thau 
the system which they have lately commencecl of 
sending their children to Englancl for education. 
'rhirty years ago a few liberatecl African boys were 
sent to England and eclucated at the expense of the 
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African lnstitution, with a view to their aicl in work-
ing out the general objects of the Institution at Siérra 
Leone. These boys, on their return to the colony, 
with one exception, speedily fell back on the barba-
rous habits of their youth, anel their public utility fell 
far short of the expectations of their patrons. W e 
now, however, heholcl under clifferent auspices the 
sarne class of persons considerably aclvancecl in wealth 
anel civilization, desiring European education for 
their children of their own accord, without advice or 
pecuniary aid from others, and moved thereto solely 
by a conviction of its intrinsic excellence. There are 
now, however, but few outlets for the employrnent of 
educated young men in the colony; and it appears 
clear that the quantity of talent of this description 
which will become available will in a short time far 
exceed the means of employment. The present is 
therefore precisely the time for the friends of African 
civilization to aclopt such measures as may appear 
best calculated to secure the effectual co-operation of 
the new element which is about to be placed before 
them. 

" Several articles of tropical agriculture have been 
from time to time tried at Sierra Leone on a small 
scale, anel the experiments have been generally suc-
cessful. The most decided, as well as the most care-
full y performed and most successful of these, was the 
introduction, a few years ago, by some of the gentle-
men of the Church Missionary Society, of some of the 
seecls of the Sea-islancl cotton. 1 have stated above, 
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that were examples in agriculture offered as liberally 
as they have been in trade, the former woulcl be fol-
lowed up by the liberated Africans with as much 
diligence and zeal as they have been found to have 
devoted to the latter. lt would, however, be im-
portant, in conducting such an experiment, that their 
attention should, in the first instance, be directecl to 
such articles as in their culture require the smallest 
outlay of money, the shortest time to bring them to 
maturity, and a sure sale whenever and in whatever 
quantity they may be brought to market. 

" No article seems to afford these requisites with 
such a prospect of certainty as cotton ; anel- a normal 
farm of 100 acres, for the culture of that article, in 
the south-eastern part of the colony, would, I am 
well assured, be followed within two years by a ge-
neral rush of the whole agricultural population 
towards its production. The actual sight of a con-
siderable quantity grown in the colony, offered for 
sale, and immecliately purchased, would render 
any further experimental effort in regarcl to that 
article useless ; except, indeed, in respect of the 
best kind of seed to be used, and the most approvecl 
mode of culture. 

"But this is, perhaps, the smallest amount of bene-
fit that woulcl ensue. The na tives of the countries in 
the irnmediate vicinity of Sierra Leone take a large 
quantity of British manufactures in return for Afri-
can teak, the cutting anel squaring of which is 
nearly altogether performecl by slave labour. The 
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sort of traffic to which it has given rise, has, never-
theless, so clearly demonstrated to the nati ve chiefs 
how rnuch more advantageous it is to work their 
slaves than to sell them, that Slave Trading (I mean 
the selling of slaves) in the countries adjacent to 
Sierra Leone has nearly altogethe:r ceasecl. In 
some of these countries the timber is now obtained 
with much more difficulty than formerly, owing to 
the greater clistance from the water-side at which 
it has to be procured. Should this diffi.cu1ty in-
crease to such a length as to render the cutting of 
timber no longer profitable, the hands left unem-
ployed in such a case would, in the culture of cot-
ton, find ample rneans of profitable ernployment; and 
by this means the continuance and perrnanence of 
the first great step in African civilization would, to 
the inhabitants of those countries, be secured. I fear 
that these people are not yet so far removed from 
the recollections of a flourishing Slave 'frade as to 
render its abandonment by them the result of sound 
principie, or of a conviction of its cruelty. The con-
tinuance of tlie legitimate trade on which they have 
already so successfully entered, rnay, however, in the 
hancls of another generation, establish its final aban-
donment on more reputable motives. lVIeantime, in 
the cutting of timber, anel in the growth of rice, we 
have undoubted proofs of their industi·y, and of their 
willingness, by bo<lily labour, to obtain what they may 
require of European manufactures. 

" I trust that in this sketch of the liberated 
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Africam,, of the progress which they liave alt-eady 
made, and of the efforts which they are still making, 
towarcls civilization, you will fincl not only sufficient 
encouragement to induce you to devote towards the 
colony of Sierra Leone a portion of yom· fostering 
care ; but also that you will perceive that the in·e-
sent is the time ·when instruction anel encourage- , 
ment, especially in the practice of agriculture, afforcl 
a. fairer prospect of being crowneel with success, than 
at any other period in the previous history or concli-
tion of the colony. 

"I have a moral certainty that the aclvanccs which 
they have already maele in knowledge and in wealth 
cannot possibly be arrested at the present stage, anel 
that an impulse has been given to the onward course 
of irnprovernent, the limit of which, in respect to 
them, is not yet in sight. But however certain their 
fature progress may be in the course on which they 
have so auspiciously entered, it is clear that that pro-
gress might be accelerated tenfold, were there, in well 
conductecl examples, anel in competent instruction, 
as it were a beacon helcl out to them, teaching them 
alike what to avoid and what to cling to, as well in 
the mocle of culture, as in the article to be culti-
vated. 

"There are places ou the Windward Coast of 
vVestern Africa, other than Sierra Leone, which I 
think woulcl repay any care that might be bestowed 
on them, in the way of agricultura! instruction and -
example ; _anel, perhaps, none will be fonnd better 

2c 
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calculated for its application than the settlements on 
the river Gambia. The soil is rich, and more easily 
brought under culture than even that of Sierra 
Leone; ground nuts anel corn are grown there; and 
cotton, also, in a considerable quantity, and of a tex-
ture which, as I have been informed by respectahle 
merchants, equals much that is brought from the 
W est Indies anel South Ame rica, although thei r 
mode of preparing it is inferior. At the extensive 
Government farm near Bathurst, which is worked by 
]iberated Africans, such quantities of grouncl nuts 
and corn are raised, as far more than pay all the ex-
penses of management; and were exarnp]e and the 
necessary instruction afforded, the culture of cotton 
nught there be substitnted with great advantage, anel 
at no additional expense. 

" Keeping steaclily in sight your principle of sub-
stituting a harmless and profitable trade for one that 
is illegal and worse than profitless, I am also desirous 
of directing your attention to what has been going on 
during the last year or two in the Rio Nunez. This 
river, though now little spoken of, was in former 
years notorious for S1ave Trading. 

" At Kaikandy, the chief trading place, situatecl 
about 100 miles frorn the sea, anel in the country of 
the Landernas, numerous factories, occupied by 
French anel English traders, are establisheel ; to 
w hich Foulahs, Seracoolies, Bambarras, anel people 
of other nations, resort in great numbers. I spent 
some time there in February 1ast, anel was assurecl 
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by the merchants that the Foulahs were graclually 
weaning themselves from the Slave ~rrade, and that 
they had of late years brought down a much larger 
quantity of native produce than formcrly; an assu-
rance which was confinnecl as well by the number of 
English anel French merchants established there in 
the prosecution of legitimate commerce, as by the 
single slave-t'i'acle1·, Sefíor Caravalho, a Portu-
guese. 

" About three years ago, some of the Foulah 
traders who resort to Kaikandy, brought down small 
parce1s of coffee, and offered them for sa1e. The 
coffee was so eagerly purchased by the European 
merchants, that the Foulahs immediately turned their 
attention to the further supply of it. It appears tbat 
there are vast forests of incligenous coffee in the Foulah 
country, and of much finer quality than that of the 
vVest Indies or South America. The Foulahs evince 
great satisfaction in the possession of such an unex-
pected source of wealth, anel the quantity suppliecl 
has of course great1y increased; lmt, unfortunately, 
this infant trade, at the very dawning of its existence, 
is threatened with destruction ; it being found that 
the protective duty for British plantation was so high 
as to prove tantamount to a total exclusion of the 
Foulah coffce, the duty on the former being 6cl., anel 
on the latter ls. 3d., per pound. The rnerchants at 
Kailrnndy have, nevertheless, continued to purchase 
the coffee, in whatever quantities it has been offere<l, 

2 e 2 
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in the hope that thc British Government rnay yet be 
disposed to relie\'e them of their difficulties. 

"But the most grievous part of the disappointrnent 
is, that it would be difficult to devise · any rnode cal-
culated more powerfully anel effectuaUy to disenthral 
the people from the desire of kidnapping anel selling 
each other, than the aelmission of the Foulah coífee 
into the ports of Great Britain ou terms similar to 
those of British plantation. 

"You will perceive from tlús detail, that the Fou-
lahs, without any extrinsic aid, have alreacly clone 
much in furthering the object you have at heart; 
that they want assistance ; that the present is the 
time at which that assistance may most effectually 
be applied ; anel also the nature of the assistance 
required. 

"The Foulahs are an intelligent people, anel are 
very anxious to extend their commercial dealings with 
the British. They seem to have already perceivecl 
tlrnt it is more profitable for them to preserve the ele-
ment of labour in their own eountry, than to eleprive 
themselves of its assistance hy selling each other to 
strangers ; so that it may be saicl, without a metaphor, 
that iu every hunclrecl-weight of coffee which they 
collect anel take to Kaikancly; at least one human 
heing is preservecl from slavery. ·. · . 

"An instance illustrative of their clesire to pre-
serv~ anel extencl thei r commercial relations with the 
British occurred a few rnonths ago. A temporary 
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interruption was th_rown in the way of both the export 
and irnport trade of the river (Nunez), by certain 
dissensions arnong the tributary chiefs, the continu-
ance of which was Jikely to prove high1y detrimental 
to the interests of the British anel other merchants 
established at Kaikandy. Lieutenant Hill, of her 
lVIajesty's brig Saracen, on being made acquainted 
with the danger to which British property was ex-
posed, very promptly set sail for the Rio Nunez for 
its_ protection. On his arrival there, a granel palaver 
was called, for the purposcs of investigating the 
causes of this elisturbance, anel of restoring tranquil-
lity. The conference which ensued was presidecl over 
by a Foulah chief, who appeared to be established at 
Kaikandy in an official character, anel to be clothed 
with functions (as the event showed) of a nature more 
full anel extensive than those of a mere .consul or 
chargé d'affaires. 

" It appeareel by the rnajority of voices, anel hy an 
almost unanirnous concurrence of opinion, that the 
cause anel continuance of the disturbances were attri-
butable to the intrigues of a l\fanelingo named Boi 
Modao. 

"The Foulah chief addresseel himse1f to Lieut. 
Hill, in. a speech exp_lanatory of the great anxiety of 
the Foulah king to rnaintain and to extenel commer-
cia1 intercourse with the British, and bis deterrnina-
tion to put clo·wn anel remove any obstacle to its con-
tinuance that t"hould arise; anel to satisíy Lieut. Hill 
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of the sincerity of his professions, he offerecl then anel 
there to clecapitate Boi l\fodao, anel thus at once re-
store tracle to its usual channels. Líeut. Hill, of 
course, eleclínecl a proof of sinceríty so unequívocal 
anel convincing. 

" The conference was no sooner at an enel than 
Boi Modao, with marks of great haste anel much 
alarrn, fleel from that part of the country, anel traele 
was carried on as usual." 
~r e now proceed to the further consideration of 

the Gambia. "ln the year 1814," says Mr. Ban-
elinel, " a colony was formed at St. l\fary's) on the 
river Gambia, by British settlers, who rernoveel from 
the coasts of Senegal, when it was restoreel to the 
French. This colony has increaseel anel flourishecl 
beyonel all reasonable calculation, anel is already 
more powerful anel wealthy than any of those elder 
settlernents of the B ritish_ in Africa, which were 
fonned for the. purpose of promoting the Slave Trade. 

" The beneficial effects of the settlement of 
St. Mary's, on all the tribes along the banks of the 
Gambia, are perhaps still more prominent than those 
which have taken place rounel Sierra Leone." 

"The Gamhia was formerly a great mart for slaves. 
The population along its banks are now eager for 
lawful commerce, in which alone they are now en-
gaged. The traele is extencled above 400 miles up 
the river; a new and lucrative branch has also been 
lately opened there in gum; anel the only exceptíon 
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to the cheering picture 'occurs in the French 
establishment at Albreda, where still some slaves 
are said to be harboured, obtained from natives 
in the interior, and sent overland afterwards to 
Goree." 

The Slave 'frade is, however, so small and so 
declining at Albreda, that the exception may be 
almost said to prove the rule ; because it shows, that 
though an European establishment exists, ready to 
trade in slaves, it does not flourish against the rivalry 
of a legal commerce. 

ln the year 1833, a mission, in connexion with the 
'Wesleyan Society, was established at Macarthy's 
Island on the Gambia, with the view of promoting 
the civilization of the neighbouring tribes of Foulahs 
through the medium of Christianity. To the mis-
sionaries connected with this establishment 1 am in-
debted for much valuable information respecting the 
present state of Western Africa. The Rev. R. M. 
l\Iacbrair, in a M.S. statement with which he has 
favoured me, ascribes the abolition of the Slave 
Trade in the neighbourhood of the Gambia to two 
causes; first, to the vicinity of the British colony, 
and its command over the river; and, secondly, to 
the existence of a good market for the produce of 
the soil. The change effected by these circum-
stances lVIr. Macbrair thus clescribes :-" Culture 
is more practised in the neighbourhood of the Gam .. 
bia, where affairs are now comparatively peaceful. 
Before the abolition of the Slave Trade, there were 
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considerable factories here ; and one native merchant, 
now at St. l\f ary's, lYas sold no less than three times 
by another, who resides in tlrn sarne place. One of 
lhe kings also, is said to have " seized and disposed of 
some of his subjects whenever he wânted a horse, a 
wife, or other purc11asable commodity." But now 
that the slave-rnarket is abolished, and the natiYes 
can find a ready market .for the produce of their 
lands by means of the British merehants, the culti-
vation of the soil increases every year; anel the Abo-
rigines l1 ave Leen hearcl to say, that they now wish 
they hacl their s]aves back again, because they could 
get more hy th~ir labours in husbandry, thau they 
dicl by selling them to Europeans." 

Mr. Finden, 'vho has been a resident rnerchant on 
the Gambia for tlie Jnst 17 years, says, in a letter to 
me, dated 4th l\fay, 1838-" Prior to the formation 
of the settlernent, the trade consisted alrnost wholly 
i n slavcs ; and veEfels, fitted out for tbe purpose, pro-
ceedecl up the river about 300 miles. Since that 
period, I can state from correct inforrnation, anel my 
own lrnowledge, that no slaves have been exportecl 
in any Yessel frorn the Gam bia; anel in Jieu of this 
J10rrible traffic, a valuable anel Iegitimate com-
merce has been established there, which by enéou-
ragement might be considerably increased anel 
r endere<l rnost n11uable to the rnother country.' 
" This," he tl1inks, "might ue eff ectecl by extend-
in g protection, at least as l1igh up the rirer as it is 
naviga ble in the dry season. I should consicler 
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Fattatenda* and Kantally Coonda the most desirable 
spots. By : this means, greater quantities of our 
exports coulcl be thrown into the country, anel trade 
drawn from a much greater distance, anel we should 
thus be enabled, in a great measure, to check the 
slave-traders who pass these places on thcir way to 
the different leeward slave-clepôts. An armecl steam-
vessel wonld be of great service, anel would afforcl 
a protection to tracling vessels anel factories esta-
blishecl on the banks of thc river, which are at pre-
sent renclered unsafe by the depredations committcd 
by rnaraucling chiefs." 

These views are fully concurrecl in by the Rev . 
• John Morgan, to whose zeal the Foulah rnission 
partly owes its origin. ; He recornmends the purchase 
of tracts of land adjoining the principal rivers which 
flow into the Atlantic, in which the natives might 
find security from the preclatory incursions of the 
chiefs, anel from the cupiclity of the slave-trader; 
anel he likewise suggests the ernployment of an a1:mecl 
stearn-vessel attachecl to each settlernent. He says, 
" I am convincecl that thousands would flee to such 
places of refoge) as soon as they could be assurecl of 
protection, and thus a clense free population woulcl 

* A considerable trade is already carried on at the port of Fat-
tatenda, beyond which merchant-vessels do not proceed. The 
Rev. vV. Fox, who visitecl it in 1837, clescribes it as" the resort 
of ca ravans from the interior;" anel conscquenlly a consiclernbln 
concourse of people is invariahly attracted thíther in the purs11it 
of commerce. 



388 THE REMEDY. 

soon spring up, and agriculture anel commerce would 
rapidly extend. rnwse settlements might soon be 
rendered capable of defending themselves, and a 
great saving of European life would be immediately 
effected, as the interior · of the country is far more 
salubrious than the coast." 

Here 1 must again express my regret that the use-
fulness of our principal African settlements should 
have been impaired by an injudicious selection of 
localities, and by a· too contracted scale of operations. 
The disadvantages with which they have had to con-
tend are thus stated by Mr. Morgan:-" Being situ- , 
ated on the coast, those who most neecled refoge could 
not reach them : seconclly, they have ever been so 
small, that it was impossible for more than a small 
number to provide the means of subsistence on either 
of them: thirdly, in several cases, protection has not 
been offered to those who have flecl to thern." To 
these causes, 1 think, it may be attrilmted that our 
success has been so limited, anel that so little has 
been clone towards the accom plishment of our main 
object. 

V\T e find, however, in the immediate_ neighbourhood 
of the Gambia, where the influence of the British 
flag is felt, the Slave Trade has been suppressed, anel 
comparative tranquillity and security have been esta-
blished. But we do not proceed far into the interior, 
before we meet with the sarne scenes of violence and 
rapine as before. ln many cases, the slaves who were 
formerly brought to the mouth of the river, are now 
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transported over lancl to other parts of the coast ; the 
depredations of the powerful chiefs still contínup, and 
l1ave hitherto renclered abortive the attempts which 
have been made by the missionaries to establish na-
tive settlements on the main land, without the aid of 
British protection. 'fhese circumstances confirm 
me in the opinion which I have formecl, in common 
"vith those who are best acquainted with the subject, 
that our settlements, in order to be effective, must be 
fixed in the interior, where the Slave 'frade originates, 
anel where our experiments can be triecl at a less 
costly sacrifice of human life. 

I cannot conclude rny notice of this colony, without 
aclverting to the success which has attencled the la-
bours of the missionaries, from whom I have so 
largely quotecl. By the latest official returns of the 
establishments at St. Mary's anel Macarthy's Islancls, 
it appears, that there are '' 559 members in church 
fellowship, with congregations amounting to more 
than double that number." The Manclingo language, 
which is generally used in that part of W estern 
Africa, has been reducecl to grammatical form, anel 
translations of the gospels have been made. ln the 
schools, which are partly conductecl by native teachers, 
220 are instructecl in the elements of a plain edu-
cation ; anel the missionaries state that they Me 
encouraged to _persevere in their lahours, by the 
increasing clesil'e rnanifestecl by the people to obt1tin 
instruction. An interesting feature in this mission-

. ary enterprise is the experiment which is about to be 
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made of follo'wing up the preaching of tne gospel by 
jnstrnction in the arts anel pursuits of civilizecl life. 
The site of a native village lias . been selected in -
Macart.hy's island, and 600 acres of land have been 
allotted by the British government, on which some of 
the Christian nafores are a1ready receiving elernentary 
instruction in agriculture. 

Tim GoLD CoAsT. 

Our settlement on the Golcl Coast is another 
illustration of the aclvantage of stations in Africa. 
In this case, there are two unquestionable facts, 
-lst, That the Slave Trade clicl prevail in the 
clistrict of the Gold Coast. 2ndly, That it has 
been entirely suppressecl, anel tlrnt a considerahle 
and increasing trade has sprung up iir its place. 
To any one familiar with the earlier period of 
tLe Slave Trade controversy, it will not be neces-
sary to say, that it was perpetually referred to, as 
the district which furnished by far the greater part 
of the slaves taken to the British colonies. "V\T e not 
only estal;ilishecl forts there for the express purpose of 
encouraging that trade, but there seerns to have been 
no difficulty in obtaining from parliament munificcnt 
grants for their maintenance-30,000l. ·was the an-
nual smn thus applied. 

" These establishments," says the governor of th~ 
colony, " constituted the great ernporium whence 
lhe British West India colonies were supplied with 
slaves. Such bejng the case, anel considcring alrn 
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the vast number of slaves which were annually ex-
ported in orelér to rneet the demancls of so extensive a 
market:, we are fully warranted in affirming, that in 
no part of Africa was the Slave Trade more firmly 
rooted, or more systematically carried on, than in 
these settlements." 

\Vhat is now termeel legitimate commerce was, pre-
viously to the passing of the Abolition Act, b~~t little 
thought of, anel only attended to, so for as it was aux-
iliary to the granel object-the acquisition of slaves 
"Daily accustomed to witness scenes of the most colcl-
uloodecl cruelty, the inhabitants became utterly callous 
to human suffering ; each petty chieftain oppressed 
and plunclereel his weaker neighbours, to be in his tum 
plundered anel oppressecl uy one stronger anel more 
po1verful than himself. ln no portion of Africa, in 
short, was the elemoralising, the brutalising influence 
of the Slave Trade more fearfully displayed, than in 
those extensive tracts of country which now form, or 
are adjoining to, our settlemen ts on the Gol d Coast." 

But, happily, this state of things no longer 
exists: vVithin a few short years so complete a re-
volution has been effected, that, in the expressive 
words -of Governar l\1'Lean, '' froni Apollonia to 
Accra, not a l>·ingle ó.Zave lias been exported since 
tlie year 1830." 

It becomes, then, highly interesting to ascertain 
how, anel by what means, the Slave ~rrnde has been 
eradicated from a portion of Africa, comprehending n. 
space which Governor lVI'Leau_rates at 4000 S<Jlrnre 
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miles inland, anel a line of coast 180 miles in extent, 
-where it hael been planted, protected, fostered, anel 
munificently encouraged for centuries. 

This great object has uot been accomplished by our 
naval squadrons. Her lVIajesty's cruisers have cer-
tainly been in the babit of visiting the settlement, 
but only for the purpose of procuring supplies, anel of 
affording, if calleel upon, aid to the local authorities. 
No cruiser (says the Governor) has ever, at Ieast for 
many years, been stationeel off the Gold Coast for 
the purpose of intercepting slaves. 

This revolution has been effected by the very 
agency which 1 desire to see tried on other parts of 
the coast_, anel on a greater scale,-by the establishrnent 
of a station, which, while it multiplies the difficul-
ties anel dangers of the slave-trader, will afford pro-
tection to the native in the culti vation of the soiI, by 
giving security to the trader, and opening a market 
for the sale ·of the prodnctions he rears. Crops have 
been grown, anel articles produced, anel labour be-
stowed, because he who sowed knew that he should 
reap, anel he who laboured vvas no longer exposed to 
the probability of seeing his acquisitions rifled, anel 
himself hunted after, bythe marauders whom his pros-
perity hael attracteel. 

lt is not to be denied that there were great difficul-
ties in the outset. The trade in manhas its attractions 
-it combines the hazard of the chase, with the name 
anel the profits of merchandize. It affords a fielel for the 
exercise of skill-for the display of courage-for the 
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employment of stratagem-for the gratification of re-
venge. It calls forth all those martial passions, in 
which savages, anel others than savages, conceive that 
all glory resides. To some, no doubt, it yielded wealth : 
a successful sally-a fortunate adventure-a sudden 
and daring surprise-rendered a profit larger than 
a month's labour would produce. It was, more-
over, the inveterate custorn of the country. The 
inhabitants knew the art of kidnapping, anel knew 
no other art: there seemed to them no other way 
by which they could obtain those supplies of foreign 
rnanufacture anel produce, which long habit had ren·· 
dered necessaries of life. 

These diffi.culties stood in the way of the effectual 
abolition of the Slave Trade : they were only to be 
overcome by proving to the natives experimentally 
that it was their interest to suppress it; in other words, 
that they would gain by the sale of their productions 
a larger amount of those foreign luxuries which they 
craved, than by the sale of rnan. It was therefore 
necessary to create some other species of traffi.c, 
whereby the native could procure his wonted supplies. 
This end could not have been effected without the 
aid of resident merchants anel a local government : 
the one, to afford a perpetual anel ready supply of the 
articles which the African required, anel to urge him 
to provide the goods which would be taken in ex-
change; the other, to protect legitimate commerce, 
anel to redress, anel, if needful, to punish the exporta-
tion of sla ves. 
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'rhe experiment has been successful. The cliffi-
culties and perils which, after the Abolition law, 
attached to the Slave 'frade, callecl into existence 
various articles of commerce previously unknown. 
The soil, which formerly did not yield sufficient for 
the sustenance of the inhabitants, now exports a 
very large amount of com to Madeira ; and the 
nati ves, as_ -we are expressly told by the governor, 
are better supplied with European and other mer-
chanclize than formerly, when it was the chief mart 
for slaves. 

It does not diminish my satisfaction to know that 
this result was brought about by slow degrees. For 
many years after the Slave Trade was abolished by 
law, the conflict between lawful anel unlawful trade 
continued. It was not likely that the natives woulcl 
be weaned in a moment from the customs of their 
forefathers} or by anythi,ng short of a succession 
of experiments. But innocent commerce has at 
length fairly won the victory, anel the last case which 
occurred is thus describecl. I quote it, because the 
narrative proves that prior to 1830, our influence 
had checl~~cl the Slave ~rrade; anel because it inci-
dentally shows, in an ofücial form, the customary 
horrors of the traffic, which, as for as the Golcl Coast 
extends, we have been so happy as to repress. 

" ln the month of January, 1830, the king of 
Apollonia, an ally, though not a depenclent on the 
British government, despatchecl messengers to Cape 
Coast Castle, to intimate thnt a Spanish slaver had 
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anchored off Apollonia fort, the captain of which 
asserted, that he had obtained the president's leave to 
.purchase a cargo of slaves, and had already laneled 
goocls for that purpose; that he (the king of Apol-
lonia) wished to ascertain whether there was any 
truth in · the Spanish captain's assertion, as he 
should certainly furnish him with no slaves, with-
out the full consent and permission of the president. 
The president, in reply to this message, highly 
commeneled the conduct of the king of Apollonia, as 

' a reward for which he sent him a hanclsome present, 
at the sarne ti!ne strictly prohibiting him from ex-
por~ing, or permitting to be exportecl, a single slave; 
and explaining to him the British laws on that 
subject. 

"ln the mean time, the king had contriveel, by 
fair promíses, to get into his possession the whole of 
the Spanish cargo of goocls ; anel when his messen-
gers returned from Cape Coast Castle, he flatly i:e-
fused to eleliver a single slave, or return the cargo. 
The Spanish captain manageel, however, to get on 
board his vessel severa! of the king's family, and in-
timated to him, that, unless the slaves co:ntracted for 
were furnished immediately, he would _certai~ly carry 
them (the king's hostages) off the coast; whereupon 
the king, mustering his more immediate attendants 
anel aclherents, sallied out into the town, in the night 
time, and seizing all without elistinction whom he 
coulel find, sent them, to tl,1e number of 360, on boarcl-

2 D 
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in irons, at daybreak, receiving in return the per-
sons detained as hostages. 

"Here were 360 free people, living in their own-
houses, in perfect peace and apparent security, seized 
without the shadow of pretex.t, by a rapacious and 
remorseless tyrant, whom they had been taught to 
look up to as their father anel protector. One of 
them, a lVIulatto girl, about sixteen or seventeen years 
of age, was afterwards redeem~d, and she described 
the consternation and horror of the poor people, 
when they found themselves ironed in the slaver's 
hold." 

ln a letter which I received fro111 Governor 
lVI'Lean, dated 28th September, 1838, he again ad-
verts to the formerly disordered state of the colony, 
which he thus contrasts with its present condition :-
" ln 1830, all communication with Ashantee, and 
through it with the interior, had been entirely stopped 
for 10 years previously; and the only trade done 
was for what gold and ivory could be procured in the 
districts adjoíning the coast. The whole country 
was one scene of oppression, cruelty, and disorder; 
so much so, that a trader dared not go twenty miles 
into the ' bush.' At present our communication with 
the interior is as free and safe as between England 
and Scotland; single messengers can, and do, travel 
from one end of the country to the other with perfect 
safety; and no man can oppress another with im-
punity." Such is the important change which a local 
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government, with but limited resources at its com-
mand, has been enabled to e:ffect throughout this ex-
tensive territory, in the short period of eight years, 
and principally . by means of a stri~t and impartial 
administi•ation of justice. The natives, long used to 
the most cru_el tyranny, warmly appreciate their pre-
sent mild anel equal system of government, anel rely, 
with perfect confidence, upon the integrity of their 
rulers. The consequence is, the trade of the Gold 
Coast already repays more than twenty-folcl the sum 
grantecl by Parliament for the support of the local 
establishment. * Its exports to Great Britain amount 
to 160,000l. per annum, forming one-fifth of the 
whole commerce of Africa ; although the country is 
by no means so fertile as many other parts of that 
continent, anel has not the aclvantage of navigable 
nvers. 

lt is also gratifying to find that, through the labours 
of the W esleyan missionaries, Christianity is making 
consiclerable progress in this part of Africa. The 
Rev. T. B~ Freeman, in a letter to the parent So-
ciety, clated lOth October, 1838, after clescribing in 
animatecl terms, the prosperous state of the mission, 
and the field which is now open for Christian enter-
prise, communicates the following interesting intel-
ligence :-" I have receivecl infOl'mation, viâ Fer-
nando Po, that several liberated Africans in the 
Island of Jamaica, who are members of our Societyin 
the Kingston circuit, and who are natives of Cape 

* United Service J oumal, March, 1838. 
2 D 2 
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Coast, Annamaboe, and Accra, and other places 
along the western coast of Africa which are under 
the British flag, are very anxious to return to their 
native land. But they are afraid of being again torn 
away frorn their homes, and exposed to all the horrors 
of slavery ; and, secondly, of being deprived of those 
Christian privileges which they now enjoy. Please 
to inform them that their fears are groundless ; that 
their persons and property will here be perfectly 
safe, and that several hundreds of their countrymen 
have embraced the truths of Christianity. They can 
also have employment as soon as they arrive here." 

A striking contrast to the state of the Gold Coast 
is presented by the town of Wydah, situated on the 
Bight of Benin. This place is the residence of the 
notorious De Sousa; the slave-broker of the king of 
Dahomey, and it enjoys very little, if any, legitimate 
trade. The captain of a merchant-ship states, that he 
has seen there 28 slave vessels under Spanish andBra-
zilian colours. "These vessels," he observes, '' would 
carry, on an average, 350 or 400 slaves each. On 
returning, ten months after, I have seen several of 
these vessels in the sarne roadstead, having in the 
interim completed a slavery voyage to Brazil and 
back." 

To these portions of Africa, in particular, Great 
Brl.tain owes a heavy debt of justice, for the many 
years of misery which she inflicted upon them by 
making them the seats of the Slave Trade; a debt, 
which she can only hope to repay, by carrying out the 
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salutary measures which have proved so successful 
in the case of !he Gold Coast. But as the injury 
was not limited to these localities only, so her redress 
should not terminate there: in order that her com-
pensation may be ample, and her remedy efficient, 
they must be applied nearer the sources of the evil. 

Our efforts, as far as they have gone, have been suc-
cessful, and although our principal object has not been 
attained by them, we have proved what may be effected, 
by granting our protection, by encouraging commerce 
and agriculture, and by diffusing the blessings of 
Christianity. By adopting a similar policy in positions 
more favourable,and in connexion with the other mea-
sures which I propose, I am led to believe we shall 
effectually check the Slave Trade, and produce a revo-
lution in Africa, still more signal than that which has 
been already experienced in our present settlements. 

It appears, then, that these three cases, Sierra 
Leone, Gambia, and the Gold Coast, as far as they go, 
illustrate and strengthen my views. When the errors 
which have been committed in their management 
shall be rectified,-when education and Christian 
instruction shall prevail, and when an effective im-
pulse shall have been given to commerce and agri-
culture, we, seeing what has already bee·n done, may 
reàsonably hope that a salutary change will be 
effected in this unhappy continent. 

A further confirmation of this hope is derived from 
the recorded observations of gentlemen, worthy of all 
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confidence, who have collected their opinions on the -
spot. 

Governor Macarthy, in adclressing the merchants 
of St. lVIary's on the Gambia in a visit he paid thetn 
in 1818, used the following words :-" 1 consider 
the extension of an honourable trade in 1\.frica as 
benefiting a conisiderable portion of the human race. 
1 anticipate with delight the periocl when, in lieu of 
the horrid traffic in human life, British trade and 
industry will spreacl, anel the Christian religion 
prevailing over Africa, the inhabitants of this vast 
co11tine11t will, by their emancipation from moral anel 
physical slavery, rank among civilized nations.'' ':« 

General Turner, governor of Sierra Leone, ap-
pears to have been a man of vigorous and enlarged 
mind : had he lived, he would. probably have done 
much for the suppression of the Slave Trade. His 
reports are the more interesting to me, because I 
find that his views, as to the mode of accomplishing 
that object, closely correspond with those which 1 
have adopted. He appears to think that the aboli-
tion is to be effected by means of treaties with the 
native powers; by engaging then1 to lend their assist-
ance; by thus rooting out the Slave-trader from his 
usual field of exertion; and by the elnployment of 
steamers on the coast: a:bove all, by the influence of 
legitimate commerce. 

* Nineteent,h Report of Church Missionary Society. 
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Exfracts jrom Despatclws jrom MaJ01·-Genm·al 
TUJ·ne1·, late Govern01· oj Sierra Leone. 

Datecl 20th July, 1825. 
" The great increase of the Slave rrrade in this 

neighbourhood, together with the inadequacy of the 
ships of war on the station, have caused me to turn 
my attention setiously to the evil, as well as to the 
remedy for it; and whilst I admit the evil to exist 
to a shameful extent, I am happy to say, that I will 
undertake, at little or no expense,_ without the aid of 
the navy, withont compromising the government, 
anel without risk of failure, to complete in six months 
such arrangements as will prevent any vessel, of any 
nation, carrying away â cargo of slaves frotn W estern 
Africa; and I pledge myself thq.t the completion of 
these rneasures will JH'oduce to Africa more peace and 
good order, moi•e indnstry, prosperity, and morality, 
-and to England, a larger and better field for the 
exerdse of her benevolence. 

* * 
" England should preve11t the collection oj tliesé 

unliappy victims, át1d bestow her care upon nations 
with knowledge to appreciate, anel character to retain 
the ad vantage of an intercourse with her : that there 
âre such nations within our reach, and that they ate 
anxious to open a commtmication with us, is "\vithin 
my knowledge; and that I will accomplish all these 
objects without much ex pense, if approvecl of, I pledge 
myself. If there should be any doubt, I should beg 
that those who know me best may be referred to, whe-
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ther I am likely to engage in wild, visionary schemes. 
hould such measures be approved of, all I want 

from En<:rland are two mall steam-boats. 
" These two boats, in addition to the one already 

ordered for the general work of this extended com-
mand, wiU be enough to occupy and maintain our 
sov reignty over the various rivers frorn Senegal to 
the Gold Coast-a sovereignty which I will procure 
from the na.tive , if approved of, ata srnall expense; and 
I will establish and maintain the British flag on them, 
which will cause them to be con"idered British waters 

J 

andgi' e us the power to exclude allnationsfrom them." 
Dated l Slh October, 1825. 

" On approaching the Sherbro, J caused the king 
a11d hiefs of the maritime clistricts engaged in the 
war, to be assembled; andas they had already applied 
to me for protection against their enemies, I informed 
them that tbe only condition upon which I ·wotild 
grant them effectua.l security would be the giving up 
for ernr the Slave Trade, making over to me- for the 
King of England the sovereignty of their territories, 
a knowledgil1g the laws of England, laying down 
their arn1 in the present wa.r, and agreeing never to 
undertake any other without the consent of the go-
vernruent of Sierra Leone for the time being. They 
immediately agreed to these terms, and a treàty w·as 
acc.ordjngly signed and rntifierl, in presence of all the 
peo_ple. 

" :By this: heaty, upwards of l 00 miles of sea-coast 
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are added to this colony ; a circumstance which, in this 
particular case, will tend greatly to increase its trade 
and general prosperity. 

* 
·" As regards the- Slave Trade the dístrict now 

ceded has, for many years back, been the theatre of 
its most active operations in this or perhaps any 
other part of the coast ; and the best ínformation that 
I can collect warrants my stating the number an-· 
nually exported at not less than 15,000, all of whom · 
will in foture Le employed in cultivating the soil, 
preparing and collecting articles of export, and im-
proving their own condition. 

* * 
'' The other parties engaged in the war, and who 

are an inland people, I sent a messenger to, to desire 
th1;1.t they would no longer carry on the war, as I had 
taken the country under my protection; they ex-
pressed their willingness for peace, and some of the 
principal men among them carne down anel begged to 
be talcen unde1· ou1· p1·otection, which was done; I 
could not remain long enough in the Sherbro to re-
ceive the more clistant ones; but I make no doubt I 
shall be able to bring about a general peaçe through-
out these countries, and cause the kings and chiefs to 
turn their attention to more humane and profitable 
pursuits. 

* * * 
"The affairs of this colony (Sierra Leone) are 

taking a much wider range, anel the valuJ:tble pro-
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ducts of the interior are finding their way here in 
much larger proportion than formerly, and the influx 
of strangers from very distant nations is very great. 
The name and character of the colony are spreading 
rapidly, as is proved by the 1·epeated 1tiessengers sent 
to me froni the n6lers of distant nations, and the 
eagerness with which they seelc ow· f1·iendship and 
alliance. Our influence and authority with the 
smaller states immediately at'ound are getting greater, 
and the beneficial results very visible. * * * * 
" The most powerful of them, the lcing of the Man-
dingoes, has placed himself under our oi-ders." 

Dated Ist November, 1825. 
" I have just received from chiefa to the northward 

of this colony, an offer to give us the sovereignty of 
their country, and to abolish for ever the Slave Trade, 
receiving, in return, our protection and the benefits_of 
a free trade with us." 

Dated 20th December, 1825. 
Reports the success of his expedition up the rivers 

Rokell aud Port Logo, which, by their junction, 
form the river anel harbom· of Sierra Leone. The 
Rokell is the direct route to the countries round the 
sow·ce of the Níger. 

* * * 
Having overcome the difficulties which had called 

for his active interference, General Turner entered 
into a Convention with the people, the substapce of 
which I give in his own words :-

" 'l'he Convention, in the first place, puts an effec-

/ 
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tive stop to all slave-traeling, to interna! wars, a 
scourge more baneful to Africa than the Slave Traele 
itself, and gives security anel stability to persons and 
property: it causes the chiefs anel others to become 
industrious, in order to procure, either by cultiv~tion 
or trade, those articles of luxury which they for-
merly acquirecl by the sale of slavei;; or pluncler in 
war; it will lea:cl to civilization, morality, and a 
desire of education anel usefol knowleelge, by show-
ing the aelvantage which eelucateel men will have in 
trade over uneelucatecl ones; anel the beco111ing pro-
vinces of this governtnent will create a strong elesire 
to learn our language anel religion. 

"To us it will have the effect of greatly extend-
ing the sphe_re of our mercantile transactions, by 
enabling agents anel travellers to pass through the 
country in security, of extending a.ncl improving om· 
geographical lmowledge, of obtaining correct infor-
mation of the po\>ver, wealth, anel resources of each 
nation, anel thereby forming, in the course of time, 
a large outlet for our manufactureel goods, anel of 
receiving, in return, valuable raw materials, anel of 
spreaeling throughout distant nations impressions of 
our wealth, influence, anel greatness. These facts 
are already beginning to be felt, anel the surrounding 
countries generally, (with the exception of a few 
factious chiefs who live by plunelering travellers,) 
aware of the aelvantage of being connected with 
Sierra Leone, are petitioning this Government to 
ititerfere to put ah enel to their wars, and to take 
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thern under its protection. Your Lordship will 
observe, that the public m·e pitt to no expense for 
the accomplishment of these objects ; that there is 
no increase of our military establishments required. 

* * "'' * 
"1 would submit that a small yearly salary should 

be given to each native chief placed in charge of these 
provinces or districts, from .50l. to lOOl. per year." 

1 have given these extracts at considerable length, 
because they are highly valuahle, as showing, on the 
testimony of a person who had great experience, that 
the true way to suppress the Slave rrrade, and to , 
extricate Africa from its present abyss of misery, is 
to be found in friendly iutercourse with the natives; 
in the encomagement of their legitimate trade ; in 
the cultivation of the soil, and in alliances with them 
for the suppression of the Slave traffic. Acting upon 
this system, he says, " 1 have little doubt but 1 shall 
have the honour, ere 1011g, to announce to your Lord-
ship the total abolition of the Slave ' frade for 1000 
miles around me, and a tenfold increase to the trade 
of this colony." 

1 may be permitted to relate the melancholy, but 
to me highly interesting termination of the career 
of this officer. ln the early part of the spring of 
1826, he proceeded to the Sherbro country, for the 
ptfrpose of consolidating those arrangements for the 
abolition of the Slave Trade which he had entered 
into with the king and the native chiefs. On bis 
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arrival at the Sherbro, he discoverecl, that the great 
slave-traclers, '\>Yho hacl retired from tha:t district on 
the signing of the convention, prohibiting the export-
ation of slaves, had joined with those of the Gallinas, 
and had come to the resolution of es~ablishing the 
Slave Trade by force, even in the districts where it 
had been voluntarily given up by the native chiefs, 
and were then assembled in force up the Boom river, 
seizing our people, anel putting at defiance our power 
and our rights. 

U pon this band of miscreants he made a success-
ful attack, and he concludes his despatch on the 2nd 
of l\farch, 1826, by saying: "After çarrying away 
the guns anel stores, and destroying by fire the town 
and neighbourhood, we embarked, anel got safely to 
the shipping in the Sherbro on the 23rd, after de-
stroying the two principal strongholds, with eight 
smaller towns, where these vvretêhes kept their 
victims in chains, until the ships were ready to receive 
them; anel I sincerely trust that this lesson will teach 
the deluded of this country not to put further faith 
in the vain boastings of these wicked people, who, 
by administering to the worst passions of the igno-
rant and unfortunate inhabitants, not only depopu-
late and turn into desm·ts the most fm·tile plains 
which I have evm· seen, but so blunt their feelings, 
and brutalize their natures, th~t, for a few bottles of 
rum anel heads of tobacco, the parent is found, with-
out remorse, casting away his offspring; each village 
is engaged against the other, for the purpose of 



' 

408 THE REMEDY. 

making prisoners; and men, like beasts of prey, are 
ever on the watch to seize their neighbours and their 
fellow-men." 

I received an account of this expedition frorn a 
gentleman who joined it as a volunteer. He spoke 
of the conduct of General Turner with admiration. 
Not content with heading the attack, anel commancl" 
ing the boats iir the clescent, he took with his own 
hands the soundings of every part of the river, and 
underwent more physical toil than the lowest of the 
crew. He paid the greatest attention to the health 
of all his party, and administered medicine to them 
upon the slightest symptom of incipient fever. The 
only point of which he was regardless was his own 
health; and to this imprudence he fell a victim. One 
of his offi.cers ventured to remonstrate with him on the 
subject, anel told him tbat he saw he was indisposed. 
The General replied, that nothing could touch his iron 
constitution; that he never had taken a dose of physic, 
anel never would. On his anival at Sierra Leone; he 
wrote with his Oivn hands the despatch clated March 
2nd, from which I have already rnade quotations. On 
the 3rd of March he begins a short letter to Lord 
Bathurst thus :-" I lament exceeclingly that an at-
tack of fever got up the Boom river should prevent 
my having the honour of submitting to your Lord-
ship observations upon the bearings which the cir-
cumstances detailed in my despatch of the 2nd inst. 
bave upon the state of this unhappy country, anel the 
prospects which they hold out, for a great revolution 
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in the affairs ?f the inhabitants." After adverting, iu 
three lines to the expedition, he says :-" Although 
the bar of the Gallinas river is an extremely diffi.-
cult and hazardous undertaking, I think that, by 
blockading them, and making a strong party there, 
I shall completely break up the Slave Trade, and stop 
for ever, from those shores, the export of near 
30,000 slaves annually, substituting agriculture, se-
curity of person and property, industry, civilization, 
anel knowleclge of the Christian religion. At 
all events, if my health is restored, I will do my 
best." 

According to my informant, he found the General 
at his desk, quite insensible, with his pen still in his 
hand, anel this letter before him. It is well worth 
n~tice that, in his last words, he shoulcl have dwelt 
upon the extinction of the Slave Trade, by the substi-
tution of agriculture, security of person and property, 
industry, civilization, and knowledge of the Christian 
religion. 

The effect of General Turner's measures are thus 
describecl by his successor, in a despatch, datecl 2nd 
of July, 1826 :-

" The measures adopted by General Turner have 
secured peace, safety, and tranquillity to a large 

-extent of country, have destroyed an annual export 
of at least 15,000 slaves, and have prevented all the 
wretchedness, misery, and bloodshed which would 
otherwise have attended the making of these slaves. 

* * * 
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" More real service has been performe<l by him 
towards the abolition of the Slave Trade, anel that, 
too, permaqently, slzould his measm·es be jollowed 
up, than by all the other means employed by His 
l\fajesty's Government for that purpose." 

I cannot express how deepJy I deplore that twelve 
yéars should have elapsed, in which little or nothing 
has been clone by the Government in furtherance of 
views so sound, so enlightened, anel so promising. 

Colonel Nicholls, who was Governor of Fernando 
Po, eluring our occupation of that islanel, and who 
has had, perhaps, as much knowledge, eleriveel from 
experience, as any man, of the nature of the Slave 
Traele, and of the most effectual modes of pre-
venting it, in a memorial to Govemment in 1830, 
thus describes his general view :-

" There is one means, and I am persuaeled but 
one effectual means, of destroying the Slave Trade, 
which is, by introducing a liberal anel well-regulated 
system of commerce on the coast of Africa. At 
present, the African is led to depend principally 
on the slave-dealers for his supplies of manufactured 
articles, of which he is so fond, and stands so much 
in need. The individuals engaged in this traffic are 
persons of the most infamous and unprincipleel ele-
scription: they come in their ships to the mouths of 
the different unexplored rivers, where tbey land a 
quantity of trade goods of the worst kind, and leav-
ing their supercargoes to exchange them with the 
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chiefs for slaves, return to the sea whilst their cargoes 
are collecting, wl1ere, as pirates, they roh our mer-
.chant-ships, murder their crews, anel, when glutteel 
with pluncler, return to the coast to ship their victims, 
for whom they pay about 7l. or 8l. a-piece, an<l sell 
them for 70l., 80l., or lOOl. each. ln conducting the 
harter for these poor creatures with the chiefs, the 
slavers are frequently guilty of every sort of violerrce 
anel injustice. Of this the chiefs are well aware, 
anel submit to it only because they have no reelress. 
Were it put in their power to procure better manu-
factured gooels from merchants who woulel have some 
regarel to justice anel fair dealing in their transactions 
with theri;1, they woulel eagerly give them the prefer-
ence, particularly íf they were protected from the 
resentment of the slave-dealers. 

" l will give, as nearly as l can recollect, the sub-
stance of a conversation which passeel between one of 
the native chiefs and myself on this subject. l began 
by asking him how he coulel act so unwisely as to 
sell his countrymen for 7l. or 81., w hen he might 
render them so much more profitable to him, by 
making them labour? The chief musecl awhile, anel 
then said, ' If you will show rne how this is to be 
done, l ·will take your advice.' l asked him how 
much palm-oil a man could collect during the season ~ 
' From one to two tuns,' was his answer. l then 
inquirecl, how a man coulel be employed when it was 
not the palm-oil season? ' ln cutting down anel 
squaring wooel, gathering elephants' ~eeth, tending 

2 E 
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cattle, and cultivating rice, corn, anel yams,' was the 
reply. I then said to him, ' Suppose a man collects 
a tun and a half of palm-oil in a season; that, accord-
ing to its present value, will amount to l ll. or 121.; 
and suppose he picks up one elephant's tooth, the 
value of which is about 2s. per lb., the weight fre-
quently fifty pounds ; but reckon it at one-half that 
weight, that will be 21. lOs. more. The value of 
these two articles alone will be nearly double w hat 
his price brings you, if you sell him; anel this he would 
bring you every year, allowing him all the other kinels 
of his labour for his own maintenance. U pon this 
simple calculation, the truth of which cannot be de-
nied, what a loser-you are by selling him. Besides, 
you get gooels inferior, both in quality anel quantity, 
to those you could procure by exchanging the produce 
of this 1rnLn's labour with British merchai1ts.' The 
chief acknowledged I was right; but said that, when 
I was gone, the slavers would come, anel if he elid not 
get slaves for them, they would burn his town, anel 
perhaps take away himself and his family, in place of 
the slaves they expected him to collect for them; but 
that if this coulel be prevented, he would sell no more 
slaves. I then told him, if he promised this, I would 
come to his assistance, in case the slavers committed 
any violence against him, anel put the miscreants in 
his power : that I should aelvise him to assemble his 
head-men, and try anel punish the delinquents by his 
own law, and I thought they would not trouble him 
agam. I assured him, that he an·d his countrymen 
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were considered by us as much better men than these 
slavers, and that we woulcl protect them if they would 
trade fairly with us in other produce than slaves. 

" This chief drove off the first slaver that carne, as 
I directed him : he is now carrying on a thriving 
trade, anel his people are more civil anel kind to ns 
than any I have yet seen. I feel convinced that I 
coulel influence all the chiefs along the coast in the · 
sarne rnanner ; hut, to be able to effect this, it would 
be necessary to have the means of moving from one 
place to another, with a degree of celerity that a 
steam-vessel alone coulcl give us. This would be re-
quisite, both to enable us to keep our promise of pro-
tecting the chiefs from the slavers, anel also for the 
purpose of going up the rivers, which are at present 
unknown to us, with the least possible risk of health, 
or loss of time. 

"Steam:-boats wonld also be of incalculable use to 
commerce, by towing ships over bars anel agitated 
currents, whilst, as a means of catching the slave-
ships, anel protecting the coast from the depreelations 
of their crews, three steamers would effect more than 
the expensive squadron now maintaineel there. These 
three vessels should carry folll' heavy guns each, be 
of as light a draught of water as possible, anel be 
manneel with fifty white '* anel fifty black men each: 
they woulcl not cost one-half as much as one large 
frigate, one corvette, anel two gun-brigs, whilst they 

* Colonel Nicholls now thinks that a much smaller number 
of white sailors wourd be sufficient. 
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would be an infinitely more efücient means of attain-
ing the end proposed by the use of them. I p1edge 
myself to put an end to the whole of our expense, 
and totally to suppress the Slave Tracle in two years. 
But if thi plan be not acloptecl, we rnay go on paying 
over anel over again for the liberated Africans to the 
encl of time, without performing anything beneficial 
in their behalf." 

]\'Ir. Renclall, who was Governor of the Gambia, 
(where he died,) it appears, contemplated, some 
years ago, a plan for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade ; and hacl made some progress in a letter 
intended to be addresse<l to the Duke of vV ellington. 
I extract a few passages from it, which will serve to 
show, that experience conducted him to the sarne 
conclusion as that which has been arrivecl at by the 
authorities I have already citecl. ln the introduction; 
he says-" Of all the measures calculated to insure 
the prosperity of Africa, none promises so well as 
the encouragement of its legitimate commerce anel 
agriculture." He recommends the immediate clear-
ance anel cultivation of a district, '' which woulcl at 
once embrace tvvo of the most important objects; 
viz., the ímprovement in salubrity, anel the pro-
duction of such articles of export as woulcl render the 
colony valuable to the mother counti'y." "Give/' he 
says, "an impulse to industry by establishing model 
plantations ; let moral anel religious education go 
hand in hand; anel thus most firml y do I believe that 
the great anel benevolent objects of the real friends of 
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Africa will be rnost securely attained. "-'' Govern-
ment," he adds, " must begin, by showing to the 
natives the practicability and profit of cultivation." 
But he is convinceel that the outlay thus requireel 
woulel be speedily anel abunclantly repaiel. He 
speaks of cotton, coffee, índigo, and ginger as being 

_the produce that woulcl thrive the best. 
I now insert some extracts, bearing on the sarne 

points, which I finel in Mr. M'Queen's " View of 
Northern Central Africa :"-

" There is no efficient way to arrest the progress of 
this deep-rooteel evil, but to teach the negroes useful 
knowledge, anel the arts of civilized life. Left to 
themselves, the negroes will never effectually accom-
plish this. It rnust be clone by a mighty power, who 
will take them under its protection,-a power suffi-
ciently hold, enlightenecl, anel just, to burst asunder 
the chains of that grovelling superstition which en-
tlJ_rals anel debases their minds, anel that, with the 
voice of authority, can unite the present jarring ele-
ments which exist in Africa, anel direct them to 
honourable anel useful pursuits. Till the native 
princes are taught that they rnay be rich without 
selling rnen,-and till Africa is sliown that it is ü1 
the labour anel industry of her population, and in the 
cultivation of hu soil, that true wealth consists,-
ancl till that population see á power, which can pro-
tect thern from such degrading bonclage, · there can 
be no ~ecurity for liberty or property in África; 
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aucl, consequently, no wish or hope for improvement 
amongst her population. 

* * * 
'' It is in Africa that this evil must be rooted out,-

by African hands anel African exertions chiefiy that 
it can Le destroyecl. It is a vvaste of time anel a 
waste of means, an aggravation of the clisorcler, to 
keep lopping off the smaller hranches of a malignant, 
a vigorous, anel reprocluctive p1ant, while the root anel 
stem remain uninjured, carefully suppliecl with nou-
rishment, anel l>eyoncl our reach. Half the surns we 
have expendeel in this manner would have rooted 
up slavery for ever. Only teach tl1em, anel show them 
that we will give them more for their proeluce than 
for the hand that rears-it, anel the work is clone. All 
other methods anel means wi11 prove ineffectual. 

* * 
'. ' rrhe change contem plateel in Africa cotld not be 

wrought in à day. But were we once firmly esta-
blished, in a-commanding attitucle on tlie Níger, anel 
an end put to the tw9 great scourges of Africa, Super-
stition anel an external Slave Tracle, the progress of 
improvement would be rapid, anel the aclvantages 
great. 

* . * * 
" Nothing can be elone,-nothing ever will he 

clone, to alter the1r present inclolent anel inactive 
mode oflife, tilljustice anel general security are spreacl 
throughout these extensive regions . It woulcl be 
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vain to expect industry or exertion on their parts, in 
order to procure the comforts and the luxuries oflife, 
when no one can call anything he may possess his 
own, or where the superior wealth which he does 
possess serves only to mark him out as the prey of 
the unfeeling robber or sovereign elespot." 

The opinions also of travellers, who have visited 
different parts of Africa at different times, are very 
similar, both as to the capabilities of Africa, anel as to 
the opposite effects produced by the antagonist sys-
tems of the Slave Tracle anel legitimate commerce; 
anel they concur in eleclaring that the encourage-
ment of the one ever tends to the destruction of the 
other. 'fhis truth was admitted even by Golberry, 
who was so far from being carried away by the phan-
toms of philanthropy,-that he owns he felt some 
diffi.culty in checking the expression of his " j ust 
indignation" against the " cruel theories" of those 
pretended philosophers, ·who imposed on the vulgar 
by elecrying the Slave Trade. 

"I have also observed," says Golberry, " that this 
surface of Africa ( all the country between Cape 
Blanco anel Cape Palmas), is at least 374,400 square 
leagues, which is more than a fifth of the total 
superficies of this large continent ; anel that , if we 
should one day be enablecl to traverse freely and habi-
tually this extensive space, not only Europe would 
cliscover new sources of wealth, anel new o~jects for 
industry, but that, by a natural anel inevitable conse-
qnence, the whole of Africa would soon be enlight-
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ened, anel everything which yet remains ambiguous 
in the centre of this continent woulel be laicl open to 
investigation. 

"There is reason to presume that more active 
relations, together with agricultural and rnercantile 
establishments, and wholesome institutions, whose 
object shoulcl be the instruction anel civilization of 
the negroes, woulel, in the course of fifteen years, 
augment these proelucts from thirty to more than 
sixty rnillions ;* and if, during this period, England 
anel France act in unison-if the Governrnents of 
the two first nations in the worlcl were to proceed, 
with emulation, in pursuit of the sarne o~ject, then, 
far from the Slave Trade being augmented, it wou1el 
soon diminish to one half, anel it wou1cl quickly be 
abolisheel by a natural consequence ; the inexhausti-
ble fertility of a soil which the natives wou1d learn 
to cultivate, anel which has hitherto remained, in a 
rnanner of speaking, abandoned to nature, woulcl 
aelminister to the wants anel enjoyments of Europe; 
the African woulel becorne civilized ; anel the arelent 
wishes of a rational philosophy would speedily be 
accom plished." 

Robertson speaks to the sarne effect :-" If Africa 
is to he rnade subservient to the views of Europe, 
let her have an interest in her own labour, anel 
tbat interest wil1 be the strongest anel best secu-
rity for ber friendship. Show her the advantages 

,. Francs. 
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of industry, anel will she deviate so for from the 
usual motives which actti'ate mankind, as not to cul-
tivate such a connexion, in orcler to improve her 
own condition ? There is but one system for us, 
which can secure her friendship, anel her social in-
tercourse, anel that is, an equitable use of our and 
her rights. '' 

Park's testimony is similar:-" It cannot, how-
ever, admit of a doubt that all the rich anel valu-
able productions, hoth of the East anel W est 
Inelies , might easily be naturalizeel, anel brought 
to the utmost perfection, in the tropical parts of 
this immense continent. Nothing is wanting to 
this end but example, to enlighten the rninds of 
the natives; anel instruction, to enable them to eli-
rect their inelustry to proper objects. It was not 
possible for me to beholel the wonelerful fertility of 
the soil, the vast herds of cattle, proper both for 
labour anel food, anel a variety of other circum-
stances favourable to colonization anel agriculture, 
anel reflect, withal, on the means which presented 
themselves of a vast inland navigation, without la-
menting that a country, so abundantly gifteel anel 
favoureel by nature, shoulcl remain in its present 
savage anel neglecteel state. 1\1 uch more eliel I lament 
that a people, of manners anel disposition so gentle 
anel benevolent, shoulel either be left, as they now are, 
immersed in the gross anel uncomfortable lJlindness 
of pagan snperstition, or permitted to become con-
verts to a system of bigotry and fanaticism which, 
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without enlightening the mind, often debases the 
heart." 

Mr. Laird, discussing the best mode of establishing 
trade, and of civílizing Africa, proposes establishing 
a chain of British posts up the Níger, and across to 
the Gambia: he proposes six or seven stations, and 
says: -" There are two ways li1 which this might 
be done with comparative economy: the one, by 
merely establishíng a tracling post; the other, by 
acquiring a small territory anel importing W est Indian 
and American free negroes, ·who would bríng with 
them the knowledge they have acquired in the cul-
tívation of sugar and other tropical produce, and 
would form, in fact, agricultura! schools for the 
benefit of the surrounding population." 

" By the Níger, the whole of W estern Africa 
would be embraceel; by the Sharry ·(which I have 
no doubt will be founcl navigable to the merielian of 
25º east longitude) a communication woulel be openecl 
with all the nations inha~iting the unknown countries 
between the Niger anel the Nile. British infl.uence 
anel enterprise woulcl thereby penetrate into the re-
motest recesses of the country; one hunelreel rníllion~ 
of people would be brought into direct contact with 
the civilizecl world ; new anel bounclless markets 
would be opened to our manufactures; a continent 
teerning with inexhaustible fertí 1 ity would yield her 
riches to our traders ; not merely a nation, but hun-
dreds of na,tions, wou1d be awakenecl from the 
lethargy of centuries, anel become useful and active 
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members of the great commonwealth of rnankind; 
and every British station would become a centre from 
whence religion anel commerce would racliate their 
influence over the surrouneling country. Who can 
calculate the effect that would be produced, if such 
a plan were followeel out, anel Africa, freed from her 
chains, moral and physical, allowed to elevelope lier 
energies in peace anel security? No parallel can be 
drawn, no comparison can be instituted, between 
Africa enslavecl, anel Africa free anel unfetterecl." 

Lancler confirms these views :-" It is more than 
probable, as we have now ascertainecl, that a water 
communication rnay be carriecl on with so extensive 
a part of the interior of Africa, that a consider-
able tracle will be openecl with the country through 
which we have passecl. The natives only require 
to know what is wanteel from them, anel to_ be shown 
what they will have in return, anel much produce 
that is now lost, from neglect, will Le turnecl to a 
considerable account. rrhe -countries situatecl on 
the banks of the Niger "vill qecome frequented 
from ali the acljacent parts, anel this rnagnificent 
stream will assume an appearance it has never yet 
displayeel." 

Major Gray, summing up the means for bringing 
the Africans to a state of civilization, anel relieving 
the people from the tyranny of their chiefs, says,-
" It has occurred to me there are no means more 
available, and, I may add, more speeclily practicable, 
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than the enlargement of our intercourse ~vith the 
people, and the encouragement anel protection of the 
internal cornmerce of Africa. By this, we can im-
prove them in the way of example ; by the other, we 
can benefit them anel oursel ves in the way of inter-
change of commoclity : our habits anel our manners 
will gain upon ·them in time, anel our skill tenel to 
stimulate anel encourage theirs." 

" By increasing their commerce, we also obtain 
another happy consummation, we give them employ-
ment, anel we consequently, to a certain extent, secure 
thern frorn the incessant meddling of their maraboos. 
';y e could congregate thern in greater numbers to-
gether, anel therefore the more readily instruct them; 
anel I may venture to acld, that if a fair trial of zeal 
were useel in such a delightful employment, within 
a very few years they would prove themselves not 
unfitteel for the enjoyment of liberal institutions." 

"That there are powers of mind in the African, 
it were quite idle to dispute; that the productions of 
the country are capable of being beneficially em-
ployed-must) I think, be equally .incontestable to any 
one who has carefully perused the preceeling pages; 
anel, to act with honesty, we should not allow both, or 
either, to lie for ever dormant." 

"The European governrnents," says Burckharelt, 
"who have settlements on the coasts of Africa, may 
contribute to it by con11nerceJ anel by the introduction 
among the negroes o'f arts anel industry." 
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Capt. W. Allen, R.N.,* in a letter addresseâ. to me 
August, 1839, observes:-" I have read your 'Remedy' 
with great interest anel attention, the more so, as I fincl 
embodieel in it all the ieleas I hael formeel on the sarne 
subject, deeluceel from observations written on the 
spot." 

There is no species of argument which carries with 
it a greater force of conviction to my rnind, than the 
concurrence of a variety of persons, who, being com-
petent to juelge, 'anel having opportunities of forming 
a sound judgment, examine a given object with very 
clifferent purposes, from very different points of view, 
yet arrive, without concert, or previous communica-
tion, at the sarne conclusion. ln the case before us, 
we collect the unpublisheel despatches, letters, anel 
journals of the several Governors of Sierra Leone, 
Fernando Po, the Gambia, and the Gold Coast. These 
documents were vvritten at di:fferent times, with no 
view to publication, anel there was no connection 
between the offi.cers who wrote them. Differing on 
rnany points, they harmonise exactly on those which 
affect my case. Each speaks of the exuberant fer-
tility of the soil; each laments the desolation which, 
in spite of nature, prevails; anel each looks to the 
cultivation of those f ertile lands, anel to the growth 
of legitimate commerce, as the remedy to the distrac-
tions of Africa, anel the horrors of the Slave Trade. 
For example, it appears that General Turner at 

*" Captain W. Allen was employecl by the Admiralty to ascencl 
the Niger in Laircl anel Oldfielcl's expeclition. 



424 THE REl\'lEDY. 

Sierra Leone, and Colonel Nicolls of Fernando Po, 
had in view rnuch such a plan as I have suggested, 
when they spoke in their despatches of putting an 
end to the Slave Trade in two or three years. This 
unconscious union between thernselves is not ali. 
The views of these gentlernen correspond with those 
which I find in the private journals of the Mission-
aries, who have gatherecl their experience, anel formeel 
their opinion, while labouring among the na tive tribes 
of the Garnbia. That which is the opinion of these 
soldiers anel of these teachers of religion turns out to 
be the opinion of the most clistinguished travellers 
anel of intelligent traders. Captain Becroft, who 
traeled on the V\T este rn Coast, anel Captain Raymonel, 
who did the sarne on the E astern, tell me,-that 
trade, springing from the cultivation of the soil, will, 
anel that nothing else will, abolish the Slave Tr~de. 

This uniformity of opinion between governors and 
missionaries, travellers anel traders, stops not here. 
Mr. M'Queen and l\'Ir. Clarkson,1* who have spent 
their lives in studying Africa, but not in the sarne 
school, here cease to differ. Mr. Clarkson thus con-
cludes a long letter to me, dated Novernber 20th, 
1838 ( after having noticed and approved each sug-
gestion I had made, particularly the purchase of a 
large tract of coun try, for the establishment of pattern 
farms, and the selection of Fernando Po) : -
" U pon the whole, it is my opinion that, if Govern-

* For Mr. Clarkson's judgment on the views anel principies 
stated in this book, see Appendix D. 
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ment would make the settlements w hich you have 
pointed out; if they were to substitute steamers in the 
placeof sailing ships; if they were, by annual presents, 
to work upon the native chiefs ; if they were to buy 
the land upon which their settlements would be built, 
and introduce pattern farms for the cultivation of cot-
ton, indigo, rice, or whatever other tropical production 
theymight think fit, they might as certainlycount upon 
the abolition of the Slave Trade, even in a short time, 
as upon any unknown event, which rnen might expect 
to he pro<luced, from right reasoning, or by going the 
right way to work, in order to produce it. As far as 
our knowledge of Africa, and African manners, cus·· 
toms, and dispositions goes, a better plan coulel not be 
devised-110 other p1an, in short, could auswer. Had 
this plan been followeel from the first, it ·would have 
clone wonders for Africa by this time, anel it woulel 
do much for us now : in two years from the trial of it 
it woulel become doubtful, whether it was worth while 
to carry 011 the Slave Trade; anel in fiveyears I have 
no eloubt that it would be generally, though, perhaps, 
llot totally, abaneloned. Depenel upon it, there is 110 
way of civilizing anel christianizing Africa, which all 
gooel rnen must look to, but this." " 'feach them," 
says l\fr. M'Queen, "that we will give them more 
for their proeluce, than for the hand that rears it, anel 
the work is clone. All other rnethods anel means 
will prove ineffectual." 

Other illustrations of this coi11ciclence might be 
quoted. The Society of Friends, anxious to be11efit 
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Africa, could devise no better means, than the estab-
lishment of a school and a fa.rm in the neighbourhood 
of St. Mary's. The experiment failed, or it seemed 
to fail, owing to the death of the agent ·whom they 
had sent; but it was with no small pleasure that 1 
found, in the papers of the brother of. a deceased 
governor of the colony, this evidence that their 
labours were not entirely lost. After statiug that the 
Society had formerly established a school anel a farm 
011 a point of lancl forming Cape St. Mary's, " as 
eligible a spot for such an undertaking as could be 
found in the country," he goes 011 to say, "The natives 
of the neighbourhood must have observed, with some 
degree of attention, the mode adopted by these settlers 
in their agricultural pursuits. Indeecl, it must be 
inferrecl that many of them assistecl on the works of 
the farm, as at this date (viz. 14 years after) they 
concluct matters in a more neat anel satisfactory man-
ner than is to be observecl in other parts of the 
country. Their grouncls are well cleanecl and en-
closed; vegetation, of one kincl or another, appears 
to be kept up cluring the year ; the quality of their 
articles is superior to their neighbours; and _alto-
gether there is a superiority among these people, a 
neatness about their persons and villages, that pleases 
the eye, particularly as these things do not exist in 
other parts of the country. The old chief of the 
district loses no opportunity of making the most par-
ticular inquiries after his friends the Quakers, and 
of expressing his regret that such good people should 
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not have remained- amongst them, as their kin<lness 
will ever live in the rnemory of the inhabitants. The 
chief anel his sons aTe worthy good folies, anel much 
attached to the English. The seeds which Mr. W . 
Allen anel other gentlemen have sent to the Gambia 
bave been of infinite service, in improving the quality 
of the cotton and rice."* 

I har<lly know anything more encouraging than the 
facts which" have thus unexpecteclly come to light. 
Here an eflort has been made, exactly in conformity 
with the views which I am en<leavouring to urge, but 
it was soon abandone<l ; yet the effect of that imper-
fect experiment is still visible in the improvement 
of the face of the country, and in tlie manifest 
dístinction between that clístrict which had been 
thus befriencleel, anel the desolate regions which sur-
round it. 

The fact, too, that these simple people retain a 
lively anel gratefol recollection of their benefactors, 
anel cease not to pant for their return, proves that in 
the minds of the people, as well as in the quality o'f 
the soil, there are materials on which we may "vork. 
When so much was effectecl by a slight effort, what 
may we not expect to be accomplished, when the 
sarne merciful measures shall be adopteel permanently, 
anel upon a large scale? 

One further coinciclence, and not the least remark-
able, ·remains to be stateel. I gave a description 
on a former occasion-f of a slave-hunt, or gazzua, 

* Rendall. t Page 91 of this edition. 
2 F 
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which was perpetratecl in the dominions, and by 
the permission- of the Pasha of Egypt. Some 
strong representations of the impolicy anel atrocity 
of such proceedings were made to him by some of 
our countrymen, particularly by Dr. Bowring.'"' And 
1 have now to describe the influence wJüch these have 
exerciseel over his coneluct.f From a manuscript 
which purports to be an official account of the jour-
ney of his Highness to Souclan, of the views in which 
it originated, anel of the policy which was adopteel 
with regarel to the natives, 1 extract the following 
particulars. ln the autumn of 1838 the Pasha's 
attention was turned to his savage territory of Sou-
dan, anel he resolveel to take measures for the abolition 
of the Slave Trade, anel to introcluce a reformation in 
the customs, commerce, anel agriculture of the in-
habitants : for this purpose he repaired thither in 
person, accompanied by his usual attendants, anel 
several scientific persons, collected not only from his 
own country, but from the continent of Europe. He 
embarkecl in a steam-boat, October 15th, 1838. ln 
passing the cataracts, he had to endure some harcl-

'* Vide Appendix E., p. 564, for an extract from a letter from 
Sir. W. H. Pearson to. Mr. Buxton, junior, co11tai11ing a11 account 
of that gentlema11's visit 011 board a slave-ship 011 the Nile. 

t The consul at Alexandria, of date 5th May, 1838, 11arrates a 
co11versatio11 which he had had with Mahommed Ali, in which the 
pasha said that he would 11ot permit his officers ill the interior to 
seize slaves: anel he adds that the pasha himself does not now 
purchase any more slaves for his own use or service.-Class D., 
1838-9, p. 14. 
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ships, and was exposecl to considerable danger. 
After passing the first cataract, he had to remain 
during a night without provisions or attendance : in 
the attempt to pass the second, the boat in which lie 
was seated was dashed violently on the rocks, anel it 
was with difficulty that he effected his escape, while 
the vessel was carried away by the current. On the 
eleventh of Novemher, the cataract of Annek was 
reached: it appears from the narrative, that this was 
the first attempt that was ever made to pass it :' from 
Dongola, he went across the desert to Kartoum, the 
capitalof Sennaar, on the confluence ofthe Blue and 
the vVhite Nile ; he proceeded along the Blue Nile, 
and there was joined by some pupils of the schools 
of language anel mineralogy. At Fazoglo, hearing 
of clepredations, committed, accorcling to custom, by 
a tribe of mountaineers on their more feeble neigh-
bours, he clespatchecl a force against them, under the 
commancl of a superior officer, who returned with 
540 prísoners . . His Highness had them brought 
before hím, anel spoke to them at great length on 
the odiousness anel barbarity of stealing anel selling 
their fellow.:creatures; then, wishing to join example 
to precept, he permitted them to depart, after having 
distributed to every one ten days' provisions and 
given dresses to five of the chiefs. Learning that 
some prisoners had been taken at Kordofan, he 
ordered them to be dismissed, with permission to 
return home, or to establish themselves as cultivators 
on the banks of the White Nile, issuing at the sarne 

2 F 2 
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time a manifesto, declaring that slave-hunting was 
strictly forbidden; . anel that if any quarrels should 
arise between neighbouring tribes, their differ-
ences were to be brought before the Governor-
general, who was commissioned to decide them. 
At length he a~Tived at the mouth of Fazangoro, 
where, after inspecting the gold mines, he laid the 
foundations of a town, which is to be called by his 
own name, l\fohammed Ali, and to contain houses for 
fifteen hundred families. The chiefs of the country 
showed their readiness to co-operate with him, by 
offering a much larger force for the working of the 
mines: this however he declined. We are expressly 
told, that he pays his workmen wages, and provides 
thern with dresses adapted to the climate : also, that 
he granted land to Arab agriculturists for the fonn-
ation of model farms, suppliecl them with the neces-
sary implements and animals, anel declareel them to be 
exempt from taxes for five years. 'fhe land of Sennaar 
is extremely fertile; it readily returns sixty for one; 
the dourah grows quickly anel proeluces very rich ears; 
animals anel wood abound ; cotton succeeds wonder-
fully, almost vvithout cost, and it produces more 
wool than that of Egypt, which is cultivated ata great 
expense. Hitherto, however, cultivation has been 
entirely neglected. The Pasha collected round hirn a 
great number of the sheikhs, made them presents, anel 
addressed them in a speecli, remarkable not only 
for its good sense, but for the quarter from whence 
it was delivered. " The people of other parts of tlie 
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world were formerly savages; they have had in-
structors, and, by labour and perseverance, they have 
civilized themselves; you have heads and hands like 
them; do as they have clone: you alrn will raise your-
selves to the rank of men; you will acquire great 
riches, anel will taste enjoyments of which you can at 
present, from your profound ignorance, form no con-
ception. Nothing is wanting for this pnrpose: you 
have a great quantity of lancl, cattle, and wood: your 
population is numerous, the men strong, and the wo-
men fruitful. U p to the present time you have hacl no 
guide: you have one now :-it is I !-I will lead you 
to civilization anel happiness. The world is divided 
into five great parts; that which you occupy is called 
Africa: in every country, except this, the value of 
labour is understood, and ataste for goocl· and useful 
things prevails; rnen devote themselves with ardour to 
comrnerce, which produces wealth, pleasure, and glory 
-words, 'vhich you cannot even comprehend. Egypt 
itself is i1ot an extensive country; yet, thanks to la-
bour and the industry of its inhabitants, it is rich, 
and will become more so : distant provinces are ac-
q uaintecl ·with it; anel the territory of Sennaar, which 
is twenty times larger than Egypt, procluces almost 
nothing, because its inhabitants re1~1ain as iclle as if 
they were without life. Understancl well that la-
bour procluces all things; anel that without labour 
nothing can be hacl." 

His Highness then explainecl tQ them, in cletail; 
the advantages of agriculture and commerce. His 
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auditors; astonished at what they heard, uegged him 
earnestly to take them into Egypt, that they might 
be instructecl in those arts. '' It would be better," 
replied his Highness, " that you should send your 
children there ; they will learn more easily, because 
they are younger, and will remain longer useful 
to these countries, when they return to them. I 
will place them in my colleges ; they will learn 
there all that is useful anel ornamental. Be not 
uneasy about their welfare, they shall be my adopted 
children; and, when they are sufficiently instructed in 
the sciences, 1 will send them back to be happiness 
to you, and to these countries, and a glory to you." 

The sheikhs very willingly accepted the offer :-
every one wished to sencl bis children into Egypt; 
the most powerful among them, namecl Abd-el-Ka-
dir, having no son, asked the favour for bis nephew. 
His Highness then urgently recommenclecl Ahmed 
Pasha to labour for the welfare anel civilization of 
these people; and, for the purpose of encouragement, 
announced, that he should himself return next yea r, 
in orcler to judge the progress that might be maàe, 
anel incite them to fresh exertions. 

'l'he Viceroy departecl the next morning, anel re-
turnecl to Fazoglo on tbe lst of February, wheu he 
renewed his exhortations to the sheikhs of that clis 
trict; and proceedecl to Kartoum, where ,he was de-
lighted to find the goocl effects of his late visit, ü1 
some land being already in full cultivation. From 
thence he visited, in like manner, the White Nile, 
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anel, on returning to Kartourn, he set on foot the 
building of a Christian church. Before leaving thP. 
place, he proclaimecl the freeclom of tracle in indigo, 
which the provinces of Dongola anel Berber procluce 
in consiclerable quantities, anel ordered the governor 
to supply irnplements, anel everything necessary, for 
the development of its cultivation. After which, he 
embarked with his suite, leaving lVI. Lambert, with 
the charge of rnaking two reports,-the one, upon a 
projected railroael, in that part of the clesert which 
separates Abu-Muhamrnecl from Kurusku; the other, 
on the formation of a canal between the vVhite 
Ri ver anel Korelofan, destinecl to furnish water for 
the irrigation of the land, anel to facilitate the carriage 
of the iron-ore of the mines. 

The cataracts were repassed on his return; anel, 
on the l 4th of l\farch, the cannon of the citadel of 
Cairo announced to Egypt the arrival of the Viceroy, 
after an absence of five months anel four clays. 

Having freely, in another plac~, commented upon 
the conduct of the Pasha, in permitting the con-
tinuance of the gazzua, and in allowing his offi-
cers to reim burse themsel ves, for any arrears of their 
pay, with the human booty which they rnight seize, 
we are bouncl to do justice to the course which he 
has now pursued, anel to acknowledge that the zeal 
anel energy which he . has displayeel, in acting upon 
h]s new opinions, furnish an . example, which any 
civilizecl and .Christian nation may do itself honour by 
following. It must be confessed, there were great 
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impediments in his way : it was not likely t1iat he, a 
follower of l\fal;omet, whose religion justifies the en-
slavement of the infidel, shoulcl have sharecl our ab-
hol'!'ence of all that pertains to the trade in man : he 
must have had to surmount many strong anel cleep-
seated pr~judices in his own hosom, anel must have 
exposed himself to public reproach, if not danger, 
before he resolveel to set his face against a system so 
long established, anel so lucrative. It was an act 
of great vigour in a prince, seventy years of age, 
thrcatened by a fo1~1iidable enemy, anel holding his 
authority in some considerable measure, by his own 
personai presence anel influence, to undertake a jour-
ney, of more than five ú1onths' duration, through a 
country so rarely visited, exposing himself to ·COnsi .. 
clerable períls anel fatigue, an<l the expense of con-
veying wíth him a large bocly of well-qualified · 
assistants . It is greatly to the creelit of his under-
standíng to have seen so distinctly that a greater 
amount of wealth may Le drawn from the cultivation 
of the soil, than from the chase anel capture of the 
inhabitants. The language whieh he uses to the 
native chiefs proves that he well comprehenels the 
principles by which a elegree of civilization may be 
spread among savage tribes, anel valuable proelucts 
rearecl from their rich but untilled ]ands. But the 
point which eleserves most notice is, that, from the , 
inüment he was convinced, he acted, at once and 
boldly. ln a very short period, he has executed a 
voyage of discovery; he has selecteel an excellent posi-
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tion for a town, and commenced building it. He has 
entered upon a system of hiring labour and paying 
wages (in itself, Iam afraid, an innovation); he has 
laboured to convince the native chiefs that it is better 
to sell their productions than their subj ects: he 
has made some provision for the education of their 
children; he has relinquishetl taxes, and established 
free trade in articles which have hitherto been sub-
ject to a monopoly; he has given orders for the form-
ation of a canal antl a railroad ; and he is en;iployed in 
opening through the cataracts a way suffi.ciently wide 
for the passage of boats of large dimensiom; : more-
over, anel it confirms one of my most important anti-
cipations, he has founcl better cotton in Soudan than 
that which is grown by himself in Egypt: in short, if 
I may judge by his actions, as represented in the nar-
rative which is put forth under his authority, there is 
no more thorough-going advocate of the policy which 
I am labouring to recommend to the British nation 
than the personage whom, but a few months ago, I 
hacl to point out to public indignation as the patron 
of the horrible gazzua. It rnust, however, be borne 
in rnernory that we have only seen the BEGINNING of 
a new system. The character of the Pasha will be 
judged, not by what he lias hitherto attempted, but by 
the fidelity with which he shall adhere to the prin-
cipies he has professed, and by the sagacity with which 
he shall carry into execution the wise and benevolent 
design which seems to reflect so rnuch credit upon him. 

I have thus shown that many persons, whose 
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veracity we have no reason to doubt, whose expe-
rience furnishes the best means of forming a correct 
judgment, and who cannot be suspected of acting in 
concert, arrive at precisely the sarne conclusions. The 
argument deducible from this coincidence of opinion 
enforced itself on me with peculiar effect. 1 pos-
sessed neither the practical experience which belongs 
to a traveller, a trader, or the governor of a colony, 
nor the intimate acquaintance wíth native mind ac-
quired by the missionary; nor that deep knowledge 
of all that has been written concerning Africa, in 
which Mr. Clarkson and Mr. lVI'Queen excel. Yet in 
ignorance of almost all the opinions to which 1 have 
now referred, 1 had, by a process, anel from docu-
rnents, quite distinct, arriveel at the sarne result. 1 
attentively examineel the papers on the Slave Traele, 
annually presented to Parliament : they demonstrated 
the unwavering sincerity of the Government, by 
whatever party aelministereel, and the generous com-
passion of the nation: at the sarne time, they forced 
upon me an undoubting conviction, that the evil 
could never be eradicatecl by this rnode of correctíon. 
Ready to abandon all further effort, in despair of 
being able to _effect any practical good, anel frorn an 
abhorrence of the task of affiicting rn:yself anel others 
by a recital of evils, which 1 could not cure, anel of 
horrors, which every effort seerned to aggravate, 1 cast 
my eyes, in every direction, in order to discover if there 
yet existeel any effectual remedy. It then occurred to 
me, that Africa, after all, obtains a very inconsider-
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able revenue from the Slave Trade ; while the 
outlay, so to speak,-the desolation, the slaughter, 
the bloody and diabolical superstition, and the hurnan 
s~ffering from all these,-are indeed prodigious: the 
net profit to Africa (whatever it may be to the 
civilized ruffi.ans who instiga te the trade) is mise 
rably scanty. " Thou sellest thy people for nought; 
and dost. not increase thy wealth by their price." 
rrhere was something hopeful in the fact that the 
interests of Africa were not involved in the con-
tinuance of the Slave Trade. It gave birth to the 
inquiry, Is it not possible for us to undersell the 
slave-dealer, anel to drive him out of the market) by 
offering more for the procluctions of the soil than he 
ever gave for the bodies of the inhabitants? 

'This opened a new field of investigation. I 
eagerly turned to every book of travels which might 
furnish an insight into the capabilities of that quarter 
of the g1obe. There was anything but a dearth of 
materials : I founcl evidence, suffi.cient to fill volumes, 
that Africa, though now a wilderness, rnay rank with 
any portion of the world in natural resources and in 
the power of production. Travellers, whatever n~ay 
be the scarcity of other topics, never fail to speak of 
the exuberance of the soil on the one hand, and the 
misery of its inhabitants on the other. These two 
subjects occupy three-fourths of the pages of those 
who have visited Africa. It is suffi.cient here to say 
that I rose from that part of the investigation, in 
possession of incontrovertible proof that nature had 



438 THE REMEDY. 

provided an almndance of all things which consti-
tute agricultura! wealth. The question then arises, 
Are there hands to till the earth ? Africa, notwith-
standing the annual and terrible drain of its inhabit-
ants, teems with population : but for the Slave Trade, 
there is no reasou to doubt that it woulcl be as 
densely peopled as any part of the globe. Can 
labour be obtained there as cheaply as in Brazil, 
Cuba, or the Carolinas ? ~r e have some light on 
this subject. '''e know that a slave fetches, in 
Interior Africa, aLout 3l.; in Brazil, at least 70l. ; 
wben seasoned, as an African is in his own country, 
lOOl. Africa, then, has this great advantage over Ame-
rica, that it can be cultivated at one-twentieth of the 
expense. " ' hy, then, should the inhabitants be torn 
from Africa, when her native labourers upon her 
native land rniglit hold successful competition with 
any Slave State Y The soil being equal, a labourer 
in Africa will raise as much produce as the isame 
labourer tra.nsported to America, but at less ex-
pense ; for you ca.n hire ten labourers in the former 
at the price that ·one costs in the latter. Hence 1 
infer, that the labour anel procluce of Africa, if fairly 
called forth, woulcl rival the labour employed, anel 
the produce nüsed in Arnerica, throughout the 
markets of the civilized world. 

Besides all this, the labourers stolen in Africa are 
not, in fact, carried to America. ''' hat the one 
loses, the other does not gain. Africa loses three 
labourers; A1nerica obtains but one: in no species 
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oL merchan<lise is there such waste of the 1·aw ma-
terial, as in the merchandise of man. In what other 
trade do two-thirds of the goocls perish, in order that 
one-third may reach the market ? 

Apart, then, from all éonsiderations of humanity 
anel Christian principle, anel narrowing the question 
to a mere calculation of pecuniary profit, it would 
appear a strange kind of economy to carry away 
the population from their native fields, which need 
nothing but those hancls for their cultivation, in order 

. to plant them in diminished numbers, at _a procligious 
expense, in another hemisphere, and on land not 
more productive. 

But would these men be willing to work for 
wages? I did not require to be taught that men will 
work, not only as well but ten times better, for reward, 
than they were ever made to do by the lash : proof, 
however, of this truth presented itself. As I shall 
have to enlarge 'upon that subject before I close this 
book, I will only say here, that of ali the fictions 
ever invented by interested parties to quiet their 
own consciences, or delude the world, there is none 
so gross as the doctrine, that less labour is to be won 
by wages, than can be extorted by the whip. 

Thus, then, the study of the writings of travellers 
provecl to me that Africa possessecl all the separate 
elements necessary for vast procluction anel extensive 
commerce; but these materials, were, if I may so ex-
press myself, asunder: the hands, both able anel will-
ing to labour, had never been brought to bear upon 
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the land, so capable of yielding a grateful return. 
It was not till after I had come to the conclusion 
that all that was wanting for the deliverance of 
Africa was that agriculture, commerce, and instruc-
tion should have a fafr trial, that I discovered that 
those views were not confined to myself, and that 
others hacl arrived, by practical experience, at the 
sarne result which I had learnt from the facts, and 
from reasoning upon them; and I was very well 
pleased to renounce any little credit which might 
attach to the discovery, in exchange for the solicl 
encouragement and satisfaction of finding that what 
was with me but theory, was with them the fruit 
of experience. I cannot but rem~mber that a poet, 
who possessecl the faculty of combining the closest 
reasoning with the most flowing verse, saw, anel 
availecl himself of this species of argument for the 
defence of Christianity :-

" Whence, but from Heaven, couid men unskill'CÍ in arts, 
In several ages born, of several parts, 
Weave such agreein~ truths; or how,. or why, 
Should all conspire to cheat us with a lie ?" 
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CIIAPTER V. 

PRINCIPLES. 

" True faith, true policy, nnitetl ruh."-PoPR." 
" lf you plant where savagcs be, elo not only entertain thern with trifies 

antl gingles, but t;se them justly and graciously, with sufficient guare! never-
thcless."-Lo1m BACON. 

" The greatest aclvantage a Government can possess is to Le the one trust-
wort hy Goverument in the midst of Governments which nobotly can trnst.» 
-EnrnnuRGH REvrnw, Jan. 1840.;:....Life of Clive, p. 330. 

I T appears to me a matter of such peculiar moment 
that we should distinctly settle and declare the PRIN-

CIPLES on which our whole intercourse with Africa, 
whether economic or benevolent, whether directed 
exclusively to her benefit, or mingled (as I think it 
may most fairly be) with a view to our own, shall be 
founded, and by which it shall be regu1ated, that I 
venture, though at the risk of being teclious, to devote 
a separate chapter to the consideration of them. The 
principles, then, which I trust to see adopted by our 
country, are these,-

Free Trade. 
Free Labour. 

FREE TRADE. 

Nothing, 1 apprehend, could be more unfortunate 
to the continent we wish to befriend, Ór more dis-
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creditable to ourselves, than that Great Britain shoul<l 
give any colour to the suspici011 of being actuatecl by 
mercenary motives ; an apology would thus be af-
foreled to every other nation for any attempt it might 
make to thwart our purpose. "Te know, from the 
Duke of vVellington's despatches, that the powers on 
the continent were absolutely incredulous as to the 
purity of the motives which prompteel us, at the con-
gress of Aix la Chapelle, to urge, beyond eve1·ytliing 
else, the extinction of the Slave Traele. 

ln a letter to l\!fr. Wilberforce, dated Paris, 15th 
Sept., 1814, the Duke of "T ellington says, "It is 
not believecl that we are in earnest about it, or have 
abolished the tracle on the score of its inhumanity. I t 
is thought to have been a commercial speculation ; 
anel that, having abolishecl the traele ourselves, with a 
view to prevent the unclue increase of colonial pro-
eluce in our stores, of which we coulel not dispose, 
we now want to prevent other nations from cultivat-
ing their colonies to the utmost of their power." 

Anel again, in another letter to the Right Honour-
able J. C. Villiers :-

Paris, 3lst August, 1814. 
" The efforts of Great Britain to put an end to it 

(the Slave Trade) are not attributed to goocl mo-
tives> but to commercial jealousy, anel a desire to keep 
the rnonopoly of colonial produce in our own hands." 

'fhe grant of twenty rnillions may have clone sorne-
tbing to quench these narrow jealousies, l.mt still, the 
nations of the continent will be slow to believe that 
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we are entirely disinterested. It should, then, be 
made manifest to the world, by some signal act, 
that the moving spring is humanity; that if England 
makes settlements on the African coast, it is only for 
the more effectual attainment of her great ohject; 
anel that she is not allured by the hopes either of 
gain or conquest, or by the advantages, national or 
individual, political or commercial, which may, and I 
doubt not, will follow the undertaking. Such a de-
monstration would be given, if1 with the declaration, 
that it is resolved to abolish the Slave Trade, anel, 
that in this cause we are ready, if requisite, to exert 
all our powers, Great Britain, shoulcl couple an of-
ficial pledge that she will not claim for herself a 
single benefit, which shall not be shareel by every 
nation uniting with her in the extinction of the Slave 
Traele; anel especially 

First,-That no exclusive privilege in favour of 
British subjects shall ever be alloweel to exist. 

Secondly,-That no cufJ·tom-house shall ever be 
establisheel at Fernando Po. 

Thirdly,-That no distinction shall be maele there, 
whether in peace 01· in wm·, between our own sub-
jects and those of any such foreign power, as to the 
rights they shall possess, or the terms on which 
they shall enjoy them. ln short, that we ·purcha::;e 
Fernando Po, anel will holcl it for no other purpose 
than the benefit of Africa. I am well aware that 

• these may appear startling propositions; I am, how-

2G 
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ever, supported in them by high authorities: the sug-
gestion as to the custom-house was rnade to me by 
Mr. Porter, of the Board of Trade; antl that respect-
ing neutrality in peace or in war, 01:iginated with the 
learned J udge of the British Vice-Admira1 ty Cou rts. 
Supported by his authority, I may venture to say 
that, though a novel, it would be a no ble characteristic 
of our colony. As it is intended for different ends, so 
it would .be ruled by different principles, from any 
colony which has ever been unclertaken: it would 
have the distinction of being the neutral ground of the 
world, elevated above the mutual injuries of war; 
where, for the prosecution of a good anda vast object, 
the subjects and the fleets of all nations may meet 
in amity, anel where there shall reign a perpetual 
truce. 

Let us look to the tendency of the proposition, 
that no custom-house shall be established at Fernando 
Po, or at the post to be formed at the junction of the 
Níger and the Tchadda : we might then hope that 
the history or these stations would be a counter-part 
to that of Singapore, which is described as having 
been, in 1819, "an insignificant fishing'..village, anel 
a haunt of pirates," but now stands as an eloquent 
eulogy on the views of its founcler, Sir Stamford 
Ra:ffi.es, proving what may be effected, anel in how 
short a time, for our own profit anel for the improve-
ment of the uncivilized world, '' by the union of native 
industry anel British enterprise," when uncurbed by 
restrictions on trade. 
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FREE LABOUR. 

I now turn to the seconcl great principle, viz.,-
Free Labour. 
_ It may be. thought by some almost superfluous that 
this shoulcl be urgecl, considering that there is an 
Act of Parliament, which declares that " Slavery 
sháll be, and is hereby utterly and for ever abolishecl 
in all the colonies, possessions, anel plantations of 
Great Britain." But if ever there were a case in 
which this great law should be strictly and stre-
nuously enforced, and in which it is at the si:tme time 
peculiarly liable to be neglected .ºr evaded, it is in 
the case of any possessions we may obtain in Africa. 
I t is necessary to be wise in time, anel never to suffer 
this baneful weed to take root there. Let us re-
member what it has cost us to extirpate it from our 
old colonies. It is remarkable that among the whole 
phalanx of antagonists to the abolition of W est India 
Slavery, there was never one who was not, by his 
own account, an ardent lover of freedom. Slavery, 
in the abstract, was universally acknowledged to be 
detestable; and they were in the habit of pathetically 
deploring their cruel fate, anel of upbraiding the 
mother-country, which had originally planted this 
curse among them; but property had entwined it-
self around the disastrous institution, and we had to 
contend with a fearfnl array of securities, marriage 
settlements, and vested interests of all kinds. Again, 
bondage, it was said, had searecl the intellect, and 

2G2 
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withered all that was noble in the bosoms of its vic-
tims. To have begun such an unrighteous system 
was an error, on1y less than that of suddenly eradicat-
ing it, and of clothing with the attributes of freemen, 
those whose very nature had been changed and defilecl 
by servitucle. 

I firmly believe that much of all this was uttered 
in perfect sincerity ; and yet, I feel the most serious 
apprehensions lest these wholesome convictions should 
evaporate hefore the temptations of a country, where 
]anel of the richest fertility is to be had for ld. per 
acre, and labourers are to be purchased for 41. per head. 
We know, not only that the Portuguese are turning 
their attention to plantations in the neighbourhood of 
Loango, but that they have been bolcl enough to ask 
us to guarantee to them their property, that is their 
slaves, in these parts. This, together with certain 
ominous expressions which I have heard, convinces 
me that my apprehensions are no.t altogether chime-
rical ; and I am not sure that ·we shall not once more 
hear the antique argument, that Negroes, " from the 
brutishness of their nature," are incapable of heing 
induced to work by any stimulus but the lash: at all 
events, we shall be assured, that if _we attempt to es-
tablish Free Labour, we shall assail the prejudices of 
the African chiefs in the tenderest points. If we do 
not take care, at the outset, to render the holding of 
slaves by British subjects in Africa highly penal, a~d 
perilous in the last degree, we shall see British capital 
agam embarJ{ed, anel vested interest acquired in hu-
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rnan flesh. W e shall, in spite of the warnmg ·we 
have had, commit a second time, the rnonstrous error, 
to say nothing of the crime, of tolerating slavery. 
A second time the slave-master will accuse ns of 
being at least accomplices in his guilt; and once 
more we shall have to buy off opposition by an ex-
travagant grant of money. 

The suggestion, then, that I make is that we shall 
lay it down, as a primary anel sacreel principle, that 
any rnan wh? enters any territory that we may 
acquire in Africa, is from that moment " Free, and 
dischargecl of all manner of slavery," anel that Great 
Britain pledges herself to defend hiín from all, 
civilizeel or savage, who may attempt to recapture 
him. That one resolution will elo mnch to give us 
labourers,-to obtain for ns the affoctions of the po·· 

' pulation,-to incluce them to imitate anel adopt our 
customs,-and to settle down to the pursuits of peace-
ful industry anel productive agriculture. 

No more daring attempt was ever macle to form a 
settlement in Africa than that undertaken by Captain 
Beaver, near the close of the last centmy. His object 
was to establish a colony on , the islancl of Bulama. 
Notwithstanding the errors into which he fell, anel 
which proved fatal to his expeelition, yet was it 
highly creditable tó him, that at a time when the 
abolition of the Slave Tracle had made but little way 
in the public mind, anel when the extinction of slavery 
was not thought of, he shoulel have perceiveel, anel 
àpplieel principles so wise anel so humane as those we 
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find scattered in his interesting volume. His Narra-
tive proves two points,-first, that the natives of 
Africa rnay be led to prefer legitimate cornmerce 
to slave-dealing. Seco.nclly, that they were very 
willing to labour for wages. 

The chief dissimilarity which first struck the Afri-
cans, in the conduct of this anel that of other European 
settlements, was their refusal to purchase slaves. 

" This they coulcl not account for ; neither were 
they altogether pleased with it at first; for, when 
negotiating with Niobana for the purchase of the 
Biafara territory, he saicl, that ' It was very hard that 
we woulcl not huy his slaves !' Having macle him 
comprehend that our intention was rather to cultivate 
the earth than to trade; but that we should, notwith-
standing, at all times, trade with him for wax, ivory, 
clothes, &c.,-in short, that we woulcl buy everything 
which he had to sell, except only slaves, whom he 
could always dispose of as he had been accustomed to 
do heretofore-he appeared satisfied; although he 
coulcl not comprehencl why we ,"voulcl not purchase 
the one, nor why we cultivated the other." 

By their steadiness in this point, they got the 
character of being the first white men the natives had 
ever heard of "who could not do bacl." Anel "from 
no circumstance," says Captain Beaver, "did we 
derive so much benefit, as from our not dealing in 
slaves." 

The natives not long after found out that these 
new colonists not only refused to purchase slaves, · 
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but that no man in their settlement was permitted to 
be considered in the light of a slave. The two first 
who carne to Captain Beaver were full of suspicion; 
they remaiued with him a little more than three 
weeks, and then signified their desire to depart at 
the time when their help was most needed. Captain 
Beaver wisely clid not even ask them to remain, but 
paiel them their wages, anel elismisseel them with pre-
sents. Their report induceel .others to take service, 
anel he never after wanted grumetas : in one year, he 
employecl nearly two hunelreel of them. The Afri-
cans of these parts always, he says, go armeel, and 
never voluntarily place themselves in the power of 
even a frienelly tribe; lmt when they had once ascer-
tained that these English colonists neither bought 
nor sold slaves; that every man was paid for the full 
value of his labour, and su:ffered to depart whenever 
he chose, " They carne to me unarmeel," says Cap-
tain Beaver, "anel remained for weeks and months 
at a time on the island, without the least suspicion of 
my ever intending them evil." And this, though he 
was occasionally obliged to inflict pwiishment on 
individuals of their number for disorderly conduct. 
" Thus," he says, "by the negative merit of treating 
these people with cÓmmon integrity, was I not only 
able to acquire their confidence, anel, by their labour, 
to do almost all that was clone upon the island, but 
also to overturn one of their strongest prejudices 
against us, anq to convert their . well-grounded 
suspicion of frauel and deceit in all Europeans, into 



450 THE REMEDY. 

esteem and respect for the character of a white 
" man. 

J cannot dismiss the work of Captain Beaver, with-
out expressing my satisfa'ction in finding, that he, líke 
others whom I have named, gathers from his expe-
rience on the coast of Africa that the Slave Trade is 
to be overthrown by fair deaJing, anel by the wealth 
which is to be raised from the soil. " One great 
motive of the Africans in making slaves, indeed I 
may say the only one, is to procure European goods; 
slaves are the money, the circulating medi um, with 
which African commerce is carriecl on : they have no 
other. If, therefore, we could substitute another, 
anel at the sarne time that other be more certain anel 
more abunclant, the great object in trading in slaves 
will be clone away. This rnay be done by tlze 
p1wluce of the earth. "Let the na tive chiefs be once 
convinced that the labour of a free native in culti-
vating the earth may produce him more European 
goods in one year than he could have purchasecl if 
he hacl sold him for a slave, and he will no longer 
seek to make slaves to procure European commo-
dities·, but will cultivate the earth for that pur-
pose." And this is the testimony which he bears 
to African industry, anel to the facility of procuring 
labour:-

" I know that those who choose always to see the 
African character in its worst light will probably say 
that they never will be inducecl voluntarily to 1abour; 
anel that I betray a total ignorance of it, in supposing 
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that they can ever be brought to cultivate the earth 
for wages. That assertion may be made; but my 
answer is, ' Put it to the test.' And 1 moreover rny 
that, as far as my little knowledge of the Africans will 
enable me to judge, 1 have no doubt of their rea<lily 
cu] tivating the earth for hire, whenever Europeans 
will take the trouble so to employ them. 1 never 
saw men work harder, more willingly, or regularly, 
generally speaking, than those free natives whom 1 
employed upon the island of Bulama. vVhat induced 
them to do so ? Their desire of European commo-
dities in my possession, of which they knew that they 
would have the value of one bar at the end of a week, 
or four at the end of a month. Some of them 
remained at labour for months ere they left me ; 
others, after having left me, returned: they knew 
that the labour was constant, but they also knew that 
their reward was certain. 1 think, therefore, that 
as far as rny experience goes, I am warranted in 
saying that the Africans are not averse to labour, 
unless those in the neighbourhood of Bulama are 
unlike the rest of their species. So much as to the 
question of labour."* 

If I have quoted at unusual length from Captain 
Beaver's work, it is because here is testimony upon 
which no shade of suspicion can rest. This work 
was published before a word had been uttered upon 
the controversy, as to free and slave labour ; and it 
comes from a gentleman who took nothing upon the 

* Beaver's African Memoranda, p. 385. 
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authority of others, but formed his opinions from his 
own personal experience in Africa. 

I shall subjoin in the Appendix further proof, on 
the authority of General rrurner, Colonel Denham, 
and Major Ricketts, who also spoke from what -they 
saw at Sierra Leone, as to the disposition of Africans 
to work for wages.* 

The Rev. "\:V. Fox, missionary at l\1'Carthy's lsland, 
whom I have already quoted, says, " The East-
ern Negroes, .... come here and hire themselves as 
labourers for several months, and, with the articles 
they receive in payment, barter them again on their 
way home for more than !heir actual value on 
this island." ln the journal of the sarne gentleman, 
just received, under date of April, 1838, he writes 
thus : " 1 have to-day paid off all the labourers who 
had been employed on the mission-ground, and have 
hired about eighty more, with three overseers; many 
othe1·s applied fo1· wodc, and I should have felt a 
pleasure in engaging them, but that I wished .to keep 
the expenses within moderate bounds." 

It tlrns appear& that free labour is to be obtained 
in Africa, even under present circumstances, if we 
will but pay the price for it, and that there is no neces-
sity at all for that systern of coerced labour, which 
no necessity could justify. 1 am aware that I have 
trespassed on the patience of many of my readers, 
who require no arguments against slavery; but I have 
already expressed, and continue to feel, if there be 

* Vide Appendix C. 
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danger anywhere in the plan for the cultivation of 
Africa, it lies in this point. And I wish the ques-
tion of slavery to be definitively settlecl, and our prin-
ciples to be resolved on, in such a way as shall render 
it impossible for us to retract them, before a single 
step is taken, or a shilling of property invested in the 
attempt to grow sugar and cotton in Africa. 

I shall here introduce the consideration of two 
other points, which though they cannot precisely be 
classed as principles, yet are nearly akin to them, and 
deserve our very serious attention. 

The proposal of a settlement in Africa, necessarily 
recalls to mind our vast empire in India; and, surely, 
no sober-minded statesman would elesire to see re-
newecl, in auother quarter of the globe, the career 
we have run in the East. 

I entirely elisclaim any disposition to erect a new 
em pire in Africa. Remembering what has now been 
elisclosed, of the affiiction of that quarter of the globe, 
and of the horrors anel abominations which every spot 
exhibits, and every hour produces, it would be the 
extreme of selfish crnelty to let a question so moment-
ous be elecided with an eye to our own petty interests ; 
but there is another view of the case,-it would also 
be the most extreme folly to allow ourselves to swerve 
one iota from its right decision, by any such indirect 
anel sho1-t-sighted consielerations. 

V\That is the value to Great Britain of the sove-
reignty of a few hundred square miles in Benin, or 
Eboe, as compared with that of bringing forward 
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into the market of the world millions of customers, 
who may be taught to grow the raw material which 
we require, aml who require the manufactured 
cornmodities which we produce? The one is a 
trivial anel insignificant matter; the other is a sub-
ject worthy the most anxious solicitude of the most 
accomplished statesmen. 

It appears to me, however, that the danger of our 
indulging any thirst for dominion is rather plausiblc 
than real. ln the first place, the climate there for-
Lids the employment of European armies, if armies 
indeecl formed any part of my plan, which they do 
not. I look forward to the employment, almost 
exclusively, of the African race. A few Europeans 
may be requirecl in some leading departrnents; but 
the great Lody of our agents must have African 
blood in their veins, anel of course to the entire exclu-
sion of our troops. 

2dly. ln Asia, there was accumulated treasure to 
tempt our cupidity: in Africa, there is none. Asia 
was left to the government of a company : the Afri-
can establishments will, of course, be regularly sub-
jected to parliamentary supervision. Our encroach-
ments upon Asia were made at a time, when little 
general attention was bestowed, or sympathy felt, for 
the sufferings and wrongs of a remote people. Now, 
attention is awake on such topics. India stands as a 
beacon to warn us against extended dominion ; anel 
if there vvere not, as I believe there are, better prin-
ciples among our statesmen, there would be a check 
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to rapacity, and a shield for the weak, in the wakefol 
comrniseration of the public. 

I may add, that, were the danger as great as some 
imagine, it would have disclosed itself ere this. The 
French have had for sorne time a settlement on the 
Senegal; the Danes on the Rio Volta; the Dutch on 
the Gold Coast; the Portuguese at Loango ; the Ame-
ricans at Cape Mesurado, and the English at Sierra 
Leone, in the Gambia, and on the Gold Coast; and I 
know not that there has been upon the part of any of 
thesc a desire manifested to raise an em pire in Central 
Africa. Certainly, there has been none on the part 
of the British : on the contrary, I think there is sorne 
reason to complain that our governrnent has been too 
slow, at least for the welfare of Africa, in accepting 
territory which has been voluntarily offered to us, and 
in confirming the treaties which have been rnade by 
our offic~rs. We have been in possession of Sierra 
Leone not very far short of half a century ; and I arn 
not ª':Vare that it can be alleged that any injury has 
been thereby inflicted upon the natives. 

Lastly. There is this consideration, and to me it 
seerns conclusive :-Granting that the danger to 
African liberty is as irnminent as I consider it to be 
slight, still the state of the country is such, that, 
change as it may, it cannot change for the worse. 

The other point to which I would call attention is, 
the encouragernent which may be afforded to the infant 
cultivation of Africa, by prornoting the adrnission and 
use of its prouuctions. I shall not advert to the 
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assistance which we rnay fairly expect from the Le-
gislature in this respect, when the subject is brought 
under its consideration in all its important bearings; 
with the example of France and the U nited States 
before thern, 1 cannot doubt that Governrnent will 
introduce such rneasures as a liberal and enlightened 
policy will dictate. But individuals have it in their 
power to contribute largely to the encouragernent of 
African produce, by a preference that will cost them 
little. Let them recollect that for centuries we were 
mainly instrumental in checking cultivation in Africa: 
we ransacked the whole continent in order to procure 
labourers for the V\T est Indies. Is it, then, too rnuch 
to ask, now when we are endeavouring to raise her 
frorn the gulf of wretchedness into which we have 
contributed to plunge her, that while she is struggling 
with enormous difficulties, we should force her in-
dustry and excite her to unfold her capabilities by 
anxiously encouraging the consumption of her pro-
duce? 



CHAPTER VI. 

ELEVA TION OF N ATIVE MIND. 

"Wisdorn is n defence, and money is a defence ; but the excellency of know-
ledge is, that Wisdom giveth Life to them that have it. "-Ecclesiastes, vii. 12. 

"That peace and happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety, may be 
established among them for ali generations."-Liturgy . 

. I NOW come to the point which I deliberately con-
sider to be beyond all others momentous in the ques-
tion before us. I lay great stress upon African com- · 
merce, mo1·e upon the cultivation of soil, but most 
of all upon the elevation of the native mind. 

This is a wide subject; it embraces the considera-
tion of some diffi.cult questions. They resolve them-
selves into these: lst. Are the Africans able and 
willing to learn '~ 2d. What, and how shall we feach 
them? 

It is true that the inhabitants of Africa are in the 
very depths of ignorance and superstition ; but, still, 
there are amongst them redeeming .symptoms, how-
ever slight, sufficient to prove that the fault is not in 
their nature, but in their condition; and to teach us, 
that when we shall have put down that prodigious evil 
which forbids all hope of their improvement, it is abun-
dan.tly possible that the millions of Africa may assume 

\ 
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their place among civilized and Christian nations ; and 
that a region, whose rank luxuriance now poisons the 
atmosphere, may be brought undcr subjection to the 
plough, may yield a wealthy harvest to its occupants, 
anel open a new world, as exciting to our skill, capital, 
and enterprise, as was America ou its first discovery. 
ln these views it is a satisfaction to me that I can 
lean upon an authority so stable as that of lVIr. Pitt. 
Mr. Wilberforce, writing to lVIr. Stephen in 1817, 
says : '' Reflection renders me more and more confi-
dent that we shall, or, at least, that they who live a 
few years will, see the beginnings of great reforms 
in the W est Inelies, as well as opening prospects of 
civilization in Africa. ln the latter instance 1 must 
say, even to you, thàt Pitt's eleath has been an irre-
parable loss to us. He hael truly granel views on the 
topic of our moral anel humane debt to Africa." '* 
And there is a speech on recorel, of which Mr. 
Sheridan said at the time, "If Mr. Pitt were always 
thus to speak, the opposition coulel not survive a fort-
night ;" anel of which Mr. Fox said 15 years afterwards, 
that it was "the most powerful eloquence that evel' 
adorned those walls ; a speech not of vague and showy 
ornament, but of solid anel irresistible argument ;" in 
that speech l\1r. Pitt said, "Sorne of us may live to 
see a reverse of that picture, from which we now 
turn our eyes with shame anel regret; we may live to 
behold the natives of Africa engaged in the calm 
occupations of industry, anel in the pursuit of a just 
anel legitimate commerce ; we may beholel the beams 

• Wilberforce's Life, vol. iv. p. 306. 
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of science anel philosophy breaking in upon their lanel, 
which, at some happier period, in still later times, may 
blaze with full lustre, anel, joining their influence to 
that of PURE RELIGION, rnay illuminate anel invigorate 
the most elistant extremities of that immense con-
tinent." 

ln the first part of this work I have given a descrip-
tion of the eleaelly superstition which prevails in Africa, 
anel of the effect it proeluces. The readeris requested 
to carry a sense of this most miserable state of things 
along with him, while we are consielering what can be 
clone towards the moral, intellectual, anel religious im-
provement of the people. 

Preliminary to this, I beg to call attention to cer~ 
tain inclications,-faint, no doubt,-but, consiclering 
the difficulties anel impediments to improvement in 
Africa, encouraging inelications,-of a capability for 
better things ; 

Anel also, to show that there are facilities for giving 
instruction to the inhabitants, which hold out the 
hope that our labours, if we shall be incluced to piake 
them, will not be in vain. 

Hence an argument for a mighty effort towarels the 
moral anel intellectual improvement of Africa, may 
be successfully derived. 

Before I proceed to these indications of capability, 
I must premise that a j ust judgment cannot be forme d 
of the Africans without reference to the circurnstances 
in which they are placed. Things which would be 110 

proof at all of intelligence in an European,. '''ho had 
2H 



460 THE REMEDY. 

been taught the truths of religion, and been under 
the influence of a certain measure of refmement anel 
civilization, denote positive intellect in an African 
savage from his birth, imbibing the grossest super-
stition, and bereaved of motives to action by his inse-
cu rity. 

TP!zat Allowance tlzen lJ·hould be rnade in favou1· of 
the Neg1·0? 

"\i\Then we find that at this period of the world there 
are nations i10t very remote from the ce11tre of civili-
zation, who have as yet learned the use of no agricul-
tura! implement but the hoe, and who, eager for 
w·ealth, have not energy enough to till their land, or 
work their mines, or in any way to avail themselves of 
the prodigal bounty of nature, we are apt to rush to 
the obvious but fallacious conclusion, that they are 
not men in the ordinary sense of the term, but beings 
of a stunted intellect, and of a degraded order. 

This false conception has b~en the cause of infinite 
su:ffering to the negro race. During the whole con-
troversy on the subject of slavery, it was the great 
defence and apology of the planters; it constituted 
their whole case. They triumphantly pointed at the 
idleness of the negro, anel extracted from it a justifi-
catiou of the necessa1·y severity with which he was 
treated. The error has not as yet been <lissipated; 
many benevolent persons, judging of the African 
under his present aspect, despair of his irnprovement. 
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It will serve better than a thousand arguments to 
dispel this idea of inferiority in the African, and to 
induce us to make large allowances for him, notwith-
standing bis existing debasement, if I produce before 
my readers in<lividuals of European extraction, of a 
race which amongst Europeans is supposed to stand 
in the highest rank for energy and intelligence, who 
have been, in the space of a few rnonths, conupted 
and éiebased by oppression. When Englishmen are 
masters, and Africans their slaves, we charge them 
with sloth, deception, thievishness; and we rate them 
as another and an inferior order in the family of rnan. 
I am going to reverse the picture, and to show that 
when Africans are masters anel Englishmen their 
slaves, they reckou us a poor, pitiful, degraded race 
of mortals; invetera te thieves, and proverbial liars ; 
too lazy to work, too stupid to leam, too base to be 
credited; harclly sensible of the obligation of an 
oath; and fit only to be hewers of wood and drawers 
of water to the true believers, to Yvhom God, in an-
swer to their prayers, has heen pleased to send 
them. 

" It·may f:rom many a blunder free us, 
To see ourselves as others see us." 

Such, as I shall show, is the reproach rn each 
case; and in each case I doubt not that it is just. 
Let Slavery be irnposed on man of whatever race, that 
mau is found a poor, tame, degenerate creatu·re. The 
black, being a slave, thieves; so does the white. He 
lies ; so does the white. The black will not do a 

2n2 
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stroke of work, except under the terror of the lash ; 
just so the white. The fact, in both cases, is true; 
and the fallacy lies, not in an erroneous opinion of 
the demerits of the slave, but in this-tlrnt each 
forms his estimate on a being corrupted hy oppres-
sion. He forgets that it is natural that the man 
reared in slavery shoulcl be taintecl with slavish vices; 
that, cleniecl access to knowleclge, it is natural he 
shoulel be ignorant ; that, wanting a motive, he neces-
sarily wants perseverance. 

Before we c~n pronounce a man, or a race of men, 
desperately wicked, anel incorrigibly idle, they mus_t 
have their fair chances as men-we must give them 
a motive for their exertions. "\Ve must associate 
with the fatigues we call for, a sense of personal 
aelvantage to spring from them; we must awaken 
whatever there may be of native vigour sleeping in 
their bosoms, anel we must release them from the 
trammels which incumber their progress, if we clesire 
to see them aclvance with rapidity. 

One corroboration of this eloctrine is to be founcl 
in the history of Adams, who was wrecked upon ,the 
coast of Africa, made a slave to the inhabitants, anel 
was carried to Timbuctoo. Adams was a British 
sailor, anel om consul at l\fogadore thus describes 
him at tbe termination of his captivity :- " Lilce 
most other Clz1·istians, ajte?· a long captivity and 
severe freatment among the Arnbs, lze appea?·ed, at 
his first a1·rival, exceedingly stupid and insensible. "':. 

* Adamsº a Residence at Timbuctoo. Introd. p. 24. 
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But a still more forcible mustration of the truth of 
this theory is to be found in the very interesting nar-
rative of the Joss of the Oswego, on the coast of Africa, 
and the enslavement of Captain Paddock and his 
crew. He was a man on whose statement every 
reliance could be placed. De \V'itt Clinton, governor 
of New York, tbus writes to him, October 1817,-
" I bave been urged by several respectable gentle-
men, who, together witb myself, repose the utmost 
confidence in your canclour and veracity, and who 
bave been a long time acquaintecl witb the respect-
ability of your standing in society, to solicit from you 
a statement of your sufferings and adventures." ln 
compliance with this application, the narrative was 
published. 

Captain Paddock was a Quaker, high in repute 
with the Society of Friends, by whom no man will 
be respected who is not strictly veracious. He him-
self gives proof of tbe effect which slavery had upon 
bis own morals. He furnishes an elaborate descrip-
tion of his various mocles of robbing and deceiving 
bis master. He steals his corn, his tobacco, his fruit, 
bis boat. He makes no scruple of telling falsehoods 
out of number to his master, and of purloining every~ 
tbing he could lay his hands on. 

Of this, the following will serve as an illustration : 
-" I was soon after called away to furnish tobacco 
for a few who were srnoking under the shacle of the 
walls. \V'hen they had done, rny second mate, who 
was as foncl of tobacco as rnyself, suggestecl a query 
as to the propriety of robbing ihe pouch of a little. 
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v;r e did so, anel divideel the spoil among such of our 
company as were tobacco-chewers. Not long after, 
some new company having come, I was again calleel 
upon to bring the pouch ; and the fellovv, 01i opening 
it, chargeel me with stealing from it. Against that 
charge I defeneled myself as well as I could. For 
some time I was urnvilling to make the hazardous 
attempt again; but at last, while the Arabs were all 
lying asleep under the shade, I proposed to my second 
mate that we two should go off together to some dis-
tance, where we might have an opportunity of taking 
some out in such a manner as not to be suspected. 

* * * • * 
" W e sat elown in the finest piece of wheat I ever 

saw, and commenced the business that we went upon, 
taking particular notice of the turns of the string anel 
knot of the pouch, in which, when we had unrolleel 
it, we found two little sticks, laid in such a manner 
as to detect me in my next attempt upon it, and 
doubtless for that purpose. Having opened _the 
tobacco, we took out as much of it as we durst, and 
replaced the little sticks as exactly as possible, when 
we rolled it np again, putting round it the string just 
as we found it, and hurried out of the field." * 

The Africans having discovereel that their captives 
were exceedíngly idle, resorted to exactly our own 
methods of procuring (what was formerly so much 
dwelt upon in this country) "steady labour in the 
sun." They beat them, they starveel them ; they 
said to them, " If you will not work, neither shall 

'* Loss of the Oswego, p. 181. 
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you eat ;" and even threatened to shoot them for 
their indblence. Captain Paddock says, "Early in 
the morning of the 27th, the sickles tbat the Arabs 
brought with them were made ready, and ali of us 
were orderecl out to work." This he refused, for 
which he received their curses and threats, but de-
termined not to heecl them. "This controversy lasted 
an hour, and they got my men into the field at last. 
Some of them could handle a sickle as well as the 
Arabs themselves; anel I told one of them (the man 
that I was fearful would be of the most service to 
our enslavers) to cut bis own fingers, as if by acci-
dcnt. They all unclerstood my meaning, and it was 
not long after my men had been clragged into the 
field before I found they were doing very well ; 
I mean well for our own purposes. Some by acci-
dent, anel some intentionally, perhaps, cut their 
fingers anel hands with their sickles, and rnade loud 
complaints; while others, who were gathering up 
the grain for binding, did it in such a wasteful 
manner, that their work 'Yªs a real loss to the owner. 
Upon this the Arabs took away the sickles frorn those 
that had been reaping, anel set them to haul the 
grain up by the roots. They did so, but laid it in 
the worst form that was possible. By managing 
things in this way, they beat the Ishrnaelites, and 
got the victory. "* 

Their masters, finding that ali their efforts to over-
come the indolence ·of their Christian slaves were 
ineffectual, directed their vengeance against Pad-

* Loss of the Oswego, p. 157 to 159. 
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dock, saying, "lf Rias works, his men will, for heis 
the head devil among them." i 

It is curious to remark that the opinions the Afri-
cans entertained of us bore a strong resemblance to 
the doctrine, now I trust obsolete, but not long ago 
in full vogue amongst ourselves, of the inferiority of 
the African race. AH who took an interest in the 
question of negro emancipation must remember the 
deep prejudice which was felt by the white popula-
tion of the W est lndies against any approach towards 
social intercourse with those who had black blood in 
their veins. I have heard of a clergyman who was 
persecuted for admitting persons of colour to the 
Sacrament at the sarne time with the wbites ; of a 
gentleman who was banished from society for the 
crime of permitting his own coloured claughters to 
ride with him in his carriage through the public 
streets; and upon the occasion of two gentlemen of 
colour being admitted under the gallery of the House 
of Commons when their own case was under discus-
sion, I heard a member of Parliament express in a 
very animated speech his disgust at the insult tlms 
offered to the representatives of the people: '' He had 
hoped never to have seen the day when the laws of 
decency and of nature might thus be trarnpled on." 
W e are not the only persons who have insisted on this 
aristocracy of complexion. Paddock and others have 
recorded that " swinish-looking dogs and white-
skinnecl devils were the appellations which were fami-
liarly appliecl to them by Africans." " The Arabs 
were well received here; but we were more ridiculed 
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than ever we hael been, receiving an abundance of 
the vile epithets so common to these people, who had 
ever vieweel us as a poo1· degraded set of beings, 
scarcely fit to live in the worlel. The olel man 
( Ahomed) was seateel opposite the gate at the time. 
He spoke to me, anel bade me sit elown ; I sat down, 
but, happening to sit near him, he orelered me away 
to a greater distance, saying, he dicl not allow a Chris-
tian dog to be so near hirn ; I obeyed, anel moved 
off a little. The women were foremost in inso-
lence anel abuse; but their children were not far 
behind them." * "They frequently spoke of us, but 
in such a manner as often to remind me of the olcl 
adage, 'Listeners seldom hear any goocl of them-
selves.' That saying was verified here completely. 
The heads of their discourse concerning us were;j-

* Loss of the Oswego, page 208. 
-t About the sarne estimate ·of negroes was at one time enter-

tained by British subjects. " An Act for the Security of the 
Subject" was passcd in Bermuda in 1730. A passage of it runs 
thus :-" vVhercas, they (negroes, Indians, mulattos) being, for 
brutishness of their nature, no otherwise valued or esteemed 
amongst us than as our goods and chattels, or other personal 
estates; be it therefore enacted, that if any person or persons 
whatsoever, within these islands, being owner or possessor of any 
negroes, lndians, mulattos, or other slaves, shall, in the deserved 
couection or punishment of hi s, her, or their slave or slaves, for 
crimes or offences by them committed or supposed to be committed, 
accidentally happen to kill any such slave or slaves, the aforesaid 
owner or possessor shall not be liable to any imprisonment, arraign-
ment, or subject to any penalty or forfeiture whatsoever; but if 
any person or IJersons whatsoever shall malici'ously and wilfully 
kill and destroy any slave or slaves, then the aforesaid person or 
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that we were a poor, miserable, degraded race ot 
mortals, doomed to the everlasting punishment of 
hell fire after death, and, in this life, fit only for the 
company of dogs; that our country was so wretch-
edly poor that we were always looking out abroad for 
sustenance, and ourselves so base as to go to the coast 
of Guinea for slaves to cultivate our land, being not 
only too lazy to cultivate it ourselves, but too stupid 
to learn hovv to do it; and finally) that if all Chris-
tians were to be obliged to live at home, their race 
woulcl soon be extinct ;" anel '' an olcl man swore 
that we were not worthy of a mouthful of bread."* 
" They think that there are no people in the worlcl 
so active anel brave as themselves, nor any so well 
informed ; and they prouclly say that they are at war 
with all the world, and fear nobody." -1-

U pon one occasion, the Arab appears to have had 
the best of the argument. " Ahomed made some 
inquiries of me respecting the manufactories of my 
own country, which I answered as well as I could ; 
and I took the liberty to tell him how rnuch better 
he would be treated than we had been, if by any ac-
cident he should be thrown on our shores; that, in 
such an event, iustead of being helcl in bondage, and 
sold from tribe to tribe, our sultan would have him 
conducted back to his native country in safety. He 
heard me out, anel then warmly retorted upon me as 
follows :-' You say, if I were in your country, your 

persons shall forfeit and pay unto our Sovereign Lord the King 
the full sum of teu pounds current money." . 

* L oss ofthe_Oswego, p. 148. t Ibicl. 144. 
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people would treat me better than I treat you. There 
is 110 truth in you. If I were there, I should be 
doomed to perpetual slavery, and be put to the hardest 
labour in tilling your ground. Y ou are too lazy to 
work yourselves in your :fields, and therefore send 
your ships to the negro coast, and, in exchange for 
the useless trinkets with which you cheat the poor 
negroes, you take away ship-loads of tbem to your 
country, from which never one returns ;-and had your 
own ship escaped our shore, you yourself woulcl now 
be taking the poor negroes to everlasting slavery.' 

"Although the purpose of my voyage had been 
very clifferent from what Ahomed suspected, yet I felt 
the sting of this reproach in a manner that I can 
never forget." 

U pon another occasion, Ahomed drew no very 
flattering comparison between the conduct of Christ-
ians and that of the followers of the Prophet. " The 
negroes are men that you Christian dogs have taken 
from the Guinea country, a climate that suits them 
best. You are worse than Arabs, who énslave you 
only when it is God's will to sencl you to our coast. 
Never, I must confess, did I feel a reproach more 
sensibly."* 

Tbe distinction made by the Arab between the 
conduct of Mussulmans anel Christians, was as just as 
it was ingenious. Their creed permits the disciples 
of the true Prophet to enslave the heretics; whereas, 
our purer faith says, " 'Vhatsoever ye woulcl that 
men shoulcl do to you, do ye even so to them ;" anel 

* Loss of the Oswego, p. 112. 
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abounds jn noble passages, denouncing God's wrath 
against the oppressor, anel particularly that oppressor 
who is a man-stealer, and " who taketh his neigh-
bour's labour without wages, anel giveth him nought 
for his work ." 

vVe rcmember the time when a negro slave \vho 
abscondccl was convicted anel punished as a thief. 
He hacl run away with his master's chattels, i. e. his 
own body. The Arab seerns to have adoptecl a some-
what similar train of reasoning. " After a few 
minutes' silence," says Captain Paelclock, "Ahomed 
accosted me in the following manner :-' There is 
no confidence to be placed in Christians; for ~vhen
ever they come · ashore on our coast, they bury their 
money in the sand, as you yourself have clone, to 
prevent it from falling into the hands of the true 
believers. It is our p1·operty. We pray earnestly 
to the Almighty God to send Christians ashore here: 
he hears our prayers, anel often sends us goocl ships; 
anel if you dicl as you ought to do, we shoulcl have the 
benefit of them." * 

It is very curious that, in the course of their jour-
ney, they fell in with a tribe of African abolitionists 
anel .Mahommedan quakers. At one town their re-
ception was clifferent to what it had usually been. 
" I inquired," said Padclock, "who they were. He 
repliecl, ' They belong to a sect called Foulah. 
They will not rnix with the other inhabitants, but 
choose to live altogether by themselves; anel are so 
stupid, that if the Emperor of Morocco shoulcl march 

. . * Loss of the Oswego, p. 190. 
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an army to cut off the whole race, they would 11ot de-
fe11d themselves, but would die like fools, as they are.' 
I asked him if they used fire-arms. ' No,' said he, 
' they make 110 use of them ; and if God was pleased 
to send a Christian ship ashore near them, they would 
11either seize upon the goods 1101' the men, nor would 
they buy a slave of any kind.' I asked him if they 
were numerous; and he answered, 'No, they are not 
numerous; but the dwellings you see on the sides of 
the hills yonder are theirs, and i11 many other places 
they are to be found ; and wherever they are, they 
always keep together by themselves.' Finally, I 
asked him if they were Mahometa11s. 'Y es,' he 
answered, ' they are, or else we would destroy them ; 
but they are poor ignorant dogs, anel little better 
than the Christians.' "* 

I should feel myself called upon to apologise to my 
readers for these lengthened quotations, were it not 
important to show that Europeans and Christians 
are not proof against that moral poisou which belongs 
to oppression. Let a man, European, American, or 
African, imbibe that taint, and its virulence will be 
manifest in the stupidity of his understanding, in the 
deadness of his moral sense ; it will be visible to the 
eye of the most careless observer, even in the external 
features anel carriage of its victim. Reduced to thecon-
dition of a slave, he will droop anel relax, anel become 
good for nothing, or next to 11othing. vVe see that 
a race fortified by early association, by the resources 
of intellect anel eelucation, anel by the elevating prm-

* Loss of the Oswego, p. 199. 
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ciples of Christianity, placed in precisely the sarne 
circumstances as the African, exhibits precisely the 
sarne degree of degeneracy. And can we wonder 
that they who have so long been the victims of every 
species of cruelty, should not as yet have put forth 
those generous qualities and that higher order of in-
tellect which will not grow, except in a genial atmo-
sphere, and on a favouring soil? Does not this rescue 
the African from the supposed stigma of inferiority? 

Franklin defines a slave to be " an animal who eats 
as much, and '1-Vorks as little, às possible." The 
black, the brown, the red, the white races of men, 
are alike indolent when they want a motive for exer-
tion. "Ye be idle, ye be idle," was the reproach of 
Pharaoh to his Israelitish bondsmen ; " ye be idle, 
ye be iclle," says the master to the slave in all nations 
and in all ages. 

" 'T is libert.y alone that gives the flow'r 
Of fleeti11g life its lustre and perfume, 
And we are weecls without it. 

I now proceed to the enurneration of the symptoms 
whicl( lead me to hope that in clue time the African 
races may be excited to industry, ingenu:ity, and 
perseverance. 

I admit that on the coast there is a belt of slave-
trading chiefs, who, at present, find it more pro-
fitable to supply the slave-rnarkets than to conduct 
a legitimate cornmerce. Little business can be done 
when there are any slavers at their stations,-indeed, 
the fair traders are always compelled to ·wait until 
the human cargoes nre completed. These chiefs 
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not only obstruct the fair trader on the coast, 
but as much as possible prevent his access to the 
interior. Insecurity, demoralisation, anel degrada-
tion are the results ; but as V1'e recede from the 
coast, anel ascend the rivers, comparative civilisation is 
found, industry becomes apparent, and no inconsider-
able skill in many useful arts is conspicuous. All 
travellers have observed the superior cultivation, and 
comparatively dense population of the inland regions. 
Laird, in ascending the Níger, writes, " Both banks 
of the river are thickly studeled with towns anel vil-
lages ; I could couat seven from the place where we 
lay aground; anel between Eboe anel the confluence of 
the rivers, there cannot be less than 40, one generally 
occurring every two or three miles. The principal 
towns are Attah and Addakudda; and averaging the 
inhabitants at 1,000, will, I think, very nearly give 
the population of the banks. * * ~, The 
general character of the people is much superior to 
that of the swampy country between them and the 
coast. They are shrewd, intelligent, anel quick in 
their perception, milder in their disposition, and 
more peaceable in their habits." Oldfield says 
(vol. i. p. 163,) that, from the great number of towns 
they passecl, he is inclined to suppose that the popu-
lation must be very elense indeed. Anel (yol. ii. p. 
17,) "no sooner does the traveller approach one town, 
than he discovers three or four, · and sometirnes five 
others." Park speaks ( vol. ii. p. 80,) of the " hills 
cultivated to the very summit, anel the surplus grain 
employed in purchasing luxuries from native traders." 
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Laing speaks (p. 156) with delight of " the extensive 
rneadows, clothed in verdure, and the fields frorn which 
the springing rice anel ground-nuts were sending forth 
their green shoots, not inferior in beauty and health 
to the corn-fields of Englancl, intersperseel here anel 
there with a patch of ground studdecl with palm-
trees." Tuckey reports (p. 342) a similar irnprovement 
in the face of the country at some distance up the 
Congo, where he found towns anel villages following 
each other in rapiel succession. Ashmun, wáting from 
Liberia, says, " An excursion of some of our people 
into the country, to the distance of about 140 miles, 
has led to a discovery of the populousness and com-
parative civilisation of this district of Africa, never 
till within a few months even conjectured by myself. 
VVe are situated within 50 leagues of a country, in 
which a highly improved agriculture prevails; where 
the horse is a common domestic animal, where ex-
tensive tracts of land are cleared anel enclosed, where 
every article absolute1y necessary to comfortable life 
is produceel by the skill anel industry of the inhabit-
ants; where the Arabic is used as a written language 
in the ordinary commerce of life ; w here regular anel 
ahundant rnarkets anel fairs are kept; anel where a 
degree of illtelligence anel practical refinement dis-
tinguishes tbe inhabitants, little compatible with the 
personal qualities attached, in the · current notions of 
the age, to the people of Guinea." ;j; 

The wants of the people in Africa must not, any 
more than their industry and enterprise, be juclgeel of 

* From Miss. Regr. for 1828, p. 335. 
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Ly what is observable on the coast. The l\foors, 
who have preceded us in the interior, have imparted 
more knowledge of commercial transacti?ns than we 
may suppose. Captain Clapperton told Mr. Hamilton 
that he could have negotiated a bill on the Treasury 
of London at Soccatoo. The l\foors have introduced 
the use of the Arabic in mercantile aífairs; and that 
language is nearly as useful iu Africa, as the French 
language is in Europe. ln 1812, l\fr. Willis, for-
merly British Consul for Senegambia, stated his belief 
that in the warehouses of rrimbuctoo were accumu-
lated the manufactures of lnelia anel Europe, and that 
the in~mense population of the banks of the Niger 
are thence supplied. A lVIoorish merchant reported 
to l\fr. Jackson, that between M ushgrelia and Houssa 
there were more boats employed on the river than 
between Rosetta and -Cairo; and that the fields of that 
country were enclos~d anel irrigated by canals and 
water-wheels,*-a demonstrative proof of the activity, 
industry, anel civilisation of the people. 

" Thirty years' experience," -says an African mer~ 
cha1it ( l\Ir. J ohnston), " of the natives, derived from 
living amongst them for the whole of that period, 
leaves a strong impression on my mind ~hat, 1vith 
elue encouragement, they wou ld readily be led to the 
cultivation of the soil, which I think in most places 
capal>le of grnwing anything." Mr. Laird, in a letter 
to me, observes,-" As to thc character of the inh~bit
ants, I can only state that, if there is one characteri stic 

'" J ackson's Timbuctoo, pp. 24, 38, anel 427 . 
. 2 I 
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that distinguishes an African from other uncivilised 
people, it is his love of, and eagerness for, traffic : men, 
women, and chilclren trade in all directions. They have 
regular market-places where they bring the produce 
of their fields, their manufactures, their ivory, and 
everything th~y can sell. * * * At the Iccory-Mar-
ket 1 have seen upwards of one hundred large. 
canoes, each holding from ten to forty men, all 
trading peaceably together. 1 was informed by the 
natives that it was consi<lered neutral ground, and 
that the towns at war with one another, attended the 
sarne market amicably." ~rhe inclustrious inhabit-
ants of the Grain Coast supply Sierra Leone, and 
Liberia with the greatest portion of their food. 

One of the sub-agents of the Slave Trading Com-
pany, which 1 have already noticed, thus writes to liis 
principal from the town of Gotto, about ten leagues 
up the river Benin, of date 20th June, 1837: " 1 
was astonished to see so large a market the day 1 
arrivecl. The town is large anel eligible; there were 
at least 4000 persons at market with all sorts of com-
modities for sale." 

Of thefr capabilities of improvemént we may judge 
from the rude efforts of negroes transported from. 
North America, or li!Jerated from slave-ships at 
Sierra Leone. \Vhat these men have ·wanted, as 
Colonel Denham remarks, is " instruction, example, 
aml capital ;" anel he adds, " that, with the small 
amount of either that they have received, it is a sub-

"' Class A, 1838·9, p. 64. 
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ject of astonishment to him that they have clone what 
they have."-(Despatch, 2lst May, 1829.) They 
supply the market of Freetown with plenty of fruit 
and vegetables, such as yams, cassada, Indian corn, 
ground-nuts, pine-apples, sugar-canes, &e., &e. 

Nearly the sarne account may be given of the exu-
berant fertility of the eastern as of the western coast, 
anq of the lucrative character .of tbe commerce which 
might be there carried on were it not for the de-
structive Slave Trade. I have Leen informed by 
the captain of a merchant-vessel whowas long ou the 
eastern coast, that before the Slave Trade absorbed 
the whole attention of the people, two merchant-ships 
used to be annually despatched frorn Lisbon, wbich 
for the rnost paltry_ outfit, brought home return car-
goes of from 40,000l. to 60,000l. * 

Other testimonies rnight be added to show that 
tbe African is not wanting in those qualities which 
accompany civilisation, and he only requires that a 
right direction should given to bis industry and intel-
ligence, to qualify him for intercourse with the more 
refined European. 

* The gentleman who furnished tbis information, mentions the 
following articles of commerce on the eastern coast of Africa :-
Gold, silver, copper, iron, ivory, horns, tallow, hides, skins, tor-
toiseshel1, ostrich-feathers, pearls, ambergris, amber, gums and 
various drugs, palm-oil, cocoa-nut oil, black whale-oil, sperm-
oil, bees'-wax in great abunclance, coffee, tobacco, índigo, corn, 
rice, &e. A most profitable trade might also be carried on in 
cowries, which abound on the coast, where he has purchased them 
at 4d. a-bushel; on the western coast they are the current coin, 
and are told out by the hundred. All these articles find a ready 
rnarket at Ceylon, Bombay, and Calcutta. 

2r 2 



478 'l'HE HEMEDY. 

The eagerness with which the Timmanees enterecl 
into the laborious and fatiguing ·work of cutting, 
squaring, and floating to the trading staiions the 
irnmense bodies of heavy teak timber exported frorn 
S ierra Leone, is a convincing proof of their readi-
ness to engage in any employment where !hey can 
get a reward, lwwever sma1l, for their labour. It 
is well known that during the time the timber trade 
was in activity, several native towns were formed on 
the banks of the river, and many natives carne from 
a elistance up the country to engage in it. Timber 
was cut at the termination of the largest creeks at 
Port Logo, and even so for as Rokou, and floated 
down to 'fombo, 13ance Island, anel Tasso. (Laing, 
p. 77.) * , 

I have lately seen a portion of the Journal of the 
Rev. vV. Fox, written at Macarthy's I sland, in which, 
of date September 3, 1836, he mentions having given 
away a considerable number of Arabic Scriptures to 
Manclingoes, anel to Serrawoollies; or Tiloboonkoes, 
as they are here more generally termed; which lite-
rally means Eastern people, as they come from the 
neighbourhoocl of, anel beyond, Bondou, anel are strict 
Mahommetans. They come here anel hire themselves 

* "Twenty years ago," says Laird (vol. ii. p. 363), " African 
timber was unknown iu thc English market. There are now 
from 13,000 to 15,000 loads annually imported. ln 1832 Mr. 
Forster, in a letter to Lord Godericb, stated tbe ímportation as 
high as 'from 15,000 to 20,000 loads, giving employment to 
20,000 tons of shipping annually.' Frorn 3,000 to 4,000 loads 
of red teak-wood are exported annually from the Gambia," anel 
the mahogany from that river is now much used for furnitnre. 
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as labourers for several months, and with the articles 
they receive in payment barter them again on their 
way home for more than their adual value on this 
islancl. 

The Kroomen who inhabit Cape Palmas are a 
rnost extraorclinary race of men. They neither sell 
nor allow themselves to be made slaves. These men 
leave their hom~s young, anel work on boarcl the 
tracling vessels on the coast, or at Sierra Leone. 
Their attachment to theil' country is great, nor will . 
they engage themselves for more than three years. 
"To rny rnind," says Mr. Laircl, in the letter to me 
which I have before quoted, "thm;e men appear 
destined by Providence to be the means of enabling 
Europeans to penetrate into the remotest parts of 
Africa by water. They are patient, enduring, . faith-
ful, easily kept in orcler, anel brave to rashness when 
led by white men. Any number may be got at 
wages from hvo to four dollars per month." 

vVe thus find that little difficulty exists in pro-
cnring either labourers or seamen in Africa. 

To those clisposed. to make the necessary allow-
ances, it . is something to know that it has been 
rern_arked by many travellers, that the Africans are by 
no rneans devoid of aptitude anel ingenuity in imi-
tating European rnanufactures. Thus, ,at the islancl 
of Tombo Mr. Rankin* saw the lock of a rifle which 
had been so well repaired by a Foulah, who hacl never 
seen any but the fractured one, that strict examina-
tion was necessary to discover what part bacl been 

* Rankin, vol. i. p. 130. 
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replaced. ln Benin they make muskets, procuring 
only the locks from Europe; and at the market of 
J enne, De Caillie observed gunpowder, of an inferior 
kind indeed to ours, but of home manufacture. ln most 
parts of Africa the natives have some notion of work-
ing metals.* They are acquainted with many <lyes, 
aud make much use of iudigo. Colonel Denham'!" says 
that the dark blue of the tobes Cor tunic) worn in 
Bornou cannot be excelled in any part of the world ; 
and Kano is famed for its índigo establishments. I am , 
told that they are aiso acquainted ,;vith a plant whích 
produces a more brilliant blue than the indigo. From 
other vegetable substances they obtain other colours ; 
thus 'i\T adstrom stated to the Committee of 1790,t 
that the whole anny of the kiog of Damel was clothed 
in cloth of native rnanufacture, dyecl orange and 
brown. They also give a recl or black clye to their 
leather; for the tanning of which they use several 
kincls of bark. § 

ln the year 1818 Mr. Clarkson had a conference, 
on tbe subject of the Slave Trade, with the Emperor 
Alexander at Aix-la-Chapelle. I have before me 
a priYate letter which he wrote to J . J. Gurney, 
Esq., describing the ioterview. He states that he 
cxhibited articles in leatber, in iron, in golcl, in 
cotton cloth, mats, &e. " Having gone over all 

" The Rev. Mr. Fox has recently presented me with two gold 
rings of exce1lent 1'orkmanship, rnanufactured by a native of the 
Gambia. 

t Clapperton, p. 60. 
! Abbrev. Evià . vol. iii. p . 1 O. 
§ Rankin, vol. i. p. 132. Clapperton, p ." 61, 62. 
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the articles, the Emperor desired me to inform him 
whether he was to understand that the e articles \\'ere 
made by the Africans in their own country, that is• 
in their own native villages; or atter the had arrived 
in Ameri.ca, where they would have an oppo1tunity 
of eeing European manufactures. I replied, that 
uch article might be found in ernry African village, 

both on the coast and in the interior; and that they 
were samples of their own ingenuity, without auy 
connection with Europeans. ' Then,' said the Em-
peror, ' you have given me a ne\Y idea of the state of 
these poor people. I was not aware tbat they were 
so far advanced in ocietv. The "·ork you harn 
shmYn me are not tbe 'Work of brutes, but of meu 
endued 'vith rational and intellectual power , and 
capable of being brought to as high a degree of pro-
.ficiency as other men. Africa ought to be allowed 
to have a fair chance of raising her character in the 
scale of the civilised 1vorld.' I replied that it wa 
the cruel traffic which had prevented her from ri~ing 

to a level with other countries, and that it 'Ta really 
a tonishing to me that the native had, under it im-
peding influence, arrived at the perfection 'Which dis-
played itself io the pecimens he bad ju t seen. The 
Emperor replied that it wa equall; astonishincr to 
him, for that wherever the trade existed, a man could 
haye no stinmlus to labour; beincr subject every bom 
to be taken away for a slave, he could not tell whether 
he hould eojoy tbe fruit of it ; he wa sme upoo 
thi principle that no man in Africa would ~ow more 
corn than was sufficient for his own consumption ; 
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anel so the same principle would prove an obstacle to 
any extraorclinary cultivation of the works of art." 

The natives have some turn both for husbanclry anel 
gardening. ln the more settled parts of the interior 
more pains are taken with cultivation, anel even the 
slaves are said to work better than those on the coast. 
One of the best specimens of African agriculture is 
given by De Caillie, as observed by him at Kimba, on 
the roa.d between Kankan and J enne :-

" I walked about in the neighbourhoocl of our 
habitation, anel was delighteel with the goocl cultiva-
tion; the natives raise litt]e mounels of earth in which 
they plant their pistachios anel yams ; and these 
mouncls are arrangecl with some taste, all of the sarne 
lieight, anel in rows. Rice anel millet are sown in 
trenches; as soon as the rainy season commences, they 
put in the seecl arouncl their habitations, anel whe~ 
the rnaize is in flower they plap.t cotton between the 
row~. The maize is ripe very early, anel they then 
fill it up to rnake room for the other crop. If they 
do not plant cotton, they turn up the grouncl after the 
maize is got in, and transplant the- millet into it, a 
practice which I never obrnrveel in Kankan. I was 
surprised to find these good people so laborious aud 
carefnl; on every side in tbe conntry l saw men anel 
women weeding the fields. They grow two crops 
in the year on the sarne land; I have seen rice in 
ear, anel other ricc by its side scarcely aboye the 
ground."* 

Agriculture is olJViom]y oue of the first arts to 
• De Caillie's Traye]s, vol. i. p. 293, 294. 
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which we ougl1t to direct their attention, not merely 
as furnishing the surest ground for our future com-
mercial inte1:course, but as tending to bring the people 
into a condition of life rnost favourable for the recep-
tion anel spread of Christianity. When Mr. Read 
set forth to convert the Bushmen on the frontier of 
Cape colony, heis reportecl to have said, "vYe take a 
plough with us; but let it be rememberecl, that in 
Africa the Bible anel the plough go together." And 

_ in the sarne spirit should I desire that our operations 
might be carrietl on . . At present, indeed, trade (the 
barter of such artic)es as the country spontaneonsly 
produces, and which may suffice for the limited dernand 
Africa has hitberto lrnown,) is likely to be more to 
their taste than an occu pation requiring regular 
labour; still t.he cultivation which bas arisen in many 
places on the stoppage of the Slave Tra<le, the ground-
nuts grown for sale 011 the Gambia, the com raisecl 
for exportation 011 the Gold Coast, the cutting of 
timber at Sierra Leone, anel the preparation of palm-
oil at the mouths of the Niger, prove that these people 
may be led to adopt new rnethods of earning wealth 
by honest inclustry. In fact I think it is evident that, 
as Sir R. lVIends wrote in 1823 to tlie Admiralty, 
" wherever the traffic in slaves has been checked, the 
natives have shown a fair anel reasonable desire for 
cultivating the productions of their country.'":f. 

* It is impossible not t~ observe with rcgret how little these 
" desires" have rnet with encouragement from Enropeans. Cap-
tain Arabin, in describiug the fertile lianks of Lhe river Cassa-
manza, where the Portuguese have factorie s, thus refers to the 
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The negro's aptitude for letters has, as we may 
well suppose, been still less exercised than his manual 
skill; but we have proof, I think, that as a race, they 
are by no means deficient. On this point I may 
quote the worcls of an accurate observer, a Quaker 
Jady,* who clevotecl much of her life to the promotion 
of African eclucation, anel at last sacrificed it i11 the 
cause. 

" If my heart might speak from what my eye has 
seen, I would say I am fully convinced that it is not 
any inferiority in the African mind, or natural capa"' 
city, that has kept thern in so depressed a state in the 
scale of society, but the lack of those advantages which 
are, in the usual order of Providence, rnade use of as 
instruments for the aclvancement anel improvernent of 
human beings. 'fhose disadvantages which they, in 
common with other uncivilised natives, have sufferecl, 
have with them Leen cruelly increasecl, by that oppres-
sion, which, wherever exercisecl, has a natural ten-
inhal1itants, who, though now hardly to be distinguished from' the 
aboriginal negroes, yet are partly descended from the first settlers. 
" They have remarkably fine cotton and índigo, and manufacture 
from them cloth of a dye and texture highly esteemed in Africa, 
and susceptible of much greater irnprovement; but the Portuguese, 
neglecting these advantages and capabilities of a people who have 
a mixture of their own blood ín their veins, direct their attention 
almost wholly to the traffic iu slaves, and sell indiscrirninately 
these ingenious artificers, with their wives and children, whenever 
they can catch them. "-" State of the Slave Trade," in the Amulet, 
183;2, p. 218. 

"' 1-Iannah Kilham, who made three voyages to Africa for the sake 
of acquainting herself with the native languages; sh~ reduced 'to 
writing the W olof or J aloof, in which she printed reading les$ons. 
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dency to fetter, to depress, and to blunt the powers 
of the mind ; and it is very unfair, and a great aggra-
vation of the cruelty, to reflect on the victims of it, as 
wanting ability for any other station than that which 
they ha\'e been suffered to fill. I do not think that 
even here [Sierra Leone J Africans have had a fair 
trial of what they might be, had they the sarne advan-
tages in education, and circumstances connected with 
education, which Europeans have been favoured with., 
yet théir intelligent countenances, and the ability they 
show when rightly instructed, evince certainly no 
deficiency in the natural powers of the mind ; they 
come here, as to a foreign land, the language of 
which is quite strange and unknown to them, they are 
taught in this strange language, (those of them who 
have school instruction,) from lists of detached words, 
spelling lessons, many of which they never hear but 
in those lessons, anel their meaning therefore remains 
unknown."* 

" It seems very evident from what we hear, that 
civilisation is prevented, or has been prevented, along 
the coast, by the prevalence of the horrid traffic in 
rnen ; and the interior, north of the line, is rnuch more 
civilised than near the coast. The interior of the 
south appears to be little known. I wish the scep-
tical as to African capacity could have seen a Foulah 
man, of striking and intelligent countenance, who was 
here the other day; and have heard his melodious 
reading of Arahic manuscripts. I am informe<l, both 
hei:e and in the Gambia, that the Mahomedans of 

'Ô' Letter from H. Kilharn to W. Allen, 1824. 
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Western Africa are the most ordedy and well con-
ducted part of the African population. Their zeal 
in the promotion of Arabic schools should stimulate 
Europeans of higher profession. If persons be suit-
ably introduced, so as that their designs are fully 
known, I believe intercourse, where only good is 
intendeiJ, would, in most places, be macle more easy 
than some are willing to believe." * 

F ACILITIES FOR GIVING lNSTRUCTION. 

There is no more encouraging feature than the 
readiness which has been generally observed on the 
pa~-t of the negroes, to obtain for their children, and 
sometimes for themselves, the advantages of educa-
tion. Their love of acquiring knowledge, especially 
that of languages, is thus spoken of by iVIr. Laird. 

"The eagerness with which the Africans thirst 
after knowledge, is a very striking feature in their 
character; on the coast great numbers have learned 
to read writing from the captains of merchantvessels."t 
He mentions that the late Duke Ephraim, chief of 
Old Calabar, though he could not read a newspaper, 
yet considered it essential to have ª' supply of books. 
" The schools at Sierra Leone anel Cape Coast have 
clone most, if not all, the good that has been clone. I 
lrnow an instance now of a captured slave, resident 
at Fernando Po, who sent bis soo to England for 
education. All tlie chiefs would gladly pay for the 

* Appendix to Second R eport of African Instruction Society, 
P· 11. 

t Laird, vol. ii. p. 395. 
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board and eclucation of their children. lo the interior, 
in every village where l\fahommedanism is professed, 
the children crowd to learn to mutter Arauic prayers 
and scraps of the Koran." 

Liberia presents the example of a black commu-
nity managing their own affairs on civilised principies. 
rrhere, besides the governor, there is scarcely a white 
man in anthority. They have two public libraries, a 
press, and the journal of the colony, "The Liberian 
Herald," is edited by a negro, the sou of a slave of 
Virgínia, and frequently contains able dissertations 
written by men of the sarne race. 

Mr. Ashmun found the natives bordering on the 
American Colony of Liberia very desirous of putting 
their children under his care. He writes in a Re-
port, 1825 :- '' No man of the léast consideration Ü1 
the country, will desist from his importunities until at 
]east one of his sons is fixed in some settler's family.* 

At this time many of the natives reside in the 
colony, anel are gradually adopting the habits of civi-
lised life. Many carne thither for the express pur-
pose of obtaining a Christian education, for which 
purpose, also, many of the native kings continue to 
send their sons. Missionaries of various denomina-
tions have penetrated into the neighbouring states, 
anel all have sent cheering accounts of their success 
anel prospects:r 

* Life of Ashrnun, 1). 271. 
t Acldress of J udge Payne to the Vermont Coloni~ation Society, 

1838 . 
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T"'o vVesleyan ministers, .Messrs. Dove an<l Bad-
ger, visited the " Plantains," an island on the mouth 
of the 'Sherbro', in April , 183\::l. 

Mr. Dove says, " 1'he island has a beautiful 
appearance, and the cattle on it look as fine as 
any I ever saw in my native land. 'rhe island, 
though small, belongs to King Calker, who treated us 
with great kindness. W e took up our a bode in the 
royal apartments, anel the next day we dined with his 
l\fajesty. Heis certai11ly a sensible rnan, and seems to 
be quite free from the vile a.nd superstitious customs 
practised throughout the ' Sherbro' country; he pos-
sesses a pretty good knowledge of English, and ex-
pressed a wish to have a rnissionary to live with him ; 
we had the high gratification of seeing l1im reading 
an English Bible. His brother, also, is a sincere 
inquirer after truth: having received some instruc-
tion when young, and living in Freetown, he now 
instructs both chilcTren and adults, and when we. wit-
nessed the result of this king's brother's labour, we 
could not but rejoice. He has translated severa] 
portions of the sacred Scriptures, catechisms, anel 
some of our excellellt hy,nms, into the ' Sherbro' lan-
guage : he wishes me, if possible, to get them printed 
for the use of the heathen around him." 

:Besides this eagerness on the part of the African 
tribes to obtain intellectual ."anel useful instruction, 
there is also a most encouraging willingness to re-
ceive, and listen to, the teachers of Christianity. In-
deed, 1 am not aware of any instance of Christian 
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teachers having been repelled, wben their object has 
been fairly understood, except, indeed, by the noto-
rious influence of European Slave Traders. These 
rniscreants obliged the church missionaries to leave 
some of their stations ; an event deeply to be re-
gretted, as they had established some excellent 
schools ou the Rio Pongas": one of their scholars 
was Simeon Wilhelm, who died in England in 1817, 
and was well known as a young man of remarkable 
promise.* 

Within the last three years Mr. :Fox has visited 
the chiefs of Woolli, Bondou, Barra, and Nyani, and 
obtained from all, Pagan and l\fahomedan, invitations 
for missionaries. The following is the account he 
gives of an interview with Saa.da, the Almamy of 
Bondou. 

On Saturday, April 28, 1838, .Mr. Fox reached 
Boollibanny, tbe capital of the Mahomedan . tate of 
Bondou, and on the following day had an interview 
with Saada, who was encamped six miles from the 
city, and was about to start on a marauding expedi-
tion. On 1eing introduced, Mr. Fox immediately 
stated the object of his journey, adding tbat he had 
visited the kingdoms of Barra, Nyani, and_\"\ oolli, and 
that those kings were favourable to his design; and 
giving, at the Almamy's request, a brief summary of 
the doctrines and precepts of- Christianity. The 
Almamy replied, that ali that had been said was very 
good; and that 1r. Fox nlight look at the Bondou 

• See the Life of Wilhelm, by the Rev. ~fr. Bickersteth. 
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g ronnd, aml inform him when he ha<l fixed upon a 
place; but that he and his people must still follow 
Mahomet. 

"1'his being ended," l\fr. Fox continues, ." I told 
him I had one request to make; namely, that he 
\vould abandon the war he had in contemplation. 
In reply to my request, the Almamy asked, 'Vhy I 
did not wish him to go to war? I answered, Frorn 
the misery that must of necessity follow; but espe-
cially because of the Divine cornmand given to 
Moses, ' rf110u shalt do no murder.' , Shortly after 
this, I shook hands with this powerft~l chief, anel we 
returned to our lodgings at Boollibanny. 

" About an hour after°\'vards, to rny surprise anel 
that of others, the Almamy and his war-tribe carne 
galloping home." 

l\fr. Freeman's visit to Ashantee has been already 
noticed. On this occasion bis converts gave proof of 
the effect of the gospel which he had preached to them. 
No nation could have been more barbarously treated by 
another, than the Fautees by the Ashantees; who 
had exercised their power in the most forocious man-
ner, not only slaying them by thousands in the field, · 
anel destroying their villages, but putting hundreds of 
them to death by torture. It has been only British 
protection that lias preseáed the weaker race; yet 
no sooner did the ill-used Fantees hear of Mr. Free-
man's views than they entered .fully into tliem, anel 
became, as he says, " not only willing, but anxious 
for him to go up to Coomftssie." Such a salutary 
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feeling has religion wrought in them, that they are 
now making a voluntary subscription to send the 
gospel to their blood-thirsty enemies. 

"\iV e have also seen the results of .1\fr. Freeman's 
evpedition ; the irnpression made úpon bis mind was 
thus stated by himself after his return. " I am happy 
to inform you, that througb the mercy of the God 
of rnissions, I have surmounted every difficulty, and 
returned fully satisfied that even the sanguinary 
Asbantees are ready to receive the gospel, and that, 
as soon as the committee can senda good supply of 
missionaries to this station, we shall, by the blessing 
of God, establish a mission arnong that people." * 

Iu their last report, the Church Missionary Society 
state that they also hope soon to be able to extend 
t,heir operations from Sierra l.1eone into the interior, 
that some preliminary éxcursions had been made 
by the missionaries, and that the 1·eception they met 
with j1·01n the peopk was encournging. 

AGENTS TO BE OBTAINED. 

vVe have already seen the desirableness of edu~ 
cating and civi.lising the inhabitants of Africa; and 
a number of facts have been brought to light, tending 
to show, that there is at least as great a readiness on 
their part to recei ve instrnction, as on ours to com-
rnunicate it; the question now remains-vVho are 
to be the instructors? The climate is generally 
viewed as unfavourable to Europeans, and this being 

* Wesleyau 1'-:Iissiouary Notices, orember, 1839, p. 166. 
2K 
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the ca e, I lrnve ºTeat satisfaction iu fincling, thn.t 
from among the liberated Africans in our 'i\T est In-
dian Colonies, we are likely to be furnishecl with a 
number of pecons, in whom are united the clesirable 
qualification of fitness for the climate, competency to 
act a teachers, anel willingness to enter upon the 
ffOrk. 

Au important feature of the pre ent time is this, 
that the exertions of the missionaries in the vV est 
Indies are beginning to tell 011 their converts in the 
mis ionary spirit n hich they have imparted. There 
is a feeling in the heart of our emancipated uegroes 
toward the land of their origin, which seems to lrn.ve 
arisen spontaneousl) in various congregations. 

Last December, in the hope that openings might 
ere long occur for the employment of nat.i\re agents, 
I addressed, through the Rev . . Mr. Trew, a circular 
to the heads of missionary societies, inquiring ·whe-
tber tru hvorthy persons could be found for various 
departments of our operations. Before answers 
could be received, the Rev. Mr. Dyer, the secretary 
of the Baptist Mis ionary Society, transmittecl to me 
an inquiry on their part in the following letter to 
the committee at home, from the minister of one of 
their congregations in Jamaica. 

lYI.ontego Bay, Jan. 2lst, 1839. 
" \\ e beg to press upon your attention a subject of 

vast importance: and sball feel thankful if, at the 
rnry earliest opportunity, you will bring it before the 
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members of the oo!lll1Úttee, with our earnest reque~t 
that th.ey will ta1::e it into their prnyerfol and serious 
rion..,iderntion, and withou:t dela3 adopt m ea:sures fo 
realise füe desires of many thousands of füeir feUm.v 

hristians in thi island. The subjeet is, a. missfon 
to the interior of ~ e:stern Africa; the land from 
which the beloved people of onr charu.e, or thefr 
forefathers, were stoleny and wrhich is at present 
without the Ii JTht of the gozpel, aud su:ffe1ing nnder 
aecamulated wrong.s;. 1•

1 eJ their mini.st:e:r:, feel on 
tbi:s subjeet an in.tense mtend, v;-hile in their hearts 
the stn:mge.J; emotion.s are exc:ited for the I'erishing 
land of füei r fathers . T he couversion of fura to 
God is. the theme of their oonver~aticm and their 
prayer;E;, and the object o the:ir nwst :ardent de~íres. 
F or tlri~ they are mlling to toi1, and devote the frmfa 
of their labour, wbile oome are anxious to ~ them-
.relve:s, :md proc.iaim to their kindred. the love of 
Chri t in d .ing für therr salvation. I n :sholi,, a feel-
mg pn~vails among t.he memhel'$ oÍ onr e urch.e,H,, to 
eheek ifhich wonld be to injure their piefy; aml. we 
l.telimve wonld gdeve that Divme Spirit,, 1>y w. ooe 
gcacioa:s: infiuences tho e feelings have bem exciUd. 

" "f ere bemu no di.red oommnnira · on betw-een 
tlris isfand and Afdea.; and ew :Emtrre~ of in'omm. • on 
res;pe.c · u that coonb]'I being opened to oo,. we are a .. 

ler· to fu;: upon any pfan to ~rry our des;ire5: íuto 
effect, and are tberefore e e~iro that the oommiltoo 
hould give it aU tbe mm· de.rarion it demand ,. aud a:s; 

ead as :po1SEil:;le oommunicaitet. eir'~ntimen to us." 
2K2 
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The following letter to myself, from a highl y 
respectable gentleman, is of a somewhat similar 
character :-

K.ingston; Jamaica, Jlfay lst, 1839. 
"lt is very remarlrnble that before being acquainted 

with the movements in England, we had been acting 
in some measure practically on your principle. Three 
or four months ago a large meeting, consisting of 
betwixt 2000 and 3000 persons, was held in this 
city, for the purpose of considering the best means of 
Christianising Africa, by such Christian agency as we 
could collect in this island. I was president of that 
meeting, and on my return home, what was my 
surprise to find upon my table Mr. Trew's circular, 
inq uiring · to what extent a Christian cornmercial 
agency for operations in Africa, could be procured 
here ! . . . . . ~r e have had since anothe~· rneeting, 
when a society was organised for the Evangelisation 
of Africa, by means of native agency. The object 
has excited the deepest interest ü1 the black JlOpula-
tion, and I have no doubt be shall we able to make 
a commencement at least. Y our plan is rnuch more 
extensive. I think you may rely on securing from 
the W est lndies an agency of negro and coloured 
persons, efficient for establishrnents either civil or 
commercial, as might be thought advisable . A 
good comrnon education is generally within the reach 
of all classes now ...... The negro is naturally a 
very susceptible c1·eature, perhaps naturally the most 
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favourably disposed of any of the human family, to 
receive anel avail himself of the advantages which 
may be put in his way; but by some fatality, un-
accountable on any principle, save that ' the time to 
favour it had not come,' the tribe has remained an 
outcast, anel the country a ·waste. 

" One poor African, namecl James Keats, left this 
country a few months ago, really on a pilgrimage to 
his native land, that he might carry the gospel there. 
We are anxious to hear of him. He had reached 
Sierra Leone, and had, I believe, embarked in Her 
l\fajesty's ship Rattlesnake for the Congo nver, 
which he intends to ascend." 

I have also receivecl a letter from the Rev. John 
Beecharn, stating that a number of agents might be 
obtained from among the \iV esleyan negroes in the 
\iV est Indies, who are alreacly qualified for the work 
"to a good extent," and who, by the necessary 
training, might prove valuable auxiliaries to the 
cause. 

The Rev. Mr. Holberton, Rector of St. John's, 
has also statecl bis views on the subject, in a letter 
to the Rev. Mr. Trew, dated Antigua, l\farch 6, 1839, 
of which the following is an extract :-

" 'fhe subject of your circular has long occupied 
my mind ; anel now that it has come, soliciting 
inquiry on the point, I cannot help laying before you 
what seems to me a very feasible, anel comparatively 
inexpensive mocle of proceeding in this deeply in-
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teresting work. Instead of having a college erected 
in oue of the islands for the reception of native black 
and coloured youths of promise, I would respectfully 
recommend that an agent be sent to this island, and 
there gather about him a band of black and coloured 
youths, to be trained and educated expressly for the 
employments proposed in your letter, more especially 
as m1ss10naries. Nothing is bette1· than an infant 
sclzool as the .first training plctce fo1· tlze future 
rnissiona1·y, as he is there likely to be moulded into 
a pains-taking, perseveririg, simple-minded man. 

'' From persons so employed and approved, your 
agent might make a selection. Such as he made 
choice of should be trained by him, and domesticated 
with him for a time ; anel when the necessary 
measure of fitness was apparent, should be sent for 
one year to the Church Missionary Society's college 
in England. And when you forward them from 
England, send as their superintendent, one of our-
selves, a minister who shall direct their energies 
aright, bear with their weaknesses, and keep united 
heart and mind in the great work on which they had 
been sent out. I do not see how you can move a 
step in this great undertaking without sending out 
an .agentof decided piety, soundjudgment, and com-
petent ability, to instruct and direct those who are to 
he committed to bis charge ; but let him be no 
sectarian. 

" On fhe whole, then, you will see that I do not 
hold the scherne which you state in your letter to be 
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at all a visionary one; but am sanguine enough to 
hope, that if you proceed on the plan I have venturecl 
to recommend, you will attain to the desirecl end by 
a very speedy, anel sure anel safe way. I rejoice in 
the prospect of such an undertaking. It will be the 
most righteous compensation tbat could be rnaele to 
Africa for all the wrongs England, through for-
mer years, took pa1't with other nations in doing 
to her. Of a truth how beautiful will be to her, the 
feet of the sons of those who were cruelly tom from 
her soil in years past, returning to her shores again 
with the everlasting gospel in their hancls, anel their 
mouths opened to declare unto .her what God hath 
wrought.'' 

The Rev. J obn Clark, baptist missionary in 
Jamaica, stated to me, in a letter dated September 
16, 1839, "that the case of Africa was exciting deep 
sympathy amongst the members of bis congregation." 
He also named several negroes, already qualifieel to 
some extent, who were willing anel even anxious to 
enter immediately upon the work; anel stateel his 
full conviction that an ample number of native 
agents rnight, after suitable education, be available 
from the island of Jamaica, for the important pur-
poses of African instruction. 

ADVANCES ALREADY }fADE. 

To this it must be added that some advances have 
already been made. The Church l\1issionary Society 
have a normal school for the education of tea.chers 
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at Sierra Leone; by the last statement it appears 
that sixteen are now in the course of eclucation, uncler 
the effective instruction of the Rev. G. A. Kissling, 
who speaks favourably of his scholars. By a sum-
mary, issued May, 1839, it appears that there are 
5098 of all ages uncler the care of this society; anel 
the report of this year states, " with thankfulness to 
Almighty God , the steacly progress of this first 
established of the society's missions." 

The Report of the W esleyan mission for this year 
has the following paragraph, p. 68 :- " The state ofthe 
work at the \V est African stations is very gratifying, 
anel the openings for more extendecl usefulness are 
most inviting. At Sierra Leone nearly 2000 per-
sons are united together in religious fellowship, and 
the schools are prosperous. The stations at the 
Gambia are increasing in importance. At Macarthy's 
island the committee for the civilisation departinent 
are exerting themselves for the benefit of the con-
verted natives. The kingdoms of W oolli anel Bon-
dou, which the enterpri::;ing spirit of Mr. Fox has 
explorecl, anel other places, are open to the mission-
anes. At Cape Coast, the rapid spread of the 
gospel calls for the most grateful acknowledgments 
to Almighty God, who has crownecl ·the labours 
of his servants with signal success. Anel in the 
midst of the cliscouragements resulting from the pain-
ful visitations of diseas.e anel death, which these mis-
sions frorn time to time experience, it is an alleviating 
consideration that a native agency is rising up, by 
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which the work may at no distant periocl be prose-
cuted, without so large a sacrifice of life and health 
on the part of European missionaries.'' 

The vVesleyans have declared their intention to 
establish a college on l\facarthy's island. for the edu-
cation of children of natives of tbe higher elas es, in 
connexion with the experimental farm. One bene-
volent .individual, Dr. Lindo~, has engaged to give 
±: 1000 to this institution. 

The Church Missionaries have prepared, anel with 
the help of the Bible Society, printed, translations of 
the gospel of St . .Matthew in the Bullom, Mandingo, 
and Susoo language,;, in which they have al o 
printed grammars, or lesson-books, as well as in the 
E)o or Aku,* and the Sherbro. The American mis-
sionaries have publisbed elementary books in · the 
Greybo and Bassa languages. I bave before men-
tioned the vVolof lessons of Hannah Kilham. The 
Rev. R. l\í. l\Iacbrair, of the \Vesleyan Society, bas 
published a complete grammar of the l\íandingo. 
Another \Vesleyan missionary, the Rev. \V. Arch-
bell, has publishecl a grammar of the Sechuana lan-
guage of South Africa, which has been also critically 
investigated by the French missionary, l\f. Casalis, 
anel is supposed to be the key to tbe dialect prevailing 
from the Congo to Delagoa bay. 

* It is wortby of remark tbat the Aku language has been found 
to be understood by the great majority of the captnred negroes. 
Mr. Ferguson is my authority for tbis: from this circumstance 
important facililies are likely to arise. 
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1 am not amongst the number of those who derive 
encouragement from the vicinity of the Mahomedans. 
I rnust confess that 1 apprehend a more stubborn 
resístance to thc cliffusiou of lrnowledge, especially 
that which is the best and the most civilising, from 
the followers of the Prophet, than from the simple 
and docile, th~ugh barbarous, tribes of Central Africa. 
Mahomedani m also gives the sanction of religion to 
the Slave Trade, and even enjoins it as a mode of 
com erting the heathen. _ That people are " Kaffer-
ing, a.nd do not say their prayers, the dogs !" is suffi.-
cient reason for the true believers making war upon 
them,* and carrying them into slavery. Their pre-
judices are so deeply rooted, that some missionaries 
do not hesitate to say they would rather deal with 
Pagans than with lVIahomedans. 

Y et even with these there is some encouragement; 
to a certain extent they go along with us. There 
are points in the l\fahomedan faith which we rnay 
turn to account in attempting to introduce better 
instruction. The M:ussulmans of the west do not 
regard Christians with the sarne horror as those of 
the east; they seem to be favourably impressed by 
finding that we acknowledge much of their own 
sacred histor5 ; and with them, the names of Abraham 
and Ioses ~erve to recommend our holy books. 

\\ e ma. make common cause also with them in 
Africa, in our common abhorrnnc~ of the bloody rites 
and sacrifices of the Pagans. Thus l\fr. Hutchison 

* Denham, p. 149. 
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writes from Coomassie :-" This place now presents 
the singular spectacle of a Christian anda lVIahomedan 
agreeing in two particulars- rejecting fetishes, and 
absenting tbemselves from human sacrifices anel other 
abominations. The rest of the people, of whatever 
coun_try they may be, when the king's horns announce 
anything of the kind, strive who will get there first, 
to enjoy the agonies of the victims !" 

Hitherto education has been entirely ü1 the hands 
of the Mahomedans ; and in fact, the Arabic is, to a 
consiclerable extent, the common language of Central 
Africa. 

The travels of the Mahomedans hrve to a certain 
degree enlargeel their minds. Tl).ey are the leaders 
of most of the caravans, and some travel merely for 
pleasme. Mr. Fox mentions seeing at Macarthy's 
Island, a Moor who had come across tbe continent 
from Medina, anel was much interestecl on being 
shown on a map the places he hacl passed through. 
" vVhen questionecl as to the object he had in view in 
coming so far, his answer was, he merely carne for 
'take walk'- ' he wished to see the Gambia, Senegal, 
&e.'" l\Ir. Fox gave him the New Testa1nent in 
Arabic, which he read with tolerable ease. 

It becomes evident, therefore, that our way is not 
totally blocked up, but that there are many circum-
stances which will tend to facilitate our efforts for 
disseminating knowledge and religion among those 
who are the objects of our sympathy. Anel the 
encouragement anel stimulus to exertion which we 
derive from these, ought to be in proportion to the 
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magnitude of the enterprise we contemplate, and of 
tbe results we expect will follow. The elevation of 
the native mind, as it is the only compensation 
we can offer for the injuries we have inflicted on 
Africa, so it is the truest, the cheapest, anel the 
shortest roael to the downfall of the Slave Trade, anel 
of those frightful superstitions which it has tended to 
preserve. 

ln what way, tben, can this aelvance of mind be 
most effectually and speeelily attained? 1 ansH'eI' in 
the words of l\fr. Burke, when speaking on a kinelred 
subject, * " 1 confess 1 trust more, according to the 
sound principles of those who have at any time 
arneliorated the state of mankind, to the effect anel in-
fluence of religion, than to all the rest of the regula-
tions put together." The Gospel ever has been, and 
ever must be, the granel civiliser of mankind. Hap-
pily for Africa, a mass of evidence is to be found cor-
roborative of this assertion, in the Report of the Com-
mittee of the House of Commons in the sessions 1833 
and 1834, on the Aborígines Question, appointed to 
consider, amongst other things, " what measures 
ought to be adopted to promote the spreael of civilisa-
tion among the Aborígines of our colonies, and to lead -
them to the peaceful and voluntary reception of the 
Christian religion." A main branch of that inquiry 
was, " \Vhether the experience of the several mis-
sionary societies led to the belief that it woulcl be 
advi~able to begin with civilisation in orcler to intro-

* Burke's Works, vol. ix. p. 287: Letter to Dundas on Civilisa-
tion of N egroes in the Two Hemispheres. 
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duce Christianity, or with Christianity in order to 
lead to civilisation." It is a striking fact, that the 
representatives of the missionary bodies who were 
examined on that occasion, without any previous con-
cert between themselves on the subject of the inquiry, 
arrived at precisely the sarne conclusion, namely, 
" That there is no means so effectual, under the divine 
blessing, to benefi.t man for 'the life that now is,' as 
well as 'that which is to come,' as Christianity." 

ln proof of this-, Mr. Coates, secretary of the 
Church Missionary Society, observes to the com-
mittee: 

" I find the preceptive part of Christianity tends to 
make man peaceable, honest, sober, iudustrious, anel 
orderly. These, in my opinion, are the very elements 
of civilisation, in t-he moral sense of it. 

" The impression of its great principles on the 
heart tends directly to make him humble, self-denying, 
philanthropic, beneficent, apart from the consideration 
of those effects which may be deemed more strictly of 
a religious or theological kiud. I see in it, there-
fore, an arrangement and process by which the human 
mind is to be operated upon in a more powerful manner 
than by any other agency that can be imagined. 

"If I look at the world when, at the rise of Chris-
tianity, it found Rome in the zenith of her . power 
and glory, in the highest state of civilisation, a's civi-
lisation cou1d exist in a heathen land, at thàt period, 
among other practices, that of selling their prisoners 
of wa1; into slavery, prevailed. I find, too, in their 
gladiatorial games, man opposed to man in mortal 
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cónflict. And this not an accidental occurrence, or !). 

scene exhibited in private, but hahitually at their 
theatres, and to the most polisheà anel distinguished 
of the whole population. vVhat do I fincl at the 
expiratíon of a few ages ? Christi'anity gains the 
ascendancy, and these thingB are extinct. 

" I would only attempt further to illustrate thi s 
bearing of the subject from three or four facts of a 
recent date. At a recent period, suttees prevailed 
throughout our possessions in India-they are now 
prohibited: and this was effectecl by the expression 
of Christian opinion and feeling in this country. I 
look back on the enormous evils of the Slave Trade. 
The Slave 'frade is suppressed, and suppressed un-
questionably by the force of Christianity in this 
country. I come to a still more . recent period, anel 
see slavery abolished throughout all the British colo-
nies, and that at the cost of .f'.20,000,000 of public 
rnoney; the result most unquestionably of the state 
of Christian principle and feeling. 
-"' I now take up the question under a different 

aspect-I mean as it is illustrated by the effec~s of 
modern Protestant missions. I notice more particu-
larly those of the Clmrch .Missionary Society. 

'' l\fr. George Clarke, a catechist, who has been 
twelve years in New Zealand, thus writes :-' Here 
are a number of poor cannibals collected from the 
different tribes around us, whose fathers were so rude, 
so savage, that for ten years the first missionaries 
lived among thei11, often expecting to be devoured by 
them. A few years ago, they were ignorant of every 
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principle of religion; bad glutted in buman blood, 
anel gloriecl in it; but now there is not an individual 
among them wbo is not in some degree acquainted 
1vith the truths of tbe Christian religion. Not six 
years ago they conunenced with the very rudiments of 
learning; now many of them can read and write 
their own language with propriety, and are com-
pletely masters of the first rules of arithmetic. But 
very few years ago a chisel made out of stone was 
their only tool; now they have not only got our tools, 
but are learning to use tbem.' 

" l\fr. R. Davi tbus writes from the sarne mission: 
-( During the last quarter my time was principally 
occupied in preparing agricultural implements, anel 
in attending to my nafo·e employed about different 
work-carpentering, sowing, fencing, taking up the 
potato crop, and clearing land for the plough.'" 

""\Ve next turn our attention to the testimony of 
another labourer in the Christian :field, who no less 
strongly supports the preceding statements. 

The Rev. John Beecbam, of the ""\Ves] eyan Mis-
sionary Society, after expressing similar opinions to 
those elelivered by l\Ir. Coates, as to the sole efficacy 
of Christianity in establishing and promoting refine-
rnent and civilisation, with their attendant comforts, 
anel very clearly illustrating his idea by a reference 
to ancient history, proceed further to support his 
sentiments by referring to the testirnony of Kahke-
waquonaby, *a chief of the Chippeway Indians, who e 

* The _literal meaning of Kahkewaquonaby is "Sacred," or 
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name has been subsequently changecl into Peter 
Jones . . 'This tribe, notwithstanding their rejection of 
thc offers of Government macle to induce them to 
renounce their roving course of life, afterwards em-
braced the gospel when preachecl to thern, and de-
voted themselves to the pursuits of civilized life. 

Mr. Jones thus writes :-" 'The irnprovernents 
which the Christian lndians have made, have been the 
astonishment of all who knew them in their pagan 
state. 'The change for the better has not only extended 
to their hearts and feelings, but also to their personal 
appearance, and their domestic anel social condition. 
About ten years · ago this people hacl no houses, 'no 
fields, 110 horses, 110 cattle. Each person coulel carry 
upo11 his back all that he possessed, without being 
much burthened. 'They are now occupying about 
forty cornfortable houses, most of which are built of 
h_ewn logs, anel a few of frarne, anel are geuerally one 
anel a half story high, anel about twenty-four feet long 
anel eighteen feet wiele, with stone or brick chim-
neys ; two or three rooms in each house. 'Their fur-
niture consists of tables, chairs, bedsteads, straw mat-
tresses, a fow feather beds, window c~rtains, boxes, 
anel trunks for their wearing apparel, small shelves 
fastened against the wall for their books, closets for 
their cooking utensils, cupboards for their plates, 
knives anel forks; sorne have clocks anel watches. 

"Eagle's feathers ;'' the chief being of the Eagle tribe. He wa8 

baptised by the name of Peter, and assumed the name of J ones 
from his sponsor. 
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They havc no carpets, but a few have mats laid on 
their floors. This tribe owns a saw-mill, a H'orkshop, 
a blacksmith's s110p, and a warehouse, the property 
of the whole comniunity. They have ab0nt 200 
acres of land under cultivation, on which they grow 
wheat, Indian corn, potatoes, &e. ln their gardens 
they raise vegetables of various kinds, anel a few fHL\'e 
planted fruit trees. They have a rn1ri1ber of oxen, 
cows, horses, anel pigs; a few barns and stahles; a 
few wagons anel sleighs; and all sorti, of fa.rming 
implements. 

" The gospel lias of a truth now proved the 
' savour of lifo unto life,' n,mong our poor elegrndecl 
women. Tbe men now make the houses, plant the 
fields, provide 1he fuel anel provisions for the house; 
the l~usiness of the women is to manage the house-
holc1 affairs. The females eat with the men at the 
sarne table. You will be glad to hear that they .are 
not iusensible to the great things the gospel has clone 
for them. I have often heard them expressing their 
thanks to the Great Spirit for sending them mission-
aries to tell them the words of eternal life, which 
have been the means of delivering thern frorn a state 
of misery and degradation." 

'fhe testimony of the Rev. William Ellis, secretary 
of the London M issionary Society, is to the sarne 
effect. " 'frue civilization anel Christianity," he ob-
serves, " are inseparable; the former has never lJcen 
found but as a fruit of the latter." And he proceecls 
to show with much force and perspicuity, the ineffi-

2 L 
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ciency of a mere demi··civilization to penetrate to the 
root of hnrnan evil, and to lead to comfort and to 
Christianity. 

ln the report of the Lonelon Missionary Society 
for 1835, a comprehensive view is taken of the effects 
proelnceel by its labours in the South Sea Islands, 
anel which may serve as an illustration of the benign 
anel salutary influences of Christian truth, when per-
severingly pressed upon the acceptance of the most 
barbarous people. The report observes,-·-" Forty 
years ago, when this society was formed, the islands 
of the South Seas had been discovered, explored, and 
abandoneel, as presenting no objects worthy of fur-
ther regard. Their inhabitants were sunk still lower 
in wretchedness by intercourse with foreigners, and 
left a prey to the merciless idcilatry that was fast 
sweeping them from the face of the earth. To them 
the attention of our venerable fathers in this cause 
was first dire?ted, and a mission was auspiciously 
commenced. Idolatry was subverted, infant murder 
and human sacrifices ceased, education was promoted, 
converts flocked around the missionaries, churches 
were gathered, missionary societies fonned, and 
teachers sent forth, N ow, the people, fast rising in 
the scale of nations, have, as fruits of the Divine 
blessing on missionary perseverance, a wrítten lan-
guage, a free press, a representative government, 
courts of justice, written laws, useful arts, and im-
proved resources. Commercial enterpríse is pro-
moting inclustry and wealth, anel a measure of do-
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rnestic comfort, unknown to their ancestors, now per-
vades their dwellings. A nation has been born at 
once, and surrounding nations have been blessed 
through tbeir mercy." 

Testimoníes of this kind might be multiplied to a 
g1'eat extent. Tbe annals of missionary proceedings 
teem with information of the most conclusi ve cha-
racter, whilst tbe newly converted heathen them-
selves, ever ready to testify to the hlessings they are 
thus brought to enjoy, are heard to exclaim, " But 
for our teachers, our grass on the hills, our fences 
anel houses, would bave been fire ashe,s long ago; 
and we should have been upon the mountains 
squeeziog moss for a clrop of water, eati"ng raw roots, 
and smothering the cries of our children by filling 
their mouths with dirt, grass, or cloth." "W e were 
ali blind till tbe bird flew across the great expanse 
with the good seeds in its mouth, and planted tbem 
among us. vVe now gather the fruit, and have con-
tinua! harvest." 

No less striking is the evidence of Anelrew Stof-
fell, a converted Hottentot, before the Aborígines 
Committee. He is asked, " Have the character anel 
condition of the Hottentots been improved since the 
missionaries e ame among them, anel in what re-
spect ?" He re]Jlies, "The young people can now 
reac.l anel write, anu we all 'vear clothes; many of 
us have learned trades, and we are altogether better 
meu. \\ e have ploughing, wagon-makers, anel 
shoemaker , anel other tradesmen, amongst us. "\\ e 

2L2 
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can make all those things, except a watch ;rnd a 
coach. The missionaries have done much good, and 
they have tmned the Hottentots." 

The testimony of M r. E!isha Bates, who was a 
rnember of the Society of Friends, before the sarne 
Cornrnittee, furnishes the most convincing eviclence 
of the efficacy of Christianity in promoting the im-
provement of the temporal condition of savage 
nations, even where other means hacl failed. He 
observes, spéaking of the Indians of the United 
States, "vVithin the last few years we lrnve ha<l 
occasion to review the whole course of our proceecl-
ings, anel we have come to the conclusion, from a 
cle liberate view of the past, tlrnt we erred in the plan 
which was originally adoptecl , in making civilization 
t he first object; for we cannot count on a single indi-
vidual that we have brought to the full auoption of 
Christianity." Having been further asked, "Do 
your Society now regret that they did not begin with 
Christianity, in order to lead the way to other aclvan-
tages ; anel if you h acl to recommence the sarne under-
taki ng, would you now hegin with Christianity ?" he 
emphatically replied, "Dccided ly we should, from a 
full conviction that the attempt to civilize without 
Christianity has failecl ; anel that the plan now 
adopted is to rnakc Christian instrnction the primary 
object." 

F rom these facts, gatherecl from different sou rces, 
the inference does not appear by any means doubtful , 
that whatever methods may be attempted for amelio-
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rating the conclition of untutored man, THIS alone can 
penetrate to 1he root of the evil, can teach him to lovu 
anel to lJefriencl his neighbour, anel cause him to act 
as a. candidate for a l1igher anel l1olier sta.te uf 
being. 

The hope, therefore, of effecting Africa's civiliza-
tion, anel of inelucing her tribes to relinquish the 
traele in man, is, without this assistance, utterly vain. 
This migbty lever, when properly appli ecl, can a.lone 
overturn the iniquitous systems wbich prevail 
throughout that continent. · Let missionaries anel 
schoolmasters, the plough anel the spaele, go together, 
anel agriculture will flourish; the avenues to legiti-
mate commerce will be opened ; confidence between 
man anel man will be inspirecl; wbil t civilization 
will aelvance as the natural effect, anel Christianity 
operate as the proximate cause of this happy change. 

If, indeed, it he true that such effocts will folluw 
in the train of religion, and that Chri tianity alone 
can effect such cbanges anel proeluce such b]e .. sings, 
then must we pause before we take a single tep 
without it. The cause of Africa involves intere t far 
tuo great, anel results far too . tupenelous to be trifled 
with. The destinie of unborn millions, as well as 
of the millions who now exist, are at stake in the 
project; anel the question is one of life or of eleath, 
of comfort anel happines~, or of unutterable misery. 

I believe tbat Chri~tianity TI""ill meet the neces itie 
of the ca~e, anel "°ill p~·ove a specific remedy for the 
moral eyjl of Africa. 
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My next proposition consequently is, that it is our 
duty to apply this remeely if we can. 

One part of our national debt to Africa has alreacly 
been acknowledged by the ernancipation of our colo-
nial slaves. There rernains yet, however, a larger 
debt uncancelled,-that of restitution to Africa itself. 
"'e shall have much clifficulty in ascertaining the 
amount of this obligation. Hacl we the means of 
discovering the total number of the sufferers whose 
miseries we have caused, or coulcl we form the faint-
est idea of the nature anel extent of the woes which 
are justly chargeable upon us as a nation, the eluty 
of making reparation to Africa would be obvious. 

Next to the elebt which we ourselves owe, 1 can 
form no conception of a stronger argument in favour 
of carrying thither civilization and Christianity, than 
the existence of the Slave Traele itself, as it is founel 
at this clay, attended, on the one hand, by desolation; 
on the other, by a blind anel elevouring superstition ; 
anel in all directions encircleel by ferocity and carnage, 
by torture, by terror, by all the evils through which 
man can be affiicted ; anel thís variety of woes eneling 
in the annual sacrifice of 500,000 humaii beings. 

1 repeat, that a stronger proo~ we cannot have, that 
it is the duty of the people of this empire to take up 
the cause upon Christian grounds, as a measure of 
atonement for the injuries we have clone to her, as 
the only meam; now within our power of rnaking 
restitution to her still degradeel population ; and as 
the most successful implement for uprooting from its 
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very foundations that gigantic anel accursed tree, 
which for ages has nourished beneath its shadow 
lamentation, anel mourning, anel woe. 

Let but the people of this Christian country take 
up this cause as a duty, nationally an<l religiously, 
and no difficultics, however great, can, with the 
Divine blessing, hinder its success. 

Nationally and religiously, the duty is plain. We 
have been put in trust with Christianity,-we have 
been the depositaries of apure and holy faith, which 
inculcates the most expanded benevolence, and yet 
have not only neglected, as a nation, to confer upon 
Africa any real benefit, but have infüctecl upon it a 
positive evil. Covetousness has dimmed our moral 
perceptions of duty, anel paralysed our efforts, during 
many generations; anel now that the nation has 
awakened from its lethargy, it is high time to act up 
to the principles of our religion. 

Africa still lies in her blood. She wants our mis-
sionaries, our schoolmasters, our bibles, all the ma-
chinery we possess, for ameliorating her wretched 
condition. Shall we, with a remedy tbat may safely 
be applied, neglect to heal her wouncls ? Shall we, 
on whom the lamp of life shines, refuse to di perse 
her darkne s? 

" If there be any consolation in Christ, if any com-
fort of love, if any fellowship of the spirit, if any 
bowel of mercies,"* we must awake to the duty, 
amidst every difficulty, of freely anel liberally distri-

* 1 Cor. vi. 9. 
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buting to otbers thcwe rich aud almudant blessingti 
which have been entrusted to us. 

I clweU no longer on the point of duty, but proceed 
to prove that we can apply the Í'emedy. 

I have dwelt the longer on the facilities which 
exist for the instruction of the natives, in order to 
show that the attempt to raise negro intellect, and to 
impart moral culture and religious instruction, i's not 
of that forlorn character wbich many suppose. 'l'he 
facts I have stated are, I apprehend, sufficient to 
show that there is, amongst the Africans, a capability 
of receiving instruction; that there are agents within 
our reach, well calculated to assist in conferring it; 
that there is, in many parts at least, a thirst for edu-
cation, arnl a readiness to accept the services of rnis-
sionaries ; anel that, although the steps already taken 
have been very few, there has been some little 
advance. Other circumstances render the project of 
sending instructors more feasible at tbe presen t tha11 
at any former time. They will be carried to their 
destination by water. B~·itish steamers will be upon 
the Niger to protect them ( at the only time that mis-
sionaries want protection) on their first settlement 
among the natives. Missionaries fincl less difficulty 
than any other class of persons, perhaps, in winning 
the confldence of native tribes. The secret of their 
success, is, the spirit of fair dealing, anel the manifesta-
tion of upright and benevolent intentions, which they 
carry with them. 'l'hese speak to all men, but 
e pecially to tbe uncivilised, in a language which 
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they accurately comprehend, anel to which they freely 
respond . It 1vould seem, then, that the difficulties, 
considered a few years ago insurmountable, iu the 
way of an attempt to diffuse intellectual, moral, and 
religious knowledge amongst millions of the human 
race, plunged in the very deptbs of ignorant super_ti-
tion, ha\'e been in a great measurc rernoved. Hence 
it is evident, tbat the question i. not so much as tu 
om power, but as to our i.villingness, to provide the 
means of conferring the inestimable benefit of 
intellectual advancernent and trne religion. 

H aving arrived at thi point, it will naturally J e 
a ked, wbat scheme of instruction do I propose? 
I au wer, I hardly dare to propose any .cheme. 
Woul d ihat there were that charit. among tbe Chri. -
tian of the happier quarters of tbe world, "·bich 
1rnuld induce them to lay a~ide tbeü- minor diffcr- . 
ences, in order to make a combin ed effort, of t l e 
mo t determiued and strenuous character, to pour 
insh·uction upon Afri ca . But if this unity be too 
much and too good to be expected, we ma at lea.st 
hope tbat ernry department of the · hó~tiau church 
will ~eparately pre~s forward into that rnst field 
which will, I trust, peedily he opened, arnl where 
there js room enough and need enougb, physicall~ 

and morally, for aU. * 
* I harn no fear t:hat mi:;,,· onarie! to Africa riil be want' 

from on:r own country ; bnt it gi ves me fill•. - action to lind the 
follow:ing p~age in the uth .Mrican Commercial ~dwn:irer :-
" It mil be agreeable to all who can comprehend the granden:r of 
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I may, however, recommend-
Firstly. That in every settlement formecl on the 

views here laid clo-wn, the religious, moral, and 
industrial eclucation of the natives should be con-
siclerecl an essential anel funelai}1ental object, claiming 
the early anel careful attention of the founelers of such 
settlement. 

Secondly. That missionary societies shoulel, by mu-
tual agreement, subdivide anel apportion the parts of 
this common field, so that each section of the Christian 
church may have unelisturbecl possession of its own 
sphere of labour. 

Thirelly. rrhat immeeliate arrangements should be 
made by each for normal schools, * intendeel to rear 

this openii1g prospect, to learn that the people ofthe United States 
of America have determined to unite with the discoverers anel 
regenerators of Africa. ln a private letter, aeldresseel to a gentle-
man of this colony, which we have just séen, the writer, one of 
the heaels of a college in N ew Jersey, announces the eleep interest 
which this subject has alreaely exciteel in that country; anel he 
inquires, with an anxiety approachíng to ímpatíence, as to the 
course theír first missionaríes shoulcl take, anel the regions in 
which they are lilfely to be most useful. Thirty stuelents in that 
college, he says, will be reaely to start in a few months. At present 
their views are chieffy elirecteel to Central Africa. It is not im-
probable, therefore, that they may follow the course of the newly-
opened N iger." 

"' I am happy to say that this suggestion is by no means a novel 
one. ln 1835, the Moravians contemplateel a plan for establishing 
.an iustitution in Jamaica, " for training native missionaries and 
teachers for neeely Africa." The Rev. Hugh Stowell has recently 
proposeel "an institution akin to Bishop's College, in the East 
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not only native teachers of religion, but native arti-
zans, mechanics, and agriculturists, well instructed 
for the purpose, and themselves converts to Christianity. 

Fourthly. That the African Civilization Society 
now being instituted shall befriend and protect all wbo 
are engaged in disseminating the truths of Christianity. 

My object will be attained if two things are 
effected,-if a spirit of harmony shall reign amongst 
all who devote themselves to the benefit of Africa,-
and if, wherever channels of commerce are opened, 
or agricultural locations made, there shall be put in 
operation at the sarne moment a system of instruction 
which shall raise np and send forth teachers of all 
that Africa requires to learn. 

Indies, where those of the liberated Africans and of tbeir teeming 
offspring who should give promise of distinguisbed piety and 
talent might be educated as future missionaries to the land of 
their forefatbers." He goes on to say that, " witbout the services 
of converted natives, humanly speaking, very extended success 
cannot be antici1Jated. If, in other countries, this principle holds 
goocl, how much more in the case of Africa. There the fatality 
of the dimate to European constitutions, the untamed savageness 
of the interior tribes, and the multiplicity of their motley dialects, 
present next to insuperable barriers to other than aboriginal 
agency ." 



518 

CHAPTER VII. 

SPECIFIC S'l'EPS TO BE 'l'AKEN. 

I HAVE sufficiently ex plained what my olJject is. 
It is the deliverance of Afl'ica, by calling forth he1· 
own resources. W e contemplate that her popula-
tion, instead of being solcl into Foreign Slavery, and 
of perishing by tens of thousancls in the process of 
transportation, shall be employecl in the tillage, and 
in the commerce, which may be found at home. 
In order to do this, we must 

lst. Impede and discourage the Slave 'fraflic. 
2ndly. Establish anel encourage legitimate com-

merce. 
3rdly. Promote and teach agriculture. 
4thly. Impart moral anel religious instructiou. 

To accomplish the .fir/!d, we must 
Increase and concentrate our r:;q uadron, anel 

make treaties with the chiefs of the coast, the 
rivers, anel the interior. 

To accomplish the second, we nmst 
Obtain commanding positions; settle factories; 

and sencl out trading-ships. 
To accomplish the thinl, we must 

Set on foot an,.agricultural company. 
Obtain, by treaty, lands for cultivation, with so 

much power as may be necessary to keep 
the slave-tracler at a <listance. 
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The territory we obtain should be freely offered 
to us, witÍ10ut any kind of constraint. 

It should be iu the vicinity of some navigable 
nver. 

rrhe climate shoulcl be, for Africa, healthy. 
The soil should be capable of growing tropical 

procluctions. 
Its limits should be extensive. 

To accomplish the jow·tlt, we must 
Support the benevolent association now esta-

blished. 
Besides these special purposes, there is one general 
object, which must be carefully proviclecl for, viz. : 
that the agents employecl in Africa, whether on their 
own account, or in connection with an association at 
·home; whether engaged in comnierce, cultivation, 
or instruction, may be sufficiently protected. 

Of the work to he clone, a part belongs to the 
Government, anel a part must be executed by indi-
viduals. 
'The Government should 

Take on itself the whole d uty anel expense of pre-
serving the peace, and of affording the neces-
sary protection, to new British settlements in 
Africa. 

Increase anel concentrate our naval force. 
Obtain Fernando Po, ·anel such other com-

manding positions as rnay be fonnd neces-
sary. 
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Prepare, - instruct, - anel send out emLassier>, 
with all practicable dispatch, ( or authorize 
their African governors,) to form treaties, in-
cluding either, or all, of the following points" 
viz. :-Prevention of Slave-traffic ;-arrange-
rnents for legitima te trade or cultivation,-wit.h 
such privileges and powers as rnay he neces-
sary for their well-doing; anel with grants of 
land for cultivation. 

rfhe part '\>Vhich devolves 011 individuals interested ll1 

the fate of Africa is,-
1 st. Strenuously to assist the benevolent asso-

ciation already mentioned, the objects of 
which are-to assist individuals or societies 
who rnay engage thernselves in the task of 
educating the population ·of Africa ;-to pro.-
mote by every means in its power,-direct 
anel inelirect,-its civilization, cultivation, and 
commerce; to obtain and circulate statistical, 
geographical, and all other information con-
cerning that country, especially availing itself 
of the opportunity shortly to be presented of 
eloing so, by appointing agents to accompany. 
the expedition, which it is intended to send 
out in the ensuing autumn; ànd, lastly, to 
keep alive the interest of the people of Eng-
lancl on the subject. 

2ndly. To forrn an agricultura} company, which 
shall, hereafter, send out persons well ac-
quainted with tropical climates anel produc-



BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, ETC. 521 

tions ; to form settlements, guidecl by such 
arrangements and treaties as the Government 
may have made; to commence pattern farms 
and establish factories, well suppliecl with Eu-
ropean goocls; in a worcl, to use all the means 
that experience may point out, for a profit-
able anel successful employment of British 
skill anel capital in the African continent. No 
SLavm·y, no monopoly, forbearance towa1·ds 
tlze natives, anel iittm· enmity towa1·ds Slave 
T1·ade anel Slavery in all tlzefr jorms, must 
be the fundamental principles of such a com-
pany; anel an honest adherence to these will, 
in my fu11 belief, insure its prosperity anel profit. 

I have proposed two associations, a Benevolent 
Society, which sball watch over anel befriend the in-
terests of Africa, anel a Company, which shall culti·-
vate her soil. ln one sense they are entirely sepa-
rate; the object of the one is, charity,-of the other, 
gain. As they are elistinct in their principie, so, I 
think, they ought to be kept entirely separate in the 
prosecution of their details. Y et, it is impossible 
that they shoulel not subserve and benefit each other. 
It is impossible to spread eelucation, scientific know-
ledge, anel the civilizing influence of Christianity, 
without communicating that to the population, which 
will most materially contribute to the aclvance of 
commerce anel agriculture : on the other hand, there 
is no better way of aelvancing the moral and pliysical 
condition of the people, than Ly the introduction of 
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our skill, and the sagacious anel successful ernploy ... 
ment of our capital amongst them.* 

To the question which has already been repeateélly 
put to me, by those who have been moved to compas-
sion by the sorrows of Africa, ff/hat f;hall we do ? 
rny answer is,-Join the African lnstitution, '~hich 
we are endeavouring to revive; anel join the African 
Agricultnral Association, whic!t we are about to ei:;ta-
blish. 

* Statements and proposals of a more definitc nature respect-
ing these two associations will, I trust, be laid before the public at 
110 distant day. ln the mean time, it may be well to ou~erve, in 
answer to th~ inquiry in what manner it is proposed to work ]anel 
in Africa, that it is intencled that t110se employed as superintend-
ents shoulel be, as far as possible, of negro extraction, but that 
none should be sent but meu of moral anel religious character. 
That such are to be hacl 1 have, 1 trust, shown in the Chapter on 
the Elevation of Native Miml (page 491 ). 

But in what species of agricul ture is it proposed to employ 
them? ln the first instance, perhaps, in the cultivation of cotton; 
on lhe facilities for which 1 have clwelt at some length (page 332) ; 
but as we become better acquaintecl with Africa, we shall know 
how to turn its cultivation to the best advantage, aud of course we 
shall grow those articles which will finel the readiest anel most 
profitable market in the civilized world. 
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CONCLUSION. 

1 CANNOT close this work, without suggesting some 
considerations, which, in the review 1 have taken of 
the whole subject, have forcibly impressed themselves 
on my own mind. Great as is the undertaking, 
there are, at the present time, many concurrent and 
favourable circumstances, which have not previously 
existed. 

England is at peace. Since the abolition of the 
Slave 'fra<le by Great Britain, it is not too much to 
say, that there has been, both at home and amongst 
many of the nations of the continent, an increase of 
a benevolent and enlightefied spirit. Our sincerity 
with regard to the Slave Trade has been established, 
by sacrifices which admit of no misconstruction. 
The principles involved in that great measure have 
been carried out by the abolition of slavery, and by 
the willingness of the nation to pay the price of that 
most costly act of duty. Thus, then, we are in a 
condition ( our own hands being clean) to aRk the 
co-operation of France, Russia, the United States, 
and other great powers; and we have a right to 
demand from Spain, Portugal, and Brazil that they 
should no longer delay the execution of their en-
gagements. 

Again, there are certain circumstances, which ren-
der Africa far more accessible than at any formei· 

2M 
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period. W e now know the course of the Niger, 
and an entrance into the centre of Africa is opened, 
by means of this noble river. We have now got, in 
steam, a power · which enables us to traverse it; to 
pass rapidly through the unhealthy parts of it ; 
to ascend it against the current ; in short, to com-
mand its navigation. 

Beyond, and besides all these, there is another 
circumstance lately brought into existence which 
may supply us with the necessary agents capable of 
enduring the African climate. 1 wish not, with too 
sanguine an eye, to anticipate the course of events, 
but 1 cannot help believing, as 1 have- elsewhere 
stated, that in the present condition s>f the negro 
race in our W est Indian colonies lies one of the 
best hopes of Afríca. They are rising, under the 
influence of freedom, education, · and religion, to a 
rank, which will fit them to be messengers of peace 
to the . land from which their fathers were torn ; and 
already, though the time has been so short, various, 
distinct, and unconcerted symptoms have appeared, 
proving that "it pitieth them to.see her in the dust." 

At the moment, then, that a highway is discovered 
into the heart of Africa, and that a new power is 
placed in our hands en.abling us to command its 
navigation, and that agents present themselves quali-
:fied by physical constitution to endure the climate,. 
and by intellectual cultivation to ca~TY with them 
the seeds of true improvement; at that moment, we 
learn the utter fallacy and inutility of the system for 
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the suppression of the Slave Trade which we have 
hitherto been pursuing. 

But there is another consideration, though quite 
of a different order, which bears strongly upon this 
point. New markets for the sale of our manufac .. 
tured articles are urgently required, at a time when 
we are excluded from some of our accustomed chan-
nels of sale. 

Nor is the supply of the raw material less impor-
tant; new fields for its growth ought to be opened, 
.in proportion to the increasing consumption of the 
world. 1 firmly believe that, if commercial coun-
tries consulted only their true interests, without re-
ference to motives of a higher character, they would 
make the most resolute and persevering attempts to 
raise up Africa-not to divide her broad territory 
amongst them, nor to enslave her people, but in order 
to elevate her into something like an equality with 
themselves, for their reciprocai benefit. 

But I am well aware that it is a case in which we 
must act under circ.umstances of considerable dis-
couragement; and especially that of our great igno-
rance with rega1;d to the real interna} condition of 
Africa, both physical and moral. 

Upon any other subject, the dirnness of our know-
ledge would supply an unanswerable reason for 
pausing; but the state of Africa admits no delay. 
The cornplicated horrors which are crowded into the 
space of a single rnonth, furnish sllfficient reasons for 
all possible dispatch, and for adventuring on mea-

2 lVI 2 
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sures, which, under other circumstances, would be 
premature and probably rash. Better to faU into a 
thousand errors in the detail, and to incur the ex-
pense and mortification of the miscarriages they will 
cause, than to sit still, and leave Africa to her woeful 
fate. 

If nothing be done, Africa will be at the end of 
50 or l 00 years what she now is, and we shall still be 
as ill-informed, as we now are, of the readiest means 
for her relief. But if we grapple with the evil, we 
shall either find ourselves in the right road, or grope 
our way to it; and the very mistakes we now rnake 
will serve to direct us aright hereafter. 

1 am not so sanguine as to suppose that we can 
at once, by a single effort, solve the problem which 
lies before us. The deliverance of Afriea will put 
our patience and perseverance to no ordinary trial. 
We must <leliberately rnake up our minds to large 
and long-continued expense, to persevering labours, 
and to severe disappointments. 1 wish not in 
any degree to conceal from myself, or from others, 
these truths. 

But the question is,-Shall such an experiment be 
made ? There are two rnighty arguments which 
should prompt us to such an undertaking: the in-
tense miseries of Africa, anel the peculiar blessings 
wlllch have been showered upon this country by the 
rnercy of Divine Providence. With regard to the 
first, I ueed not again plunge into the sickening 
details of the horrors which accompany this bloody 
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trade, and of the s.anguinaq' r' tei>,, w· 
t e na me o · religion. \\ er we loo · t.o he -a .. 
spa eu- ic is there made a heatreo pnbr e mi ry·> 

r e cruate .1 ow many de ~ of cmelt.~ and c:amage 
oo perpetra ed en! J day · t e . ear • order 
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allegation, that negroes will not work, except under 
the impulse of the whip. It is confessed by every 
authority, that wages have charmed away what used 
to be called "the natural and incurable indolence of 
the African." I do not say a single word here upon 
the controverted question, whether the negroes de-
mand excessive remuneration. "r e may assume, for 
the sake of argument, that they are exorbitant. 'l'his 
may be a fault, though, under àll the circumstances, 
not an unnatural or surprising one; but this does not 
touch rny assertion, grounded upon all the paperswhich 
have been produced to Parliament, that, when satis-
fied with the rate of wages, -they do labour indus-
triously, and execute more work, in better style, and 
in less time, than when they were slaves. There 
never was a greater delusion, than that negroes 
could not be inclucecl to work for money. 

A nobler achievement now invites us. I believé 
tbat Great Britain can, if she will, under the. favour 
of the Almighty, confer a blessing on the human race. 
It may be that at her bidcling a thousand nations now 
steeped in wretchedness; in brutal ignorance, in de-
vouri ng superstítion, possessing but the one trade, and 
that one the foulest evil that ever blíghted public pros-
perity, or poisonecl dotnestic peace, shall, under Bri-
tish tuition, emerge from their clebasement, enjoy a 
Jong line of blessings-education, agricnlture, com-
merce, peace, industry, anel tbe wealth that springs 
from it; ancl, far above all, shall willingly receive that 
religion which, while it confers .innumerable tempo-
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ral blessings, opens the way to an eternal futurity of 
happiness. 

I have already confessed that I am not experienced 
or skilful in matters which touch the commercial part 
of the question. I tread tbis ground with cliffidence. 
I say no more, than that it appears to me that the soil 
in Africa being rich, and the people being fournl upon 
it, it is not advisable to carry them to a distance. It is 
possible, however, that some fallacy, unsuspected by 
me, may lurk under my theory, if theory of mine it 
c.an be called; but wben I come to humanity, jus-
tice, and the dutien of Christian men, I stand upon 
a rock. It may be, or it may not, that while we act 
under· the impulse of cbarity to tbe most afilicted of 
mankind, we arn a1co obeying the dictates of the 
mo t far-filghted policy, and the most refined ambi-
tion. It may prove, or it ma) not, tbat while ·we are 
leading Africa to gro v at home, cheaper uga.r than 
Bra.zil, and cheaper cotton tban füe United S tate.s, 
"'e are renovating the very sinew" of our nationaI 
shength. Be th · a ]t may, ITT.thout doubt it is the 
duty of Great Britain to emp1oy the ínftuence ruu:l 
the stren!!th whieh. God ha_ given h.er, in raIBing 
Africa, from füe dust, and e.nab1ing her, ent of her 
own eEour,ce .. , fo 1Jeat down aver. :and th~ ·lave 
Trade. 

I am aware füa i li; qui e a díffere.nt question 
e mea ~ I propo~e are practíc.able, a d!. 

fo be crowned wit.h ~ c.ces-. I 11e on"~ ro e 
na .. o to oon iâder w ether the ague ons . cm 
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offered, and the policy which 1 have ventured to re-
commend, are likely to eradicate that mighty evil 
which desolates Africa, degrades Europe, and afilicts 
humanity. lf it shall appear that my views are not 
chimerical,-that they have some grounds of reason in 
themselves, and are fortified by a great rnass of evi-
dence of a practical nature,-and if it shall appear 
that, whether we look to the great interests of huma-
nity, or consult the prosperity and honour of the Bri-
tish empire, it is our duty to procee<l, undeterred by 
difficulty, peril, or expense,-then I trust that steps 
will be taken boldly and rapidly, for the accomplish-
ment of the object. 

But if it shall appear that this, and every other 
plan is likely to he futile, or, if the Government shall 
not feel itself justified in braving the difficulties and 
expense which wíll be required, then rnust I express 
my painful conviction, that it would be better for the 
interests of humanity that we should withdraw alto-
gether from the str\lggle ;-better to let the planters 
of America satiate themselves with their victims, 
than to interpose our efforts, unavailing in reducing 
the magnitude of the evil, while they exasperate the 
miseries which belong to it,-better to do nothing than 
to go ou, year after year, at great cost, adding to the 
disasters, and inflaming the wounds of Africa. But I 
cannot contemplate such a result,-1 must hope better 
things. 

The case is now fairly laid before the nation. It 
belongs to no individual, to no party,-it is a distinct 
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and isolated question. l\I y desire has been to lay 
it upon the nati-onal conscience of Great Britain. 
There I must leave it; h,aving fully stated what I be-
lieve to be the only remedy, and the best means of 
applying that remedy. 

I find, in the sacred writings, a faithful picture of 
sorrows,-such as those with which Africa is now 
atflicted ; but 1 find also annexed to that description 
a prophetic promise, which we must fervently desire 
to see realised to miserable Africa :-

" Thus saith the Lord of Hosts,-Before these days 
there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast : 
neither was there any peace to him that went out, or 
carne in, b_ecause of the affiiction : for I set all men, 
every one against his neighbour. 

" But now I will not be unto the residue of this 
people as in the former · days, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. 

"For the seed shall be prosperous ; the vine shall 
give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, 
and the Heavens shall give their dews : and I will 
cause the remnant of this people to possess all these 
things." 
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APPENDIX A. 

On Facilities of rnaking Treaties. 

THE following instances may prove the disposition of the 
native chiefs to form connexions with us :-

Sir Charles MacCarthy, in giving an account of the 
negotiations for takirrg possession of the Isles de Lóss, 
states, that the treaty " was made with great facility, with-
out drunkeuness or bribery *." ln 1826 the king of 
Barra ceded to Great Britain, by treaty, a tract of land on 
the northern shore of the Gambia, 36 miles in length, by oue 
in breadth, for 400 Spanish dollars yearly; all slave-trad-
ing to be finally prohibited. ln 1827 the king of Combo 
guaranteed to the British crown rights nearly amounting to 
sovereignty over his domiuions, extending about 30 miles 
along the southern bauk of the river, and 10 miles along 
the coast, and from 10 to 15 miles in breadth, with the 
prohibition of the Slave Trade, for an annual payment of 
100 dollars. 

Treaties with the ki11g of Bulola and Biafra, rriade by 
Sir Neil Campbell, cede the sovereignty of those districts, 
anda right 011 the part of Great Britain to establish forts or 
factories, with clauses for the abolition of the Slave Trade. 
From the Pongas a11d Nunez rivers, little or 110 produce, 

"' Mr. H utton, acting governar at the Gambia, effected an arraugement 
with the chief of Contalacunda, which being deemed a place of importance 
by our merchants, h e did not consider 50 dollars annually (about 101.) ill 
bestowed in securing íts chiers friendship. 
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except slaves, is exported. ln 1827, Sir 1 • . Campbell saw 
the cbiefs of these rivers, and ob tained " the cession of t!ie 
most commanding points up the mouth of each." Mr. 
Hutton states, in 1829, that he made a t reaty with the king 
of 'i\' oolli at Fattatenda, and obtained the full sovereignty 
of that town, with stipulations in favour of onr commerce, 
for the payment in merchandise of 200 dollars annually. 
He also made a t reaty with the king of Bondou, and ob -
serves, " The object of 300 or 400 dollars is t rifling, com -
pared with the advantag-e that would result from such a 
connexion with both these kings, whose infl.ue nce extends 
not only through the whole of Bondou aud vVoolli, but also 
to the adj oining countries of Shendrum and T anda, cele-
brated for gold, gum, &e." Though we have uot availed 
ourselves of these openings,- tbough the payrnents to the 
chiefs. were soou suspeuded,- some benefit seems to have 
been derived from these engagements. Rev. T. vV. Fox, a 
~Tesl eyan missiouary, as appears from bis journal in my 
possession, paid a nsit to w oolli in l 37, and urged upon 
the king the benefi t.s of Christianity : " H e," say 1r. Fox, 
" listened attentively, appeared pleased, and said that was 
what he wanted; and if I 1rnuld come áud sit down ou bis 
ground, he would give me as much land as I wished, and 
his own children t-0 be educated." I replied. " 'Ibat if I 
sent a mi-.:sionary, I hoped he would protect him, and not 
a.Row anybody to trouble bim ;" Koy (the king) answered, 
« that he belonged to wbite man, and tba if Tobaha fodey 
(the white priest) carne to sit down in bis kingdom, nobody 
should, or would, trouble him." H e aliso said,, "'he hoped 
God would p reserve me; he objec:t I had in new wa~ rnry 
good ." 

T he k.ing of Bondou, also, whom lMr . F ox likewise TI:_ited 
in 1 3 , offored to gim him gI1ound for a settlement, and 
said, "'I'h.ey were all glad to soo him, and they lm·Pd hirn 
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very much, because he was a good man." It is somet.hing 
in the present disastrous condition of Africa, that there ~s 

a good feeling towards the British, and no rooted indisposi-
tion to listen to their agents. 

ln 1827, the king and head men of Brekama solicited 
Sir N. Campbell to take them under British protection: 
they stipulated to renounce the Slave Trade, and to enter 
into no wars, in return for British alliance, "an<l four pieces 
of baft annually." 

Governar Rendall gives a list of 19 kings or chiefs, on 
the northern and 20 on the southern, bank of the Gambia, 
with whom we have some intercourse or connexion. The 
total sum annually divided amongst these, for rents and pro-
pitiatory presents, reaches only 300l. This liberality is 
not without its effect. Governar Rendall reports 75l. spent 
in presents to chiefs and head men, on both ba.nks of the 
river, between Bathurst and W oolli, and says, " This ex-
penditure has not been in vain, as I have recéived intelli-
gence that the war in Carbo, which has lasted 12 years, is 
finally settled, both parties having taken my advice, and 
called in um pires to decide their difference: the paths 
through Carbo and Footah-J allow will now be open to the 
river, by which a great influx of trade must take place." 
Besides the tribes lying immediately on the Gambia, Gover-
nar Rendall says, that" messengers are often received at 
Bathurst from the kings of Boaul and Cayor, to the north-
ward of Bondou; Cassan, and Kaarta-Bambarra, to the 
eastward; and the Almanez of Footah-J allow, to the south-
east." 1 am aware that no definite ideas can be derive<l 
from this catalogue of barbarous chiefs: w·e have, however, 
evidence sufficient to show that the soil is fertile, and suited 
to tropical productions; that the forests are full of maho-
gany and valuable woods, and that the country yields gold: 
hence we may justly infer, that from a territory so extensive, 
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for which nature hac; done so much, there is a capability of 
large cultivation, and of considerable commerce. The 
Commissioners of Inquiry sent out to that country in 1827, 
report thus,-" When the magnitude of the river Gambia, 
and the various countries through which it takes its course 
are duly considered, it will probably be concluded that, 
with capital and enterprise, its trade may be increased to a 
considerable extent ;" they adcl, and I entirely unite 
with them in the opinion, " Great as the advantages, in 
this point of view, which it presents, they can never be 
completely available, without the establishment of a more 
intimate and friendly intercourse with the natives of the 
country." F'ollowing the coast, we come to the Portuguese 
settlements of Cacheo and Bissao; anel then to a belt of 
Slave-dealing states, extending to the Congo, and blocking 
out legitimate commerce from the interior. Here, however, 
we have some claims, of which we have not availed our-
selves. The fine little islancl of Bulama, in the estuary of 
the Rio Grande, belongs to Great Britain: it is unoccupied; 
and, in 1826, Governor Macaulay recommended that libe-
rated Africans shoulcl be located there. I find, in Captain 
Beaver's " African Memoranda," the following report of the 
cession of this island to us :-" The original purchase of 
the island .of Bulama, made by Captain Beaver in li92, 
was effected without any difficulty; though, on the first 
arrival of the English, they had offended the natives by 
cutting wood without permission, and in the quarrel which 
ensued, some lives had been lost." When Captain Beaver 
entered into a palaver with the two kings of Canabac, 
touching the purchase of their hunting island of Bulama, 
one of them, while he attributed the affray to om taking 
the liberty to help ourselves, wit.hout any leave from the 
native authorities, expressed his desire to treat with us 
amicably on fair terms. He saicl, " He was sorry for what 
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had happened, but that then they neither knew who we 
wer , nor what were our intentions : we were strangers, and 
we took their land." Being, however, convinced of the 
pacific and just dispositions of the English, and of the great 
reciprocal benefits that were likely to result from an Euro-
pean colony established in their neighbourhood, they readily 
made over the sovereignty and possession of the said island 
to the king of Grnat Britain, for 473 bars of goods ( about 
78l. 16s. 8d.) 

Two chiefs on tbe mainland afterwards put in a claim for 
a part of the price; and Captain Beaver, having ascertained 
that "there was some justice in these people's claims," wisely 
satisfied. thern, and bought their concurrence in the cession 
of the island, together with a still larger tract on the main-
land, for goods, the cost price of which he estimated at 
25l. 13s. 1 d. There ·were sorne further charges for Euro-
pean agency in these transactions.* 

Captain Bearer, at all events, did not apprenend that 
there was any difficulty in his time in obtaining any extent 
of territory on reasonable terms : for he proposes to the 
Government, that they should purchase between the 
Gambia and the Rio Grande a tract of 18,000,000 of acres, 
which, in his opinion, might be bought for 5000l., or less. 

* See the copy of these treaties in J ohansen's "Account of Bulama a.nd 
the Bulam Association," pp. 28, 29. 
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Vide Page 34 • 

.Abs.tract of a Lettf!'l! written in 1 35, relative to Fer-
'fi/.LJz-do Po .• 

Tms isfan.d belong~ to Spain, and was fonnerly called 
" Formosa," or the beaufi!ul ísland, a designation it well de-
serves. It has -tli.ree ranges of hills .mnning para1lel with the 
:north-east side of it_ th.e centre one rising into a mountain of 
aoon I0.000 feet in heigh • After some negotiation be-
ween.tlre gon~mnrents of En.gland and Spafo, it was agreed 
in 1 '27~ tbat ilie formxr might place an establisbment on 
he isiland for tlie purpose of focating upon ít such negroes 

as ~oti· lJe eaptured, and eman.cipated, under the Slave 
Trade Aholition TTeaties, anda governor was sent from bence, 
and TI11:ions 1bm1díng:S were ereeted; but sorne difileultiea 
ari • v in oon:equenoo of tl1e panísh Cwwn refwring to 
itransf'fil" :he son:>reignty of the ffihnd, ít was aband.oned, 
:after - m.ot!ay ora coo.;;;íderabfo sum. Thif> teroúmltíon of 
~ ~ is mos· dttply to be lamenred, as the íshnd, 
m ~:h~ kmds of ~ "Britam,, )Jfould prove a mo.st important 
and waluable ~ aa l'ega ili: hm' wmwn-oo; hut ít 
"Woo.ld. ·be . ·ltill ·.ioore importam. o th.e civi1i?..atíon gf Afrfoa, 
:iY~mi:m,g,, as • ooas,. d-2 "i to be e.entre 0f that vaa>t oonti~ 
lfil~ amai. 'f ".i m"'.i'~ to phmiJ!l hrcpiJi;t~ Í1s oecupatwn by 
fu.:alB ···~~ ~wo0md beinwalua.lu,.as ~11~prB{J@t:i>@WÍ9:t1 

a; .. he mrti.~ 00 aw !)pfg~ ~Q:ac (írmn r.rltleh.. ·{~ dilt'tant 
@_ :a. rew mil!õ:;,;;;) ó Ja11-oo:r OÍ "' E glish,. O'l:''tl' all mlwr :tla-

• , - ·!>,. :: 'lfffJ 11í3Jl.'ar.i>abb : · w :Síl'if :m.~ ·' mu" .ro.dín,,. na.-
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tion, it would prove a valuable acquisitiou. The Americans 
have already shown a desire for opening a trade with it, and 
in 1834 one or two vessels were engaged in w haling there. 

On the northern end of the island there is a very fine 
bay, where the different points of land form an inner and 
outer anchorage, and where from 400 to 500 vessels might 
ride in all the months ofthe year in complete security. The 
facilities for discharging and taking on board their cargoes 
are also very great, as they may lie in three or four fathoms 
ofwater within 40 or 50 feet of the shore, the depth increas-
ing greatly at every additional few feet : it is remarkable, too, 
that these seas are not visited by the hurricanes so preva-
lent on other parts of the coast, and that even the tornadoes 
are less violent than elsewhere. These advantages,joined to 
its immediate vicinity to the great rivers which penetrate to 
the heart of Africa, render it. unnecessary to say a word to 
enforce the desirableness of its becoming an English pos-
session. At the period when the island was abandoned a 
town had been laid out at the head of the bay, a consider-
able number of houses had been built, anda good drainage 
cut through each street. The populatioi1, then amounting 
to about 700 persons, were in a flourishing condition, 
being constantly employed in cutting timber, builcling, and 
cultivation, and the town was bidding fair to become one of 
the most-perhaps the most-important on the coast. The 
native population, in its immediate vicinity, was estimated at 
between 500 and 600 persons, whose ready submission to 
the English government ga~e every facility to the progres-
siva improvement of the new colony: they looked up to the 
whites, anel reaelily received instruction in the schools which 
were establisheel, anel they atteneled chur;:,h with great re-
gularity anel decency on the Sundays-on which days they 
carne into the town in great numbers. 

'Ihe island produces, in rich abundance, palm-oil, cocoas, 
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plantains, and yams; and it is covereu with a vast variety 
of trees, many of them of the mostuseful qualities: there 
are whole forests of palms, and many different kinds of 
trees which woulJ. be valuable for ·cabinet work; but, in 
a commercial point of view, the most important amongst 
its timber trees, and in which it a1so abounds, is that which 
is peculiarly adaptedfor ship-building, and which may bepro-
cured of almost all lengths. Several ships, both belonging 
to the government and to merchants, have been repaired 
with it at the island, and ma11y cargoes have been imported 
into Engla11d, and used in the king's and merchants' yards. 
The palm-tree is invaluable to the negroes, who use palm-
wine as a beverage. The soil is so rich, that no Jimits can be 
assigned to its productiveness: it is capable of producing 
almost every luxury in the vegetable world for the use of 
man and beast. 

Much has been urged in favour of, and also against, the 
climate of this isla11d; but when the timber, with which it 
abounds, is felled,-and this, if the island were occupiecl by 
the British, would be consta11tly progressing, as it is, as has 
been already stated, of a very valuable ki11d,-there ca11 
scarcely be a doubt that it would become, ere very long, the 
Madeira of the western coast: as almost any degree of tem-
perature may be obtained 011 the differe11t ranges of its moun-
tains; and the vegetables of the temperate as well· as of the 
tropical climates, flourish in its soil, which is extremely fertile. 
The water, too, is pure and abundant; game is plentiful, and 
its coasts swarm with fish. It is a fact well established, 
that, in plains in tropical climates where fever exists at a 
temperature of from 80° to 90°, it is not found on the neigh-
bouring mountains, where at noo11 the thermometer does not 
range higher than from 70° to 75º. 

2N 
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Extract ~f a Letterfrom another Gentleman, clated Cla-
rence, Fernando Po, May, 1835. 

"We anticipate with much anxiety the (we trust not very 
far distant) period, when. this establishment will be agqin 
resumed by our government : for, on investigation into the 
real state of the colony, it must nece~sarily take place, and 
then prejudices will surely give way, and truth prevail over 
the false represer1.té1.tions, through which, one pf the most 
beautiful and profitable spots in Africa has been so injudi-
ciously ab;rndoned. Indeed, I can, in addition to its beauty 
and great utility to British trade in Western Africa, safely 
say, that, in poin.t of salubrity, if not more so, it is at all 
events equal to any other British settlement on the coast. 

" Since --'s departure, we have drawn up our militia, 
and designated it ' The Clarence Militia Corps,' and I feel 
great pleasure ili stéJ,ting, that, considering the· short periocl 
the men have been under arms, and _their natural awkwarcl-
ness at first, I should not be ashamed to W!'llcome t.he Com-
mander-in-chief with a captain's guard, whenever Admira} 
Campbell will deign to honour us with a visit. 

" Our little town of Clarence has also undergone some 
alterations anel improyements; the town, which formerly laid 
scattered in the n1idst of a forest of plantains anel bananas, 
has been brought in nearer to the cove, anel properly laiel out; 
the streets are maele broad, anel cut each other at right angles, 
on either side of which are the houses anel allotments, of 
equal dimensions: so, that in what st.reet soever you may be, 
insteael of the suffocating atmosphere that formerly assaileel 
one, you now enjoy a cool anel refreshing current of air, which 
must certainly be conducive to health, and justify our anti-
cipating even healthy wet seasons. 

" While we go on thus improving among ourselves, I do 
not despair of working a complete revolution ín the manners 
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and habits of the aborigines, who are rapidly becoming 
inhabitants among us, and are already beginning to adopt 
our customs; assume a more active anc.l industrious cha-
racter; and supply us with much greater quantities of 
palm-oil than formerly." 

APPENDIX ,e. 

Copy of a Despatclt from General Timier to Em'l Bathurst. 

Dated Sierra Leone, Jm111m'y 25th, 1826. 

" It is found that, under this system of putting them (the 
liberated Africans) to easy. anel regular labour such as they 
have been useel to, on their landing from slave-ships, they 
become very orelerly good labourers; but in the cases where 
they have been located in 'the villages, anel have receiyed 
gratuitous maintenance, they can, with difficulty, be induced 
to give a day's labour for gooel wages. 

" It woulel but leael to disappointment to imagine that a 
large mass of poor ignorant people, without capital, skill, or 
industry, could be brought to maintain themselves, anel to 
raise articles of export, without the assistance of labour-
wages. Coulel such a system succeed even in England, the 
poor rates might soon be abolished." 

General Turner further says, that if men of colmn· who 
understand the cultivation of cotton anel coffee, were brought 
from the W est Indies, to superintenel such plantations as 
would not fail uneler such facilities to be formed by 
capitalists, he is satisfied much woulel be clone in a few 
years for the improvement of the country. * 

* Parliamentary Papers, Sierra Leone, p. 7, Session 1830, No. 57. 
2N2 
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Copy of a D espatclt .from L :'eutenant-Colonel D enlwm, * 
General Superintendent of tlze Liberatecl A.frican D e-
partment. 

Dated Sierra Leo11e, May 21st, ·1827. 

" What this colony, or rather the liberated Africans, have 
felt the most want of is, instruct.ion, capital, and example: 
with the very little they have had of either, conveyed in a 
manner likely to benefit them generally, it is to me, daily, 
an increasing subject of astonishment, that the liberated 
Africans settled here have clone so much for themselves as 
they have. 

" I have not observecl any disinclination for voluntary 
labour: it appears to be a system perfectly understood anel 
practisecl by the l iberatecl Africans here; anel strengthens _ 
with their strength, as they become more sensible ofthe sweets 
of labour, by enjoying the profits of it, anel the comforts 
those profits enable them to purchase: indeecl, to the many 
hundrecls of liberatecl Africans that have been employed as 
labourers on the different Government works, as well as on 
the buildings erecteel by private inelivieluals, dming the last 
few years, may in some measure be attributed the compara-
tirely small number of agricultural labourers in the villagcs. 

" Labourers' wages have varied from ls. to 6cl. per day: 
yet has there uever been a deficiency of liberated Africans, 
who were willing to labour for hire. On the Naval Stores, 
now erecting by contract ou King Tom's Point, are nearly 
200 liberated African labourers, who work well anel steadil y, 
at 20s. per month, one-half paid in money, anel the re-
mainder in goods taken from the stores of the merchants 
who have the contract. 

" The periocl of labour also forms a longer portion of the 
clay here than even in the South of Europe, where for se-

"'The cclebrated African traveller, and evcn!ually Governar of Sierra 
Leoue, 
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veral hours, when the sun has most power, a general cessa-
tion of labour, or indeecl employment, takes place. La-
bourers in this colony work from six in the morning till five 
in the afternoon, ·constantly, with the exception of the hour 
from nine till ten, which they are allowed for breakfast. 

" Husbandry anel practical agriculture should be en-
couraged by every possible means; but yet I am inclined to 
think the kinel of labour in which so many of the liberateel 
Africans have been anel still are employeel, has been upon 
t.he whole beneficial to them: they must acquire intelligence, 
habits of regularity, anel steaely labour, with much general 
knowleelge, by being employeel with artificers, anel watch-
ing the progress of the public builelings from the founelatio 
to the roof,-the roof, to t.he finishecl whole,-as in the case 
of the extensive Barracks, anel a very hanelsome building 
inteneleel for the Naval stores, which are both nearly com-
pleted. 

"They are already sensible of the rewards of inelustry, 
by being in possession of the profits; anel the aelvantage of 
property is becoming daily an increased object of interest. 

" An anxious desire to obtain anel enjoy the luxuries of 
life is apparent in every village, from the oldest settler to 
the liberatecl African of yesterday. European articles of 
elress are the first objects of their desire, anel for the means 
of acquiring these both sexes will cheerfully labour; anel a 
gradual improvement has taken place in their dwellings, as 
they become possessed of the necessary means for that pur-
pose. Of the practicability of introelucing free labour 
amongst the liberated Africans settled here, I have not the 
slightest doubt, nor do I believe they woulel work half as 
well in any other way, unless the greatest cruelty shoulel be 
exerciseel towards them. 

"My opinion on this subject is formeel from f~cts, collecteel 
during an actual residence in each of the settlernents of 
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liberated Africans, of from one to three weeks, and I shall 
merely state those facts, as I consider them better than any 
reasoning. The uumber of frame-houses with stone founda-
tions, and also stone houses, has increased in all the villages, 
particularly the mountain ones of Glouc·ester and Regent. 
Three sold during the last three years at W ellington. There 
are seven stone houses nearly finished, all begun during the 
last two years. The owners of these habitations, which cost 
them from 100 to 200 dollars, have all acquired the means 
of so permanently establishing themselves, by .free labour 
and industry : they were all, with the exception of a few dis-
charged soldiers from the Fourth W est Judia Regiment, 
landed from the ships here after capture, and merely given 
a lot of ground and rations for a time : they became masons, 
carpenters, coopers, smiths, and farmers. 

" The market.s at Freetown are supplied with fruit and 
- vegetables, almost exclusively, by the mountain villages; and 

from 80 to 100 men, women, boys, and girls, are to be seen 
daily on the hill leading to Gloucester town, with the pro-
duce of their farms and garelens. This is also entirely the re-
ward of their own industry anel perseverance, for not the 
least instruction on this important branch oflabour have they 
ever received. "* 

Major Ricketts in a despatch, dated June 30th, 1829, 
speaking of the produce raised by the liberated Africans, 
says:-

" The value of these articles may be estimateel by the 
well-known fact, that a labouring man can go into the mar-
ket anel purchase as much food for a penny-halfpenny as 
will suffice for two meals. Some of the persons supplying the 
market are known to travei from \Yaterloo and Hastings, 
the former being 22, and the latter 16 miles from Freetown, 
carrying their produce in ba~kets on their heaels. This kind 

* Papers relative to Sierra Leone, September, 1830, No. 57, p. 15-17. 
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of industry clearly manifests the desire the liberated Afri-
cans have to labour voluntarily, to enable them, by honest 
means, to become possessed of those luxuries, which they see 
their more wealthy brethren enjoying."* 

APPENDIX D. 

Playford Hall, l7th July, 1839. 
M y DEAR FRIEND' 

Having read your little book, bearing the name of " The 
Remecly," I congratulate you on having at last discoverecl 
a way, which if followed up in all its parts, would most cer-
tainly lead to the abolition of that execrable traffic callecl 
the Slave Tracle. 

Two of the measures which you hold forth to accomplish 
this object, are the employment of steamers in conjunction 
with sailing vessels, and the annexation of the islancl of 
Fernando Po to our foreign possessions. Simple anel in-
significant as the means may at first sight appear, they will 
be decisive in their consequences, and fully answer the end 
as far as the capture and clestruction of slave-vessels are 
concernecl. Steamers, it is obvious, will come up with these, 
at times and seasons, when our best sailing ships cannot 
touch them, anel Fernando Po is a station, in the sigltt of 
which eiglit-tenths of the existing slaves must pass to be 
carried on. Commoclore Bullen, whom you have quoted, 
says, " that if a look-out be kept from the shore of this bay, 
(in Fernando Po) scarcely a vessel could leave the Bonny, 
Calabars, Bimbia, anel Camaroon rivers, withotlt being 
observed time enough to signalize 1.o any vessel lying in the 
bay to intercept her ;" anel he cites as an insfance the cap-
ture of a slaver Le Daniel by his own vessel. This capture 

"' Papers i·elative to Sierra Leone, September, 1830, No. 57, p . . 39. 
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was effectecl within four hours after first seeing her, although 
his vessel was then lying at anchor in t.he bay. Taking in 
these three happy circumstances together, the employment of 
steamers, the vicinity of Fernando Po to the coast, anel that the 
island commands a sight of eight-tenths of the Slave Trade 
now carried on, I cannot doubt that ten vessels woulcl be 
captured where one was taken before. I verily believe that 
our cruisers would make such havoc among the slave vessels 
in three months, that when the news of what they had clone 
shou1d reach Cuba, Brazil, &c., the insurance there would 
be raised to a frightful amount, and merchants begin to 
query, whether it woulcl be aclvisable to send any more 
adventures to that part of the coast. So far for the first 
three months ; but after this, otb.er vessels would be on their 
way to the Niger, ignorant of what. hacl happened, anel 
would share the sarne fate. Here a fresh report of captures 
would be communicated to the people of Brazils, Cuba, &c., 
and what effect would this produce there? No insurance 
at any rate! No heart to venture again in this trade ! Anel 
here I cannot help stating the benefit that Fernando Po 
woulcl be to the slaves who should be captured on these 
occasions : instead of being carried to Sierra .Leone, as 
heretofore, many of them in a diseased stat.e, a voyage of 
five or six weeks, during which a prodigious loss of life has 
occurred, they woulcl be lancled there in health in three or 
four days, some of them in a few hours, where they would 
be liberated, anel set to work, anel earn their. own main-
tenance immediately. I have been writing hitherto under 
the supposition that we are at liberty to take vessels of this 
description bearing the Portuguese flªg. It is said that a 
treaty is on foot for that purpose with Portugal, but if that 

_should fail, existing treaties would bear us out in the cap-
ture of such vessels. 

But supposing these two measures should be succeRsful, 
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as you think they would be, in putting an encl to the Slave 
Trade, what do you recommend next? You recommend 
that a new tracle should be proposed to the natives in 
exchange for that of the Slave Traele, in the productions of 
their soil; that is, by means of agriculture, by which their 
wants, anel more than their usual wants, wou]el be supplied, 
so tbat when tbe new trade sbould come fairly into p]ay, 
tbey woulcl find, practically fincl, tbat it was more ~han a 
compensation for the olcl; anel tbat tbe rise of this new 
traele shoulel immeeliately follow tbe clownfa]l of the Slave 
Trade. But how is this new traele to be brought about? 
You answer by treaties with the native chiefs; by subsidies 
to some of them, whicb, though they woulcl be impórtant, 
woulel be of trifiing amount; by purcliasing land, which, 
though extensive, would be atten<led with little cost; by 
introdiicing settlernents among them, by which their in-
dustry wou]d be elirected to the proper objects of cult.ivation, 
anel that cultivation improvecl by our skill; by which their 
youth would be educated, their manners anel habits civil-
izeel, anel the gospel be wielely spreacl among them. 

There is no eloubt that if all tbese things coulel be accom-
plishetl, not only the Slave 'frarÍe woulcl be abolished, but 
the natives woulcl never wish to return to it. Now you 
have shown by historical proofs that all these things have 
been already dane in many instances in clifferent parts of 
Africa, anel that the results have been highly favourable, 
anel this, without any particular pains being taken, except 
at Sierra Leone; in fact, without any but 01:elinary stimulus 
being given, the natives being left to their own will anel 
pleasure, anel without any other incitement than the pro-
tection which a settlement in this vicinity afforeled them, 
anel a simple eleclaration, " that they should be paiel for 
their labour." What woulel be the case then, were a great 
company established in Englanel, whose constant object 



548 APPENDIX D. 

would be to excite their energies by the prospect of a suit-
able reward, and by instructing them how to earn it? 

Let us now see what these historical proofs are ( and I 
shall quote from them very briefly) on which you place so 
much reliance. Sierra Leone offers itself for consicleration 
first. Y ou say that " the accounts, soon after the settle-
ment was formed there, stated that the natives crowcled round 
the colony, both fo1· education and for trade, and that the 
beneficial effect upon them in inducing them to quit slave 
trading, was instantaneous. That effect !tas been continued, 
and has extended in the neighbourhood of Sierra Ledne to 
a very considerable distance round the colony. Traders 
bring down ivory, gold-dust, and palro oil as usual. Of 
late years a very irnportant branch lias been added to the 
legal trnde for the cutting of timber for the British N avy, 
&e. &c. 

The river Gambia presents itself next. " ln the year 
1814," says Mr. Bandinel, "a colohy was formed at St. 
Mary's on this river. This colony has increased and 
flourished beyond all reasonable calculatioh, and is already 
rnore powe1ful anel wealtliy than any of those older settle-
ments of the British in Africa, which were formed for the 
purpose of promoting the Slave Trade."-" The beneficial 
effects of this settlement at St. Mary's on all the tribes along 
the banks of the Gambia, are perhaps still more prominent 
than those which have taken place round Sierra Leone." 

ln the year 1833, a mission in connexion with the 
Wesleyan Society was established at Mac Carthy's island. 
" Before the abolition of the Slave Trade," says the Rev. 
Mr. Macbriar, "there were considerable factories here, but 
now that the slave market is abolished, and the natives can 
find a ready market for the produce of their lands by 
means of the British merchants, the cultivation of tlie _ soil 
increases every year; anel the aborígines have been heard 
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to say, that they now wish they hacl their slaves back again, 
because they could get more by their labour than they dicl 
by selling them to Europeans." 

Let us add another ofyour proofs. The Rev. J. Morgan, 
to whof!l the Foulah mission in the same river partly owes 
its origin, r~commenels the purchase of t.racts of lanel aeljoin-
ing-' the principal rivers. He says, " that thousanels woulel 
flee to such places of refoge as soon as they could be 
assureel of protection, anel thus a dense free population 
woulel soon spring up, anel commerce woulel rapidly ex-
tenel." I myself am conqecteel by :;;ubscription with a 
settlement in this river, anel the accounts from thence, 
which I see yeariy, are full of the anxious desire mani-
festeel by the natives on the banks of it, to be uncler our 
protection, anel to cultivate their lands in peace, anel to be 
civilizeel anel christianized. 

W e come now to the Golel Coast. ln no part of Africa, 
says the Governor, M 'Lean, was the Slave Trade more firmly 
rooteel, or more systematically carried on than in these set-
tlements." "But a great change has taken place since its 
abolition. The soil, which formerly dicl not yielel sufficient 
for the sustenance of the inhabitants, now ajfords to export 
a very large amount of corn to Madeira," "besides greatly 
increased quantities of gold-dust anel ivory." "The exports 
to Great Britain amount to f;l60,000 per annum." For-
merly "the whole country was one scene of oppression, 
cruelty, a.nd elisorder, so that a tracler clarecl not go twenty 
miles into the bush. At present our communication with 
the interior is as free and safe as between England anel 
Scotland." Aeld to this the statement, that" several hun-
dreels of the natives, through the labours of' the Wesleyan 
missionaries, have embraced the truths of Christianity." 

Having now ma.de a fow quotations from what you have 
advanceel relative to our qwn colonies on ihe continent of 
Africa, let us quote from what you have said relative to other 
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parts of the sarne continent which are not in our possession . 
. The :first of these which presents itself in the arder of loca-
tion upon that coast, is the country in the neighbourhood of 
the Senegal. The natives having had reasou to suppose 
that it was the intent.ion of the British Government, when 
they t.ook possession of this river, to abolish the Slave Trade 
as far as their new dominions extendecl, were filled with joy. 
"Seeing no probability of any furt.her Slave Trade," says 
Mr. Rendall, who was a resident of St. Louis, in the Senegal, 
from 1813 to 1817, cc they bethought themselves to turn 
their attention to agricidture, and all disposable tracts of 
land were in consequence to be found in a state oJ cultiva-
tion. The inhabitants passed from one village to anot.her 
withoutfear or prutective weapons, and contentment seemed 
to reign not. only in the countenances, but in the humble huts 
of the inhabitants." This account. of M r. Rendall is very 
short. It is a pity that he did not dwell more largely, as he 
might have clone, on the extraordinary inclustry, which 
this belief of the abolition excited; on the great quantity of 
land put in cultivation for miles along the banks of the 
Senegal, anel on the markets which the people ha<l opened 
for themselves. I had an account of these particulars, as 
they occmred, from persons at Fort St. Louis, myself, an . 
had occasion afterwards to transmit them to the Congress at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, where I understood they were received anel 
read. 

The next place in oreler of location is the Islanel of 
Bulama, situateel opposite to the country of Biafra, anel not far 
from the great rivers Rio Grande and N unez. Here Cap-
tain Beaver, at t.he close of the last century, attempte<l to 
form a colony. Two of the natives of the opposite continent 
soon crossed over to him, anel though he told them "!te 
co1ild liave no clealing in slaves," yet their report induceel 
others to take service with him, anel he never afterwards 
wanteel grumettas or labourers. ln one year he employed 
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nearly t.wo hunclreel of them. H e never saw meu work 
harder, more willingly, or regularly, generally speaking, 
than they diel. Anel what ineluceel them, says Captain 
Beaver, to elo so? "Their elesire of European commoelities 
in my possession, of which they knew they woulel have the 
value of one bar at the enel of the week, or four at the end 
of a month. Some of them remained at labour for months 
ere they left me. Others, after having left me, returned. 
They knew that the labour was constant, but they also knew 
that their rewarel was certain." To this account I may just 
add, that I knew Captain Beaver personally, anel that I have 
hearel these anel other important statements from his own 
lips. H e was a captain in the royal navy; anel in private 
life he was most estimable, anel a man of high moral cha-
racter. 

The last place in the sarne oreler, but some hunelreds of 
miles further down the coast, which you quote, is the river 
Níger. Unfortunately the gentlemen you mention have no t 
been resielent in the interior of this country, anel therefore 
can only speak of what they saw anel hearel while navigating 
this immense river. By this river, says Mr. Laii:d, one 
hunelrecl millions of people woulcl be brought into elirect con-
tact with the civilizeel worltl, new anel boundless markets 
would be opened to our manufactm ers, a continent teemin g 
with inexhaustible fert.ilit.y woulcl yield her riches to our 
traders ; not merely a na tion, but hundreds of nations, 
would be awakened from the lethargy of centuries, and be-
come useful anel active members of the great commonwealth 
of mankind." Anel what says M r. Lander of the disposi-
tion of this vast population o~ the countries through which 
this ri ver goes ? "The na tives, " he says, "only require to 
lcnow wlw t is wantecl from tltem, anel to be slwwn wlzat 
they will have in return, anel much proeluce that i.s now lost 
from neglect, will be returneel to a considerable amount." 
But the most important eviclence which you have citecl for 
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this part of the country is Colonel Nicholls. He tells us, 
that from his long experience in these and other parts of 
Africa, " there is one means, and he is JJersuaded but one 
effectual means, of destroying the Slave Trade, which is by 
introducing a liberal and well regulated system of commerce 
on the coast of Africa." He then gives us the substance of 
a conversation wilh one of the native chiefs on this subject, 
in which he convinced him of the folly of trading in the 
bodies of the inhabitants in comparison with trading in the 
productions of the soil, so that this chief gave up the Slave 
Trade : and says, " I feel convinced that I could infhience 
all the chif!fs along tlie coast in the same manner : but to 
be able to effect tbis,, it would be necessary to have the means 
ofmoving with a degree of celerity that a steam-vessel alone 
would gi ve us."-" Steam-boats woulel also be of incalculable 
use to commerce, by towing ships over bars anel agitated cur-
rents, whilst, as a means of catching the Slave-ships, and pro-
tecting the coast from the depredations of their crews, three 
steamers would ejfect more than the expensive sqitadron now 
maintained there. _ I pleelge myself to put an enel to the 
whole of our expense, and totally to suppress the Slave 
Trade, in two years." O, how I wish that CoJonel Nicholls 
could be sent again to Africa for this purpose ! He is the 
only man alive to effect it. I know him well. His whole 
heart and soul are in the project. Besides, he has an inti-
mate knowledge of these seas and harbours, of Fernando Po, 
and wbat it can do towards tbe abolition of the Slave Traele; 
of the mouth of tbe Niger, and the great rivers falling into 
it; of some of the nati ve chiefs personall y, and of the manners, 
customs, disposition, anel temper in general of the inhabitants 
of these parts. 

But 1rhy shoulel I go further into "The Remedy'' you 
propose? It would be a waste of woréls. It has alreaely 
appeared probable, nay, more than probable, that if steamers 
were employed, and Fernando Po added to our possessions, 
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the capture of the yesseb concerned in the hateful traffic 
would be comparati\rely easy; that treaties might be made 
with the African chiefs, and sereral of them subsidized in 
our interest; anel that the energies of the nati l'es on t hat 
vast continent might be calleel forth iu a new trade, in the 
productions of their soil, (which or itself would sap the 
fo undation of the Slave Trade,) and that thousands and 
tens of thousancls of these natives· might be engaged ín it. 
Again, you have projected a large commercial and agricul-
tu ral company, which should take off their produ~e, anel 
supply their TI"ants. ~nat can you devise, and what can 
you desire more, to put down the Slave T rade anel to civilize 
Africa? I hope then that you will not be so diffident as 
you appear to be relative to the success of your measures : 
if they do not succeeel, none will. I have studied the sub-
jec.t for more than half a century, and gire it as my opinion 
that yours is tbe only plan tbat will answer . I cannot 
doubt tbat the Government would readily promote your 
views, if they TI"ere only persuaded that ít was probable that 
the abolition of the Slaye 'l'rade would follow, and that a 
great part of the country, the moral and religious part of it, 
woüld be grateful, very grateful, to them for so doing. An<l 
noK, my dear Friend, having read your little work twice 
ornr, and having formed my conclusions upon it, and find-
iog these in umson with your own, I thought that you would 
be plea_ecl v.:ith them; and thanking you, as ernry aboli-
tion] t must do, for the greatlabour you mm bave undergone 
in preparing your present p1mi, I remain, mth great 
regam, 

Your síncere aud afte~tiona e Friend!, 

Tao~L\s C'L&RK50N. 
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Sm, 
I rnention how my time has been chiefly occupied as an 

apology for rhy abbreviat~d account of the matter you are in-
quiring about; however, thus much I can stat.e and verify. 
When I was travelling between Der, the capital of N ubia an<l 
Epsambool, I rnet a slave ship descending the N ile, and as 
I wished to see what was going 011 iu the vessel, 1 went 011 

board to purchase some ostrich feathers. This was in March 
last, I cannot tell the exact date, as my journals are in Paris. 
There were probably 20 or 25 slaves, of ages between 10 and 
16. There was one mau about. 30 chainecl to the bifurcated 
end of a long pole; his neck was enclosed by the two branches, 
anel a chain from one end to the other secured him even 
from a movement of his head. The other en<l of the pole 
was locke<l to the floor of the hold of the vessel. It appears 
that this man hacl attempted to escape. 1 actually saw but 
this one vessel, but my interpreter told me that several 
slave vessels had passed us in the night. 

I was in the slave market in Cairo; I saw many slaves, 
male anel female, on sale; being an E uropean, I was not 
pennitted to see the white slaves, nor do I know that there 
were any on sale at that time. The black slaves 1 had free 
access to; and I was told that there were some white ones in 
the rooms. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

vVM. HYDE PEARsoN. 
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Copy o.f a Lette1· from tlie Riglit Honouroble Lord John 
Russell to the Lords Commissioners of Her Nla.festy's 
Treasury. (Laicl on the table of the House of Com-
mons, 8th February, 1840.) 

MY LoRns, 
Downing Street, 

26th December, 1839. 

THE state of the foreign Slave Trade has for some time 
past engaged much of the attention of Her Majesty's 
Confidential A<lvisers. ln whatever light this traffic is 
viewed, it must be regarded as an evil of incalculable mag-
nitude; the injuries it inflicts ou the lawful commerce of 
tbis country, tbe constant expense incurre<l in the employ-· 
ment of sbips of war for the suppression of it, and the 
annual sacrifice of so many valuable lives in this service, 
however deepl y to be lamentecl, are not the most disastrous 
results of this system. The honour of the British Crown is 
compromisecl by the habitual evasion of the treaties subsist-
ing between Her Majesty and foreign powers for the aboli-
tion of the Slave Trade, an<l the calamities which, in 
<lefiance of religion, humanity, and justice, are intlicted on 
a large proportion of the Africau continent, are such as can-
not be contemplated without the deepest and most lively 
concern. The Houses of Lords and Commons have, in 
their addresses to tbe Crown, expressed, in the most ener-
getic terms, the indignation with which Parliament regards 
the continuance of the trade in African slaves, and their 
anxious desire that every practicable method should be 
takcn for the extinction of this great social evil. 

2o 
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To estimate the actual extent of the foreign Slare Trade, 
is, from the nature of t he case, an attempt of extreme diffi-
cnlty; nor can anything more than a general approximation 
to the trnth be made. But after the most attentive 
examination which it has been in my power to make, of 
official documents, anel especially of the correspondence 
communicafecl to Parliament from the clepartment of Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
I find it impossible to avoid the conclusion, that the average 
number of slaves introducecl into foreign states or colonies 
in Amel'Íca and the '\Nest Indies, from the 'restem coast 
of Africa, annually exceecls 100,000. ln this estimate 
a very large deduction is made for the exaggerations 
which are more or less inseparable from all statements 
on a subject so well calcµlatecl to excite the feelings of 
every impartial anel clisinterested witness. But making 
tliis deduction, the number of slaves actually landed in the 
importing countries affords but a very imperfect indication 
of the real extent of the calamities which this traffic inflicts 
on its victims. K o record exist of the multitudes who 
perish in the overland journey to the African coast, or in 
the i)assage across the A tlantic, or of the still greater num -
ber who fall a sacrifice to the warfare, }Jillage, anel cruelties 
by which the Slave Trade is fed. Unhappily, however, no 
fact can be more certain, than that such an importation as l 
have mentioned, presupposes and imolves a 'rnste of human 
life, and a sum of hurnan misery, proceeding from year to 
year, without respite or intermission, to such an extent as to 
render the subject the most painful of any "·hich, in the 
survey of the condition of mankind, it is possible to con-

template. 
Tbe preceding statement unavoidably suggests the in· 

quiry, wby tbe costly effortR in which Great Britain has so 
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long been engaged for repressing the foreign Slave Trade 
ha ve proved thus iueffectual? Without pausing to enu me-
rate the many concurrent causes of failure, it may be suffi-
cient to say that such is the difference between the price at 
which a slave is bought on the coast of Africa and the price 
for which he is sold in Brazil or Cuba, that the importer 
receives back his purchase-money tenfold on the safe arrival 
of his vessel at the port of destination. It is more than 
probable that the general profits of the trade, if accurately 
calculated, would fall exceedingly below this estimate, as 
indeecl it is certaiu that in many cases it is carried on at a 
ruinous loss. But your Lordships are well aware, how 
powerful and constant an impulse may be given to any 
species of illegal traffic, however hazardo1~s, when they who 
eng age in it are allured by the hope of very large and q uick 
returns, if their good fortunes could enable them to escape 
the penalties of the law. It may therefore be readily under-
stoocl how effective is such a stimulus, when, as iu the case 
in question, the law itself is regard.ed with general clisfavour 
in the society to which the violator of it belongs, and is 
reluctantly executecl by the government of that society. We 
must add to this exciting motive the security which is derived 
from insurauces, anel insurance companies, which are carried 
on to a great extent, and combined powerful iuterests. 
Uncler such circumstances, to repress the foreign Slave 
Trade by a marine guard would scarcely be possible, if the 
whole British navy could be employed for that purpose. It 
is an evil which can never be aclequately encountereçl by 
any system of mere prohibition anel penallies. 

Her Majesty's confidential advisers are therefore com-
pellecl to admit the conviction that it is indispensable to 
enter upon some new preventive system, calculatecl to arrest 
the foreign Slave Tracle in its source, by counteracting the 

2o2 
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principles by which it is now sustained. Although it may 
be impossible to check the cupidity of tbose who purchase 
slaves for exportation from Africa, it may yet be possible to 
force on those, by whom they are sold, the persuasion that 
they are engaged in a traffi.c, opposetl to their own interests 
when correctly understood. 

Vvith this view it is proposed to establish new commer-
cial relations with thosc African chiefs or powers within 
whose dominions the internal Slare Tra<le of Africa is car-
ried on, and the external Slare Tra<le suppliecl with its 
victims. To this encl the Queen has clirectecl Her Minis-
ters, to negotiate conventions or agreements with those 
chiefs and powers, the basis of which conventions woulcl be, 
first, the abandonment and absolute prohibition of the 
Slave Trade; and, secondly, the admission for consurnption 
in this country, on favomable terrns, of goods the produce 
or manufacture of the territories subject to thern. Of those 
chiefs, the most consiclerable rule over the countries adja-
cent to the Kiger and its great tributary streams. It is 
therefore proposed to dispatch an expedition which woul<l 
ascend that riíer by steam-boats, as far as the points at 
which it receives the confluence of some of the principal 
rivers falling into it from the eastward. At these, or at any 
other stations which rnay be found more favourable for the 
prornotion of a legitimate commerce, it is proposecl to esta-
blish British Factories, in the hope that the natives may be 
taught that there are methods of employing the population 
more profitable to those to whom they are subject, than that 
of conrerting them into slaves, and selling them for expor-
tation to the slave traclers. 

ln this communication it woul<l be out of place, and 
indeed impracticable, to enter upon a full cletail of the plan 
itself; of the ulterior measures to which it may leacl, or of 
the reasons which incluce Her Majesty's Government to 
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believe that it may eventually leael to the substitution of an 
innocent anel profitable commerce, for that traffic by which 
the continent of Africa has so long been elesolateel. For 
my immedia' e purpose it will be sufficient to say, that 
having maturely weighed these questions, anel with a full 
perception of the elifficulties which may attenel this under-
taking, the Ministers of the Crown are yet convinceel that 
it afforels the best., if not the oniy prospect of accomplishing 
the great object so earnestly desired by the Queen, by her 
Parliament, anel her people. 

Having instituteel a careful inquiry as to the best anel 
most economical methoel of conducting the proposed expe-
dition, I finel from the encloseel communication from the 
Lorels Commissioners of the Admiralty, that it will be ne-
cessary to builel three iron steam-vessels for this service, 
anel that the first cost of those vessels, inclueling provisions 
anel stores for six months, will amount to 35,000l. It fur-
ther appears that the annual charge of paying anel victual-
lin g the officers anel men will be 10,54.6!. The salaries of 
the coneluctors of the expeelition, anel of their chaplain anel 
surgeon, will probably amount to 4,000l. ln aelelition to this 
expeneliture, Presents must be purchased for the chiefs, anel 
tents, mathematical instruments, with some other articles 
of a similar kind, will be inelispensable for the use of the 
persons who are to be engageel in this service, when at a 
distance from their vessels. I have some time since given 
elirections for the completion of this aclditional estimate, but 
with those clirections it has not hitherto been found prac-
ticable to comply. The charge for this branch of the pro-
posecl service will not be very considerable. 

I have to convey to your Lorclships my i:ecommendation 
that in the estimates to be laicl before the House of Com-
mons for the services of the year 1840, _the sums be in-
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cluded which 'll.re rrecessary to provide for the expenses of 
th'.e propósed ·expedition to the Niger, on the scale already 
mentioned, unaer tbe several heads of expenditure. 

r have, &e. 

(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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A. 
ABOLITIONISTS, African, 470J 
A bn-Muhammed, projected rail1·oad from, to Knrusku , 433 
Ada mastos, a slave vessel that los t 304 out of 80 0 slaves on her voy-

age, IG ~ 
Adams, an Englishman enshtved al Timbnctoo, 462 
Atldah Cudclah, an African tow n dest royed in a slave hunt, 85 
A ddahkuddah, a t ow n on the Niger, 472 
Advances already made in i11troducing educalion and religion, 498 
A fr ica, her early condilion unlrnown, b ut more flourishing than in 

modem times, 227; engaged in agricultura! pmsuits in the twelfth 
and sixteenth centuries, 227 ; evidence of Sir J . Hawkins in 1562, 
227; of Bosman in 1700, of W. Smith in 1726 , clescripti on of lhe 
country by recenl trnvellers, 2:!8, 47:? , 473; of thc interior, 474; 
inhabitanls in a demorali~ed state, 23 1, 290; the knowledge we 
possess very limited, 269, 277; reason to suppose that her condi-
tion is far worse th an it has hecn ascertained lo be, 269 ; her ca-
pabilities, 271, 280, 307, 4.J9, 476; disposition to trade, 2i 2, 476; 
much confidence in the British, 289; favourable disposition of 
chief"s in the interior, 290; importancc oi; as a field of European 
commercc, 305; hcr productions, 3 10 lo 337; willingncss of the 
people to laboltl', 328; hcr geographical posilion, 357 

African stalislics, 307 , 3 11 ; popnlation, 4 72 
African timber, exlent to which it is impor led, 478 
African trade contrasted wilh olher trndes to show its present insig-

nificance, 304, 307; its value 111 introducing civilisation and 
Chrislianity, 306; imports increased since 1820, 308; articles 
calc:ulated for, enumeratccl , 310 to 329; might be largely ex-
tende<l in colton, 335 ; at present checked by lhe slave trade, 340, 
472; the import trade into Africa capable of vast extension, 341, 
343, 377; facililies for commercial intercourse, 344; security ne· 
cessary, 358; principies on which all trnClc with Al'rica should be 
conducted, 44 1 

Agents, in ali cases, should be negrocs or coloured, 286, 454; to be 
obtained among lhe liberated Africans, 492; also from Jamaica, 
494; from Antigua, 495; from Wesleyan negroes in the West 
Indies, generally, 495 

A glae, a slave vessel, description of her stowage of her slaves, 136 . 
2P 
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Agricultural Company recommended, 518 
Agriculture discouraged by the slave trade, 226, 279, 483; its pro-

:fitable returns, '..\80; would be checked by the remova! of our 
cruisers, 284; eligible character of the country, 316; in Liberia, 
327; places adaptecl for co!ton, 335; practical effect in providing 
greater profits than are f'ound in the slave trade, 338; general 
rnccess at Sierra Leone, 37G; agricultura! school at McCarthy"s 
Islancl, 390 ; model plantations suggestetl by Governor Remlall, 
414; by Mr. Laird, 420 ; natives disposed to agriculture, 475; 
state of, at Kimba, 482 

Agnila Primera, slave vessel, 37 
Ahomed, lhe Arab master of Captain Patldock, 467 
Aku, language generally understood by captured.negroes, 499, note 
Albreda, a French settlement on the Gambia, 385 
Alcide, Porluguese slave vessel, 51 
Allen, Captain W., R.N., e·mployed by the Admiralty to ascend lhe 

Níger, 423; his views coincident with those of tbe Remedy, 423 
Allen, William, a slave trader, 123 
Anaconda, an American slave vessel, 40 
Angola, its slave exports, 51, 52; the governor of, a slave trader, 207 
Angornou, a market for the Mahommedan slave trade, 63 
Apoko, chief linguist to the king of the A shantees; 258 
Apollonia, conduct of the king of, in a slave-trading transaction, 394 
Arab vessels, employed in slave trade, 60 , 
Arabian slave trade, ils extent, G6 
Arabic, usecl as a wrilten Jang uage in the interior, 47 4 
Arabin, Cap!ain, his description of the nalive manufactures at Cas-

samanza, 1183 
Argent in e republic, ils sharc in lhe slave !rnde, 38, 53 
Argus, a Spanish slave vessel that llll'ew ninety-seven of ·her slares 

overboard, 15 7 
Arogan, a slave vessel, mortalily arising from s!owage describPd , 161 
Ashantee~ , their ferocions character anel customs, 23G to 240; effects 

of missionary Jabour among them, 490 
Ashmun, his aclvice to Liberian settlers, 326, 331; bis opinion on 

African cotlon; 334 
Altah, an African town on the Niger; 47:2 
Aviso, a slave vessel, her stowage described, 14.J.; after cap1 urP, l 76 

B. 
Badagry, in lhe llighl of Benin, a slave market, 115 
Bahia, its slave imports, l 8 
Bammakoo, on the Niger, 345 
Bandinel, Mr., of the Foreign Office, hi~ (estimony to A.frican fideli fy 
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to treaties, 297; respecting: Sierra Leone, 3G2; respecting St. 
Ma1-y" s on the Gambia, 384 

Banee island, 478 
Barra, its chief favourable to missionaries, 489; treaty with him, 532 
Bassa language, books in it, 499 
Bates, Elisha, bis evidence of the efficacy of Christianity in improv-

ing tbe temporal condition of tbe American Indians, 51 O 
Beaver, Captain, bis opinion of tbe fertility of Africa, 333 ; bis 

attempt to establish a colony on tbe island of Bulama, 44 7 ~ 
Beecham, Rev. John, 505 
Becroft, Captain, bis views on the abolition of slave-trading by agri-

culture and commerce, 424 
Begharmi, a district in the interior, 346 
Bel!o, sultan ofthe Felatahs, his overtures to Captain Clapperlon, 293 
Benguela, its slave exports, 50, 51 ; state of its slave depôt, 118 
Benin, ih manufacture of muskets, 479 
Berracoe, 247 
Biafra, king of, treaty with him, 532 
Bimbia river, 545 
Bloodhounds, on board slave-vessels to keep the sla.vea in order, 14S 
Boaul, 534 
Bondou, 478, 489; treaty with the king of, 533 
Boollibanny, the capital of Bondou, 489, 
Bornou, slave trade, 6G, 70, 79; sheik of, the terms of his alliances 

with the sultan of Mandara, 80; inhabitants a verse to the Ira.de, 
291 ; its manufactures, 480 

Bossman, his statement of the mortality ofslave-trading expeditions, 
98 

Bowditch, Mr., his descriplion of the human sacrifices, 233, 234 
Bowring, Dr., bis information respecting slave importations into 

Egypt, GS, l 09; bis account of the sufferings of a female slave 
over lhe desert, 110 ; ofslaves during lhe seasoning, 193 

Brazilian Friends, a slave vessel, her stowage, anel lhe state of her 
ca1·go described, 144 

Brazilian Government, its connivance at the trade, 27, 180 
Brazilian slave trade, 16, 18, 19, 24; evidence of its extent, 21, 22, 29 

53; on the increase, 25, 28; with Quilimane, 49; its extent wilh 
the east coast of Africa, 50 

Breckama, king of, desirous of British protection, 534 
Brillante, a slave vessel that lost 214 out of621 slaves, 163 
British manufactures, trade purposely for the slav~ frade, 55; the 

extent of such manufactures, 56 
Brown, the botanist, his observations on the uniformity of vegetation 

in W estern Africa, 3~9 
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Browne, the traveller, his estimate of the number of slaves in cara-
vans, 65; his description of the march to the coast, 99 

Bruce, the traveller, bis account of slave-hunting expedilions, í4 
Buenos Ayres, slave imporls, 37, 53 
Bulama, an island, the scene of Captain Bcaver's colonial specula-

tion, 447; in the Rio Grande, belonging to Great Britain, 535 
Bullen, Captain H..N., his description of the ".Aviso" after capture, 

176; of Fernando Po, 350 
Bullom language, Gospel of St. Matthew lranslal<:!d into, 459 
Bulola, king of, treaty with him, 532 
Burckhardt, bis information respecting the slave market at Shendy 

66, 69; respecting the march to the coast, l 03 
Byam, Mr., his efforls to suppress slave trnding at the l\Lturitius, 

220 

e. 
Cacheo, a Portugucse seltlement, 535 
Caillie, the African traveller, h is description of the march to the 

coast, l OG 
Calabar, Old, a district under Duke Ephraim, 486 
Calabases river, 545 
Camaroons, a mountain in Fernando Po, 348 
Camaroon river, 545 
Campbell, Lieutenant-Colonel, his official remonstrance with Mahom-

med Ali respecting slave hunts, 90 
Canaba<!, palaver with the kings of, respecting the cession of Bula-

ma, 535 
Cape Palmas coast, slave exports, 52 
Capsicum, 375 
Caplure, mortality after, 175; evidence of Admirai Hamond, 175; 

of Captain Bullen, 17 5; of Mr. McCormack, 176; fuurteen per 
cent . on the number captured, 178; loss of l ife after caplme illus-
trated in the case of sevenleen vessds, amounting to 44 per cent., 
183; report ofthe committee of 1830, 183 

Captured slaves, their state on being liberated, 369 
Cara valho, a Portuguese, the only slave trader on the Rio N Ltnez, 

381 
Carbo, a war in, lasted for 12 years, 534 
Calros, a slave trader, from which slaves were lhrown overboar<l, J 35 
Carletta, a slave vessel that by mismanagement was wrecked and 

lost 269 slaves, 166 
Carolina, a slave vessel, suffe;·ings of hér cargo from want of water 

described, 16 o' 
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Cassamanza, a river, the site of Portuguese factories, 483 
Cassan, 534 
Cassoos, a powerful slave-lrading tribe, 83 
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Castle, Captain R.N., his description of a slave vessel capturetl by 
him, 150 

Cayor, 534 
Christianity cannot be introduced till lhe slave frade is suppressed, 

1 O, 11, 226; its connexion with legitimate commerce, 306; with 
agriculture, 483; its civilising power, 502 

Cinco A micos; slave vessel, 36 
Cintra, a slave vessel that lost 214 out of 970 slave~. 1G3 
Civilization of Africa may be effectec! by education in lhe country, 

27!l, 502; will be introduced by legitimate commerce, 306; general 
remarks, 360; results of experience, 362; in the case of the Gold 
Coast, 390; of St. Mary's, 384; coincidence of opinions on the 
way of promoting it, 423; predicted by Pitt, 458; rapidly advanced 
by Christianity, 504, 505; specific steps to be laken, 518 

Clapperton, Captain, his interviews with Bello, sultan ofthe Felafahs, 
on lh e suppression of the trade, 293; his report on Al'rican 
cotlon, 333 

Clarence, in Fernando Po, its description, 5-J.O 
Clarke, George, lwelve years resident in New Zealantl, his views of 

the power of Chrislianity in advancing civil ization, 505 
Clarkson, Thomas, his views as to the mea11s of abolishing slave 

tradi11g, 424; Appendix D., 545 
Clippers, American, a vessel pnrticularly usetl for lhe slave trnde, 

because lmilt for speed without refere11ce to the accommodation of • 
the cRrgo, 159 

Clouston, l\ir., a merchant Rt Freetown, his speculatio11 in gi11ger, 374 
Coates, Mr., his views of the power of' Christianily in aclvancing 

civilization, 503 
Cobbe, n market for the l\'Ioh ammednn slave trade, 63 
Coffee, 330, 331 
Coincidence of opinions 011 the civilization of Africa, 423, 43:'.í, 435 
Collier, Admira], bis report of the capture of La J eune Estelle, 140 
Collingwood, Luke, the captain of a si ave vessel who 1 hrew his 

slaves overboard, 131 
Combo, king of, treaty with him, 532 
Commerce essential to Africa, 7, 278; merca11tile views of an 

African chief, 280; of the inhabitants of Bornou, 2!ll; nature of 
the existing trade described, 304 

Commissioners in mixed commissio11 courts, 18, 30 
Committee 011 Sierra Leone, its report, 364 
Commodore, a slave vessel that lost 300 ont of 685 slaves, 163 
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Conclusion, 523, summary of the motives that should induce national 
exertion, 523 to 5 31 

Conquest in Africa clisclaimed, 453 
Contraband slave trading must prevail, even if every slate declared 

i t piracy, 22 l ; th e profits too great to allow of smuggling ]Jeing 
prevented, 222 

Cook, Captain, his description of slavc mortality on board slave 
traders in port, 119; of the horrors inciclent to their detention, 
120, 132 

Coomassie, the capital of Ashantee, the scene of atrocious horrors, 
233, 246 to 267 

Constantia, a slave vessel of which the cargo was reduced from 438 
to 70, 153 

Corintchie, chief of Fornunnah, 2-18 ; hi s observance ofthe" customs'' 
on the death of his sister, Z50 

Corroborative proofs of the extent of the slave trade, 46, 52; as 
derived from manul'actures for the tr.alle, 54; their general result, 
57; as clerivecl from captured ves~els, 58 

Colton, 326, 332; vast national importance of an additional market 
for its supply, 335; eligibility of A frica as such a market, 335 ; 

; instance of its rapicl growth, 336; promise of success, 37 7, 380; 
in Souclan, 435 

Contalacunda, chief of, subsidy to him, 532 
Cresson, Elliot, his eviclcnce of valuable character of a trade with 

J, iberia, 325 
Cuba, 29; its slave population in 1828, 33; its sugar exports, 33; slave-

tracling connexion with lhe United States, 42; ext ent of its trade 
on Governar lVI'Lean's calculation, 47; its tracle wilh Q uilimane, 
49; its extent accurcling to Lieutenant Bosanquet, 50; its extent 
according to lVI'Queen, 53, J 33 

Cullen, Dr., his statement. of mortality after lanclin g, 190 
Custom-house should hot be establishecl at Fernando Po, 443 
Customs, or ceremonies observecl by Africans, very cruel, 235; de-

scription of them, 236; by Mr. Freeman, 250 

D. 
Dalrymp!e, his statement on the abnnclance of cotton grown 111 

Africa, 333 
Darfours, caravans, 66, 67, 68, 70, 95 
Darkalla, an African town destroyed in a slave hunt, 80 
Davis, Mr. R., 505 
Denham, Major, hi s clescription of the way of seizing slaves, 79 ; of 

the mortality of slaves during wars , 99; ofthe march to the coast, 
107, 108; ofthe clisposition ofBornou, 291; on cotton, 333 
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Descubierta, slave vessel, 36 
Desert or caravan slave trade, 63, êS; its extent, 69; its hardships, 

103 
De Souza, a great slave trader at Whydah, 225; slave broker to the 

king ofDahomey, 398 
Destimida, a slave vessel, her stowage described, 154 
Delention, the morlalily incident to, 113 
Devaynes, his statement of the mortality of slave-trading expe-

clitions, 98 
Diana, a slave vessel, her state described, 144 
Dolores, an American slave vessel, 40 
Dongola, productive of indigo in considerable quantities, 433 
Don Manuel, a slave vessel, her mortalily described, 162 
Don na Maria da Gloria, a slave vessel, her dreadful state after cap-

ture, 178 
Donovan, Dr. James, his report of lhe state of liberated Africans, 

188 
Drugs, fit for trade, enumerated, 325 
Duke Ephraim, chief of Old Cahbar, his library, 486 
Duqueza ele Braganza, a slave vessel, clreadful morlality of her 

cargo, after landing, 190; statement of her expenses and profits, 
224 

Dupuis, British consul at Ashanlee, his slatement of the opinions 
of the king of Ashantee, 78; his clescription of the "customs" 
of lhe country, 236; of African procluctions, 314 

Dnly, of Great Britain, of reslitution to Africa, by introducing 
Chrislianity and civilization, 512 _ 

Dyer, Rev. Mr., bis communicalion of the wish to senda mission to 
Africa from Jamaica, 492 

E. 
E>tst Inclian goocls employe<l in lhe slave trade, 58 
Eastern coast, ils extensive tracle, 476 
Eboe, an African town on the Niger, 346 
Egga, a large town on lhe Niger, in a fertile country, 318, 346 
Egyptian slave lrade, ils extent, 66, 67 
Elevation of the native mind an essential duty, 278, 457; African 

disposition lo learn, 457, 484; lhe shortest road to lhe extinclion 
of the slave frade, 502 

El Juan, a Spanish slave vessel, in which lhe slaves were fired upon 
in the bolei during chase, 150 

El Kenerny, sultan of Bornou, his sentiments on lhe slave trade, 
292, 293 

Ellis, Rev. William, his opinion on the connexion between civiliz-
ation and Christianity, 507 
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Emanuel, an American slave vessel, 40 
Esne, in Egypt, 66 
Esperanza, a Spanish slave vessel on board which between 60 anel 

70 slaves were deliberately murclered, 169 
Esploraclo, a slave vessel on boa rei of which 300 out of 500 slaves 

were suffocated cluring bad weather, by closing t he hatches, i 71 
Esplorador, a slave vessel that lost 360 out of 560 shtves, l fi3 
Es-Siout, in Egypt, 66, 67 
Estelle, a Spanish slave vessel tbat, being wrecked, left her cargo on 

the shoal while the crew escaped, anel ali peri~hed, to lhe num ber 
of 300, 170 

Exclusive privileges in trade objectionable 443 
Experience, the results of, in attempts hitherto made to civilize 

Africa, 362 
Exports to Asia, America, Austral ia, Hayti, Central Africa, 308 
Eyo or Aku lan guage, printed gramrnars in it, 499 

F. 
acilities for commercial intercomse, 344, 419; facilities of making 
treaties, 532 

Factories should be establishecl, 33 7; mo ele of proceeding, 337; lheir 
locality matter of importance, 388, 390; should be fixed in lhe 
interior of lhe country, 389; Laircl's suggestions, 420 

Failure of past efforts for abolition of the slave trade, 203; sum-
mary of the argument, 218; impossibility of getting lhe tracle 
declarecl piracy, 218; where it has been so declared, the law has 
been a dead letter, 219 

Falconbriclge, his descript ion of the conveyance of slaves to the 
coast, 102; of lhe m~clclle passage, 124; his respec:tability, 12D; 
on seasoning, 184 

Falem e, a ri ver fiowing into t he Senegal, 356: 
Fama de Cadiz, a slave vessel, clreadful mortality on board clescriued, 

153 
Fanny Butler, an American slave vessel, 41 
Fantees, a tribe at war with the Ashantees, 490 
Fazoglo, concluct of IVIohammed Ali at, 4Z9, 432 
Felatahs, an African fribe given to slave tracling, 85, 293 
Felix, a Portuguese slave vessel, its dreadful state on capture de-

scribecl, 158 
Fen~usson, Mr., liis statements respecting Siena Leone, 367 
Fernando Po, a commancling position, 347; country described, 349, 

537; on what terms it should be occupied, 443; ils produclions, 
538; its climate, 539 

Fetish, explained, 231 1 note 



INDEX. 

Fetish tree, described by Lancler, 243 
Fez, a slave depôt north of the desert, 64 

560 

Finclen, a resident merchant on 1he Gambia, his testimony to the 
extinction of the slave trade in that river, by the introduction of 
commerce, 386 

flor de Loando, a slave vessel, dreaclful state after capt nre, 181 
Flor de Quilimane, a slave vessel that lost 163 out of 85 0 slaves, 

162 
Fomunnah, 250 
Foolokolong, a Poulah town, cles!royecl by slave !raders, 8fi, 238 
Footah Jallow, 53 4 
Foulahs, a powerful nation in the interior, 295; their coffee trade, 

331, 381 ; intelligent, 382 
Foulis, 1\IIr., assistant surgeon, his report of th e sllt!e of liberated 

Africans, 188 
Fox, 1\IIr., his estimate of the ext ent of the slave trncle in 179 '2 , 
. 204 

Fox, Rev. 1\IIr., his description of the clepopulating effects of slave 
hunts, 86, 87, 88 ; of the "customs" of Africa, 238; of the fertility 
Laming, 324 ; of African clisposition to labour, 452 

France, her fiag lent to cover slave tra<ling, 205 ; cannot by her con-
stitutiôn declare the trade to be piracy, 218 

Franfrahan, 265 
Franklin, his definition of a slave, 471 
Free labour, 1 O, 439, 444 
Free trade, 44 l 
Freeman, Rev. Thomas, extracts from his journal describing his 

visit to Coomassie, 246 to 267; his information of the prospect of 
black missionaries from Jamaica, 397 

Freetown, its description, 371; supply of its market by liberatecl 
slaves, 4i6 

Fruits, fit for trade, enumerated, 323, 32 7 
Fundah, a town on the Niger, 346 

Gabree, a chief in Fantee, 267 
Gambia, its character, 356, 379 

G. 

Gazoua, or slave hunt, 68 ; parlicularly described, 90, !J J, n, !l3, 
109; forbidden by 1\IIohammed Ali, 429 

General Espartero, a slave vessel, statement of her profits, 2~4 
General Laborde, a slave vessel, capfured, anel liberat.ed. on fi; iv~l~t,t,!! 

excuses, 217 
General Review of the subject, 267 
Generous, a slavt: vessel, cruelty on board, 11 8 
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Geographical position of Africa, 357 
Ghadanics, a slave depôt north of the Desert, 64 
Ginger, African, 323, and note 

. Giraud, l\ir., his statement of the frequency of human sacrifices, 233 
Gold Coast, settlement at, an illustration of the a<lvan1age of locality, 

390; slave trade wholly suppressed by introduction of legitimate 
commerce, 39 l ; its exports to Great Britain amount to 160,000l. 
per annum, 397 

Gotto, on the Benin, its extensive market clescribed, 476 
Gray, Major, his testimony to the slave tracle being the cause of war, 

78; his account of the march to the coast, 104; on African civil-
ization, 421 

Great Britain originally enslavecl, 13 
Greville, Sir Fulk, his report of lhe abundance of cot!on at Timbuc· 

too in Queen Elizabeth's time, 332 
Greybo language, books in it, 499 
Gums, fit for trade, enumeratecl, 321 

H. 
Hagan Lieut., R.N., his statement of lhe open traf!ic in slaves at 

Bissao, 206 
Hall, General, his efforts to convict slave traclers at the Mauritius, 220 
Hamilton, Captain, R.N., his search of lheDestinicla s!ave vesse!, 154 
Havana, its slave imports, 30, 32, 40; slave-tracling connexion with 

the Unitecl States, 41, 44 ; its slave trade increasing, 210; present 
value of slaves t here, 223 

Hayes, Captain, R.N., hi s description of the wholesale suicide of 
slaves on boarcl a slave vessel, 154; of women bringing forth chil-
dren on board, and of living men being chained to putrid bodies, 

1 155 
Hemp, 330 
Holroyd, Doctor, respecting the slaves annually captured by Moham-

med Ali, 67; his account of slave hunt s, 95, 96, 108; ofthe slave 
march to Kartoom, 111 

}Ioussa, great intercourse by boats wi!h Mushgrelia, 474 
;Human sacrifices most prevalent in slave-trading distric!s, 230; 

evidence of Captain Faw'kner, 231; ofMr. Giraud, 232; of Mr. 
Bowditch, 234; of Mr. Dupuis, 236 

:Hutcbison, Mr., his report of Christian anel Mohammedan co-opera-
tion in repudiating feti shes and superstitious abominations at Coo-
massie, 501 

l. 
Iccory, a town on lhe Níger, 346; its market degcribecl, 475 
Imaum of Muscat, bis slave _tr.acl,ipg, §P; treaty with, 60 

• • ( • • 1 1 1• •' ?1 , 
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Incomprehensible, a slave vessel, in whích the slaves, afler capture, 
were found to be so cramped by confinement that lheir limbs 
were wilh difficulty straightened, 161 

Indigo, 327, 330, 432 
Ingenuity, instances of, quoted, 47!J 
Inhambani, its slave exports, 49, 8 l 
Instruction, facilities fo r giving it, 459, 48G; allowances to be made 

iõr t he negro, 460; aptitude for receiving it, 484; advances already 
made, 498 

Intrepido, a slave vessel, in which 208 out of 343 slaves <lied from 
the stowage, 14 9 

Invincible, an American slave vessel wrecked at lhe Bahamas, 42 
Invincible, a slave vessel, its extreme mortality arising from close 

stowage described, 149; afterwards wrecked with 200 slaves on 
board, only 53 of whom were saved, the greater part being chained 
together; horrible conduct of the crew, 168, 169 

Isabelita, slave vessel, 52 

J. 
Jackson, the African traveller, bis informalion, 65; his report of lhe 

morlality of a slave caravan, 108 
Jackson, Mr., a judge of the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra 

J,eone, his descriptíon of the aggravation of the sufferings of t he 
middle passage by lhe illicit characler of lhe trade, 159; of a 
slave vessel after capture, 177 

J amallie, a Mandingo town, :fired by slave traders, 86 
Jenné, a market for the Mohammedan slave trade, 63; its gun-

powder manufactory, 479 
Joaquim, a Portuguese slave vessel, state of her cargo afler landing. 

186 
Johovah, slave vessel, 25 
J ones, Peter, a converted chief of the Chippeway Indians, bis testi-

mony to the power of Christianity in advancing civilizalion, 506 
Ju-Ju, an African town, a depôt for slaves, 117 
Juragua, 30 

K. 
Kacnncla, a large town on lhe Níger, in·a fertile coun!ry, 318 
Kaikal)dy, the chief trading town on the Rio N unez, 380 
ICanem, a district in the interior, 346 
Kankan, 482 
Kano, a market for lhe Mohammedan slave !rade, 63; ils inu igo es-

tablishmen!s, 480 
Kartoum, the capibil of Sennaar, 429, 432 
Kasbenda, a depôt for slave trade, 50 
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Keats, J ames, a black missionary from Jamaica to Afric~. 495 
Kelly, Captain, bis judicial declaration of the state ot' hi s prize, lhe 

Nova Felicidade, 139 
Ki lham, Hannah , her labours in negro education, 484 ; her remarks 

on lhe nalive disposition to lea rn, 484 
Kimba, its agriculfure, 482 
Koranko, adi. trict favoura.ble to the palm tree, 329 
Korclofan, <tnnual slave imporls, 67, 70; slave hunt s, 91, 109, 42~ 
Korgo, an African district, the sce ne of a slave hunt, 96 
Kouka, a market for the lVIohammeclan slave tracle, G3 
Koy, t he king of W oolli, 533 
Kroomen, a tribe at Cape Palmas, their habits and character, 478 
Kurusku, its projectetl railroacl, 433 

L. 
Laborde, Count ele, his repõrt of slave hunts, U 1 
Labour, ils value anel supply, 438; must be free, 444 ; Appendix C. 

Mr. Fox's teslimony to lhe willingness of the Africans to labour, 
452 

La J eune Estelle, a slave vessel from which si aves were lhrown over-
board in casks, 140 

Laing, Captain, his opinion of African fertility, 329 
Laird, the African traveller, his stat ement of slave-trading expecli-

tions, 84; his re asons for th e increased mortalily of lhe micldle 
passage, 159 ; his statement of the cl egraclecl state of Africa, 23 l; 
on the in terior tracle, 334; Fernando Po, 347 

Lamin g, a Manclingo town, firecl by slave traders, 86; country fer-
tile, 324 ' 

L ander, the African travell er, \Jis statement as to African wars, 84; 
of mortalil y on the marrh, 11 2; at th e clepôt at Papoe, 114 ; at 
Badagry, 115 ; bis account of barbarities at Badagry, 24 l ; of the 
sheik of Bornou, 293; on th f! cotton plau t, 334 

Lancling and seasoning, 18 '! ; evidence of Falconbridge, 184 ; hor-
rible cruelties: on sale, 185 ; opinion of lVIr. Reffol l, 188; of lVIr. 
Rankin, 189; of Dr. Cullen, 190; snmm ary of rnortali ty incident 
to this period, 194 

Languagt>s, African, progress made in .them, 499 
La P anticn., a slave vessel, sufl'erings of her cargo after capture, 179 
L eake, Colonel, his informa.tion respecting t he supply of slaves at 

Cairo, 67 
Leao, a slave vessel that lost 283 out of 855 slaves, 30 of whom were 

t hrow n overboar<l alive, 162 
L'Eclair, a Frem:h slave vessel, her stowage descr ibecl, 143 
Le Daniel, a slave vessel, in which nineteen slaves were killed 111 
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struggle for fresh air, 149; ·a slave vessel captured by Caplain 
Bullen, 545 

Lee, Mrs., her" Stories of Slrange Lands" quoled, 3i2, no\ e 
Leonard, his sbtlcment of lhe mortality of slaves at the period of 

detent ion, 116 
Les Deux Sreurs, a slave vcssel, her slow:ige clescrilied, 142 
J}Espoir, a slave vessel, her piratical charncter, 1-15 
L'Henriette Aimée, a slave vessel lhat lost all her cargo by wreck, 

167 
Liberat ecl Africans,369; theirprogressive improvement, 371, 47G; form 

the Colonial Militia, 372; qualified foi: agents, 492; General Tul'-
ner's descl'iplion of them, 541; Colonel Denham's descriplion, 542 

Liberia, its fruilful charactel', 327; favourable lo coffce, 331; its in-
terna! economy described, 48 7 

Lindy river, a mart for slaves, üO 
Loango, Pol'tuguese seltlement at, 45-1 
Lnshington, Righl Hon. S. , in favour of lhe permanent neu\rality of 

Fernando Po, 443 
Lyon, Captain, his estimate of slave trade in Fezzan, 65 ; his report 

of a slave hunt, 77; of q1e march to lhe coast, 105 

M. 
Macarlhy, Governar, his intercourse with Almami A.bclool Kaddree, 

king of the Foulahs, 295; his \eslimony in support of lhe prin-
cipies of the Remedy, -100 

Macaulay, Mr., his estimate of lhe extent of lhe slave lradf?, 204 
Macaulay, Kenne\ h, on Sierra Leone, 365 
1\facaulay, Mr. Hemy, his evidence bcfore the Aborígines Commi!-

tee, 298; on Fernando l'o, 366 
McBrair, Rev. Mr., his clescription of slave seizures, 88; of the re-

gret expressed by African chiefs lhat lhey have sold their slaves, 
230; on the Gambia, 385 

McCormack, John, bis description of slave vessels afler capture, 
176; of African fertility, 316 

McLean, Governor, his estimate of the extent of the slave trade, 4 7; 
his calculations founded on manufactures for lhe trade, 54; of it s 
profils, 225 

McQueen, Mr., his estimate of the extent of slavc lrade, 53, 365 ; 
his suggestions for its suppression, 415 

Magico, a slave vessel, wrecked and attemplecl to be blown np by 
her crew wilh all her slaves on boa rei, 16 7 

Mandara, the sultan of, marries his claughter to lhe sheik of Ilornou 
for lhe proceeds of a slave hunt, 80 

Mandingo language, reduced to grammalical form, 389 
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Mandingoes, 478 ; language rednced to grammalical form, 499 
Maranham, its slave imports, 18 

· March to the coast, 99; particularly described by Mungo Park, 100 ; 
by Falconbridge, 102; by Riley, 103; by Major Gray, 10 4; by 
Lyon, 105; by Caillie, 106 ; by Major Denham, 107 

Maria, a slave vessel, her honible state from disease, described, 150 
Maria de Crnz, a woman, the owner of two slave vessels, on board 

both of which the slaves were flogged anel starvecl to cleath, 148 
Maria Peguena, a slave vessel belonging to Maria ele Cruz, on boarcl 

ofwhich the slaves were starved to death, 148 
l\'Iassona, in Abyssinia, 66 
Mendez, Dr., his estimate of mortality on the march to lhe coast, 11 3 
Mends, Sir R-:; h is opinion that the suppression of slave dealing uni-

formly has led to agricultura] occupation, 483 
Mesurado, Cape, American settlement at, 454 
Midas, a slave vessel, of which lhe cargo was reduced from 560 to . 

282, 153 
Mid<lle passage, 122 ; described by Falconbridge, 124; but its 

horrors understated in the opinion of naval officers, 126 ; no direct 
modern evidence accesaible, 130; its horrors increased by the 
clandestine character of the trade, 159; mortality of four vassels 
1088 out of 2836 , 163 ; description of it by a Spanish slave captain, 
164 ; wrecks, a source of, 146 ; evitlence of Lieutenant Wilson, 
R.N., 171 ; summary of the mortality of lhe middle passage, 172 

Minerais, 313 
Miscellaneous productions fit for tracle, indigenous in Africa, 325 ; 

on the eastern coast, 4 7 7 
l\/Iissionaries of cololll' easily oblainecl, 11 ; great success of, 389, 397 
Mohammec\ Ali, his slave hunts, 90, l 09; his journey to Soudan, 428 
Mohammec\an slave trade, 5 9; its .ex lent on the east coast, 62; 

marts for carrying it on, G3; aggre~ate amount, 69 
iVlohammeclan slav ery in Aírica itself, 70 
l\fokhara, in Arabia, a large slave market, G7 
i\Ionte Video, engagetl in slave tracle, 38, 39; omittecl in lhe general 

calculation, 4.0. 
Montfort, Denis Lle, his paper on lhe producliveness of Africa, 327 
l\Ioresby, Capl~ti n , his description of' the manner of canying on the 

Arab slave lracle, 78; of the passage coastways, 165 ; ofthe pre-
valcnce of the tracle at lhe Mauri tius, 220 

Morgan, Rev. Mr., his t estimony as to the effect of the slave tracle in 
occasioning war, 89 

Morgan , Rev. John, bis opinion that protection is ali that is wanted 
to secure the extension of 'Commerce anel agricullure, 388; on the 
salnbrity of the interior, 388 
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Mortality incident to the slave tracle, 73; causes of it, 73; as inci-
dent to seizure, doubled since 179 0, 97 ; summary of, incident to 
seizure, 97 ; incident to the march to th e coast, 99, 111 ; evidence 
of Browne, 99; of Park, 100 ; of Falconbriclge, 102; of Riley, 
J 03; of Major Gray, l 04 ; of Captain Lyon, 105 ; of Caillie, 1 OG ; 
of Denham, 107; of Dr. H olroyd, 10 8; of Dr. Russell, 109; of 
Dr. Bowring, 1 on ; of Lancler, 111 ; of Oldfield , 112 ; of Dr. Men-
dez, 113 ; incident to clet ention, 113 ; evicl ence of Commodore 
Owen, 113, l 73 ; of Oiseuu, 11 4; of Lancler, 114 ; of L eonard , 
1l6 ; of Oldfield, 116 ; of Colonel Nicholls, 117 ; of Capt ain Cook, 
ll8, 173 ; incident to the middle passage , 122, 16 3, 172; ofCal-
deleugh, 17 3; of McLean, 173 ; of Captain R amsay, 173 ; of Sir 
Graham Hammond, 173; afler capture, 175 to 184; after Janding 
ànd in the seasoning, 184 ; general summary, 195 to 202 ; mor-
tality after capture omitted in the general calculation, 198 ; dimi-
nished fecundity of the African race also omittecl, 19 9 ; mortality 
on board trading vessels, its causes, 35 8 

Mourovia sugar company, 352, note 
Mourzook, a slave depôt, the capital of Fezzan, 64, 65, 10 ~ 
Mozambiqtte, amount of slave exports, 49 
Muncaster, Lord, his statements on the seizure of slaves, 74, 98 
Muscat, extent of its slave trading, 61 
Mushgrelia, great intercourse with Houss a, 474 
Muskets, manufactured at Benin, 480 

N. 
N apoleon, a slave vessel, 123 
Native minei, im porlance of its elevat ion, 457 
Naval fo rce of i111 por tance, though inadequafe to extinguish the 

t ra.de, 6, 392; must be renJered more efficient, 283; sleamcrs 
should be employecl, 285 , 41 :) 

Nav igati on, inland, 317, 345, 34õ,354 , 420, 421, 483, 47 9 
Negrn character and disposi t ion , 46 ! , 485; th irst fo r Jrnowleclge, 4SG 
N eutrality of Fernando Po to be pennanent anel invariable, 443 
Newland, Peter, a liberated A fr ican, his wealt h, 372 
Newton, R ev. J ohn, his opinion on thc mortality occasionecl by slave-

tracling wars, !JS . 
Nicolls, Culonel, h is Llescription of" a preclatory excnrsio n for slftves, 

86; oí a shlve depôt, 117; of concluct on board a slave ves~el, 
169; of African woods aml timber, 318; or Fernando Po, 347 
his opinion on t he princi pies of the " Remedy,"' <l I O 

" iger, its course anel character clescribecl, 345, 354 
N ova Felicidade, a slave vessel, cl_escribecl, 139 
N uts, fit for trade, enumeratecl, 321 
Nyani, its chief favournble to missionaries, 4811 
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o. 
Obeid, the capital of Kordofan, its slave hunts, 91, 94, 95 
O'Beirn, assistant surgeon, his mission to the king of lhe Foulahs, 

295 
Oldfield, the African travellel', his description of a slave market, 112, 

l l6; hís ac r.ount of lhe Niger, 3.J.6 
Oiseau, captain of Le Louis, slave vessel, bis crnelty, 114 
Ordeal by poíson, 240 
ürporlunity of active measures gl'eat at the present time, 515, 523 
Oswego, wrecked on the coast or Africa, 463; African opinion of 

white inferiority, 4G6 

P. 

Paddock, Captain, his observations on lhe ferlility of lhe soil, 328; 
Captain of the Oswego, wrecked and enslaved, 463 

Palm oil, 329 ; imports of it diminished oflale years, 3.J.O 
Pulmerston, Lord, his letters to the commissioners at Rio respecting 

British subjects engaged in the slave trade, 5G 
Paquete de Capo Verde, sla ve vessel, 35 
Para, ils slaye imporls, l8 
Park, Mungo, his descriplion of lhe moc.le of obtaining slaves, 75; 

of the march to the coas!, 99; of the skill of slaves in weaving, 
333 ; of lhe N iger, 345; of the civílization of Africa, '119 

Pasha of Egypt, his expedition, 429; his character, 434 
Patacho, a slave vessel, on board of which the slaves were kept 

without air or food for 48 hours, 160 
Panteia, a slave vessel, her state af'ter capture, 176 
Pernambuco, ils slave imports, 18, 26 
Pinney, Rev. John, his repor! of African coffee, peppel', and cotton 

crops, 334 
Piombetes, a Portuguese slave vessel, lost wit h 180 slaves on boar<l, 

168 
Pitt, Mr., his eslimate of lhe extent of the slave trade in 1792, 204 ; 

his expeclations of African ci vilizalion, 458 
Plantains, an islancl in lhe moulh of the Sherbro', 488 
Population, African, dense on the banks of the Niger, 472 
Po1ter, Mr., of the Boarcl of Tracle, opposed to a cnstom-house at 

Fernando Po, 4.43 
Porto Rico, its export~, 35; slave populalion, 35; extent of ils slave 

trade, 3G, 53 ; omilted in the general calculation, 37 
Portugal, her encouragement of lhe slave trade, 205, 206, 211 
Portuguese si ave vessels, their number in 1838, .JS 
Practical measures recommencled for carrying out the "Remedy,"' 51 
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Preparatory measures, 283, 299 ; partia! benefit to be expected from 
them, 300 

Principles on which the slave tracle may be suppressed by aid of 
commerce explained, 8, 306, 338, 400, 410, 414, 415, 418, 419 

Profits ofslave trading, 180 per cent., 222 

Q. 
Quaco Dooah, king of the Ashantees, 257; his .observance of the 

customs, 259 
Quakers, Mohammedan, are ignorant dogs, no better than Chris-

tians, 4 70 
Queahs, an African tribe, clestroyed by a slaving expeclitíon, 82 
Q uilimane, its si ave exports, 49 ; its prosperity clestroyecl by the 

slave trade, 81 ; mortality of a cargo lanclecl there, 118, 120, J 62 

R. 

RaLbah, on lhe Níger, rieh anel fertile, 318, 346 
Railroad, projected by Mohammed Ali, 433 
Rankin, his description of lhe destruction of Rokel in a slave hunt, 

85; of a vessel after captme, 178 ; of' liberatecl Africans, 189; of 
the extent of the wes!ern trade, 201 

Rapiclo, a slave vessel that threw all her cargo, amounting to 250, 
overboard, 155 

" Recent Letters from Africa,'' a book quotecl, 340, note 
Raymond, Captain, his views on the abolition of slave trading by 

agriculture and commerce, 424 
Reffell, Mr., his opinion of the state of slave cargoes after lancling, 

188 
Regulo, a slave vessel that threw part of her cargo overboard to avoid 

capture, l 55 
Reruedy, lhe true, to be found in the enlightenment of the natives to 

the advantages of peaceful industry, 302; not in the co-operation 
of European powers to suppress the trade, beca use we have no in-
ducement to offer equal to the 180 per cent. profit derived from 
it, 303 ; to be found in commerce, 306; in agriculture, 338, 342; 
these principies supported by Governar M'Carthy, 400; by Gene-
ral Turner, 401; by Colonel Nicolls, 410; by Governar Rendai!, 
414 ; by Mr. M 'Queen, 415; by Robertson, 418 ; by Pari<, 419; 
by Laird, 420; by Lander, 421; by Major Gray, 421; by Burk-
hardt, 422; by Captain W. Allen, 423; speciflc steps recom-
menclecl to be taken, 518 

Rendai!, Mr., his testimony to lhe good faith of African chiefs, 
297; his views on the improvement of Africa, 414 
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Ricketts, Major, on the disposition to work for wages, Appendix C. 
Riley, his information, 65 ; his account of the conveyance of slaves 

to the coast, 103 
Rio da Plata, a slavc vessel whose cargo was pirated after landing, 

190 
Rio da Prata, slave vessel, 38; her tonnage in relation to her licensed 

cargo, 39 
Rio de Janeiro, slave importations, 17, 22, 24, 39, 49, 51; its im-

ports of British manufactures for slave trading cargoes, 54 
Rio Nunez, formerly notorious for slave trading, but now the site of 

many factories, 380 
Rio Pongas, its schools, 499 
Rio Volta, Danish settlement at, 4 54 
Ritchie, his eslimate of slave trade in Mourzouk, 65 
Ritter, the geographer, his description of slave caravans, 65 
Robertson, Mr., his suggestions for rendering Africa a source of pro-· 

fit to Europe, 418 
Rodeur, a slave vessel, dreadful sufferings of her cargo from oph-

thalmia, 137 
Hokel, an African town, destroyecl in a slave hunt, 85 
Rokell, a river, the direct route to the sources of the Niger, 404 
Rokou, place where timber is cut, 477 
Rosann~, an American slave vessel, 41 
Huppell, Dr., respecting the slaves captmed by the Pasha of Egypt, 

67; respecting the mortality consequent on the'ir capture, l 09 

. s. 
Sackatoo, capital of the Felatahs, 63, 294; cotton planted to a g:·eat 

extent, 334; bills on England negotiable, 474 
St. Jago, 31 
Saint Joachim, a slave vessel, horrible state of her cargo, 136 
Saint Leon, a slave vessel, lost by the ophthalmia of her cargo anel 

crew, 139 
St. Mary's, a settlement on the Gambia, its fiourishing state, 384 
St. Paul de Loanda, its slave exports, 50, 51 
San José Hallaxa, a slave vessel, on board which lhe slaves died 

from starvation, 147 
Schools described, 389 ; desire manifested for learning, 389; for agri-

culture at M'Carthy's Island, 390; native aptitude for learning de-
scribed by Hannah Kilham, 484; on the Rio Pongas, 489 ; nor-
mal srchool at Sierra Leone, 498 ; college about to be establishecl 
on M'Carthy's Island, 499; establishment of normal schools re-
commended, 517 
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Sechuana language, key to the dialect from the Congo to the Dela-
goa Bay, 499 

Seizure of slaves, occasion of mortality, 74 
Senegal, state of th~ slave depôt at, 113; French settlement, 454; 

navigable for 700 miles, 356 
Sennaas, its slave trade, 66, 70; Karloum, its capital, 429 
Serrawoollies, or Piloboonkoes, 4 78 
Settlements in Africa, rules to be observed in their formation, 516 
Seys, Rev. J., his statement of excellent cotton at St. Paul's Ri ver, 

334 
Sharpe, Granville, description of the middle passage taken from his 

Memoirs, 130 
Shendrum, a country celebrated for its gold, 533 
Shendy, a slave depôt on the Nile, 64, 66, 70, 109 
Sherbro', a river, 402, 488 
Si, a Spanish slave vessel of 71 tons, having 360 slaves on board, 

162 
Sierra Leone, its success partia!, and the causes explained, 363; its 

progress, 403, 455 
Siout, a slave clepôt on the Nile, 64 
Slave labour deprecated, 1 O ; absurdity of its principle, 439 
Slave vessels capturcd, 58 
Slavery, its demoralizing tendency, 461 
Slaves, their average cost price, 57, 438; numbers capturecl on their 

passage, 58; buried alive, 119; dying by starvation, 120; thrown 
overboard, 130, 145, 155; their treatment in the middle passage, 
122 to 167 ; fiogged to death, 148; their treatment after landing 
and in seasoning, 184 to 194 ; drowned to avoid cluty in the 
Brazils, 202 

Slave trade, its extent, 12, 15, 46, 79, 195 to 202; aggregate of 
annual loss 1o Africa stated at half a million, 202; manner of 
conducting the smuggling trade, 20, 39, 212; carried on by a joint 
stock company, 26 ; its_ extent proved by collateral evidence, 46, 
53 ; its extent on the east and south-west coasts of Africa, 50; 
chiefly upheld by British capital,. 54 ; Mohammedan, 59; mari-
time, 60 ; desert or· caravan trade, 63 ; aggregate amount of the 
lVIohammedan trade, 69; aggregate of the trade generally, 74; 
the usual cause of African wars, 77; trade doubled since 1790, 
97, 205; must be supplanted by a more lucrative trade, 359-3!13 

Smith, Professor, his testimony to the slave trade being lhe usual 
canse of African wars, 77; his description of lhe country, 228 

Society for the civilization of Africa should be formed, 519 
Solei!, slave vessel captured by the Leven, 49 
Somaulys, inhabitants of Berbera, engaged in slave trade, 62 

2Q2 
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Souakin, a large slave market, 6G 
Soudan, negroes, their destination as slaves, 64, 67, 70, 107, 428 
Spain, extent of her slave trade in 1837, 212; bribery of official men 

to connivance, 217 
Specific steps to be taken for advancing the civilizalion of Africa, 

518 
Steam cruisers necessary, 286 
Stoffell, Andrew, a converted Holtentot, his evidcnce of the improved 

condition of the Holtentots in consequence of missionary instruc-
tion, 509 

Subsidies to African chiefs, 360 
Sugar-cane, 327, 332 
Summary of the calculations of the slave exports to the west, 45, 59 
Superstilions anel cruelties of the Africans, 226 
Susoo language, Gospel of St. Matthew translated into, 499 
Sutil, a slave vessel, state afler capture described, 180 

T. 

Tafilet, a slave depôt, norlh of lhe desert, 64, !i5 
Tanda, a country cclebrated for its gold, 533 
Tasso, 478 
Teembou, capital of the Foulahs, 295 
Temerario, slave vessel, 36 
Teresa, a slave vessel that went <lown with 186 slaves on board, 168 
Texas, its agents in communication with Havana slave merchants, 

42 ; extent of its trade, 44, 53 ; omitted in t he general calcu-
lation, 45 

Timbuc1oo, 346; a market for lhe Mohammedan slave trade, 63, 65 
Timmance, a dislrict favourable to lhe palm tree, 329 
Tombo, 47 8; t he island of, 479 
Tonnage of slave vessels while lhe tracle was allowed, 122; frauds in 

licensed Portnguese slave vessels, 144 
Trade winds, their direction up lhe African rivers, 355 
Treaties for the abolilion of the slave trade inefficient, 210, 213, 225; 

with native powers a necessary preparatory measure, 287; their 
disposition to enter into treaties, 292, 2:14; good faith, 297; with 
the king of Sherbro, 409; facilities for making them, 532 

Tringham, Lieutenant, R.N., his description of a captured slave 
vessel, 146, 176 

Tschadda, its supposed course, 346, 354 
Turner, General, governar of Sierra Leone, 400; extracts from his 

journal exhibiting an identity of principies with those of the 
Remedy, 401 to 406; his death, 409; effect o( his measures, 409 
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u. 
Uniao, a Portuguese slave vessel, mortality after Janding, 187 
United States, 40; effect of the president's declaration encouraging 

to the trade, 41; their flag lent to cover slave trading, 41, 42, 43, 
89; extent of their trade, 43; hoslile to the right of search, 209 

Uruguese minister, bribed to permit slave importation, 38 

V. 
Vencedora, a Spanish. slave vessel carrying the royal colours of 

Spain, dreadful sufferings of her slaves, 215 
Venus, an American slave vessel, 43 
Viajante, a si ave vessel, 16 7 
Vicente, a notorions slave deale1· at Rio de Janeiro, 207 
Vicua, a slave vessel which the captain atlernpted to blow up when 

caplured, 141 
Village-breaking, or tegria, described, 75, 82, 85 f 

Villault, his statement of lhe mortality of slave-trading expeditions, 98 
Viper, an American slave vessel, 40 

w. 
Walsh, Dr., his description of a slave vessel detained on her passage, 

and the horrible sufferings of her cargo, but which was allowed (of 
necessity) to prosecule her voyage, 151 

Wars in Africa, 77, 82, 83; evidence of Lander and Laird, 84; lheir 
results, 85; evidence of Mr. M'Brair, 89; of Rev. J. Newton, 98; 
ofDenham, 99 

Wauchope, Citptain, R.N., bis clescription of the horrors of a cap-
tured slave vessel, 157 

Wawa, a market for lhe Mohammedan slave tracle, 63, 293 
Vir ednoon, a slave depôt north of the desert, 64 
Wellington, Duke of, his report of European feeling on our abolition 

of British slave trade, 442 
Wesleyan mission at M'Carthy's Island, 385 
White river, 433 
Wilberforce, Mr., bis description of lhe mode of obtaining slave~, 75; 

of the micldle passage, 133 
Wilson, Lieutenant, R.N., his testimony to the horrors of slave 

vessels, 171 
Woods, fit for commerce, 318; for dyeing, 320, 479 
Woolli, its chief's invitation to missionaries, 489; treaty with him, 

533 
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Wrecks, mortality incident to, 166 
·wyclah, in the bight of Benin, its legitimate trade depressed by the 

slave trade, 398 

Y. 
Yeanam, a slave vessel, her horrible state on capture described, 142; 

afterwards los!, anel sunk with 380 slaves on board, 166 

z. 
Zanzebar, a mart for slaves, 60, 62 
Zong, a slave vessel from which the slaves were thrown overboard, 

131. 
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